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Stills from Douwr, directed by Sarfauffin Mahabub of Stamford University (left) and Proshno, directed by Subrato Kumar Das of Bangladesh
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Baishakhi Mela Baishakhi Utsab Satyajit Ray Int'l Inter
Organiser: Bangladesh Organiser: Natyaduar Retrospective University Short
Small and Cottage Venue: Gargan School Organiser: Indian CuMtural dyez
Industries Corporation premises, Shorerhat, Centre Film Festival
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla Bagha, Rajshahi Venue: Indian Cultural Centro, Organiser: Dhaka
Nagar DITF premises Date: April 24-26 H 25, R 96, Guishan 2 University Film Society
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< Goopy Gyne Bangladesh, H 10, R 9,
Time: 10am to 8pm . ioh yne Bag ik
April 25 Hirak Rajar Deshe Date: April 21-23
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after "Super Size Me"

Morgan Spurlock scored a breakout hit with his
documentary Super Size Me a few years ago,
mixing satire, reportage and advocacy in the
tabloid style popularised by Michael Moore.
Spurlock may not have finished off junk food as
we know it, but at least he could claim some
I1:«*:"5.12;::-nsibility for highlighting the flaws of fast
ood.

In Where in the World Is Osama bin Laden? he
ups the ante with the kind of mission improba-
ble that might make Ethan Hunt think twice,
Where the CIA, the military and everyone else
has failed, Spurlock proposes to sniff out the
world’'s most wanted man, persuade him of
America's good intentions and increase the
peace before his latest work in progress -- his
son-- popsoutinafewmonths' time.

"After all,” he reasons, "if big-budget action
movies have taught me anything, it's that com-
plicated global problems are best solved by one
lonely guy.”

Spurlock's tongue may be lodged deeply in
his cheek, but he really does seem nervous as he
submits to the first of several injections and
inoculations and begins mapping out his cam-

paign.

Spurlock searches for "hin Laden"

Agricultural University This involves a serious commitment to faclial
g hair, some elementary Arabic lessons (like  Morgan Spurlock looks for bin Laden in the documentary
JAMIL MAHMUD [nstitut Bangladesh arranged the Future Shorts Group, the largest  screened at the festival. On the first Don't take me; take the cameraman instead"”)

The ubiquitous combat between
evil and good, or uncomplicated
stories from everyday life; the harsh
effect of industrialisation or follow-
ing the trail of migratory birds -- all
came together under one umbrella
as aspiring filmmakers offered
these images in their short films
(under ten minutes) screened at the
'2nd International Inter-University
Short Film Festival 2008

With the slogan “Take your
camera, frame your dream’, the
festival began at the auditorium of
the Goethe-Institut Bangladesh on

three-day festival.

The festival is an initiative to
encourage the young filmmakers
who are currently studying at
universities at home and abroad.

Students of seventeen public
and private universities including
Dhaka University, Jahangirnagar
University, Rajshahi University,
Shahjalal University of Science &
Technology, Stamford University,
North South University, BRAC
University and American Interna-
tional University Bangladesh
(AIUB) are taking part in the festi-
val. Students of German film insti-
tutes like Munich Film School and

Short Film group in the world
comprising short films from Swe-
den, Norway, Italy, Finland, South
Africa, Britain, Switzerland, Ger-
many, Canada and Mexico, is also
taking partin the festival.
Managing Director of Bangla-
desh Film Development Corpora-
tion (BFDC), A.N.M. Badrul Amin
inaugurated the festival. He said, "1
hope these talented young film-
makers would come forward to
help overcome the ongoing slump
in our film industry.” Professor
A.AM.S Arefin Siddique, modera-
tor of DUFS, was the special guest
at the programme. Imran Firdaus,

day, seventeen films including
Porijayi Pakhi (JU), Peace (AIUB),
Bharaye Chalito (DU) and ten films
from German film schools were

screened.

Today, 22 films 1nclud1ng
Adbhut Uter Pithey (DU),
Janmodin (RU), Journey by’ Soul
(DU), Moments (AIUB) and thir-
teen German films will be
screened.

At the closing programme,
filmmaker Badal Rahman is
expected to be present as the chief
guest while Dr. Mohammad
Jahangir Hossain, DG of Bangla-
desh Film Archive is expected to

and tips on pinpointing a sniper by reading
blood splatter.

It also extends to an aggressively post-
production gloss, an animated Osama rap and
jokey gamer graphics, all designed to goose an
audience that wouldn't know PBS from the
History Channel.

. Butthe movie sobersup considerably as soon
as Spurlock gets his feet on the ground. Perhaps
recognising thathe is embarking on alost cause,
and a dangerous one at that, the intrepid mini-
Moore takes the scenic route to bin Laden's
presumed hideout.

In Egypt, Spurlock learns that democracy is
not all that it seems and the U.S. has been prop-
ping up Hosni Mubarak for decades. In
Morocco, Spurlock determines that poverty is a
breeding ground for terrorism but, more impor-

thrown in. He rides shotgun with an Israeli
bomb disposal unit and helps defuse a suspi-
cious bikini, only to be roughed up by
unfriendly Hasidic Jews.

"So many things are wrong on both sides, " he
confides unhappily that night. World peace may
be trickier than he thought.

And so it goes. In Saudi Arabia, he unearths ,

political repression and self-censorship. In
Afghanistan, there seems to be some sort of war
going on. Nobody can raise bin Laden on the
phone, though several helpful natives point
convincingly in the direction of the mountains.
"Would it be dangerous for me to go there?" he
asks, nervously. They laugh and reassure him
that it would most certainly prove fatal.
Spurlock is hardly the first Western mission-

suading extremists to go easy on the terror
tactics one man at a time is a fool's game, but
maybe he can persuade his more reactionary
American compatriots to overcome their anti-
Islamic prejudices.

It's a classic bait-and-switch. See, Muslims
want a better life for theirkids and a modicum of
securityand freedom, justhkeWesmmemdu'

That's a valid observation but not a ‘very
insightful one. Spurlock is a less adroit propa-
gandist than Moore, a more mundane humorist
and filmmaker. It's disappointing how quickly
the invention dries up and the audience is left
with banal, man-on-the-street interviews and a
few faux-naif comic stunts: the Middle East for
Dummies. Complicated global problems
require something a bit more challenging than

April 21 and will end today. Dhaka  Berlin Film School along with president of DUFS presided over attendasthespecialguest. tant, that people are people. % ary to arrive in that part of the world and find thm __________________________________________________________________________
University Film Society (DUFS) in  Massachusetts College of Liberal theprogramme. Radio Fon;u is the media part- There's more of the same in the Palesnm_an that he's in over his heafi.Then again, maybe he :
collaboration with the Goethe- Arts, USAare participating. Sixty films are scheduled to be nerofthefestival. territories, with checkpoints and barbed wire never figured on defusing al Qaeda at all. Per- Source: CNN
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