Baishakhi Utsab

Baishakhi Folk Festival

Baul songs at Bangla Academy

.

A baul artiste performs at the festival

NADIA SARWAT
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Born in a Baishnab family in
Gopalganj, Mamata Dasi was fasci-
nated by kirtan and bauisongs. "But
[ loved to sing more than I enjoyed
listening to music,” says Mamata,
now a middle-aged baul artiste.
Mamata Dasi and her husband
Ranjit Das Baul are among the folk
singers invited by Bangla Academy
to perform at the ongoing folk festi-
val on the occasion of the Bengali
New Year
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On April 16, third day of the
Baishakhi folk festival at the Bangla
Academy premises, folk artistes from
different corners of the country pre-
sented baulsongs.

Prior to the event, a discussion was
held where Professor Biswajit Das
presented his essay titled Nabobarsho
Utsab: Roop Roopantor (Evolution in
the New Year celebration). Mofidul
Haque was present as a discussant
while litterateur Selina Hossain pre-
sided over the session.
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vibrant changes in the Bengali New
Year celebration. Poets during the

~ Middle Ages interpreted the New Year

as a natural phenomena. Later,
through the writings of Rabindranath
and Nazrul, it comes across as a call to
celebrate the new replacing the old.
Secularism is the core of this festival,”
said Bishwajit Das in his essay.
Mafidul Haque said, “Through the
enormity of this festival, an elemen-
tary ethical value is being developed
in our country. We are trying to partic-
ipate with all our uniqueness even in

Title: 1st Jatiyo Rongmistin
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All these will contribute to make our
nation more unified.”

In her speech Selina Hossain said,
At present, we are going through a
economic depression. Even then, if
we can nurture the cultural spirit
within us, poverty will never be able to
dishearten us. The New Year celebra-
tionisaninspiration forus.”

The cultural programme started
with folk artiste Anwar Hossain sing-
ing the Lalon song Dash-er jogya noi
choroney. The artiste rendered
another Lalon song Karo kotha keu
bolena, delineating the love for
Krishna among the womenfolk of
Gokul. However, it is only Radha who
is the victim of scandal.

Deiwar Hossain Boyati rendered
Diner din gonar din tor shesh and Ki
ghumey ghumiye achhey.

The husband and wife duo
Mamata Dasi and Ranjit Das Baul
performed Kanai Lal Sheel's Amaye
korli dewana and the popular Lalan
song Kori mana kaam chharena.

Other performers of the evening
included Bakul Boyati, Alamn Dewan,
Asgar Dewan and Alam Sarker.
Gautam Majumdar, Mohammad
Faruque, Almas ali, Gazi Abdul
Hakim, Abu Kamal and Ashtosh Sheel
were on the instruments.

Yesterday, Zahid Mustafa ,pre-
sented his essay titled Bangladesher
Adhunik Chitrakolaye Lokochitrer
Probhah (The influenceoffolk artin
the contemporary Bangladeshi art),
Mainuddin Khaled was the discus-
sant and eminent artist Qayyum
Chowdhury presided over the event.

Today, Adivasi leader Sanjib Drong
will present his essay titled Adivasider
Nabobarsho Utsab (New Year celebra-
tions among the indigenous people).
Professor Afsar Ahmed and Ajay Roy
will be present at the event. A cultural
programme will follow each discus-
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Barshoboron Taste of Dhaka

Utsab mem

Orpiisar: Banciatash 0id Dhaka Food ot

Loko Sangee! Parishad Organiser: Dhaka G
Venue: Seminar Hall, Mahanagar Samit, Dhaka al
Central Public Library, Kendre
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Rong Berong-er Manush
A mixed album featuring Adhunik songs by the late
Sanjib Chowdhury, Samina Chowdhury, Fahmida Nabi, Partha
Barua. Source: Agniveena (a sister concern of Geetanjoly)

An album of Adhunik songs
By Shahanaz Rahmatullah

And Samina Chowdhury. Source: Laser Vision
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Third solo album of
Shayan Chowdhury Ornob

Source: Bengal Music Company Ltd.
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Esha Hey Baishakh

A mixed album featuring Rabindra Sangeetby Sadi Mohammad,
Rezwana Chowdhury Banya, Papia Sarwar, Milia Ali, Golam
Morshed Khan, ShamaAli and Shimul Zaman. Source: G-Series




