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Six held on charges
of stealing Tk 12
lakh from bank

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detective Branch (DB) of Police has
arrested six people in connection
with the theft of Tk 12.24 lakh of
Madrasa Education Board from
ni Bank National Press Club
branchin the cityonMarch 4.

At a press conference at the DB
public relations cell vesterday, the
DB officials said they recovered Tk
5 lakh from the accused. Four of the
six arrestees were produced before
the journalists.

The arrestees are Robin alias
Hannan, 39, Tusher alias Raju, 21,
[brahim, 38, Abul Kashem, 44,
Makbul Hossain, 45, and Shahidul
Islam Shahid, 50.

DB officials said they arrested
Hannan, Raju and Ibrahim from
Nara j and placed them on
remand last week. They confessed to
their involvement with the theft and
said the moneywas keptat Hannan's
residenceatSutrapurin thecity.

DB launched an operation early
yvesterday at Rupsha in Khulna and

arrested three others.

Dr Laila new provost
of Rokeya Hall

BSS, Dhaka

Prof Dr Laila Nur Islam of

Govt to promote Bangladeshi
art, culture across world: CA

Book on life, works of artist Kibria launched

UNB, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
yesterday said the government is
interested to promote the coun-
try's artand culture throughout the
world, as Bangladesh takes pride in
its thousand-year-old rich and
vibrant culture.

“The culture of a nation could
be considered as the soul of 1ts
social fabric,” he said while launch-
ing a book titled 'Kibria', based on
the life and works of eminent artist
Mohammad Kibria, regarded as the
pioneer of modernism in
Bangladesh art.

This is the first major book on
Kibria providing a retrospective of
his works since his early days till
date.

Published by Society for
Promotion of Bangladesh Art
(SPBA), the 242-page book was
sponsored by Grameenphone and
Khairul Kabir Foundation.

The SPBA was formed in 2002
with an aim to promote
Bangladeshi arts across the world
and allocate resources for the
development of promising artists

Jensen also spoke at the launching
ceremony at Hotel Sheraton.

Chief adviser's wife Neena
Ahmed, late great artist Zainul
Abedin's wife Jahanara Abedin,
artists, diplomats and distin-
guished personalities were present
atthe function.

The chief adviser said Kibria's
world of art is fabulously diverse,
“I've always been fascinated by
his subtle paintings on canvas,
his intricate collages, etchings,
mixed media and his simple yet
refined drawings,” he told the
function,

Fakhruddin said that very rarely
an artist does demonstrate such
mastery and skill in all these medi-
ums. "Despite the broadness of his
interest, the core of his efforts has
remained focused on abstract
expressionism.”

He reminded that the art histo-
rians, journals and critics rely
heavily on books and illustrations
of paintings to evaluate and com-
ment on art trends of a particular
time. “Although it's the age of elec-
tronic media, printed books are
still invaluable and will remain so

on Bangladeshi art should be given
as gifts when government officials
undertake overseas trips or when
foreign dignitaries visit
Bangladesh.

Responding to a demand, the
head of the caretaker govern-
ment said he has instructed the
ministry concerned to revive the
stalled project for construction
of National Art Gallery at
Shilpakala Academy for its
implementation at the shortest
possible time,

Expressing his feelings, septua-
genarian Kibria said publication of
the book at this late stage of his life
has inspired him to start painting
again.

“Now it seems to me that still
['ve many things to do,” Kibria said
and thanked the publisher for
bringing out the work.

In his speech on the life and
works of Kibria, Quayyum
Chowdhury said people cannot see
the artworks of great artists, as
there is no national art gallery in
the country.

He urged the chief adviser to
take steps to complete the unfin-
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Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed and noted artist Mohammad Kibria hold a copy of the book titled 'Kibria', based on
the life and works of the artist, atalaunching ceremony at Hotel Sheraton in the city yesterday.

Mobile phone
subscribers
reach 3.9 cr
in March

UNB, Dhaka

The total number of mobile phone
subscribers in the country rose to
3.89 crore at the end of March from
3.75 crore in Februarylast.

Telecompaper, a Netherlands-
based telecom website, reported
the figure on the basis of the latest
update from the Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC).

On April 17, the website
reported that GrameenPhone was
the market leader with 1.78 crore
subscribers, up from 1.72 crore
subscribers in February, while
Orascom Telecom Bangladesh
(Banglalink) was in the second
place with 83.1 lakh subscribers.

TMIB (Aktel) and Warid
Telecom International bagged
third and fourth positions with 74.5
lakh and 27.9 lakh subscribers
respectively.

Other operators -- PBTL
(Citycell) and Teletalk Bangladesh -
- remained steady compared to
February and reported 15.6 lakh
and 10.1 lakh subscribers each
respectively.
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Women and girls throng Moghbazar Wireless Gate water pump station to collect drinking water yesterday as water crisis has gripped many areas of the city.
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The BBC debate where YOU set the agenda!
' Listen on BBC Bahgla radio
Every Sunday, at 8pm
Shortwave 31 and 41 metre bands,
KHz 9435 and 7580 respectively
4 FM 100 MHz in and around Dhaka

Watch on Channel | television
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. Wish to participate in future Sanglaps?
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® Callor SMS:01819 407030
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