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Media boycott
still on cards

LRILI\I 0, ummud

The News Media Coalition (NMC),
the body that has under its wings
global news and photograph agen-
cies Reuters, Associated Press,
Agence France-Presse and Getty
Images, has not ruled out a boycott
of the Indian Premier League (IPL),
which startson April 18.

Although the IPL’s relaxation of
its terms and conditions has satis-
fied newspapers and broadcasters,
it still bars agencies from supplying
photographs to cricket websites.
The NMC is unhappy over the
discrimination, which prevents it
from serving a section of its clien-
tele

"The News Media Coalition calls
upon the Indian Premier League to
remove remaining obstacles in the
way of full editorial coverage of the
tournament, starting tomorrow
(on April 18], it said in a release.
"As terms of journalistic access to
games stll prevent photographs
from games being used on cricket
websites, the international news
agencies are each reviewing their
options for coverage including not
seekingto attend atall.

The Press Trust of India, India’s
leading news agency, had said it
would cover the event "under
protest”, but the NMC said the
presentaccreditation terms are still
notacceptable.

"The interests of the Indian
Premier League are protected by
the fact that its accreditation terms
limit news content generated by
the news agencies to be used for
editorial purposes only. It is dis-
criminatory for the accreditation
terms to prohibit international
news agencies from being able to
serve a specific group of users, such
as cricket websites. Major interna-
tional news agencies and news
picture agencies including Reuters,
AP, AFP and Getty have stated that
they object to such discrimination
and would not be able to accept the
accreditation terms as long as
concerns with this prohibition
remain unaddressed.”

Vision Bangladesh
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“There was a lack of transparency
and accountability on previous
occasions that led to the discon-
tinuation of the project. For long
this post was run by amateurs but
nowwe need someone who can take
this project forward, " said Sultan.

According to Imtiaz, the project
this time will work with BFF hold-
ing events like the B.League as well
as the districts to start organising
tournaments, coaching and refer-
eeing programimes.

"It is a new departure for the
project here in Bangladesh. We will
make sure that teams do not play
only in knockout competitions but
also play on a home and away basis
in the district events,” hoped Imtiaz.

The initial projects of the Vision
Bangladesh will focus on
Narayanganj and Chandpur, the
latter district being Sultan’s home.
Asked why Chandpur was picked,
the BFF chief said that other District
Sports Associations were not willing
to take the responsibility.

Menton, the grey-baired AFC
Vision Asia director, informed:
“The first phase of the projéect in
these two districts would take a
year to set in and we are taking it as
a proper model which will be suit-
able for other districts to follow.”

But Mony warned that if the
districts do not perform up to
standard they will bedropped.

The delegation promised of
sustained development of football
and have also pledged to bring
money from AFC and FIFA if the
project goes in the right direction.
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Valencia players celebrate with the trophy after beating Getafe 3-1 in the final to win the Copa del Rey at the Vicente Calderon Stadium in Madrid on Wednesday.

Valencia win Copa del Rey

AFP, Madrid

Two goals inside the first 11 min-
utes helped give Valencia coach
Ronald Koeman a night to savour,
after a miserable season in La Liga,
as his men beat Getafe 3-1 in the
Spanish Cup final here Wednesday.

Failure to win the Cup would
almost certainly have seen
Koeman depart company from the
Spanish side, who have only won
one of their last nine league games,
perhaps even being sacked before
the end of the season.

However, now that Valencia
have ensured a return to European
competition next year after lifting
their seventh Spanish Cup, the
under-fire Dutchman may yet have
a future at the club and be able to
mould itin hisimage.

Valencia struck quickly to take
control of the game being played in
Atletico Madrid's Vicente Calderon
stadium, just a few kilometres from
Getafe's home in the Spanish
capital'ssouthern suburbs.

Juan Manuel Mata put Valencia
into the lead with little more than
three minutes having elapsed,
scoring with a bullet-like header
from exactly on the penalty spot
after a cross from the edge of the
area byDavid Silva.

Getafe had only themselves to
blame having left Mata unmarked
and they committed the same error
seven minutes later when defender
Alexis Ruano raced in to head
Valencia further ahead from a Silva

corner.

To add insult to injury, Alexis
had moved to Valencia from Getafe
lastsummer

After the two early body blows,
Getafe gradually regained their
composure and started to assert
themselves.

Cosmin Contra headed just over
the bar midway through the first
half and the roving Romanian
international defender earned
Getafe a penalty in injury time at
the end of the first half which
broughtthem backinto the game.

Valencia defender Emiliano
Moretti scythed down Contra with
a wild sliding tackle and on-loan
Real Madrid midfielder Esteban
Granero clinically put away the
penalty to give Getafe abig boost at
acrucial ime.

However, Valencia demon-
strated a side of their character
which has not been seen too often
since Koeman took over last
November and refused to be too
severely shaken by the Getafe goal.

Spanish international striker
David Villa had two good opportu-
nities within the first 10 minutes
after the break, the latter requiring
a good reflex save from Getafe
keeper Oscar Ustari.

Granero then hit the cross bar
from 20 yards outjust after the hour
to show that Getafe hadn't thrown
in the towel.

Valencia keeper Timo
Hildebrand then pulled off a mag-
nificent save to keep out Braulio
Nobrega's header 10 minutes from
the whistle before second-half
substitute Fernando Morientes

clinched the Cup for Valencia four
minutes later.

Ustan could only parry away a
rasping free kick by Ruben Baraja
from 25 metres out and Morientes
nipped forward to head home the
bouncing ball.

It was a sweet moment for
Morientes who finally filled the one
missing space in his trophy cabi-
net.

The former Spanish interna-
tional striker had won every other
club honour during his eight sea-
sons with Real Madrid but his only
Cup winners' medal was in
England with Liverpool two sea-
sons ago.

Getafe's miserable night was
completed when midfielder Fabio
Celestini was sent off in the dying
seconds of regulation time, adding
to the nine bookings that referee
Alberto Undiano had made earlier.

[t has been a cruel six days for
Getafe and their coach Michael
Laudrup.

Getafe are still searching for
their first piece of silverware in club
history after also being the beaten
Cup finalists last season, when they
wentdown 1-0 to Sevilla.

They looked to be well on their
way to the UEFA Cup semifinals
last Thursday only for Bayern
Munich to equalise with just a
minute to go to make the score 1-1
and force the gameinto extra-time.

The Spaniards then scored
twice, despite only having 10 men,
only for Luca Toni to get two goals
in the last five minutes to clinch the
tie for the Germans on the away
goalsrule,

An all-star cast
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Brett Geeves -- aren't part of the
national squad and there's enough
Indian firepower to lead a consis-
tent campaign. Delhi look likely to
be the best fielding unit in the
tournament, a fact that makes
them big favourites to lift the tro-
phyonJune 1.

A fielding unit that comprises
Tillakaratne Dilshan, de Villiers,
Manoj Tiwary, Dinesh Karthik,
Gautam Gambhir and Malik --
some of the mostathletic cricketers
prowling the field.

DECCAN CHARGERS

The team with possibly the highest
power quotient, Hyderabad startas
strong favourites for the competi-
tion. Andrew Symonds won't be
available for the second half of the
series -- Herschelle Gibbs and
Shahid Afridi initial games -- but a
roster of formidable overseas stars
make them a big force. RP Singh,
Chaminda Vaas and Nuwan Zoysa
comprise a left-arm trio that can
keep things tight.

Capable of big hits and intelli-
gent nudges, Scott Styris brings an
additional dimension to the side.
Take into account his useful
medium-pace, and you have a
potential MVP for the IPL. His
retirement from Tests means is will
be part of the side for the entire
tournament,

RAJASTHAN ROYALS
A tricky start for Jaipur early on,
with Pakistanis, South Africans and
Dimitri Mascarenhas unavailable.
But Shane Warne has some good
Indian talent backing him up --
Mohammad Kaif, Yusuf Pathan,
Ravindra Jadeja and Munaf Patel
providing the fizz. With each side
expected to play at least seven
Indians, Jaipur looks to be in the
best position to have a settled
squad through the tournament.
Shane Watson offers a great
option at No.7. Not only is he a
dynamite at the top of the order
and can be useful with both the
new and old ball. He is available for
the whole duration of the tourna-
ment and, barring injury, is a good

candidate for the player of the
series.

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

There maybe no Shoaib Akhtar but
Kolkata have big names to draw in
the crowds. Brendon McCullum,
Chris Gayle and Ricky Ponting form
a trio as dangerous as any. Add to
that the brilliance of Sourav
Ganguly and Ishant Sharma and
you have a squad high on enter-
tainment value. It's a side full of
crowd pullers -- a fact that would
pump up Shah Rukh Khan after all
the bickering over ticket sales at
Eden Gardens.

David Hussey started the 2007
county season hammering 275 from
227 balls in an early game against
Essex and belting seven sixes from
eight balls in a one-dayer. He has
more than 1100 runs in Twenty20
games and scores at a strike rate of
over 140. He maybe the least known
of Kolkata's overseas stars but could
well be the trump card.

KINGS XIPUNJAB

A well-balanced side bowling side
with two genuine quicks (Brett Lee
and Sreesanth), aswing bowler (Irfan
Pathan) and two spinners (Ramesh
Powar and Piyush Chawla). Yuvraj
Singh and the two Sri Lankans --
Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar
Sangakkara -- form a good trio but
their fortunes could depend on how
thelocal batsmen perform.

An economical medium-pacer
and handy hitter, James Hopes
could be the one to watch out for.
His bowling has variety and tight
final overs have regularly picked up
wickets and saved runs. ATwenty20
strike-rate of 1185 (in 15 games)
gives you an idea of his big-hitting
prowess.

MUMBAIINDIANS

The big question around the
Mumbai side is who will captain in
case Sachin Tendulkar misses out
because of a groin strain. Shaun
Pollock, Sanath Jayasuriya and
Ashwell Prince have captained
their sides before but Pollock pre-
ferred if a local player led. Either
way it could only be for one or two

games as Mumbai look ahead to a
big season. Expect fireworks from
the top order: Ajinkya Rahane and
Robin Uthappa following the two
masters, Tendulkarand Jayasuriya.
Luke Ronchi has quickly con-
firmed his place as Australia’s
future wicketkeeper. An accom-
plished gloveman, Ronchi has also
demanded attention with the type
of clean hitting that made Gilchrist
such a fearsome force. In 2006 he
hammered the fastest hundred in
Australian domestic one-day
history. Mumbai picked him late
but, as the only foreign
wicketkeeper in the side, he will be
expectedto playevery game.

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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Batting first after winning the toss,
Chandpur posted 239 for 9 in 50
overs with Elias contributing 60
runs and Rubel scoring 39.

Suman captured three wickets for
57 runs while Rubel took two for 31.

In reply, Wari Club were all out for
206 in 47.1 overs with Rajib top scor-
ing 72 runs and Faisal making 31.

Fazlul and Jahan took two wick-
ets each.

In the day's other match, Prime
Doleshwar (253-9) managed a
hard-fought one-wicket win over
Dhanmondi Pragati (251-10) at the
City Club ground.

DIVIII CRICKET

Gulshan Youth Club and
Bangladesh Police won their
respective matches of the Third
Division Cricket League yesterday.

Atthe Dhanmondi Club ground,
Police (89.3 in 10,5 overs) rattled to
a seven-wicket victory over
Kamrangichar Sporting Club (88 all
out in 25.3 overs) with Chanchal
hitting 45 for the Police.

In the other match, Gulshan
Youth (165-4 in 29.5 overs) beat
Lalbagh Anwar Sporting Club (161-
8 in 50 overs) by six wickels at the
Uttara Friends Club ground.

Ricky wary of
Indian threat

REUTERS, Mumbai

India pose a serious threat to
Australia’s Test cricket supremacy,
Australian captain Ricky Ponting
said onWednesday.

Australia have dominated the
lest championship race, finishing
top of the 12-month cycle ending
on March 31 for the fourth year in
succession, but Ponting said the
way the new cycle pans out will
depend on the younger members
ofhis team,

“India certainly have a great
team together at the moment and
South Africa have played excellent
cricket for a number of years in
both forms of the game,” he told a
news conference.

“So we just have to wait and
see,” he said after collecting the
ICC Mace, the Test championship
trophy, ata function in Mumbai.

India, who lost an acrimonious
recent Test series 2-1 in Australia,
finished second in the Test rank-
Ings after squaring a home series
with South Africa at the weekend.

"Hopefully over the next 12
months the younger guys that we
bring into the (Australian) national
team will stand up and perform,”
Ponting said.

“Iftheycando thatand the older
guys like me, Matty (Matthew)
Hayden and the other guys keep
pulling our weight we can hope-
fully remain numberone."

Australia have lost top players
Shane Warne, Glenn McGrath and
Justin Langer, who all retired early
last year, and wicketkeeper-
batsman Adam Gilchrist, who quit
afterthe series against India.

"There were a lot of question
marks around the team at the start
of the last Australian summer,
losing the...great players that we
lost,” Ponting said.

"But | thought some of the
younger guys who came into the
side like Phil Jacques and Mitchell
Johnson handled themselves really
wellatthe international level."

Mumbai sweat
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with Anil Kumble set to miss their
opening match on April 18. Nathan
Bracken, the Australian left-arm
seamer, has already been ruled out
for at least four weeks and it would
make the selection of the final XI a
tricky process.

Bangalore's opponents for the
first match of the IPL -- Kolkata
Knight Riders -- have announced a
14-member squad for the opening
match. The side, led by Sourav
Ganguly, includes five foreign
players -- Ricky Ponting, David
Hussey, Brendon McCullum, Chris
Gayle and Mohammad Hafeez.

The second match of the tour-
nament features Chennai taking on
Kings XI Punjab in Mohali. Yuvraj
Singh, the captain of the Punjab
side, has already spoken of the
mini-battle thatthe contest is likely
to throw up between him and
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, the cap-
tain of the Chennai franchise.

"It's a good way to build the
hype (around the competition) by
pitching it as Yuvraj versus Dhoni
contest,” Yuvraj said. "Maybe, I will
share a joke with him after the
game." Dhoni, however, will playin
the side as a specialist batsman
with Parthiv Patel set to keep
wicket. “"Dhoni has bruised fingers.
We'll see how things shape up in
the next couple of days, but with
Parthiv there, we don't want to put
unnecessary pressure on the
Indian captain,” said Kepler
Wessels, the coach of the Chennai
franchise.

PCA book final
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From a score of 68 for two, they

suddenly got into a quagmire to
lost next four wickets for only 19
runs.

Nevertheless, only Reeza
Hendricks stood tall against the
searing Pakistani attack. Coming to
bat as number fourth batsman,
Hendricks remained unbeaten on
55 off 107 balls. Mr Sundnies (19)
was the next highestscorer.

The hosts now face the hapless
South Africans on Saturday, fol-
lowed by another encounter
between the two teams who faced
each other yesterday. On April 21,
GP-BCB National Cricket Academy
face Pakistan atthe same venue.

The final will be held on April 23
at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur.

BRIEF SCORES

PAKISTAN CRICKET ACADEMY:
240-6 in 50 overs (Manzoor 12,
Shehzad 74, Khalid 51, Asad 18,
Azhar 23, Asad 28% Anwar 10,
Imdad 14*; Das Neves 2-35, Shezi 1-
21,deVilliers 1-38).

SOUTH AFRICAACADEMY: 155 all
out in 44.4 overs (Joe Avontuur 4,
Jappie 14, de Villiers 18, Hendricks
55*, Vilas 4, Van Schalkwyk 1,
Barnes 5, Das Neves 7, Mahlombe
7, Wagner 17, Shezi 4; Yasir 3-20,
Anwar 2-23, Shehzad 1-7, Iindad 1-
28, Azharullah 1-18).

Result: Pakistan Cricket Academy
won by 85 runs
Man-of-the-match: Ahmad
Shehzad.
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Kapil's English desire

iﬂl Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

Cricket legend Kapil Dev says he
wants to add a London or

Birmingham team to the rebel lndlan
Cricket League (1CL).

Devheads the ICL, the bmkaway
rival of the Indian Premier League
(IPL).

“I would love to have a London
team playing in the ICL or
Birmingham or another city team,”
Dev, India's World Cup-winning
captain, told BBC Sport.

"If 1 get a chance, if | have the
money, | will definitely make one
teamn from London or Birmingham.
Give me the money and sponsor and
Iwilldoit."

Headded: "Iwould also love to see
ateam from South Africa, West Indies
and Australia.”

Devwenton to reiterate his desire

to sign England paceman Steve
Harmisontothe ICL

The Durham bowler was dropped
by England during the recent series
against New Zealand and might not
get a central contract when they are
handed out by the England and
Wales Cricket Board in September.

"Definitely, he would be most
welcome,” said Dev.

The ICL is in its second season
after being set up by Indian broad-

@he Daily Star

caster ZeeTVin 2007,

It is not recognised by the
International Cricket Council, the
Board of Control for Cricket in India,
or any of the other Test-playing
nations.

The BCCI has set up its own
Twenty20 | e, the Indian Premier
League, kicks off in Bangalore
on Friday.

Dev, who was named India's
cricketer of the century by Wisden in
2002, said he could not understand
the hostility to the ICI.

The ECB had originally announced
it would ban from county cricket for a
season any players who competed in
the ICL but has since abandoned such
adecision.

Dev stated: "We always say any-
body picked for ICL must first repre-
sent their country and come to play
for us when they are free.

“We don't want to spoil any coun-
try’s cricket. The aim of ICL is to give
exposure to the young boys and
people who have played enough
cricket, like Brian Lara or Inzamamul
Haq,

“If they share their time with the
young upcoming guys, they can
teach these young cricketers.

“That's what our aim is and if we
give the spectators thrilling cricket,
everyone benefits from thatr”

Dev says the aims of the ICL are
analogous to those of county benefit
matches.

“In England, you have benefit
maltches,” stated India's 1984 World
Cup-winningcaptain.

"We are saying that cricketers
who have served their countries for
10 or 15 years can have a couple more
years to benefit.

“The senior boys will pass on to
the young cricketers what they have
learned. Then we will see better
cricket.

"I just want to ask the ECB one
simple thing -- am I doing something
wrong by trying to promote cricket
around the world?

“The ECB should send us a letter
saying thank you. Let's not be hypo-
critical.”

Dev said he would also
English players to join the rival IPL
They are the only international crick-
eterswho have notbeen able to playin
the competition this season.

“If they are free, they should go
and play in the IPL," added Dev.

“Iwould say'Please come and play
and work out a better life. You must
comeand playin our country’.

"People from all around the world
are coming to play in England, is that
wrong? When we say we are coming
and play in England, you people are
happy.

"Nobody stops us, no board
comes forward to say no. When
cricket is being played in India, that's
alsogood.”

Violent play, dissent

to be punished

REUTERS, Regensdorf

Referees at Euro
2008 will come
down hard on
players who use
excessive force or
show dissent if

SELS they follow
URO2008| instructions they
Amotm—e J were given on

Thursday.

The 12 referees who will officiate
at the June tournament in Austria
and Switzerland were handed a six-
point list of instructions at the end of
a four-day workshop at their Euro
2008 base near Zurich.

The instructions, compiled by
SULCLCT S Bm'eming hml}'
UEFA, order referees to “act firtnly
(red card) against challenges involv-
ing excessive force...including the
illegaluse ofarms and elbows.”

UEFA said that players would also
be expected to respect officials’
decisions.

“Referees can accept a spontane-
ous expression of frustration from
players,” the instructions state, “but
will firmly sanction players who
show dissent to the referees by word
oraction.”

The referees have also been
instructed to control holding or
pushing in the penalty area prior to
corners and free kicks and to punish

“simulation intended to deceive the
referee” with yellow cards.

As is already the case in the
Champions League, UEFA's disci-
plinary body will be able to use video
evidence to punish players who fool
the referee by diving or pretending to
have been fouled.

The referees have also been told
to deal firmly with mass confronta-
tions with the instructions stating
that “any players involved. .. have to
realise that the main protester(s),
including anywho run over to joinin,
will getayellow card.”

At a news conference accompa-
nying the workshop, UEFA referees'
committee member Hugh Dallas
warned that “we can mnr*mn( a
minimum of one player o cacls
team will be cauuoncd lolio wing
suchanincident.”

The list ends with a note to team
coaches, advising them that they will
be “left to do their jobs” in the techni-
cal area immediately in front of the
team bench pmw‘ded they act
responsibly.

“If a coach openly criticises the
referee, action will be taken to curb
his behaviour,” the instructions add.

The directives do not include any
radical changes to existing practice
in European competition butinstead
highlight the areas in which referees
will be asked to place particular
emphasis during Euro 2008.

UEFA president Michel Platini
said last month that the organisation
would use the tournament to call for
more respect within the game with
individual campaigns addressing the
need to respect opponents, national
anthems and referees.

UEFA said they would demon-
strate their own respect for the refer-
ees with an accompanying support
team and increased pay levels.

In addition to the team of referee-
specific doctors, fitness trainers and
masseurs provided at Euro 2004,
match officialswill also be offered the
services of a sports psychologist.

Referees will be paid 10,000 euros
for every match at which they offici-
ate with their assistants receiving

| hat corresponds to an increase-
of almost 60 per cent com with
Euro 2004 where the officials
received the same amount but in
Swiss francs.

“UEFA decided the amount of pay
based upon the pressure and respon-
sibility, the professional preparations
required and, of course, the quality of
the referees,” UEFA's head of referee-
ing Ivan Comu told the news confer-
ence.

UEFA said the 12 referees, who
will be matched with assistants from
each of their own countries, had
been selected based on their good
performancesin European matches.

Arrest mars torch relay
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there on one day since demonstra-
tions lastmonth.

The round-the-world torch relay
has been dogged by protests over
China's military crackdown in Tibet
and its human rights record -- over-
shadowing China's prestige in host-
ing the world's biggest sporting
event.

In India, authorities said they
were even worried that Tibetan
activists might set themselves on fire
in front of TV cameras. Police said
they had been equipped with blan-
kets and water, but no self-
immolations were reported.

Several thousand Tibetan protest-
ers did, however, stage a rival torch
relay, symbolically setting off from the
mausoleum of Mahatma Gandhi, the

Tibetan refugees also demonstrated
inthe Himalayanregion of Ladakh.

Seventy Indian sports figures,
entertainers and others took part in
the official torch run, including
Bollywood actors, tennis player
Leander Paes and officials from
China'sembassyin New Delhi.

Several Indian personalities had
pulled out of the run, including Kiran
Bedi, India's first woman police
officer, and India's football captain
Bhaichung Bhutia, a Buddhist who
said he wanted to show “solidanty”
withTibetans.

Some here have also been irked by
the presence of Chinese security
guards employed in India to guard
the flame -- many here still hold
bitter memories of a 1962 border war
withits giantnorthern neighbour.

China's politics.  am sympathetic to
what is happening in Tibet," the star
told reporters. "Butat the same time I
am here as a supporter of the
Olympics.”

India has been home to the Dalai
Lama since he fled Tibet after a failed
1959 uprising against Chinese rule in
hishomeland.

Jiang Xiaoyu, the vice-president
of the Beijing Olympic organising
committee, thanked India for it

isational skills.

"We have been deeply impressed
by the beauty of Delhi and the
arrangements and the Indian peo-
ple's passion for the Olympic
flame,"” he said as therelay ended.

Suresh Kalmadi, head of the
Indian Olympic Association, said
the relaywas a "great occasion.”

champion of India’s non-violent Bollywood star Saif Ali Khan "I thank all of you for keeping up
independence movemnent. defended his decision to take part. the spirit of the Olympic torch,” he
Hundreds ofIndian Buddhistsand "I am not a great supporter of saidattheendoftherelayinaspeech.
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