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Curry house staft protest
at new UK work rules

THE GUARDIAN, undated

Thousands of curry restaurant
workers gathered in London on
sSunday to demand that the govern-
ment relaxes new immigration
rules to avert a financial catastro-
phe caused by crippling staff short-
agesin the £3.5bn industry.

Members of the Bangladeshi
community, who were joined by
groups from Chinese, Indian,
Pakistani and Turkish catering
businesses at the protest in
Tratalgar Square, also complained
that a spate of "heavy-handed”
raids looking for illegal workers at
restaurants was damaging busi-
ness.

Under the new points-based
immigration system for workers
outside the EU which came into
force at the end of February, chels
need to speak English and have
academic qualifications to work
and livein the UK.

The Bangladesh Caterers
Association says this has lelt its

members unable to reeruit trained
Bangladeshi cooks and critically
short of staff, threatening the
future of the industry.

It estimates there are 27,500
vacancies in Bangladeshi-run
restaurants,

As demonstrators carrying
placards demanding "Save
Currynomics” surrounded the base
of Nelson's Column, Muzammil Ali,
who has run the Jewel in the Crown
curry house in Swindon for 21 years,
said he lacked skilled and unskilled
workers. “This law will make staft
shortages avery big problem forus,”
he said.

“The children who have been
born and brought up here don't
want to come into the catering
industry where they have to work
almost seven days a week and at
weekends. They have education
and qualifications and they can
earn more money elsewhere.”

Demonstrators also called for
an end to Border and Immigration
Agency raids.

Shabul Muhth said his two
restaurants in Kent had been
raided at around 6.30pm on Friday
and Saturday nights, the peak time
for his business. Around 18 uni-
formed officers arrived on each
occasion and closed the restaurant,
he said.

Customers who were halfway
through their meals had to leave
without paying their bills. Stafl
members then had to wait for two
to three hours while they searched
the premises, checked documenta-
tion and fingerprinted some meim-
bers, hesaid.

"Theydidn't find anything butit
spoilt business for those nights."
No action was taken against the
restaurant, he added. Muhth said

he would not mind if raids were
conducted on quiet nights, such as

Sundays and Mondays, and offi-
cers came in plain clothes and
"spoke nicely” to staff. "Come in
like a gentleman,” he said. "We're
not drug dealing, we're selling
curry.

Rally to mark
Global
Action Week

Bangladesh National Commission
for Unesco and Ministry of
Education in association with
Unesco, Dhaka organised a rally
vesterday marking the Global
Action Week to achieve education
forall, says a pressrelease.

The colorful rally started from
Banbais Bhaban at Palashi-Nilkhet
and ended at the Central Shaheed
Minar.

Officials of different ministries,
departments, civil society repre-
sentatives, journalists, teachers
and representatives from different
diplomatic missions, and students
of schools and Madrashas tookpart
in the rally.

University Grand Commission
Chairman Prof Nazrul Islam and
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of
Education Mohammad Shahullah
jointly led the rally.

Climate projects prevented
135m tonnes of Co2

AFP, oslo

Projects to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions in developing countries
have prevented 135 million tonnes
of CO2 emissions from entering
Earth's atmosphere so far, the
Norwegian classification group
Det Norske Veritas (DNV) said
yesterday.

The projects, known as Clean
Development Mechanisms
(CDMs) and defined in the Kyoto
Protocol, allow industrialised
countries and their companies o
finance projects aimed at reducing
greenhouse gases in developing
countries.

In return the investors are cred-
ited with emissionrights.

The 1,000th project has just
been certified in India, said Det
Norske Veritas, one of the world's
leading classification agencies.

"CDM projects have so far

generated more than 135 million
certified emission reductions
(CERs, each unit of which is equiv-
alentto one tonne of CO2)," itsaid.

"The mechanism is currently
anticipated to generate more than
2.7 billion CERs in the Kyoto
Protocol's first commitment
period” that runs from 2008 to

2012, itadded.

By comparison, Norway emit-
ted 53.7 million tonnes of CO2

equivalentlastyear.

CDM projects, which have
primarily benefitted China and

India so far, are not free from con-

(roversy.
Critics argue that some dam

projects in China have been offi-
cially certified as CDMs even

though they were partially con-
structed before being given the

certification -- suggesting they
would actually be used outside the
CDM framework.
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Brac officials and executive directors of five national NGOs sign an agreement at Brac Centre on Sunday.
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ORTHOPAEDIC TREATMENT CAMP
at LABAID SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL
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Labaid Specialized Hospital is going to
organize a free Orthopaedic Treatment Camp
on 23 and 24 Apnl 2008. Eminent Hip &
Knee Replacement specialist & renowned
orthopaetic surgeon Dr. Graham Forward
from Australia and Professor Dr. Md. Amjad
Hossain of Labaid Specialized Hospital shall
jointly provide free orthopaedic care to
patients suffering from orthopaedic problem.

Venue : Labaid Specialized Hospital

For registration please contact:

O17 13092700
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LABAID SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL
House b, Road 4, Dhanmond, Dhaka, Tel - 9676356
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BACI

Brac support
to five NGOs

Brac has taken up a special multi-
donor funded initiative to tackle
the extreme poverty in Bangladesh
called 'Challenging the frontiers of
poverty reduction-Targeting ultra
poor’, saysa pressrelease.

Brachas made acommitment to
fund Tk 17 lakh to five national
NGOs for two-years to replicate the
programme.

An agreement was signed on
Sunday between Brac Deputy
Executive Director Aminul Alam
and the executive directors of
Ashroy Foundation, Institute of
Development Affairs (IDEA),
Institute of Integrated Rural
Development (IIRD), Srijan Mahila
Sangstha (SMS), and Pally Bikash
Kendra (PBK) in this connection at
Braccentrein the city.

Brac Executive Director
Mahabub Hussain, Director of
Micro Finance Shabbir Ahmed
Chowdhury, and Director of Public
Affairs and Communications
Anwarul Haq were present at the
SIgning ceremony.

Girl drowns

A CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj
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A minor girl was drowned in the
river Padma near Baghra under
Srinagar upazila in Munshigan]
when she went to take bath in the
river on Sunday.

She was identified as Elora, 11,

Mugdapara in Dhaka. She 1s a
student of Manga Haidar Ali High

upazila on Saturday.

daughter of Ibrahim Hawlader of

School of Mugdapara. She went to
her village home in Srinagar

guardians.

Vehicles get stuck in a gridlock on the road in front of Wills Little Flower School at Kakrail in the city everyday due to haphazard car parking by the
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'‘MARKS ALL-ROUNDER'

Contest final
round today

CU CORRESPONDENT

The final round of the cultural
contest “Marks All-Rounder” will
be held today at 6.30pm at the
auditorium of Institute of
Engineers Bangladesh (IEB),
Chittagong.

Drishty Chittagong, an edu-
cational and cultural organisa-
tion of the port city, organised
the competition

24 Infantry Division GOC Ma]
Gen Mohammad Abdul Mubin
will attend the programme as the
chief guest while Chittagong
Divisional Commissioner
Hossain Jamil will attend as the
special guest.

Artist Mustafa Monwar,
media personality Dr Abdun Nur
Tushar and Lucky Imam would
adjudge the contestants while
popular singer Samina
Chowdhury would perform at
the ceremony.

A total of 15,000 students
from 454 schools of the port city
took part in the competitions. Ol
them, nine would compete in the
final round.

Sole Distributor

~ ELECTRO MART LIMITED

Phone: 956 4415,956 4642,716 2083,716 8609,
Fax:880 2 955 9231
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184 Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Dhaka 1000,
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for losing the capacity of division and breed.

environment for your family.

Gree’s improved silver fon is considered a kind of new and perfect
sterilizing material and technology worldwide. Silver fon strongly attracts
bacteria and microorganism, goes through its cell membrane and makes
the proteins of bacteria loss actively. it also helps to destroy the
composition of DNA of bacteria and microorganism, so that they would die

Thus, this function assists to provide you fresh and healthy living
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Dhaka: Noor Tower, 110 Bir Uttam C R Dutta Road, Phone: 9669455, 9666087; Shop 3-5, Level 1, Block C, Bashundhara City Shopping Mall, Panthapath, Phone: 9111440,
8121884 Ext. 301003, 301005: House: 48/8(new), Road 9A, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi, Phone: 8142632; 963 Shewrapara, Mirpur, Phone: 8053895; 33 South Avenue,

Gulshan 1, Phone: 8853921, 8850820; S N Electronics, 23/Ka Progoti Sarani, Badda, Phone: 9861498; 92/93 Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Phone: 9564642
9564415,7168609; 117 Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Phone: 7162083; 54 Bangabandhu National Stadium Market, Phone: 7160274, Chittagong: 30 Rirle Club,

KC Dey Road, Phone: 031-636507;421/A New Market, Phone: 031-630774; The Electronics, 102 Chittagong Shopping Complex, Phone: 031-651959; 305 Sheikh Mujib Road
Dewanhat, Phone: 031-2526632. Sylhet: Tin Tara Biponi, Zindabazar, Phone: 0821-814477,017 13370353 Bogra: Sherpur Road, Phone: 051-64598,017 13370354
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* Available Capacity - 1, 1.5 & 2 tons (12,000-24,000 BTU)
* Auto-changeover Cooling based on room temperature
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BACI Construction Industry Exhibition 2008

May 31 - June 2, 2008 W Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

orgarizer- {2 Bangladesh Association of Construction Industry (BAC)

Nahar Green Summit (3rd floor), House # 43, Road # 16 (Old-27), Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209, Banaladesh
Tel:88-02-8119353 Fax: 88-02-8119353 Email: baci@bdcom.net, info@baci-bd.org Web;mw'.r.bacgbd.org
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Enjoy the Great efficiency ot Green technolog
to keep yourself safe from bacteria, smoke partic

Distributor : White Products & Electronics Ltd.
Sonartori Tower (11th floor), 12 Sonargaon Road, Dhaka 1000.

Corporate solution : 01713083668, 01552370636 Hotline Service : 01711538146

Sonartori Tower : 9663556 Rifles Square : 8624792 Airport Road : 8118880-81 Farmgate : 01711940847 Bashundhara City : 9111440, Ext : 405113, 01711520109 Crescent Center - 8555519, 9563433 Stadium-1 . 9555584
Stadium-2 : 9552376 Stadium-3 : 9554749 Mouchak - 9331870, 8118880-81 Lalmatia : 9118328 Gulshan-1 : 9883344 Gulshan-2 : 8811576, 9880516 Uttara : 8911971 Lalbag : 8629567 Luxmibazar : 7167548 Bashabo - 8252018
Holland Centre : 8850545 Mirpur-1 : 9010878 Mirpur-10 . 9005843 Ibrahimpur : 9872098 Dholairpar : 7413236 Jinjira : 7772026 Savar : 7742831 Khilkhet Bazar : 8920404 Narayangonj : 7632704 Norshindi - 63086 Gazipur .
9256925 Gazipur Chowrasta : 01715687171 Shafipur : 01726757878 Konabari : 01915349394 Maowna : 01711187717 Mymensingh ; 54881 Jamalpur : 01711787154 Kishoregonj : 55540 Sirajgon) : 01711242464 Comilla * 66567
Laksham : 51184 Chittagong Wasa Corner : 611334 Agrabad : 712810 Rifle Club,CTG : 04434486975 Bandartila,CTG : 741328 Fenl : 61147 Cox's Bazar : 51130 Khagrachari : 62429 Bandarban : 62164 Rajshahi : 774675, 775864
Khulna : 722605, 731698 Jessore : 67331, 01711688462 Jessore-2 : 62485 Choumuhonl : 52007 Barishal : 64062 Bogra - 72444, 64904 Sylhet : 710171 711377 Faridpur : 66111 Hobigon] : 62289 Doulotpur . 760663 Narail
01711688457 Shatkhira . 62424 Magura : 62597 Chapainababgon) : 01712095267 Natore : 62189 Naogaon : 01711208189 Nababbari : 51444, 64904 Saptapadi Market, Bogra : 01712271304 Lalmonirhat . 61480 Gailbandha

| 61636, 01712003117 .[u : 63?, 111302{}{)? Ishwardi : 63057 Pabna : 51813 Brahmanbaria : 52799 Ramgon] : 01712268370 Chuadanga : 01712937833 Rangpur : 62141 Dinajpur : 61087 Chandpur ' 67477
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Participants: Manufacturers and Importers of

Corporate Property Developers

Please contact by April 30, 2008 for booking :

TOTAL SOLUTIONS, Event Manager

HAL Mars, 5 Shaheed Sangbadik Salina Parveen Sarak, Boro Moghbazar, Dhaka-1217
Phone: 9359019, 831 9557, 935 7447 Fax: 88-02-8321365
E-mail: totalsolutionsbd@yahoo,com Hotline: 01711 046907, 01913 526246

Stalls will be allocated on first come first serve basis
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Please check & buy
the right Capacity (BTU/Ton) Air Conditioner.

Brandcycle/GREE A{.-,’H[_}r]tp'(iﬁ
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“isense Air Conditioner is your Wise Choice
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fine cotton lint and to make your room fresher than ever before
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Are yr:;u buying the Right §

Capacity (BTU/Ton]

® Bricks & Hollow bricks ® Cement ® Rod @ Furniture @ Electric Cable @ Electric Fittings & Fixture
® Sanitary Ware ® Glass @ Generator @ Lift & Escalator ® Paint ® Pipe ® Bank & Financial
Institutions ® Light & Heavy equipment @ Others related to the construction industry and
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