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Nepal Maoists in talks
with US to remove
terrorist tag

PTI1, Kathmandu

Emboldened by a spectacular
showing in Nepal's landmark
elections, the Maoists, who are set
to head a new government, want
the US not to brand the former
rebels as terrorists any more.

A top Maoist leader said talks
are underway with US officials for
removing the "terrorist tag" which
the Maoists got during their
decade-long civil war.

“We are trying to establish close
links with the US... Talks are going
on in several fronts in this regard,”
said C P Gajurel, a central commit-
tee member of the Communist
Party of Nepal-Maoist.

"We are requesting them
(United States) to remove the
terrorist tag that they have put for
our party..Our doors are always
open to all US officials if they want
to talk to us,” Gajurel, who is also
chief of the international bureau of

the party, was quoted as saying by
the TelegraphNepal online,

Speaking at an interaction
programme in the capital yester-
day, Gajurel said the US may feel
embarrassed in sticking to the
"terrorist tag” for the Maolsts.

Former US president Jimmy
Carter, who was in Nepal to moni-
tor the constituent assembly elec-
tion on April 10, had said the results
indicated a major transition for the
Himalayan state.

“If the Maoists do gain a sub-
stantial share of power I hope the
United States will recognise and do
business with the government,”
Carter had said.

He stressed that the Maoists
have changed their behaviour by
resorting to peaceful democratic
process. Carter hoped the
American government will recon-
sider its “terrorist tag® on the
Maoists as they have joined the
democratic process.
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Says British foreign secretary

AFP, Peshawar

Visiting Foreign Secretary David
Miliband yesterday said Britain
wanted a long-term partnership
with Pakistan to end militancy in its
tribal area bordering Afghanistan,

Miliband was in Peshawar city in
northwestern Pakistan, close to the
Afghanistan border, for talks with
new local government leaders. He is
due to meet Prime Minister Yousal
Raza Gilaniin Islamabad on Monday.

"Britain is going to be a partner for
a long term. We are not here for a
quick fix," Miliband told a press
conference later,

'"We are here for a long-term
partnership with the country with
whom we have very strong cultural,
economicand politcal ies."

In Peshawar Miliband met pro-
vincial governor Owais Ghani and
chief minister Amir Haider Hot to
discuss security issues and ongoing

cooperation over development in
Pakistan's tribal areas, officials said.

A new government comprising
secular parties has replaced the
Islamist-led administration of
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal which
ruled the rugged and lawless North
West Frontier Province between
2002-2007,

Britain is providing development
aid for Pakistan, especially in its
troubled tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan, a known hideout for al-
QaedaandTaliban militants,

Miliband said that this area was of
significant concern for his country
because of its links with terrorist
incidents in Britain,

"But there is no question that
across the Afghan-Pakistan border it
IS an area that is of major interest to
the United Kingdom because the
origin of the significant amount of
terrorism we face had links back to
here," he said.

'S0 we want to work very closely
with the authorities here on security
Issues,” |

Miliband also met Pakistanis who
had beenvictims of terrorism.

"And no one meeting the survi-
vors and the relatives of those killed
in recent terrorist incidents as [ have
mettoday could fail to recognise that
terrorism is a problem for Pakistanis,
not just a problem for the outside
world," he added,

Earlier this month Britain's Home

secretary Jacqui Smith visited
‘akistan and said that her country
was urgently looking at ways to
enhance anti-terrorism cooperation
with Pakistan's newnational govern-
ment.

Pakistan became a key ally in the
US-led "war on terror" under
President Pervez Musharraf in 200],
but its policies against Islamic mili-
tancy have come under scrutiny
since Musharraf's allies were
trouncedin February polls.
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PHOTO AFP

British Fore:ign Secretary David Miliband is (C) talking with Asfandyar Wali Khan (R), chief of Pakistani political party
A*f.rarni Natl_onal Part.y (ANP) and new government coalition partners at his residence in Peshawar yesterday.
Miliband said that Britain wanted a long-term partnership with Pakistan to end militancy in its tribal area bordering

Afghanistan.

PHOTO: AFP

A young demonstrator looks out during a protest organised by the Ethnic Catering Alliance Association at Trafalgar
Square in London yesterday. The organisation, is formed by the Chinese, Bangladeshi, Indian, Pakistani and Turkish
catering communities and aims to draw the government's attention to the problems they face as a result of current
immigration policies. The group wants the British government to ease new restrictions on migrant workers for the

ethnic restaurant market.

Tigers accuse Lanka of
killing Catholic priest

Warplanes bomb speed boats

operated by rebels

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lankan forces yesterday killed a
Roman Catholic priest who was
also a top human rights cam-
paigner inside rebel-held terri-
tory, Tiger guerrillas said as fight-
ing raged in the troubled north.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said Father
MX Karunaratnam was killed in a
roadside bomb attack carried out
by government troops, which
infiltrated the Mallavi area.

The priest headed the North
East Secretariat on Human
Rights, a group active in guerrilla-
held Wanni region in the north of
the island, the Tigers said in a
statement.

It said a "deep penetrating
unit” of the Sri Lankan army
carried out the assassination, but
there was no, immediate word
from the military. Security forces
routinely deny carrying out
attacks inside rebel-held terri-
tory.

However, troops are leading a
major offensive to break through
rebel defences in the Wanni in a
bid to dismantle the de facto mini
state of the guerrillas.

Earlier Sunday, the defence
ministry Sunday claimed its war
planes bombed speed boats
operated by Tamil Tiger rebels,
but the guerrillas said only a
village rebuilt after the
December 2004 tsunami had
been hit.

Aircraft carried out the bomb-
ing raid in the seas off Mullaitivu
on Saturday evening after spy
planes spotted the rebel boat
formation, the defence ministry
said in a statement,

"“The air raid was successful,”
the statement said without giv-
ing details.

The LTTE said two civilians
were wounded in the air attack.

"Many of the tsunami homes
built with the assistance of the
German Red Cross were dam-
agedin this bombing,” the Tigers
said 1n a statement, "More than
20 boats and other fishing equip-
ment belonging to the fishermen
of the area were also destroyed.”

The air strike came as ground
battles raged along front lines in
Wanni where the military
reported that 30 rebels and one

government soldier were killed |

since Friday.
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Iran rejects 'baseless'’

bomb claims ahead
of TAEA visit

AFP, Tehran

[ran yesterday rejected claims
presented to the UN atomic watch-
dog that it may have been studying
howto develop anuclearweapon, a
day ahead of a visit by a top
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) official.

"These are nothing but baseless
and unfounded allegations,” for-
eign ministry spokesman
Mohammad Ali Hosseini told
reporters. "The peaceful nature of
Iran's nuclear programme has

already been proven.”

[AEA deputy director general
Olli Heinonen i1s due in Tehran on
Monday for talks with officials on
the alleged weaponisation studies,
the Vienna-based atomic agency
announced on Saturday.

Heinonen gave a closed-door |
briefing to diplomats at IAEA head- |
quarters on February 25 about |

evidence from member states

suggesting that Iran could have |
been studying how to use its
nuclear technology to make a

warhead.

PHOTO AFP

A Nepalese mother and child break stones at a quarry on the outskirts of

| Kathmandu on April 03, 2008. Nepal's Maoist leader Prachanda has prom-
ised "economic miracles" for the impoverished Himalayan country as the |

former rebels looked setto score asurprise victory in landmark polls.

al-Qaeda offers
head of

American'
as gift to Bush

AFP, Dubai

A leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq has
announced a one-month cam-
paign in which the group will “offer
thehead ofan American” asagiftto
US President George W. Bush,
according to an audiotape made
publicon Saturday.

Abu Hamza al-Muhajir, better
known as Abu Ayyub al-Masri,
made the announcement in a
speech entitled, "The Paths to
Victory,” monitored by the SITE
Intelligence Group.

In the speech to Islamist
forums, he said Mujahedeen, or
holy warriors, would "offer the
head of an American as a gift to the
deceitful Bush, in any manner
(they) see fit."

The campaign, to be called
"Attack of Righteousness,” was
announcedin "celebration” of Bush
announcing that 4,000 Americans
had died in thewarin Iraq. g
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US commanders sought
authority to attack
inside Pakistan

AFP, Washington

US military commanders operat-
ing in Afghanistan have sought
permission to attack Pakistani
militants hiding in tribal areas
inside Pakistan, but so far have
been denied it because of diplo-
matic considerations, The New
York Times reported on its
website Saturday.

Citing unnamed US officials,
the newspaper said senior offi-
cials in the administration of
President George W. Bush fear
that attacking Pakistani radicals
may anger Pakistan's new gov-
ernment.

Pakistani military operations in
the tribal areas have slowed
recently to avoid upsetting the
negotiations between the coun-
try's government and the militants.

US intelligence officials
believe the threat emanating
from, PakKistan's ribdl aréas™1s

growing, and that Pakistani
Islamist groups there are becom-
ing an ally of al-Qaeda in plotting
attacks against Americans and
their allies in Afghanistan, the
reportsaid.

In light of this, the US mili-
tary's proposals included limited
cross-border artillery strikes into
Pakistan, missile attacks by
Predator aircraft or raids by small
teams of CIA paramilitary forces
or Special Operations forces, the
paper said.

TI'he list of potential targets,
which has been discussed with
US Ambassador to Pakistan Anne
Patterson, included a group
commanded by Sirajuddin
Haqgani, son of the legendary
militant leader Jalaluddin
Haqgani, as well as the network
led by Baitullah Mehsud that is
believed to have been behind
Benazir Bhutto's assassination,

"THeTiges said.

Invitation for Tenders

1. | Ministry/Division

Ministry of Local Government Rural Development and
Co-operative/Local Government Division.

2. | Agency

(DWASA).

Dhaka Water Supply and Sewerage Authority

3. | Procuring

entity
name

Diréctor,
Expansion of Water
(EREWSSP).

Project

Emergency Rehabilitation &
Supply System Project

Invitation for

dl€dsS.

Procurement of 200 mm, 150mm, 100 mm C-Class
PVC pipes for water line within MODS Zone-1 & NG

Invitation No

TA/163/EREWSSP Date: 13/04/2008.

o|on

Procurement
method

National open tendering method (NOTM).

Budget and source
of funds

GOB

Project code

©100

Tender document
last selling date

12.05.2008 during office hours.

10.

Tender closing date
and time

13.05.2008 at 12.00 noon.

g

Tender opening date
and time

13.05.2008 at 2.00pm.

12. | Price  of tender | Tk 3,000/ (three thousand) only.
document

13. | Amount of tender | Tk'5,00,000/- (five lac) only.
security

14.

Name & address of
the offices selling
tender document

1. Janata Bank,
Branch/Fakirapool

Kawran
Branch/Posta

Mohammadpur Corporate Branch/Mirpur Section-

1/Mohakhali Corporate Branch, Dhaka.

2. Agrani Bank, WASA Branch, Dhaka.

3. Uttara Bank, Kawran Bazar Branch, Dhaka.

Bazar Corporate

Branch/

15.

Address of the office
receiving & opening
tenders

Office of the Superintending Engineer & Project
Director, EREWSS Project, Dhaka WASA, WASA
Bhaban (5th Floor), 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.

16.

Eligibility of tenderer

(i) The tenderer shall. have a minimum 5 (five) years
of overall experience in the supply of goods and

(ii) The tenderer shall have a minimum 2 (two) years
of specific experience in the supply of similar goods.

174

Brief description of
goods or works

areds.

Procurement of 200 mm, 150 mm, 100 mm C-Class
PVC pipes for water line within MODS Zone-1 & NG

18.

Special instruction

reject all tenders.

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or

WASA-PI-369/2008
GD-1863

Superintending Engineer

and
Project Director
EREWSS Project
Dhaka WASA, Dhaka
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