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Heat wave, water-power crisis
disrupt life in northern dists

Mercury rises to 39.4 degree Celsius in Rajshahi:

Weathermen say no respite in sight

ANWAR ALl, Rajshahi

W G R
The persisting heat wave, coupled  [igss SRR B Eim
with power load shedding and
water crisis have disrupted life in
northern districts.

The hear wave may continue a
couple of days more, weather men
said yesterday. :

The mercury rose to 39.4 |
degrees Celsius in Rajshahi while
humidity in air was recorded at 12
per cent yesterday, sending people
on streets panting for water and |
cool air. | ¥

Shahidul Islam, a senior
weather observer said, “Such low
humidity reduces possibility of
rain’.
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Meteorologist Sadekul Islam at
the Met office here said, “Possibil-
ity of rain in next three days is

bleak".
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labourers are unable to stay in
fields forlong,

"It's too hot for me. [ am drink-
ing several glasses of water in an
hour but still can not bear the
heat,” said rickshaw-puller
Merajul in Shalbagan area in the
city.

“l have been drinking saline
water every hour to survive in the
hot spell”, said a traffic sergeant at
Bornali intersection.

Acute water crisis In many

Haque said, two 'medium heat
waves' with a temperature
range of up to 40 degree Celsius
were due to occur in April. One
swept over the area in the sec-
ond week of April and the other
IS continuing,

The hot spell is also sweeping
Khulna, Barisal, Faridpur and
Dhaka regions with temperature
hovering between 36 and 38
degree Celsius, he said.

The scorching heat has made
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areas increased sufferings of the
people.

Out of 226 lakh gallons needed,
the city corporation supplies only
106 lakh gallons. Most of the 6500
tubewells in city are not function-
ing as the underground water level
wentdown.,

Moreover, many water pumps
are also not working due to load
shedding.

One of the two Barapukuria
power generation units tripped on
Friday, causing around 200 MW
load shedding in 16 districts of

PHOTO BY ASAD

Weary of the scorching heat, buffalos stream in towards the Padma River to quench their thirstand have a relishing
bath. The photo was taken from Sreerampur in Rajshahi yesterday.

Rajshahidivision.

“The authorities allocated
460 MW power today but for
safety of the lone running
Barapukuria power generation
unit, we are told to supply only
403 MW", an official at Rajshahi
regional Power Development
Board (PDB) office said yester-
day.

Doctors have advised people
to drink enough water, if possi-
ble cold water, particularly
during daytime to avoid dehy-
dration.

KALIHATI TRAGEDY

Pall of gloom descends as 18
bodies buried in Kurigram

nel and union parishad chair-

men were present during their

arrival. [
All the deceased were day

A CORRESPONDENT, Kurigram

Bodies of 18 people, who were
“killed in a road accident in

Kalihati upazila in Tangail dis-
trict early Saturday, were buried
at their village homes 1n
Kurigram district yesterday
noon.

labourers who left home to look
for farming job in different dis-
tricts at the harvest time.

The deceased were identified
as Musa Mia, 20, of village

As the bodies of ill-fated Sarkartari under Hasnabad
people arrived in the morn- union of Nageshwari upazila,
ing, a pathetic scene was Rezzak Ali, 36, of Char
created with family members' Rahmaner Kuti under
wailing. Ballaberkhas union, Ibrahim,

Kurigram Additional
Deputy Commissioner Mir
Johurul Islam, Nageshwari
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Ahmed Kabir, police person-

30, of village Khamar Hasnabad,
Jahan Uddin, 38, of village
Khasmahal under Kachakata
union, Shahabuddin, 48, of the
same village, Majid Hossain, 50,

of village Sarkar Para, Ajbad
Mia, 25, of Char Rahmaner Kuti
under Kachakata ﬁﬁiﬂn.
Mangol, 28, of village Kanipara,
Abdus Sattar, 32, of village
Khamar Hasnabad, Johurul, 34,
of village Char Rahmaner Kuti,
Nur Islam, 32, of village
Tupamari, Hossain Ali, 35,
Jakaria, 28, Goljar Hossain, 40,
of the same village, Monjurul
Alam, 30, of village Char
Rahmaner Kuti, Shaheb Ali, 35,
of village Khasmahal, Jahan
Uddin, 40, of village Khash
Mahal, and bus helper Chand
Mia, 30, of Ulipur.
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EXTORTION, VANDALISM
8 labour leaders

get 3yrs RI

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Gaibandha Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court yester-
day sentenced eight labour leaders
including secretary of Gaibandha
Motor Sramik Union to three years
rigorous imprisonment for extor-
tion and vandalism,

They were also fined Tk 10 thou-
sand each, in default to suffer six
months more imprisonment.

The convicts are Jamalur
Rahman, general secretary of
Gaibandha Motor Sramik Union,
Khokan Chowdhury, Md Salim,
Hasen, Md Momin, Shiekh Farid,
Uzzal Mia and Nikhil ChandraDas.

The eight people on December
25 last year demanded toll from
employees of local transport
agency Rohan Paribahan, goes the
prosecution.

Angered over refusal, they ran-
sacked a coach of Rohan Paribahan
at Gaibandha bus terminal, injur-
ing ten passengers on board.

The court acquitted two of the
charge-sheeted accused as the
prosecution failed to produce
adequate evidence against them.

TEXTBOOK SCAM
2 education staff

remanded in
Rangpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Police yesterday took detained
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila educa-
tion officer Nazrul Islam and office
assistant Shahidul Islam on two
days' remand in connection with
selling primary books in the open
market.
Rangpur District and Sessions
Judge's Court granted the remand.
Joint forces caught Shahidul
Islam on April 11 red-handed with a
truck loaded with 18,000 sets of
primary school books meant for
free distribution among students.
Upon information from
Shahidul, police arrested the
upazila primary education officer.
Lamonirhat district primary
education officer wrote to the
director general of the Directorate
of Primary Education to take offi-
cial action against the officials and
employees who were involved with
the stealing of 18,000 sets of books.

Land surveyors
held for bribery

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Three land surveyors of
Panchagarh land office were caught
while allegedly taking bribe from a
farmers during land survey at
Baniapur village in Debiganj
upazila, police said. 2

The arrestees are Golam
Khaybar, Rezaul Karim, and
Mozammel Haque.

Debiganj police said the three
were caught red handed while they

were taking bribe from farmer Md.
Hasibur Rahman. Police also recov-
ered Tk 8640 bribe money from them.

Officer-in-Charge of Debiganj
police station Md. Abdul Latif said
they were produced before court,
whuch sent them to Panchagarh jail,

ONAL

9 bombs, bullets,
recovered in
C'nawabganj

A CORRESPONDENT, € nawabgonj

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) recov-
ered nine bombs, 20 bullets, 10,000
Indian Rupees and 22 phensidyl
bottles from a clearing and for-
warding agent office at Huzrapur in
Chapainawabgonj town yesterday
and arrested four persons,

The arrestees are Liakat All, Arif
and Mithu, Rab sources said,

They said acting on a tip-off, a
team from Rab-5 raided the office
and recovered those.

After the recovery, Rab
launched drives in different areas
of the town, they said.

Sylhet JCD rallies
demand release
of Khaleda

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) took
out a silent procession, formed a
human chain and held rallies at two
educational institutions in Sylhet
city yesterday to press home the
demand for immediate release of
former prime minister and BNP
chiefKhaleda Zia and others.

The MC college unit of JCD took
a silent procession covering faces
with black clothes on the campus
in the afternoon. They held a brief
rally after the procession.

The JCD men of Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College organised
a human chain and held a rally on
the campus.

They demanded immediate
withdrawal of the 'conspiratory
cases' filed against Khaleda Zia,
Tarique Rahman, JCD chief Azizul
Bari Helal and others and immedi-
aterelease of the leaders.

10 hurt as train derails
in Lalmonirhat

A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

At least 10 passengers including
Iwo women were injured when
seven bogies of a Burimari-bound
train from Lalmonirhat deralled at
Doiljor near Aditmari railway
station yesterday,

The injured people were treated
atthe local upazila health complex.

Iwo of the injured--Romena
Begum,42, and Shamsul Alam,
J5were shifted to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital with critical inju-
ries while the rest were treated at
the local health complex.

According to sources at
Lalmonirhat railway control room,
train movement on the route was
stopped as all the seven bogies of
the train derailed at about 2:45 pm
yesterday.

A rescue train reached the spot
at 5pm yesterday and was doing
rescue work when the report was
filed in the evening.

Railway Divisional Manager in
Lalmonirhat DRM Kazi Rafiqul
Islam told this correspondent that
the train derailed due to lack of
stones and slippers on the track.

Phénsidyl stolen
from maalkhana

2 policemen suspended

in Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Sub Inspector Abdur Rahman and
Constable Masum Billah, who were
on duty at maalkhana (store) of
Barisal court, were suspended
yesterday after theft of seized
phensidyl from the store was
detected,

Deputy Commissioner of
Barisal Metropolitan Police (BMP)
Kazi Mortaz Ahmed ordered the
suspension after Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) caught one Delwar
along with phensidyl from Barisal
Collectorate compound.

Ten bottles of phensidyl were

recovered from underneath the
clothes of Delwar during search,
done followinga tip-off, sources said.

Delwar was handed over to
Kotwali police after interrogation
by Rab.

During police interrogation,
Delwar confessed that he regularly
collected phensidyl from the store
of the court complex and that.the
two policemen there helped him in
drug peddling, police sources said.

Delwar also said that Phesidyl
bottles seized by law enforcers and
kept at the maalkhana were stolen
regularly by on-duty policemen
and supplied to him.

The Daily Star

No coal import
thru' Tamabil
border for 4 days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

e

There was no coal import through
Tamabil border for the fourth day
yesterday.

Some Bangladeshi coja)
importers said Indian exporters
stopped coal export through
Tamabi-Dauki border alleged dye
to alleged interference by
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).

They claimed that BDR per-
sonnel often interrogate Indian
truckers at the border though
Bangladeshi customs officials are
there to do the job.

Indian truckers are allowed to
unload coal on stack yards inside
Bangladesh territory.

Other sources said BDR
recently strengthened its moni-
toring along borders.

A few months ago, Indian
traders stopped coal export
because of alleged "harassment’
by Indian Border Security Force
(BSF).

Coal traders in Sylhet called
upon the authorities to take steps
forresuming coal import.

BDR Sector Commander in
Sylhet Col Obayed told The Daily
Star yesterday that security mea-
sures along borders were tight-
ened.

The border guards are doing
their job, he said.

Checking and border vigilance
should not affect bilateral trade,
he said. '

Customs official said the gov-
ernment is losing a revenue of Tk

15 lakh a day as coal import in & |

stopped.

A &

gt i g
i b o g S

+ S J s -
e AT B
Py ; '

PHOTC: STAR

Eye-soothing paddy fields, /eft, after re-excavation of Teka and Sree rivers in Abhoynagar upazila, and fallow lands with stagnant water in Beel Kadaria in the

same upazila.

Life returns to normal after 18 years

People in 100 villages in Bhabadah areas benefit as
water-logging removed following Army initiative

AZIBUR RAHMAN, back from Jessore

Life has returned to normal in
about 100 villages in three upazilas
ofJessore after 18 years.

With a bumper Boro in sight,
farmers are preparing for a good
harvest, children going to schools
and all others are alive with their
professions.

This was not seen in Bhabadah
areas in last 18 years as water-
logging kept lands uncultivated in
Abhoynagar, Monirumpur and
Keshobpur upazilas, stopped
livelihood and created a sustained
misery forall.

Now, people are all praise for the
Army of Jessore cantonment who
removed the water-logging and
made about 16,000 hectares culti-
vable in two years.

According to Avoynagar Upazila
Agriculture Officer
Moniruzzaman, about 80,000
tonnes of paddy will be produced
in the lands brought under Boro
cultivation.

As all projects of Water
Development Board (WDB) failed
and political leaders flouted their
promises, the gigantic task of
removing the stagnant water from
marshy lands was vested with 55
Bengal Regiment of Jessore can-
tonment.

Numerous protests and demon-
strations were staged over the years
but nothing came about. Seven
people were killed, demanding
redress to their sufferings.

In 2006-07 financial year, a live.
year project was undertaken
involving Tk 69. 58 crore, promised
by Asian Development Bank
(ADB).

In October 10, 2006, the task was
given to the army.

With the help of local people
and ‘assistance from Asian devel-
opment Bank, the army re-
excavated some canals and small
tributaries of Teka and Sree rivers,
graining out the water to Shibsha
river.

They re-excavated the canals
from Boyer Ghat in Paira union in
Abhoynagar upazila up to
Shologathia union in Dumuria
upazila, draining out the water
into Shibsha river in Khulna.

Part of the re-excavation work
was done in 2006-07 financial year
at a cost of Tk 8. 47 crore, bringing
6,200 hectares under cultivation.

More 9,500 hectares were brought
under cultivation at a cost of Tk
11.25 crore in the last dry season by
re-excavating canals.

The re-excavation project will
continue till 2011 and the areas
including Amdanga areas will be
made suitable for cultivation. Silt
will be removed from beds of
Harihara, Buri and Bhadra nvers
and 8 damps and embankments will
be built for a long term solution to
the problem in Bhabadah areas,
official sources and locals told this
correspondentduring a recentvisit.

Abhoynagar, Monirampur and part
of Keshobpur upazila have been
benefited after re-excavation of
Teka and Sree riverbeds, locals
said. Waters of 27 water bodies in
the areas pass through Teka and
Sree rivers.

Bhabadah College principal
Abdul Motleb Sardar said all have
been benefited. Students can move
aboutwithout boats now.

More re-excavation is needed as
many areas in Abhoynagar and
Monirampur upazilas are still
under water and people will be in

Paira Union Parishad chairman
Babu Bishnu Pada Datta said the
problem is yet to be removed from
about 15 villages in Abhoynagar
and Monirampur- upazilas as
waters of Bilkadaria and Bilbakar
water bodies does not recede due
to deposit of silt in parts of Teka and
Sree rivers.

Contacted, Md. Abdul Mozd
Mollah, chief Engineer of Jessore
WDB said, the problem will be
removed from the whole area by
removing silt from Teka and Sree
rivers during the project period

Most of the villagers in greatmiserywhenmonsoonstarts. whichwill end 2011.
oIt 0 Feeiitas
www.dhakacity.org
e IS, fage-s
WA =23 SRy I |
> WO NIETHETE s AR e, fope -y
3 egfew g ¥Te s o D serenrrse fRerr wgfem
@ | FESTE WA WES W ¢ Ui s fofe-ymifyd/iooa-ooy, SfeR-3u/8/3000 22 1
8 | HWEHTSTE (OS] : ¥rem P wiege “The Public Procurement Act2006° S
caretowg Damd efedm veema sy sfars e |
¢ | WA%a ST faye T s urel B smenEEER e e frsnme R fore faem
Y WA N (HOYTE YA s D) e, AR feem-y @3 weg
q | AR CNTITE W s D e, fagr fesmey, % S
¥ | wavia fascre o oifee @ :  30/o/300v R W SAREIA WNT |
N | wava wigme eifew @ Xy t  8/o@/00bE, FXE M. 00 W
3o | Weva CHTeTe SifeN @ W s 38/0@/0ov Ry WU X vo WA
31 arers ey e 3
e FCeR TN v fRIoE e fafeSe yeoy IS AP
=l (Br) (SRR

>. Supply & installation of Walkie Talkie (with an extra b @, 300/- Y000/ eo %

battery & single unit charger) and related

accessories for wireless control room of Dhaka City

Corporation
ey
®)  wavimee e BRI SINEres b prery (v e Fifese anes qire ang, 5T P It SR (- wEiR/ane e

o fare g8

q) wewm e s wRe™, ST GTGTA, STt g§fe GresTE TN SERHES HAW A FETie W e e
TRLa WA weoa YoTeea R yerefs eord| wfre @
1) AR wolgeard) afsdrrs ffbant ade ayn mivmens ®/e WA |

Y) wawca Seureard sfepmre fare () *OTET IO FIOR ¥ @i @@ e vy wane wfowe fers 8 aR |

ST Wenfre v o Sfewe Ameoas senfre wirefv A shve
s) Was IR WY wawTel afedicae afefifene Bwfye wfers e
5) WY HeoTe Ty exjrad) s perets sy fAareerita wem KBS e i

%) frdifse afedmre pfevm wree Teum dd 318 MW wre] Yo%-3¢% Qe srrwwcw Hrfelfald fonm o sdm/aRs
wreb e fwre g8 |
b) TS (U (FTH WA LR ] A BT WA AR IR
TR W
[shifi/Awmrnafs/esn/oq-0k ﬁ%mg 15
fels. 3oy

7 af wToTE 314

. e

ket Bk B w g

{




