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Sewta Uday
enter final

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

A three-wicket win over Prabhat
Sangha ensured Sewta Uday Sena
(SUS) enter the finals of the Col
Malek First Division Cricket League
atthe local stadium here yesterday.

Batting first, Prabhat scored 240
all out in 50 overs with Shimul scor-
ing 58. In reply, Jami's 82 anchored
SUS to the victory in 46.2 overs, losing
seven wickets.

SUS will meet Dashara Palli
Mangal Samity in the final.

They patch
up enmity

CRICINFO, undated

e —————————————

Former foes, including Ricky Ponting
and Sourav Ganguly, have become
Indian Premier League (IPL) team-
mates and publicly patched up their
differences. Ponting and Ganguly
played small parts in Kolkata's 140-
run thrashing of Bangalore and set out
to work togetheron the field.

"We've always got on really well
right throughout our careers,”
Ponting said in the Daily Telegraph.
"Ganguly mentioned that he wanted
to work pretty closelywith me to make
sure we get everything right on tactics
on the field.”

Ganguly said any tension between
the players was in the past and he was
excited about joining forces with
Ponting. "Things happen when you
compete in series,” he said, "and
that's over and done and we need to
look forward.”

Matthew Hayden, one of the key
figures in the hearings after the SCG
Test, now believes the events sur-
rounding Harbhajan Singh's race
charge were "blown out of all propor-
ton". "Bhaiji is a true fighter and we
enjoy the on-field rivalry,” Hayden
said. The pair is likely to face off again
when Hayden's Chennai take on
Harbhajan's MumbaionWednesday.

"Whatever happened in Australia
was blown out of proportion and has
been talked to death,” Hayden said.
"In fact, playing Bhaji helped me
understand how to get into the mind
ofaspinner.”

Shane Warne and Graeme Smith,
who had a prickly on-field relation-
ship before the legspinner's interna-
tional retirement, are in the same
team at the Rajasthan Royals, but
Wame doesn't expect any problems.
“We have had a fair go at each otheras
opponents but I believe we will jell
quickly,” he said in the Herald Sun.
"He is a competitor and is always up
for a scrap, which I like, and I'm sure
playing in the same side will be fun.”
Smith's entry has been delayed
while he completes domestic
duties in South Africa.

Marauding
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and pace mattered notajot, as balls
disappeared over the ground with
ridiculous frequency. When Zaheer
returned for another spell,
McCullum manufactured the
stroke of the evening, going down
on one knee and scooping the ball
over fine leg forsix

Praveen, who bowled superbly
in his first three overs, had escaped
the McCullum onslaught for most
of the evening, but he too suffered
in the last over of the innings, as the
first two balls vanished over
midwicket, before McCullum put
the final seal on his innings, depos-
iting the last ball on the innings
over long-on. That brought his
sixes' tally to 13, the most in a
Twenty20 innings.

Shahrukh Khan, the owner of
the franchise, had danced through
the McCullum innings, and he had
even more reason to celebrate as
his bowlers then got into the act
with equal gusto. Rahul Dravid,
under immense pressure facing an
asking-rate of more than 11, lasted
three balls, losing his middle stump
while attempting a heave. The loss
of the captain started the slide, and
itwent downhill quickly thereafter.

Kallis mounted the briefest of
challenges, lofting Ajit Agarkar over
extra cover for a huge six, but fell
next ball, pulling tamely to mid-on.
The pitch offered some pace and
bounce, and Ishant Sharma, espe-
cially, exploited it, getting the ball
to zip at a fair pace. Agarkar also
prised out White, who had held the
record for the highest Twenty20
score till a few minutes before.
Bangalore's only chance was if he
produced a similar stunner, but by
the time he nicked one off Agarkar
the contest was already over. The
end came soon after, when Joshi
fell to a miscued pull with 29 deliv-
eries still leftin the innings.

The match may have been over
long before the last ball was
bowled, but McCullum’s stunner
has given the IPL, and Kolkata, a
dream start. With Ganguly's team
playing their next match at the
Eden Gardens, this result should
ensure that Sunday’s clash against
the Deccan Chargers draws a full
house, and more. The IPL extrava-
ganza haswell and truly begun.

SCORES IN BRIEF

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS: 222
for 3 in 20 overs (McCullum 158 not
out, Ponting 20, D Hussey 12,
Ganguly 10; Zaheer 1-38, Nofike 1-
40, Kallis 1-48)
BANGALORE ROYAL
CHALLENGERS: 82 all out in 15.1
overs (Kumar 18; Agarkar 3-25,
Dinda 2-9, Ganguly 2-21, Sharma
1-7,Shukla 1-12)

Result: Kolkata Knight Riders won
by 140 runs.

Toss: Bangalore Royal Challengers.
Man-of-the-match: Brendon
McCullum.

Umpires: Asad Rauf and Rudi
Koertzen.

PHOTO: INTERNET

RAW EMOTION: Serena Williams of the United States exults after her victory over Russian Maria Sharapova during
the Family Circle Cup in Charleston on Friday.

! f a Tennis

AFP, Charleston

Serena Williams continued her
domination of Maria Sharapova
with a 7-5, 4-6, 6-1 win in the
quarterfinals of the 1.3 million
dollar WTA Family Circle Cup on
Friday.

Williams improved to 5-2 over-
all against the Russian who lost for
just the second time in 26 matches
in 2008.

"In the third set I started to play
the Serena game,” said the fifth
seeded American who has now
won four straight against
Sharapova. "I'm not new to this."

The tournament lostits top seed
and defending champion as
Serbian Jelena Jankovic was elimi-

nated by ninth-seeded Russian
Vera Zvonarevab-2, 3-6,6-2.

The defeat left Jankovic stll in
search of her first title of the season.

Zvonareva advanced to a meet-
ing with fourth-seeded compatriot
Elena Dementieva, who defeated
seventh-seeded Swiss Patty
Schnyder 6-4, 6-4.

Williams, 26, will face France's
Alize Cornet, a 7-5, 6-4 winner over
Hungarian Agnes Szavay.

Williams, the former No. 1 is
attempting to capture her third
consecutive tournament at this
clay court event, having won con-
secutive titles in Bangalore and
Miami.

“Thisis definitelya big win, but|
still want to win the next round and
win the tournament," said
Williams, who is ranked ninth in
the world.

erena downs Maria

Facing Williams for the first time
on clay, Sharapova was in control
early and served for the first set at
5-4.

Williams, however, reeled off
the next three games - including
two breaks - to steal the set.

"I was lucky to hang in there
during the first set," said Williams,
who is 17-1 this season. "In the
third set I finally started played the
Serenagame.”

Sharapova rebounded to even
the match at one set apiece, but
Williams dominated the decisive
third set, opening up a command-
ing5-0lead enroute to the win.

Sharapova's record against
Williams is just one of two losing
marks against current players
ranked within the top 10, the other
being her 3-6 record against world
No. 1 Justine Henin.

Champions League
in October?

Kt Y Cricket

[

CRICINFO, undated

Following the spectacularstart to the
Indian Premier League (IPL), its
organisers have chalked out plans for
an inaugural Champions League
featuring top domestic Twenty20
sides from several countries.

Cricinfo has learnt the tourna-
ment is likely to be held in England
between the ICC Champions Trophy
--which ends on September 28 -- and
the first Test between India and
Australia, starting October9. Aprom-
inent cricket centre in North India
would be the back-up venue -- the
ICC Champions Trophy final will be
in Lahore, ashorthop away.

Details of the Champions League
have been informally firmed up over
the last fewweeks during discussions
between top BCCI officials and those
from Cricket Australia, Cricket South
Africa, Pakistan Cricket Board and
crucially, the England and Wales
Cricket Board, a senior official who is
close to thenegotiations, said.

Considering the time constraints
and the urgency to get the event off
the ground this year itself, the offi-
cials were apparently keen that the
event be wrapped up in nine days
with eight matches and a final, ide-
ally, at Lord's. The common line that
has emerged from the elaborate talks

is that the Champions League, to
startwith, could be ashort, single-leg
league involving the top two domes-
tic Twenty20 teams from the five
countries.

Lalit Modi, who presided over the
opening day of the domestic Indian
Premier League (IPL) in Bangalore
on Friday as its chairman and com-
missioner, is expected to "get crack-
ing" on the Champions League very
Soon.

"Informally, a lot of discussions
and decisions have happened on the
Champions League,"” an official said.
"Everyone wants to be on board and
the level of interest has been very
high. There was a joint call on how
many countries need to participate,
the window that is available at that
pointoftimeandsoon.”

However, officials are aware of the
potential complications on the way,
especially involving Indian teams
whose overseas players may have
appeared for their home sides in the
domestic Twenty20 tournaments.
For example, Kolkata Knight Riders,
who won the inaugural match, have
Ricky Ponting, the Australia captain,
and Chris Gayle of WestIndies.

"Cricket Australia is one of the
keenest supporters of the
Champions League," the official
said, "and could make a few adjust-
ments if their players need to be
released for the event.”

Ryder doubttul

CRICINFO, undated

Jesse Ryder should have been
happy at securing a New Zealand
Cricket contract on Monday but
instead the prospect of potentially
missing the ODI tour of England
was weighing him down. Ryder was
one of the 20 men to be offered
national deals for 2008-09 and
although he said he was "stoked” to
get the news, his ongoing hand
injury remained a concern.

Ryder sustained tendon damage
around his thumb and forefinger
when he punched a window in a bar
in February. He was therefore
unavailable for the Test series in
England but was picked for the
ODIs, which start in June, although
even that could be too soon for a
return. "My main worry is the hand,
it's going to be touch and go,” Ryder
told the Dominion Post.

He is hoping to start batting by
the end of the month and, provided
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all goes well, he will warm up for
the five-match contest with a club
cricket stint in England. Peter
Fulton is on standby to replace
Ryder should his hand not recover
intime.

While there was restrained joy
for Ryder at receiving a contract,
there was no good news for Craig
Cumming, Mathew Sinclair,
Michael Papps or Matthew Bell, all
of whom were axed. Bell said itwas
hard to go from being part of New
Zealand's most recent Test to not
being in their top 20 players in the
space of three weeks, especially
after such a prolific domestic
season.

"I'm gutted, I'm not going on the
tour and now I haven't got a con-
tract, it's pretty disappointing,” Bell
said. "I had a big year, nol many
people score 1000 first-class runs
(1016 at 53.47). I admit I had a bad
last month and I'm paying a pretty
big penalty for it. I've just got to take
it on the chin I suppose. I've got a
review on Thursday where I'll ask a
fewquestions.”

Rules bent
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Dwayne Bravo is to play for the
Sachin Tendulkar-led Mumbai
Indians which could not be con-
firmed as sources in the squad
could only say "we were having
negotiations with the player but do
not know their outcome” when
they were informed of the develop-
ment.

Strangely, the website does not
have any information about the
playing conditions for the much-
hyped-about event which has
drawn the attention of the cricket
world because of the amount of
money that had been spent to buy
the players through the auction
process, something unique to the
willow game.

High on
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previous pyrotechnics. You
always knew that the ball would
travel in this format of the game,
but this was by no means the sort
of pitch where you could just
plonk the front foot forward and
drive insouciantly. As Rahul
Dravid was to say later, his aston-
ishing hitting was the difference
between the two sides. There
were a couple of edges and mis-
cues in an innings that wasn't
quite as flawless as the cheer-
leaders, but how can you argue
with 13 sixes and ten fours, with
one hit going out of the ground?

For those that came to cheer
the local contingent, this was a
day to forget. B Akhil, Sunil Joshi
and Dravid made five runs
between them, and Joshi's three
overs went for 26. In the field,
Joshi looked very much like a
man who'll turn 37 in June,
while Akhil too had a couple of
bloopers to forget.

The contrast with one of
Kolkata's local boys couldn't
have been more stark. Ashok
Dinda cleaned up Virat Kohli,
India's Under-19 captain, and
then had Wasim Jaffer caught at
slip during an excellent spell. It
helped of course to have a moun-
tain of runs behind him, but it
was the sort of performance
that's needed if the stated aim of
giving young domestic cricketers
afillip is to be achieved.

As a spectacle, Bangalore has
laid down the marker for the rest
of the league. A full Eden
Gardens could conceivably
match it, and hopefully the
matches that follow will be more
a contest, and less a one-man
show. But what a show it was.
The 700,000 dollars that
Shahrukh Khan and friends
forked out is already looking like
asteal. :
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$100m offered
for five games

AFP, London

England are set to be offered 100
million dollars (50 million pounds)
to play five Twenty20 matches
against a West Indies all-star side,
according to reports here on
Saturday.

The England and Wales Cricket
board (ECB) this week revealed
they were "very likely” to accept
around 10 million pounds (20m
dollars) for a one-off match in the
Caribbean that would be the rich-
est single game in the sport's his-
tory.

The idea is the brainchild of Sir
Allen Stanford, the billionaire
banker from Texas, who finances
the Stanford 20/20 Tournament in
the West Indies, and who wants to
expand the concept.

Stanford wants England to play
five Twenty20 games against his
West Indies all-star side, the first to
coincide with Independence Day
inAntiguaon November |.

And he held talks with ECB chief
executive David Collier on Tuesday.

"I'talked to David about the first
game and then how we could col-
laborate in the future,” Stanford
told the Times,

"I said thatitcould be an annual
event, maybe we could come to
Lord’s in 2009 and then alternate.

"I would be happy to make a
five-year commitment.”

Asked if that meant a total input
of US dollars 100 million, he said: "1
would be willingto doit.

“The money is real and I think
wewill getagame.”

"David is a great guy and we
seem to be on thesame page.”

Hussey whacks
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powerful effort before he fell
attempting a fourth six.

Hussey, however, wasn't flus-
tered by the loss of wickets. Hopes
was hit for a straight six, Wilkin
Mota's military medium was
clubbed over mid-on, and Hussey
celebrated a drop by Sreesanth
with ten in two balls. Irfan Pathan
took his second wicket by yorking
Jacob Oram -- a dismissal which
was celebrated with a raucous din -
- but Hussey motored on with
effortless biffs down the ground.
His seventh six, again lofted
straight, took him into the 90s and
two balls later the landmark was
duly reached with a single off Lee. It
took just 50 balls. Hussey cele-
brated with two more sixes and,
with some help from a gung-ho S
Badrinath, Chennai took 25 off the
final over.

Hopes took to Punjab’s daunt-
ing target with steely-eyed gusto,
adding 56 in 5.5 nvers with Karan
Goel. He was quick to latch on to
anything fractionally short, the
pick being flat sixes over backward
point and deep square leg off
Manpreet Gony. Hopes raised a 24-
ball half-century, the fastest of the
tournament, to keep Punjab near
the asking rate. Dropped by P
Amarnath off his own bowling,
Hopes hammered Joginder
Sharma for powerful boundaries

» and with Kumar Sangakarra sensi-

bly farming the strike, he even
slogged Muttiah Muralitharan for
six. But Amarnath had his revenge
when long-off held an easy catch
and with that, ultimately, went
Punjab's hopes.

The run-rate was more than 13
when Yuvraj joined Sangakkara,
and two scorching sixes were fol-
lowed by a tame hitdown long-on's
throat. Sangakkara swung the bat
around during a feisty 54, meshing
paddles and pulls with aplomb, but
fell to Murali in the 18th over as the
chase was snubbed.

The tournament opener in
Bangalore began and ended with
Brendon McCullum's blitzkrieg
but Hussey proved there was plenty
of oomph to go around with a
spectacular hundred of his own.
His brother David, who famously
ribbed him for fetching a higher
price, made just 12 in the first
match and you can imagine his
sibling sending him a text message
after this stunning effort. The IPL is
certainly abuzz.

SCORES IN BRIEF

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS: 240 for 5
in 20 overs (M Hussey 114 not out,
Raina 32, Badrinath 31 not out,
Hayden 26, Patel 15, Oram 13;
Pathan 2-47, Mota 1-26, Lee 1-34,
Hopes 1-53)

KINGS XI PUNJAB: 207 for 4 in 20
overs (Hopes 71, Sangakkara 54,
Goel 24, Yuvraj 23, Katich 21 not out;
Muralidaran 1-33, Gony 1-42,
Amarnath 1-42, Sharma 1-47)
Result: Chennai Super Kings won by
33 runs.

Toss: Chennai Super Kings.
Man-of-the-match: Mike Hussey.
Umpires: Mark Benson and Suresh
Shastri.

Abahani, Usha
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while Maksud Alam netted a field

goal in the 27th minute.

In the second half it was Imran’s
turn to continue the domination
against the lowly side as he hit two
goals in the span of two minutes
while Zahidul Islam netted the
other goal for the winners in the
52nd minute,

Abdur Rahman scored the con-
solation goal for Bangladesh SC.

Sonali Bank meet with
Sadharan Bima and Mohammedan
take on Dhaka Mariner Youngs
Club in the today's matches.

@he Daily Star

James eyes Lord's Test

iﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

James Anderson has known some
dramatic peaks and troughs
during his five-year England
carcer, and his recent tour of New
Zealand provided a perfect
microcosm. He was recalled for
the second Test in Wellington and
starred with five first-innings
wickets en route to a series-
turning victory, but one match
later in Napier his form had fallen
away, and he was dispatched for
more than six an over by Stephen
Fleming in the first innings and
Matthew Bell in the second.

"It was very frustrating, and I
can't really put my finger on why
it happened,” said Anderson
during the launch of Adidas's
new England kit at Lord’s. "It's
just the way it goes | guess. The
pitch was flatter in Napier, but in
both innings I started off reason-
ably well and it was coming out
quite nicely. Then I had one bad
over, and I tried to chase it from
there."

Bad overs are a bit of a feature
of Anderson's game. In Kandy
before Christmas, he was clubbed
for six fours in consecutive balls
by Sanath Jayasuriya, and in
Napier, he suffered arguably a
greater ignominy, as Bell -- a
batsman who had failed to pass
30 all series -- hurtled towards a
half-century with four blows in a
row of increasing authority.

The impression is that
Anderson's head drops as soon as
a batsman gets after him, but the
man himself disagreed with that
suggestion. "It's not getting down
on myself, but when you've gone
for 30 off five, you have got to pull
it back from there," he said. "My
thought process is to bowl maid-
ens, and I want to be pretty eco-
nomical, keeping the run-rate
below three. I was probably chas-
ing it a bit too hard rather than
being patient and letting the

rhythm do it like | did in
Wellington.”

"I call myself a strike bowler,
and the way | see mysell is getting
wickets,” he said. "But when you
play against a team like New
Zealand, who want to hit bound-
aries, you want to stop them
doing that. Sometimes that might
be about bowling maidens to get
that pressure.”

Anderson suffered an injury
setback during the Wellington
Test, when he twisted his ankle in
a warm-down game of football,
but by and large, he said he felt as
comfortable in his run-up and
action as he has been for several
years. There was a period around
2004-05 when Anderson’s action,
which involves an awkward dip-
ping of the head at point of deliv-
ery, was completely deconstruct-
ed by the England coaching staff.
But all that, he believes, is now
behind him.

"I think I have gone full circle
now,” he said. "I have played for
five years now, and I think techni-
cally and physically my action is
as good as it is going to get. | am
comfortable now it feels really
natural, and I don't think there is
an awful lot more I can do with it.
When | first started, my leading
arm was somewhere behind the
back of my head. Now it is some-
where where it feels comfort-
able.”

Anderson returns to competi-
tive action for Lancashire next
week, but the countdown is
already on for the first Test of the
rematch against New Zealand at
Lord's on May 15. It is a venue at
which Anderson enjoys bowling,
and against India last summer, he
picked up his second five-wicket
haul in three visits.

"It's a nice place to bowl --
there is a nice slope, and it gener-
ally swings here,” said Anderson.
“My mentality might change if
the ball is swinging. Like in
Wellington, 1 might bowl more
attacking lines and I might be
happier going for more runs than

I would do if it wasn't swinging |
just think you do better at some
grounds than others. I don't up
my game when | play here, it jus
happens.”

There is no guarantee that
Anderson will feature in the firgt
Test, however. His poor showing
in Napier has given hope of a
recall to Matthew Hoggard and
Steve Harmison, the men who
made way for his Wellington
comeback, and also looming on
the horizon is Anderson's
Lancashire teammate, Andrew
Flintoff, who has completed 2§
overs in his comeback match at
Surrey -- his heaviest workload
since the Brisbane Test in
November 2006.

"It's going to be a real battle for
places. No-one's place is set in
stone,” said Anderson. "We have
all got to perform in the first cou-
ple of games of the season. Hoggy
and Harmy are going to be fighting
like mad to try and get their places
back, then you have got the other
guys like Chris Tremlett, Liam
Plunkett and Saj (Mahmood) at
Lancashire too. There are a lot of
peopleinthe hat”

As for Flintoff, Anderson was
cautiously optimistic that -- after
four ankle operations -- he might
this time get back to his best
form. "Every time he has an oper-
ation he has come back strong,”
said Anderson. "So it is just
whether this time it is for good.
He hasalways been pretty fit, and
his bowling always seems to look
after itself. He gets it down at
good speeds when he needs to.”

From his own point of view,
Anderson knows what he needs
to do to cement his place in the
England team. "Fitness wise l am
fine, so the only issue is mental,”
he said. "I know I can bowl that
well, it is just about figuring out
what went wrong in that game
(at Napier). A lot of it is about
rhythm and just being relaxed,
and not trying to fight myself
and bowl quicker when it is not
going so well.”

Setting
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One of the few less-publicised
aspects of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) concerns the orange
helmet kept at each of the eight
franchise venues. After each
round of matches this strange
accessory -- the IPL's answer to
the Tour de France's yellow jersey -
- is handed to the competition’s
leading run-scorer. After tonight's
piece de resistance at the
Chinnaswamy, it will take some-
thing bordering on the miraculous
to deprive Brendon McCullum of
his dubious honour.

His unbeaten innings of 158
from 73 balls was not merely the
kind of knock we used to think was
only played by a wicketkeeper if
his name was Adam Gilchrist. It
was an absurd piece of good for-
tune for the competition organis-
ers, who have been telling anyone
who will listen that the [PL really is
a cut above other forms of the
game. Here, presumably, was
proof. Not even a dismal effort
from the Bangalore Royal
Challengers batsmen could
detract from the glow.

Let's start with the facts. He hit
10 fours and 13 sixes, one of them
an outrageous paddle over his left
shoulder off a disbelieving Zaheer
Khan, and ended up scoring more
runs than anyone has ever done in
the brief history of Twenty20
cricket. The previous record-
holder -- Cameron White, who hit
141 not out for Somerset against

the bar

contributed just six to the
Bangalore's pitiful total -- spent
most of the innings watching
helplessly as one ball afteranother
disappeared into the night sky.
The pre-match fireworks had
nothing on this.

McCullum's penchant for the
spectacular is not new. Only last
month he creamed 170 off 108
balls to help Otago make mince-
meat of Auckland in the final of
New Zealand's State Shield, buton
that occasion hardly anyone
bothered to turn up to watch. Now,
he did the business in front of well
over 40,000 fans, most of them
barracking at the start for their
local side but many giving
McCullum the ovation he
deserved as he took the Bangalore
bowlers to pieces. Fair enough: it
was a knock that transcended
partiality.

"I was pretty nervous at the
start,” said a visibly exhausted
McCullum afterwards. "It was
such a big occasion, and for the
first six balls I just couldn’t move
my feet. But with the short bound-
aries, Imanaged to getawaywith a
few and it was just nice to keep
going.”

McCullum, who fetched
700,000 dollars at the Mumbai
auction in February, admitted he
feltunderabit of pressure because
of the money involved, but once
he had overcome his initial nerves
in Praveen Kumar's opening over,
the bat turned into a howitzer.
Zaheer Khan disappeared for 18 in
the next over, and a pull for six off
Ashley Noffke recalled his destruc-
tion of England's bowlers during

two months ago.

The century came off 53 balls
with a dab for two into the covers
off White, who was still recovering-
from two sixes earlier in the over,
and by the end McCullum was
doing as he pleased, passing
White's record with another pull
for six off Kumar. Rahul Dravid,
the man responsible for sticking
Kolkata into bat, said his side had
been beaten by a "truly excep-
tional Twenty20 innings,” while
John Buchanan, the Kolkata
coach, joked that McCullum had
set himself some worryingly high
standards.

Like most New Zealand cricket-
ers, McCullum was magnani-
mously humble. “I haven't been
that nervous in international
cricket for along time," he said. "It
was partly because of the hype
around the game and some of the
big names in the side with huge
records. I guess you want to prove
yourself and that adds to the
nerves around.” Perhaps that urge
will feel a little less acute now.

Context, in cricket as in life, is
everything. This was the curtain-
raiser to the most anticipated
series of matches since Kerry
Packer and all that. The stadium
was full. There was a super-rich
owner to impress and a price tag
to justify. Buchanan even said
the ball was moving around
more than McCullum's batting
made apparent. Throw all those
factors into Bangalore's melting-
pot -- and it was extremely hot
out there for a western cricketer -
- and he might never play a
better innings. Let's just hope

Worcestershire two years ago but  the one-dayseriesin New Zealand  the orange helmet fits.
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