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'New Iraq' seeks Arab

support at conference

Neighbours urged to write off debt, reopen embassies

AFP, Kuwait City

Irag, backed by the United States,

urged its Sunni Arab neighbours
yesterday to ofler dmlunmnr., and
economic suppaort to a "new Iraq”

that promotes national unity and
ends sectarian divisions.

In a speech apparently aimed at
dispelling their suspicions, Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki told a con-
ference of Iraq's neighbours and
world powers in Kuwait: "I am
carrying the message of all constit-
uents that Irag has overcome its
crisis and divisions and the will of
its people has been united.

"Our hands are still extended to

all who believe in building an Iraq in,

which religious, ethnic and party
freedomsare respected,” Maliki said.

“The new Iraq is not the Iraq of

the past which instigated disputes
and Jaunched wars against other
nations, " hesaid.

At the same time, Maliki
appealed to the Sunni-led Arab
states to help stabilise Iraq by iving
up to pledges to forgive his coun-
trv's debt, wiping clean warrepara-
tions, and reopening embassies in
Baghdad,

“The bill of debt and compensa-
tion Iraq is paying is causing a

heavy damage to our infrastructure
and mtmnal economy,” Malikl

».d.“.].

“We are still waiting for imple-
menting pledges and commit-
ments made to waive loans and
compensation,” said the Iraqi
premier.

Since the 2003 US-led invasion
that toppled Iraq's Sunni leader
Saddam Hussein, its Arab neigh-
bours have been wary not only
aboutviolence there butalso about
backing a government tilted
toward non-Arab Shia [ran.

Maliki complained that deci-
sions made at two previous confer-

Alien but primitive life
likely, says Hawking

AP, Washington

Famed astrophysicist Stephen
Hawking has been thinking a lot
about the cosmic question, Are
we alone?” The answeris probably
not, hesays.

If there is life elsewhere in the
universe, Hawking asks why
haven't we stumbled onto some
alien broadcasts in space, maybe
something like "alien quiz
shows?”

Hawking's comments were
part of a lecture at George

Washington University on
Monday in honour of Nasa's 50th
anniversary. He theorised that
there are possible answers to
whether there is extraterrestrial
life.

One option is that there likely
isn't life elsewhere. Or maybe
there is intelligent life elsewhere,
but when it gets smart enough to
send signals into space, it also 1s
smart enough to make destructive
nuclearweapons.

Hawking said he prefers the
third option:

"Primitive life is very common
and intelligent life is fairly rare,”
he then quickly added: "Some
would say it has yet to occur on
earth.”

So should you worry about
aliens? Alien abduction claims
come from “"weirdos” and are
unlikely. However, because alien
life might not have DNA like us,
Hawking warned: "Watch out if
you would meet an alien. You
could be infected with a disease
with which you have no resis-
tance.”

PHOTO: AFP

Professor Stephen Hawking (L) and his daughter Lucy Hawking (R) give a lecture entitled 'Why We Should Go Into
Space'during the 50 Years of Nasa lecture series at George Washington University in Washington, DC on Monday.

e G (FF

T8 TR SOeR G SN TR (3, BT SR 1 TR, RS 9 S Ol e (1 |

ences of foreign ministers have not
been implemented, especially the
reopening of embassies by Gulf Arab
nationsin his war-torncountry.

"It is very difficult to find a rea-
sonable explanation for not resum-
ing diplomatic relations with Iraq
at ambassador level. There had
been pledges but they have not
materialised," he said,

Since asurprise visit to Baghdad
on Sunday, US Secretary ol State
Condoleezza Rice has been urging
Arab states in meetings in Bahrain
and now in Kuwait City to throw
their support behind a new "non-
sectarian’ Iraq.

PHOTO. AFP

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari (L) talks with his Iranian counterpart Manouchehr Mottaki during the opening
session of a ministerial conference on Iraq in Kuwait City yesterday. Iraq, backed by the United States, urged its
Sunni Arab neighbours Tuesday to offer diplomatic and economic support to a “new Iraq” that promotes national

unity and ends sectarian divisions.
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[sraeli soldiers
kill 3 Palestinian
militants

AFP, Gaza City

Israeli troops killed three
Palestinian militants in overnight
clashes in the northern Gaza Strip
Tuesday after fighters attacked a
military position near the border,
the armed groups said.

[he armed wing of Islamic Jihad
and another smaller group claimed
to have attacked an Israeli intelli-
gence post in a joint statement
identifying the dead as Othman
Abu Hajar, 19, Fadi Salem, 20, and
Ibrahim Mahmud Shalash, 19.

Palestinian medics confirmed
that three people were killed in the
area but said they had not yet
received permission to retrieve the
bodies.

An Israeli army spokeswoman
confirmed the incident, saying that
the three tried to launch an attack
near the border before an air strike
killed one of the men and Israeli
ground troops killed the other two.

Nepali politics parties face
power-sharing dilemma

THE KATHMANDU POST/ ANN,
Kathmandu

As the largest party in the constitu-
ent assembly but without a major-
ity, the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist) is certain to lead a coali-
tion government. What is uncer-
tain, however, is what sort of coali-
tion it would be and how power will
be shared among the major parties.

One thing is sure--negotiations
on the formation of the coalition
government are not going to be
plainsailing.

The second’ and third largest
parties in the constituent assem-
bly-Nepali Congress (NC) and
Communist Party of Nepal-United
Marxistkeninist (CPN-UML)-are
almost eventy split on whether or
not they should join a coalition led
by the Maoists. Though the CPN-
UML has decided to pull out of the
present government, Jhala Nath
Khanal, who may possibly become
the next CPN-UML general secre-
tary, said the party hasn't decided
tostayoutofthe newgovernment.

The NC and the CPN-UML face
three critical issues before they
decide tojoin or stay out of the next
government.

a.Whatis the mandate of the CA
poll?

b. Whether staying out of the
government would be seen by the
public as not being sincere about
the peace process and as an
attempt to get the Maoist-led
government into trouble from day
one?

c. Will abstention from the
government pave the way for a
Maoist dictatorship for years to
come, iftheredsaresoinclined?

Tackling these issues isn't easy.
Almost all NC and CPN-UML
leadeps agree that the mandate of
the constituent assembly poll is
against their participation in the
new government. "The people's
mandate for us is to stay out of the
government but the party will
decide taking into account all the
factors," said Mahesh Acharya,
central committee member of the
NC. There is already growing pres-
sure from the rank and file of these
parties to withdraw from the gov-

ernment. Many party cadres, still
licking their wounds, wish to see
the Maoists running into trouble
after forming a minority govern-
ment.

But the parties are bound by the
interim constitution and their own
election manifestos to work
together till a new constitution is
drafted. A senior NCleader who is a
minister in the current coalition
government argued that their main
responsibility is to draft a new
constitution. "If the NC and CPN-
UML stay out of the new govern-
ment, inter-party animosity will
grow, making it impossible to draft
a.new constitution and hold the
nextelectionontime,” he said.

Should that happen, argued this
politician, "peéople will blame not
just the Maoists but also us for
failing to take the peace process to
alogical conclusion”.

[tis this fear of public sentiment
going against them and a strong
voice within the parties that giving
the Maoists sole control of the
government might lead to authori-
tarianism for years to come that
may: eventually trip the balance in
favour of joining the new govemn-
ment.

In that case, the NC and CPN-
UML leaders want constitutional
and political checks and balance
against an executive led by the
Maoists. "If the Maoists want us to
join the government, they should
be ready 1o amend the constitution
whereby a simple majority of the
constituent assembly can remove
the prime minister,” said Gagan
Thapa, youth leader of the NC.
Another NC leader said the Maoists
should be ready to give the post of
prime minister or head of state to
the other parties.

And that is what the Maoists
want to avoid at all cost. In an
interview with The Kathmandu
Post, Maoist chairman Prachanda
said they were against creating
‘parallel power centres’. He said
allocating the posts of PM and
Head of State to different parties
could create divided loyalty among
the security forces and the interna-
tional players. "We thinktt will only
complicate the transition, " he said.

IAEA presses Iran on
weapons claims

AFP, Tehran

A top UN nuclear official was hold-
ing a second day of closed-door
talks in Tehran yesterday seeking
answers from Iran over claims it has
studied how to design nuclear
weapons.

Olli Heinonen, the International
Atomic Energy Agencys (IAEA)
deputy director general, went into
talks with- Iranian officials mid-
morning Tuesday after a first round
on Monday, the state broadcaster
reported.

No information has filtered out
on the contents of the discussions
so far and not even photographs or
video footage of the meetings have
beenreleased.

Heinonen's two-day wvisit is
aimed at pressing Iran over claims it
has carried out so-called
"weaponisation studies”, the
Vienna-based watchdoghassaid.

The deputy head of Iran’s atomic
energy organisation Mohammad
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Saeedi and its ambassador to the
[AEA Ali Asghar Soltanieh led the
Iranian delegationatTuesday'stalks
as they had on Monday, the student
ISNAnews agencyreported.

Official media reports before the
talks had said that deputy national
security chief Javad Vaeedi would
lead the Iranian delegation but, as
on the previous day, he was not
presentonTuesday:.

No reason was given for Vaeedi's
absence.

In a sign of the sensitivity of the
talks, Iran’'s leading hardline daily
Kayhan launched a withenng per-
sonal onslaught against Heinonen
and hisintentions on Monday.

“This trip is to complete a joint
Israeli-US trick to provide phoney
proof on Iran’'s nuclear acuvites,
said an editorial signed by chief
editor Hossein Shariatmadari, who
is appointed by supreme leader
AyatollahAliKhamenei.

In a closed-door briefing to
diplomats at IAEA headquarters in

A

Vienna on February 25, Heinonen
presented detailled evidence sug-
gesting that Iran could have been
studying how to use its nuclear
technologytomakeawarhead.

Some of the information is
reported to have come from IAEA
member states, including data from
a laptop computer smuggled out of
Tehran in an operation by Western
intelligence in 2004.

Western diplomats present at the
meeting subsequently said the new
evidence of alleged "weaponisation
studies” was troubling.

Iran, which insists its nuclear
programme is entirely peaceful and
aimed solely at generating energy, at
the time furiously denounced the
claims as fake.

[ran’s refusal to suspend sensi-
tive uranium enrichment opera-
tions -- which the West fears could
be used to make a nuclear weapon -
- has already led to three sets of UN
Security Council sanctions against
lenran.
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PHOTO: AFP

Democratic presidential candidate US Senator Barack Obama supporters stage a rally to show their support at
University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania as Pennsylvania holds primary vote.
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1. More than 150 full-time faculty members with proven
teaching & research experience at home & abroad.

2. Well-stocked library with total collection around
90,000 books.

3. State-of-the-art computer lab with more than 600
‘work stations with Intemet facilities.

Financial Assistanc

1. NUB provides tuition fee waiver up to 100% based

on the result of SSC & HSC examinations.
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Bachelor's Programs:

Minimum 2nd Divisions or GPA 2.5
in both SSC and HSC or equivalent

examinations or 'O" Level in five
subjects and ‘A’ Level in two subjects
with minimum ‘C’ grade in each.

Master's Programs:

Age (for both positions): not over 35 years.

Other Benefits (for both positions): Provident Fund,
Gratuity, Festival bonuses, group insurance, in-house
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tests and interview. Please apply giving detailed CV with
a pass port size photograph and copies of all certificates
and testimonials by 8 May 2008 to:

Gt Director (Administration)

{1@))) NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
N, *"' 12 Kemal Ataturk Avenue,Banani, Dhaka-1213

Last date of Application poor and meritorious students from IBAT Trust.

April 30, 2008

For more information please contact:

Main Campus: 01191426301, 01191426302, 01191426303-14
9667237-40, Ext: 0, 301-304, 9128122, 9134729, 8153437-39
Ext. 108/109/110, 8152736-7, Ext. 0/202, Fax: 9135562
Khulna Campus: 041-813844, 01191426318, 01191426319-20 |
Rajshahi Campus: 0721-751529, 01191426315, 01191426316-17

e-mail: info@nub.ac.bd web: www.nub.ac.bd

TIITT (T [T

DI<Pl G2




