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12-16hrs power outage a
day in Barisal division

WZPDC sources say they get 200 MW against a demand for 600 MW

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Load shedding, coupled with rise
in f day temperature have made life
miserable in 21 districts of Banisal
division under the command area
of West Zone Power Distribution
Company (WZPDC)

Power outage stretched from 12
to 16 hours in a day while the day
temperature varies between 33 and
25 Celsiou. Weather officials said
yesterday the temperature may rise
innext fewdays

Sources in WZPDC in Barisal
said power supply in 21 districts
decreased to 200 MW against the
minimum demanded of 600 MW,
which increased power outage up
to 16 hoursaday

Norway envoy
visits Dinajpur
projects

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

—— ——— _——

Norway Ambassador Ingadjorg
Spotroing yesterday visited differ-
ent development projects under
RDRS (Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural

Service) funded by Norway govern- function held at a local hotel here b |
mentin Birgan) upazila of Dinajpur. wtard :
= 1ciEe foTre aLr |l YLSIE:‘ d}'
He wvisited different develop- MVt e e ity
ment projects in rural areas of the sillg P : y .

upazila including Adibashi Mohila
Proshikshan Kendra, Kishori
Kendra, Shishu Shiksha Kendra,
Sujalpur Mohila Dal etc

He was accompanied by Dr

WZPDCO officials secking
anonymity said they get only 155-
175 MW power from Power
Development Board (PDB) and
another 90-100 MW from private
power generation units for the 21
south-western districts against a
daily demand for atleast 600 MW,

[t was scheduled that the rest of the
demand would be met from the
National Grid through the east-west
connector, butthatisafarcry, theysaid.

However, against a shortage of
345-355 MW, only 40 MW electric-
ity is supplied by the Eastern Zone
to Western Zone,

From this total of 275-285 MW
supply a day, about 50 MW is 'lost’
due to system loss and fault in the
transmission lines. The restis being

Selina Rahman, director of health, | |

Azizul Karim and Al Montazeer,
programme coordinators, Hasan
Marruf, UNO of Birganj and Md
Mozammel Haque, officer iIn
Charge of Birganj Police Station.

s

supplied to the 21 districts of
southwest region including Barisal
electric supply region against a
demand for 600 MW, they said,

According to PDB sources, Barisal
electric supply region has 18 feeders
under 11 KV and 4 feeders under 33
KV power distribution line with a
minimum demand for 80 MW,

On Monday, total only 26 MW
power was supplied from the
Natonal Grid to 18 feeders of Barisal
electnicity region including urban
and rural areas, where the demand
in Barisal city and adjacent areas
aloneis40 MW, sources said.

Emergency services in hospi-
tals, telecommunication
exchanges and other public utility
services like water supply are

NAT

severely affected. The industries
sector bears the brunt of the power
outage, many businessmen sald
while talking to this correspondent
yesterday

The situation is worse in remote
rural areas of Uzirpur, Agoiljhara,
Gournadi, Babugan), Hizla, Muladi,
Mehendigan| upazilas of Barisal
where farmers sufler forirrigation.

Executive engineers of Barisal
Power Supply Division 1 and 2 of PDB
said they have nothing to do as they
only distributes whatever power they
getfrom the National Grid.

The only hope is the gas-based
under-construction 34.5 MW plant
in Bhola, they said. The situation
may improve if it starts generation
alter three-four months, they said
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'he Norway envoy left for | Youth Engagement and Support (YES) launches a signature campaign at Baishakhi Mela at Shaheed Abdur Razzak

Thakurgaon in the afternoon

' Park at Satkhiratown tocreate awareness against corruption.
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A CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon
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Freedom fighters and different

‘Thakurgaon massacre

women and buried them at the
mass grave at Jhathibhanga under
Sadar upazilaof the district.

SHOOTOUT WITH CRIMINALS

SI hurt, 3 held,
arms seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenlidah

Police arrested three bullet-hit
criminals including the gang
leader and recovered arms after a
shootoutin Jessore

SI Sabbir of Jessore Kotwali
police station was also injured
during the incident,

Tipped off that criminals were
holding a meeting at around
11:30pm, police raided the rall gate
area when the criminals opened
fire, prompting the law enforcers to
retaliate, police said.

After a shoot-out for 15 minutes
police arrested Mensale and his
accomplices Ratan and Nayan with
bullet injuries while their cohorts
managed to flee.

Police recovered a revolver, four
bulletsand abillhook from the spot.

SI Sabbir, who received a bullet
in his knee during the shoot-out,
has been admitted to Jessore Sadar
Hospital,

Mensale is accused in several
cases with Jessore Police Station,
sald Officer-in-Charge Abul
Bashar.

8 Mymensingh
journos get
awards

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Eight local journalists working for
different national dailies were
awarded "Best Reporters of the
Year- 2005 and 2006 Awards" at a

(MRU) gave the prizes. Its its presi-
dent Sultan Uddin Khan was in the
chair while Mir Kashem Ali, chair-
man of Diganta Media Corporation
Managing Committee, was the
chief guest and Shawkat Mhamud,
president of Jatiya Press Cclub was
the main speakerat the function.

Recipients of the prizes for 2005
are Babul Hossain, Staff Reporter of
Daily Janakantha; Md. Aminul
Islam of Daily Star; Ataul Karim
Khokon of Jugantar and Zillur
Rahman Khan of Sangbad.

Recipients for the year 2006 are
Babul Hossain, Staff Reporter of
Daily Janakantha; Sheikh
Mohiuddin Ahmed of Ittefaq and
Channel-I; Motiul Alam, Staff
Reporter of Manab Jamin; Jahangir
Alam Liton, Staff Reporter of
Bhorer Kagoj and Shamsul Alam
Khan of Inquilab.

A discussion was also held
marking the prize giving cere-

[ONAL

Task Force starts work
at KCC, meets officials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The Task Force began work for-
mally in Khulna City
Corporation (KCC) yesterday to
rnalkc it a people-oriented insti-
tution.

On the first day, the Task Force
team headed by Brig. Gen.
Ehteshamul Hugq PSC held a
closed door meeting with acting
Mayor Moniruzzaman Monli and
all departmental heads of KCC,
The meeting lasted from 10-
d0amto 2-30 pm,

The meeting was attended by
high officials of army, Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab), joint
forces and intelligence agency
DGFI.

The acting mayor and all high
officials of KCC welcomed mem-
bers of the Task Force team.

When asked alter, Brig Gen
Ehteshamul Hugq told Journalists
that they came to the corpora-
tion to discuss various matters.

Later, acting Mavyor
Moniruzzaman Moni said that
matters relating to gearing up
works and measures to make
KCC more transparent and wel-
fare-oriented were discussed at
length in the four-hour meeting

with members of task force.

The acting mayor said that
matters relating to financial
irregularities, corruption,
sources of revenue earning,
manpower strength and work of
different ongoing projects also
come up for discussion.

TheTask Force team members
will sit separately with officials
of each departments of the city
corporation to get an idea about
implementation of development
projects, the acting mayor said.

He said the task force would
nolt waste any time to gear up
work in all sections and take
drastic action against corruption
and irregularities, if detected.

Commanding Officer of
joint forces in Khulna Lt Col
Kamrul Ahsan, Commanding
Officer of Rab-6 Col Meftaul
Karim and local high officials
of Anti Corruption
Commission and National
Board of Revenue and he dis-
trict administration were also
present at the meeting.

It may be mentioned here that
KCC Mayor Sheikh Tayebur
Rahman and chief engineer Liakat
Ali Sharif are now in Khulna dis-
trictjail in extortion cases.

@he Daily Star

NARCOTICS CASE
Charge framing

against mayor
Kamran now
on May 5

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A Sylhet court yesterday deferred
charge framing against detained
Sylhet City Corporation (SCC) mayor
Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran in acase
forkeepingforeign liquor athis house.

Additional District and Sessions
Judge Md Amir Uddin, also the judge
of anti-smuggling court in Sylhet,
deferred it until May 5 as the defence
lawyers submitted a prayer stating
that the High Court had stayed the
case for three months.

The court earlier on March 17 W

had deferred it until yesterday as the
defence lawyers prayed for.

Kamran was brought to Sylhet
from Comilla Central Jail and was
put before the judge yesterday.

Mayor Kamran was arrested in
much talked 'kitchen market’ graft
case in April last year. He was
released on interim bail issued by
the High Court after a month,
Kamran was caught for the second
time on May 28 lastb year and
within hours of his arrest, the joint
forces recovered one bottle of for-
eign liquor, some documents of
bank accounts, FDR worth Tk 35
lakh and others from his
Chhararparhouse in the city.
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Buffaloes soak themselves in water to héve a respite from the scorching summer heat. The photo was taken from_
Charkatchchhapia village under Companiganjupazila in Noakhali district. ' :
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