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Nat'l chess on

SPORTS REPORTER

The final phase of the 34th National
Chess Championship got under-
way at the federation hall-room
yesterday.

Reigning champion GM
Abdullah Al Rakib, IM Enamul

lrd

crowd on their feet and chaeﬁ:ﬂ B
wildly after just three balls, all
which sped to different pansofuw' b,
ground: a lofted straight drive over *

severely hampered their momentum.
Shane Watson hinted at carrying on
the good work that his fellow
Australians had managed earlier in

The hype and hoopla over

Hossain Rajib, GM Ziaur Rahman,

FM Abu Sufian Shakil and Monir

Hossain won their respective first
round games. '
A total of 14 players are taking

partin the round-robin league.

In the day's round, Rakib won
against FM Mohammad Javed,
Rajib beat FM Abdul Malek, Zia
beat FM Syed Mahfuzur Rahman
Emon, Shakil beat Sohel
Chowdhury, Monir beat FM Sheikh
Nasir Ahmed, GM Reefat Bin Sattar
drew his board with FM
Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar and
GM Niaz Murshed drew with
Debaraj Chatterjee.

Setara passes
away

SPORTS REPORTER

Setara Begum, the national award-
winning swimmer, breathed her
last in BIRDEM hospital last eve-
ning.

She had admitted to hospital
four months back with complica-
tions of kidney illness and for last
few days she was kept in ICU fol-
lowing a brain stroke.

She was buried in her village in
Kashipur under Narayanganj
district.

Setara got the national award in
2005 for her tremendous success in
the national competitions from
1975 to 1985. She secured 105
medals including some long dis-
tance records during her ten-year
tenure as a swimimer.

She became champions in 50m
and 100m freestyle and backstroke
from 197510 1977.

Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) condoled her
death and expressed their deepest
sympathy to her family members.

Kolkata win

FROM PAGE 17

the other end struggled to push the
scoring but cut loose in the 17th
over, clattering two sixes over
midwicket off David Hussey, who
had the last laugh when he hung on
to askierto getrid of Symonds as the
innings folded up in the 19th over.

While one would have expected
Kolkata to approach the chase with

caution, Brendon McCullum was
having nothing of it. Taking guard
like a gladiator preparing for a duel
in Rome's Colloseum, with a
golden helmet to boot, he walked
across his stumps off the first ball
and whipped ChamindaVaas down
fine leg. However, following his
masterclass unbeaten 158 in
Bangalore, he learnt a harsh lesson
in humility after falling rather
tamely for 5, lobbing a leading edge
straight to Rohit Sharma at point
and the crowd were suddenly
silenced. A double-strike by Vaas
sent back Ricky Ponting and
Wriddhiman Saha, though Ponting
could be consider himself a tad
unlucky, with replays indicating
the ball sailing over the stumps.

At 21 for 3, it was game on and
the pitch didn't show any signs of
easing up. Ganguly, like his oppos-
ing number Laxman, was the vic-
tim of a real snorter off Vaas that
struck him flush on the chest. Styris
appeared most lethal off the pitch,
rolling his fingers, getting it to turn
square and kickup.

The pressure was on as Laxman
packed the infield to cut off the
singles. Ganguly felt the heat as
almost every soft push was inter-
cepted by the fielders and even as he
shaped to drive through the line, the
pitch would send the ball darting in
another direction. At one stage,
Kolkata were living off wides alone
as the surface left very little margin
for error even for the bowlers.

After pushing and prodding for
his 14, Ganguly finally departed
trying ton slog the left-arm spinner
Pragyan Ojha. His partner Hussey
bravely defied the bowling at the
other end, making room and carv-
ing Sanjay Bangar over extra cover
for six and Mohammad Hafeez too
eased the pressure, lauching
Symonds over long-on. Just when
Kolkata had a partnership going,
Hafeez fell to a moment of indiscre-
tion, reverse-sweeping Ojha to
Symonds at cover just before the
lights went out. The scores were
freakishly tied at that stage on
Duckworth/Lewis and had no play
been possible, we would have wit-
nessed a bowl-out. The lights even-
tually came back on and Hussey
saluted the din at the Eden Gardens
with an unbeaten 38. Kolkata
silentlty would have thanked an
invisible figure called Extras, which
contributed 28 to the chase, also the
second-highest top scorer.

SCORES IN BRIEF

DECCAN CHARGERS: 110 all out
in 18.4 overs (Gilchrist 23,
Venugopal 14, Symonds 32, Styris
6, Yadav 10, Bangar 14; M Kartik 3-
17, Agarkar 2-19, I Sharma 1-9,
Hafeez 1-8,Dinda 1-18)

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS: 112 for
5in 19 overs (Saha 10, McCullum 5,
Ponting 0, Ganguly 14, D Hussey
not out 38, Hafeez 13, Shukla not
out 4, extras 28; Vaas 2-9, Ojha 2-
18, RP Singh 1-15)

Result: Kolkata Knight Riders won
by 5 wickets.

Man-of-the-match: David Hussey.
Toss: Deccan Chargers.

Umpires: Billy Bowden and
Krishna Hariharan.
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AFP, Charleston

Former world number one Serena
Williams moved a step closer to a
third straight WTA Tour title here
Saturday with a semifinal victory at
the Family Circle Cup.

Williams, the fifth seed,
defeated unseeded Frenchwoman
Alize Cornet 7-5, 6-3 to reach the
title match at the 1.3 million-dollar
claycourt tournament.

Currently ranked ninth in the
world, Williams has won 14 consec-
utive matches, including back-to-
backtitles in Bangalore and Miami.
Her rankingis expected torise to
sixth if she can claim her 31st career
championship Sunday.

“I'm just trying to take it one
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AFP, Estoril

Roger Federer will carry a 9-0
career record over Nikolay
Davydenko into Sunday’s final at
the Estoril Open with the Swiss
world number one looking to win
his first title 0of 2008.

"I know the danger of Nikolay,"
top seed Federer said of his world
number four rival.

“I've had some lucky wins
against him. It was close at Roland
Garros in the semifinal last year. |
know what a great great player he
is. That's why I'm so proud of my
record.”

Federer, working with new
Spanish coach Jose Higueras,
struggled to subdue Germany's
world number 104 Denis
Gremelmayr 2-6, 7-5, 6-1 to reach
his first final of a testing season on
Saturday.

The world number one, who has
not lifted a title since the Masters
Cup in November, won eight of the
last nine games to gain control after
dropping the opening set against
Gremelmayr who was playing in
his first semifinal.

Davydenko, who beat
Frenchman Florent Serra 6-2, 6-2,

tournament at a time right now,"
Williams said when asked about
cracking the top five again.

“Staying healthy and playing
well is my focus. I'm not thinking
about rankings, I'm thinking about
titles.”

Williams® opponent on Sunday
will be Russian Vera Zvonareva,
who defeated her fourth-seeded
compatriot Elena Dementieva 6-3,
6-7(2/7),6-3.

Zvonareva, 23, claimed her first
victory over 26-year-old
Dementieva, who had won both of
their previous encounters.

Zvonareva, who advanced from
the quarterfinals with an upset of
top seed and defending champion
Jelena Jankovic of Serbia, will be
trying to improve on her two run-
ner-up finishes to date this season.

Now 18-1, Williams already is
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Mohammedan forward Ariful Haque Prince (L) scores his second goal against Mariner Youngs during their Brac
Bank Club Cup hockey tournament clash at the Moulana Bhasani National Hockey Stadium yesterday.

Serena reaches final

building a strong resume this
season.

On Friday, she posted an
impressive 7-5, 4-6, 6-1
quarterfinal’ victory over fourth-
ranked Maria Sharapova, who lost
for just the second time in 26
matches this season.

Williams, 26, improved to 4-1
against top-four players with the
win, including a thorough 6-2, 6-0
thrashing of top-ranked Justine
Henin in the Miami quarterfinals.

Though not at Williams' level,
the 40th-ranked Cornet has played
some of her best tennis on the
green clay in America.

The 18-year-old also reached
the semifinals at Amelia Island last
weekend, and her victory over

Hungarian Agnes Szavay in.

Friday's quarterfinal marked her
biggestupsetofthe season.

has now won 11 matches in a row
including the prestigious Miami
crown earlier this month.

The Russian said he's ready for
Federer.

"I like it when the stadium is
againstme,” he said.

Federer is working this week on
a trial basis with clay master
Higueras, who has had the Swiss
out on the practise court after his
last two matches to fine-tune his
form in his first week of the clay
season.

Federer confirmed the new act
will continue into the Monte Carlo
Masters which begins on Sunday.

"Jose will come to me in
Monaco, you can call itanother test
weekifyoulike," said Federer.

The 12-time Grand Slam winner
said he had to overcome early
troublesagainst Gremelmayr.

“Itwas tough to playin the wind,
it was not easy, it came and went. |
struggled absolutely and wasn't
able to play aggressive in the begin-
ning."

But after five days on clay, two-
time French Open finalist Federer
said he's finding his feet on the
gruelling surface.

"I feel more comfortable, mov-
ing and sliding. This is my first final
of the year and I'm very happy with
the week so far.”

Federer struggles to a win

The Swiss tookaset to getaccus-
tomed to the gusty conditions, with
the wind replacing the rain of
recent days at the Estadio
Nacional.

He fired ten aces and broke four
times as he took control of the
match despite swirling red dust
often forcing both players to hold
up on their serves and turn their
heads away.

Federer's win - he claimed eight
ofthe last nine games - was his 15th
of the season against four defeats
during a campaign which began on
the back foot after he suffered

‘glandular fever at the Australian

Open where he was ousted in the
semifinal.

“You have to be able to playinall
conditions, rain, wind, slow courts,
fast courts," said Federer, in the
huntfora54th career trophy.

"You have to be ready for every-
thing if you want to win the big
titles.

"I got alot of information out of
this week and I hope to beat
Nikolayin the final."

In the WTA tournament, second
seeded Russian Mana Kirilenko
beat Czech Klara Zakopalova 2-6,
6-3, 7-5 to set up a final against
another Czech Iveta Benesova, a
winner over Marat Ani of Estonia 6-
2,6-1.

FROM PAGE 17
Bangladesh attack from the start.

There is only a small difference
between the two sides.”

The whitewash was helped
considerably by a record-breaking
performance from Salman Butt,
who made two hundreds and two
fifties in the series. The 451 runs he
scored was a record of sorts, going
past Mohammad Yousuf as the
scorer of most runs in a five-match

bilateral series. But Malik said
Butt'swasn'talone hand.

"Butt was superb for us
through the series, but I would say
the entire team did well. Shahid
Afridi took 12 wickets as well and
others performed for us.
Ultimately, it is great to break the
most wins record. Winning against
any team is winning so we’re
proud of that, but the credit for it
goes to all the players.”

Siddons looks on the bright side

Pakistan now prepare for a tri-
series in Bangladesh before
hosting the Asia Cup and ICC
Champions Trophy later in the
season. "We are trying to create
competition for our players, in
opening, in the middle order and
bowling as well. We want to have
a pool of players, all picked on
their performance because we

have some tough tournaments
ahead.”
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Winners of the banglalink Noboborsho Cup Golf Tournament and the 15th banglalink Challenge Cup Golf
Tournament pose for photographs with chief guest Lt Gen ATM Zahirul Alam at the Kurmitola Golf Club on Friday.

Iwenty20 cricket's Indian Premier
League (IPL) notwithstanding, its
most valued Mumbai team, owned
by the country's richest person
Mukesh Ambani, is not even one-
tenth the value of top American
baseball team New York Yankees.

According to a new list of the 30
Major League Baseball teams,
published in a special edition of
business magazine Forbes and
ranked on the basis of their valua-
tion, New York Yankees are cur-
rently valued at 1.306 billion dol-
lars.

In comparison, all the eight IPL
teams, currently fighting for the
league's first ever trophy in India,
together carry a value tag of just
about half this figure at 723.7 mil-
liondollars.

Besides, even the most valued
IPL team carries a value less than
the least valued of the 30 MLB
teams.

Mumbai Indians, which is
owned by billionaire Mukesh
Ambani who runs the country's
most valued corporate house, is
valued at 111.9 million dollars --
greater than any other team of the
league. _

It is closely followed by
Bangalore Royal Challengers,
owned by another billionaire busi-
nessman Vijay Mallya, with a team
value of 111.6 million dollars, while
Hyderabad Deccan Chargers --
owned by media house Deccan
Chronicle -- is the only other IPL
teamn with a valuation of over 100
million dollar.

In comparison, the least valued
among all the 30 teams of MLB --
which operates North America's
two topmost professional baseball
leagues, the National League and
the American League -- has a value
of256 million dollars.

However, New York Yankees is
the only team currently valued at
over one billion dollar, according to
Forbes list.

Mohammedan
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took a 1-0 lead in the first-half
through a 12th minute strike by
captain Prince.

Prince converted a penalty corner
after his side spoiled two attempts
within two minutes.

Afterthe breather, Mohammedan
kept the pressure on their opponents
and earned three penalty corners but

. none could the capitalised on. But

Prince hit the board in the 44th min-
utetodouble the margin.

It was too late for Mariners to
come back in the match when they
pulled one goal back just before the
final whistle.

In the othermatch, Asaduzzaman
Chandan struck thrice and Igbal
Nader added two after Ripon Kumar
put them ahead in the third minute
to give Sonali Bank a comfortable
victoryin their last group match.

It was the bankers' second win in
three games as they thrashed
Mariners 7-0 before losing the previ-
ous matchagainstMohammedan.

The winners all but confirmed
their victory in the first-half when
theydominated the session by4-0.

Shuvo Kumar netted only the goal
forBimanin the 52nd minute.

BFF polls come

FROM PAGE 17
colleaguesinthe panel. '

On the other hand Amin Ahmed
Chowdhury led a big procession
that included most of the current
and former national footballers
like Sheikh Aslam, Alfaz Ahmed,
Arif Khan Joy, Nazrul Islam,
Khurshid Babul and Imtiaz Ahmed
Johnny.

Salam Murshedi submitted his
nomination paper from the panel
for the post of senior vice-
president while Nurul Alam
Chowdhury, Kazi Nabil Ahmed,
Badal Roy, Shawkat Ali Khan
Jahangir and Anwar Hossain Ujjal,
who later expressed his desire to
withdraw his paper, submitted
their nominations for the posts of
fourvice-presidents.

Interestingly former BFF gen-
eral secretary Harunur Rashid only
wished to contest forthe hember's
posL

"He (Harun) willingly decided
to contest for member's post. It's
nice to get an experienced organ-
iser like him beside me, " said Amin.

"I am really excited because
most of current and former
national players are with me. I am
hopeful to win the contest to inject
newblood in the game," he added.

The retired army official how-
ever raised question about the
people around his rival
Salahuddin.

"He is a big name in the game.
But it is interesting to see the peo-
ple around him whom he left in
disgust notso longago,” he said.

A total of 27 nomination papers
were submitted from Amin's panel.

The candidates can withdraw
their papers by April 23,

CRICINFO, undated
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After two first-innings totals which
had gone in excess of 200, the
bowlers at last had their say at the
Feroz Shah Kotla, as Delhi
Daredevils thrashed Rajasthan
Royals by nine wickets in a disap-
pointingly one-sided game in the
Indian Premier League on
Saturday.

Rajasthan didn't itave a chance
after their batsmen had floundered
badly, putting up a dismal 129 on
the board. Gautam Gambhir's
unbeaten 58, and his 112-run
partnership with Shikhar Dhawan -
- who helped himself to a half-
century as well -- finished off the
run-chaseinamere 15.1 overs,

The only bit that went right for
Rajasthan was the toss, which
Shane Warne, their captain, won
and had little hesitation in choos-
ing to bat. When Taruwar Kohli
survived five deliveries from Glenn
McGrath in the corridor and
spanked the sixth one over cover
point for six, it seemed the run-fest
had started all over again. As it
turned out, Rajasthan had little to
celebrate thereafter. In his next
over, Kohli chanced his arm again
against McGrath, but only found
Mithun Manhas at midwicket.
McGrath went on to bowl the first
maiden over of the tournament,
and from there Delhi never let the
initiative slip.

Rajasthan did their cause no
favours with two run-outs, which

the day in Mohali, pulling McGrath
and Brett Geeves for fours, but his
resistance was ended swiftly following
a misunderstanding with
Mohammad Kaif. Yusuf Pathan had
already fallen to the run-out route
earlier, and when Kaif, who struggled
to find the gaps and the runs, scooped
one to Geeves at short fine leg
Rajasthan had slurmped to 57 for 5.

In a team which had the
immense figures of McGrath and
Daniel Vettori in their bowling line-
up, the hero of the'day was Farveez
Maharoof, who bowled with excel-
lent control, changing his pace and
offering the batsmen no width to
score off. His dismissal of Darren
Lehmann, who was trapped on the
shuffle, was another blow to
Rajasthan's hopes of getting a
challenging total on the board.

Ravindra Jadeja, the left-hand
batsman, offered some resistance,
hitting Vettori for a sixand a four off
his first two balls, but Vettori had
the last laugh, deceiving him with a
quicker one which rattled the
stumps. Warne and Dinesh
Salunkbe ensured that Delhi
needed to score at more than a run
a ball, but on a flat pitch against a
batting line-up which included
Virender Sehwag and Gambhir at
the top of the order, there was little
chance of defending that score.

Their opening partnership
lasted just ten balls, but it was
enough to set the tone for the run-
chase. Gambhir's slash and
straight drive in the first over off
Munaf Patel both found the bound-
ary, while Sehwag had the home

Watson's head, a spanking pult ' |
through midwicket, and then the *
best shot of them taﬁ!g - adelectable |
late cut between wicketkeeper
and slip. That, unfortunately, wai"
as good as it got, as Watson hit
ripping a quick one which
the stumps off the pads. |
Nothing could stop Gambhir, '
though, as he continued the '
Twenty20 form he had shown in the l 4
World Cup in South Africa. Anauda,, , |
cious extra-cover drive for six and a l -
late cut off Munaf quickly brought ,
the asking rate below a run a ball, § -
after which itwas a cool canter. ' dic
Rajasthan's one hope was
Warne, but Gambhir and Dhawan § |
didn't allow him to settle in either, l
sweeping and pulling him for fours
evenn as Warne's reactions sug-
gested he was only a whisker '
from a wicket. He pulled hlms;?o‘ayﬂ-l
the attack after just two overs, and
the rest was a mere formality.

SCORES IN BRIEF I
RAJASTHAN ROYALS: 129 for 8 in
20 overs (Jadeja 29, Salunkhe 26, '
Watson 21, Warne 14, Pathan 10;5,
Maharoof 2-11, Bhatia 2-17.~4
McGrath 1-21, Vettori 1-35) e
DELHI DAREDEVILS: 132 for 1 in
15.1 overs (Gambhir 58 not out
Dhawan 52 not out, Sehwag 12;

»

Watson 1-31) t
Result: Delhi Daredevils won by 9 '
wickets. |

Toss: Rajasthan Royals. !

Man-of-the-match: Farveez '
Maharoof.

Umpires: Aleem Dar and GA
Pratapkumar.

Return pleases Flintoff :

‘Eﬁ] Cricket '

CRICINFO, undated

Andrew Flintoff was on Saturday
content with his return to first-
class cricket but insisted that his
fragile left ankle will require
constant supervision for the rest
ofhis career.

Flintoff's ankle was operated on
over the winter and he made his
comeback for Lancashire in their
drawn malch against Surrey at The
Oval over the past fourdays. He only
made 23 with the bat but returned
the encouraging figures of 1 for 72
from 28 steady overs in Surrey’s
mammoth 537 for5 declared.

"From a fitness point of view |
thought I kept my pace up all the
way through my spells, maybe
there is a little bit more in there but
not a great deal,” Flintoff said at
The Oval, when the fourth and final

day was washed out. "It was quite a
placid pitch and itwas about focus-
ing on getting it in the right areas
given the players they've got in
their team.

“I have always been confident
coming back but when you've had
four operations you have a bit more
knowledge about your ankle. I just
turmed up here to play a game of
cricket under no concern about
howmy fitness was goingto be.

“Tjust turned up here to playa
game of cricket under no con-
cern about how my fitness was
goingto be."

In the past, Flintoff has rushed
his comeback from ankle surgery.
Combined with his heavyworkload
this has caused a recurrence of the
injury but, this time round, he
hopesitmight be fourth time lucky:

"Coming out of the operation,
hopefully it is cured clinically but
then probably from a workload
point of view -- | have come back

b |

from the previous operations and
played for a period oftime - maybe
if I played for a period of time, for 10
or 12 months, and break the cycle l
of bowling 150 overs, 200 overs and
breaking down I will be happy,” he |
said. "But I am going to have to
keep working on my ankle, my left !
legand calfin particular.

“So 1 will probably be on some !
sort of rehab programme now for }
the rest of my career.” With the first *
Test against New Zealand only a —{
month away, Flintoff admitted his °
keenness to be selected but
remained cautious about his
chances. | *|

"I'would love to be involved on
May 15, there is obviously no
change there, but 1 know I have to
perform,” he said. "It's nice to get
28 overs under my belt and bowl ‘
quite nicely but I have to score *
some runs as well, which I am }
working hard to do and fully *
aware of." !

GM Abdullah Al Rakib (R) ponders his next move on the opening day of the National Chess Championship at the
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National Sports Council yesterday. I
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS 28 Plant DOWN 12 English 7
1 Scoun- whose 1 Al home-
drel juice betler work, 10
4 Chum goes 2 Met often
7 Sound ol inlo melody 14 "Once — 13
content- lequila 3 Bureau a lime”™
menl 30 Resont 4 One 15 Quaker's 16
8 Narc's 33 Recrea- who posses-
measures  lion must be sive 19 < '
10 Inducing centers paid? 19 Schiep
goose- 36 Tough S "Oh, 20 Pigpen 2{ |22
fiesh 1o woe!” 21 Wilt
11 Parisian endure 6 Nessie's Chamber- 26
ruflian 37 Make homa, lain
13 Booly slight e.9. nickname  [53 1
conlainer modifica- 7 Machu 22 Beepers
16 Cow's tions Picchu 23 Macad- 5 ¥ 7z
chaw 38 Marsh site amize
17 Ignite growlh 8 Couturier 24 Summer- it
18 Blond 39 Grown-up Donna lime
shade elvers 9 Scabbard beverage 39
19 Author 40 Red or 10 Lis1- 25 Fool
Uris Black ending 26 Ginor- m
20 Remain 41 Pismire abbr. mous
21 Reject 28 Remark
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