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National Women's
Development Policy

The government, in all its wisdom, has
referred the National Women
Development policy to a committee of
ulemas. The following are just some
excerpts drawn from The Dally Star of
Friday, April 18 which highlight the

Gas-driven generators

There was a news item on April 12,
in a local English daily about Wasa
utilising "Gas driven generators” at
its Water Treatment Plant, which
provides relief from power failure
and is cheaper! This is only the
confirmation of what is known to
the industrial sector and is hap-

Silent famine

Amanwith a pale face, skeleton
like figure in dirty dress has
been living for some days in
front of a community centre
(Mirpur -6) beside a drain with
no roof, no cot but he is living
there as if it were his house.
Who knows when he had

It is time again to bring the issue of women's representation in
Parliament to the forefront as the general election is going to be
held in December 2008 according to the roadmap designed by the
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stay at the place where he lives.
However, he is one of the many
homeless people in Dhaka city.
This clearly shows that Dr.
Akbar Ali Khan rightly observed
that a silent famine is going on
in Bangladesh. The present
government which came to

not equal to a man by birth..." "...the
ulema recommended abolishing the
section that suggests steps to imple-
ment the UN Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW)",
“..notonlyisitimpossible to estab-

own generators, mostly gas driven
except diesel driven where gas
mains are notavailable!

The undersigned pioneered this
approach, way back in 1987, which
was presented as a power and cost
saving approach at the seminar on
Industrial Gases at New Delhi,
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§ are also facing harassment by the body's movements. island's 'biodiversity while other factors community-based tourism, if tourism has to
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mendation emerged. The only
apprehension that the madrasah
management conveyed is
increased government interfer-
ence in matters concerning func-
tioning of the madrasahs.
Otherwise, they all voiced their
keenness about modernising the
syllabus of madrasahs.
RiazHamidullah
Kathmandu, Nepal

VAT

The Bangladesh government is
continuously losing a huge
amount of VAT and duty because of
inept Customs/VAT inspectors.
Not only is the government losing
VAT/Duty but the businessmen

individuals have to offer. H1 itselfis
issued after having been cleared by
the Homeland Security
Departmentin America.

‘Unfortunately, though these
visas are approved for three years,
individuals are given visas for only
one year. So anybody who comes
home after that one year has to go
to the embassy for a new visa. We
understand that the countries
have their own systems but is it
necessary for a first world country
to take 4-8 months to issue a clear-
ance?

The USA has the state of art
database of all individuals who live
within their boundaries by which
they can easily monitor every-

Most of the construction took place during
1997 to 2004. Thereafter with the growing
concern and discussion about the fate of
these structures slowed the construction
spree. At present the government authori-
ties are not allowing any further concrete
construction by the outsiders who have
bought land in the island. However, to avoid
the present restriction on construction local
people in partnerships with outsider busi-
nessmen started to make edifices on their
own. Further, the local people are in favour
of building structures as they will be bene-
fited monetarily. In my article on this con-
struction issue in St. Martin's Island (DS:
05042008), I raised the question whether
restriction on construction will help save the

The general use area, in the north, could
have been managed properly to promote
responsible tourism but things have got out
of hands now as hotels/cottages have been
built in strategic locations all over the island
including buffer and core sanctuary areas.
However, expansion of the structural facili-
ties have halted but may erupt any time
unless stern measures, guidelines and pres-
ence of an authoritative institution are there
to monitor the development of tourism in
theisland. '

Further, the authorities should also come
up with models of eco-friendly accommo-
dation facilities that the entrepreneurs and
locals could follow to publicize responsible,




