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Power cut interrupts two events at

Baishakhi Mela

Organiser: Bangladesh
Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation
Venue: Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference

Date: April 14-24
Time: 10am to 8pm

Shilpakala Academy
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Because of rampant power cuts, two
events at the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA) - at National Theatre
Stage and Experimental Theatre Stage -

were interrupted on April 19. In the
dim light of candles, the performances
continued

Recitation troupe Annit and BSA
jointly organised a programme featur-
ing recitation, dance, music and drama
at the National Theatre Stage. Home
Secretary M. Abdul Karim was the chief
guest and Managing Director of Ban-
gladesh Film Development Corpora-
tion A.N.M. Badrul Amin was the spe-
cial guest at the programme. The event
was presided over by Bhuinya Shafiqul
Islam, director general of Bangladesh
BSA.

At the Experimental Theatre Stage,
Centre for Asian Theatre held a 'reading
session’ of Manzur-e Moula's latest
lyrical drama, Tin Ibsen. The perfor-
mance was followed by a discussion
presided over by poetAbul Hossain.

Six actors performed in the first act
of Tin Ibsen. Creating imaginary dis-
courses between Ibsen and his three
legendary characters -- Nora of A Doll's
House, Hedda of Hedda Gabler and
Rebecca of Rosmorsoln -- Moula's play

presents three dimensions of Ibsen’s
life: as a human being, as a poet and
dramatist and as a revolutionary.

Theatre personality Ataur Rahman
spoke at both events. Commenting on
the frequent power cuts, he said, "It is
rather unacceptable that events at the
National Theatre Stage should get
interrupted because of power cuts. This
goes on to demonstrate the inefficiency
of the BSA staft.”

Director of the Department n['l'lu
tre and Film, BSA, Shafi Kamal said,
present we don't have a I.,t‘nt‘l'd[ﬂr.

Hence there is no alternative source of

electricity during power cuts.”
According to viewers and cultural
activists, the National Theatre Stage
and Experimental Theatre Stage have
other problems as well. Often the air
conditioning system of both halls do
not work properly and on hot evenings
the audiences are too uncomfortable to
enjoy performances in peace.
Maintenance Engineer of the
National Theatre Stage Shukhdev
Chandra Das said, "Under the second

phase of the National Theatre Stage, the
generator should be working within
two months.”

Das claimed that rest of the prob-
lems would also be solved after com-
pletion ofthe second phase.

Exposition

Venue: Art Club
R 104, Guishan
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Art Exhibition
Title: Union of Uniqueness

Artists; Jayed Jalll and
Avijit Mukherjee (India)
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- Date: Apni 21-May 7
Time: 11am-7pm

Performing in candle light
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Cast: Azad Abul Kalam, Farhana Mili

Theatre

Play: Beder Meye
Troupe: Padatic Nattya
Sangsad (TSC)

Venue: £

Theatre Hall, BSA
Date: April 21

Time: Tpm
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In Remembrance

Even 17 years after her death,
exquisitely graceful ballerina
Margot Fonteyn remains a role
model for many upcoming talents,
Who of the last generation can
forget her inimitable portrayals
such as that of Snowflake in The
Nutcracker Suite (1934), Princess
Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty
(1949) Juliet in Romeo and Juliet
(1965) or in many other produc-
tons -- among them Giselle and
Apparitions (1936), Marguerite
and Armand (1963) or Paradise
Lost(1967)7

Margot is also famous for her
longstanding partnership with
Rudolf Nureyev. In 1961 he
defected to the West from the
Soviet Union and the following
year he and Margot first appeared
on stage together in Giselle. It was
a major success. During the cur-
tain calls, Nureyev dropped to his
knees and kissed Margot's hand,
setting the seal on their on and
offstage partnership, which lasted
until she bowed out finally in
1979. In a documentary about
Margot, Nureyev said that they
danced with “one body, one soul”
and that Margot was “all he had,
only her.” When she was under
treatment for cancer, the 19 year
younger Nureyev paid many of
her medical bills and visited her
frequently, despite his hectic
schedule as a performer and
choreographer, as well as his
affliction with HIV (he suc-
cumbed to AIDS in 1993). '

Margot was born Margaret
(Peggy) Hookham, the daughter
of an English father and an Eng-
lish mother, with Brazilian ances-
try (she was the daughter of Bra-
zilian businessman Antonio
Fontes). At the beginning of her
career, she transformed Fontes
into Fonteyn (a surname also
adopted by her brother) and
Margaret into Margot. Her
mother enrolled both the chil-

Margot Fonteyn by Chambré Hardman

dren for ballet classes when they
were very young -- hence her
development into a prima balle-
rina.

While, still a teenager, Margot
joined the Royal Ballet (then
known as the Sadler'sWells Thea-
tre), after training with some of
the well-known teachers of the
day -- Olga Preobrajenskaya and
Mathilde Kschessinskaya, both of
whom trained under Marius
Petipa himself. Success came to
the ballerina by 1939 when she
was the company's star and the
inspiration for many of Sir
Fredrick Ashton's ballets, such as

Daphnis and Chloe and Sylvia.
Other commendable works were
The Sleeping Beauty and
Cinderella. Margot also worked
with the choreographer Roland
Petit and later the famous Ameri-
can dancer and choreographer
Martha Graham. In 1949, the
Royal Ballet toured the US and
Margot became an instant celeb-
rity.

Before working with Nureyey,
she had other partnerships -- In
the 1940s she and Robert
Helpmann formed a very success-
ful dance partnership and the duo
toured together for several years.
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Margot Fonteyn: An enduring appeal

In the 1950s, she danced with
Michael Somes. However, her
greatest partnership with
Nureyev surfaced at a ime when
many (including the head of the
Royal Ballet, Ninette de Valois)
thought she was about to retire).

In 1954 she was made a dame.
In 1955, after a long but failed
relationship with composer
Constant Lambert, she married
Dr Roberto Arias, a Panamanian
diplomat to London. His roving
eye was a source of friction in the
early years of their marriage. She
was arrested when he attempted a
coup against the Panamanian
government. Worse was to follow -
- in 1965 a rival Panamanian
politician shot Arias, making him
a quadriplegic for the remainder
of his life.

It was largely because of the
cost of Arias’ medical care that
Margot continued with her career
until 1979 when she was 60 years
old. This, despite her own trou-
blesome arthritic foot. When she
finally retired, the Royal Ballet
accorded her with the title of
'Prima Ballerina Assoluta’. Her
last years were spent in Panama,
remaining committed to Arias,
partly because she was very
devoted to his children from a
previous marriage. To help her
meet the doctor's bills, the Royal
Ballet held a special gala in 1990
for her benefit. Shortly after he

died, she was diagnosed with a

cancer that proved fatal. :
Margot is remembered for her
insightful sayings, among them:
“Genius is another word for
magic, and the whole point of
magic is that it is inexplicable.”
And anyone who had the chance
to see her on stage would agree
that the magic she wove with her
art would give her an enduring
appeal the world over.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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Furious: Tokyo

Drift

On HBO at 9:30 pm
Genre: Action/

- Thriller
Cast: Lucas Black,
hnhew)yﬂmn
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11:00  The Sword Of Doom
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