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Major powers fail to strike
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accord on Iran talks

AFP, Shanghai

The five veto-wielding members of
the UN Security Council, plus
Germany and the EU, failed yester-
day to agree on an agenda for nego-
tiations with Iran over its nuclear
programme, an official said.

But the envoys agreed to con-
tinue to work on a joint proposal
aimed at bringing Tehran back to
the negotiation table and in line
with UN resolutions.

"We discussed how to conduct
dialogue and negotiations with
[ran... we have agreed on most points
in the proposal, however there are
some outstanding issues that remain
to be resolved,” China's assistant
foreign minister He Yafeisaid.

"As soon as an agreement is
reached on this proposal..., it will
be referred to the Iranian side and
at that time we hope the Iranian

side will respond positively to it
and make its own contributions to
apropersettiement.”

Britain, China, France, Russia,
the United States and Germany
and the European Union took part
in the talks.

He did not give a timeline for
when they hoped to resume nego-
tiations with Tehran, but he said
the agenda for the talks should lay
out "a comprehensive, durable and
proper solution” that covers
nuclear energy, political security
and economic areas.

Wednesday's one-day deputy-
ministerial-level meeting was held
after Tehran announced last week
ithad begun operating hundreds of
new centrifuges at its uranium
enrichment plant, in violation of a
raft of UN resolutions.

Western governments have
warned Tehran that it faces further
sanctions if it continues to expand

its nuclear programme, which they
fear is a cover for a drive to develop
anatomicweapon,

Tehran insists its programme Is
entirely peaceful and aimed at
generating energy.

But its official IRNA news agency
said last week it was now operating
492 new centrifuges at the Natanz
uranium enrichment plant, in
defiance of UN calls to freeze the
process.

The United States said last week
that Tehran risked further isolation
and new international sanctions
for its continued refusal to comply
with UN resolutions.

“The [ranian government con-
tinues to be in violation of multiple
United Nations Security Council
resolutions and with each step it
takes it continues to isolate its
people and risk further interna-
tional financial and diplomatic
sanctions,” White House spokes-
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man Gordon Johndroe said.

French Foreign Minister Bernard
Kouchner issued a similar warning,
saying the international commu-
nity must consider "reinforced”

sanctions if Iran does not respond to,

concerns aboutits nuclear work.

Earlier Admiral Michael Mullen,
the US chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, said Iran "is at the heartofa
great deal of discontent and dis-
ruption and instability in that part
of the world.

"So I have expectations thatIran
will remain front and centre cer-
tainly for at least the next three to
five years," he said, responding to
questions after a speech at the
Heritage Foundation, a conserva-
tive think tank here.

Mullen added that all options
needed to be kept on the table, but
"I'am not arguing that that is whére
the next conflictoccurs.”
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Locals try and put out the fire with buckets of water after a passenger plane crashed on Tuesday in Goma in the east

of the Democratic Republic of Congo. About 40 people were killed in the plane crash while several others survived.
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HOPE'87 Bangladesh is a Branch Office of HOPE'S7 Austna invites applications
from the suitable candidates to fill up the following position on emergency basis :

1. Project Coordinator : | (one) Suil. For Six months, Salary per month
Tk. 30,000 (consolidated).
Masters in Development/Social Science, Age

35 years above , Job Station-Borguna & Dhaka.

Qualification-

Thais want new

polls if parties

dissolved

['HE NATION/ ANN, Barngkok

Most Thais want a general election
I any political parties are dis-
banded, according to results of a
surveyreleased Tuesday.

Vitamin
supplements

may increase
risk of death

THE GUARDIAN, Undated

Vitamin supplements taken by
millions of people do not increase
life expectancy and may raise the
risk of a premature death , accord-
ing to a review of 67 studies with
more than 230,000 subjects.

The review, by the Cochrane
Collaboration which regularly
pools data from trials to evaluate
drugs and treatments, found
supplements vitamin A, vitamin E
and beta-carotene are detrimental
to health. In 47 trials with 180,938
people and a low risk of bias, the
"antioxidant supplements signifi-
cantly increased mortality”, the
authors wrote. When the antioxi-
dants were assessed separately
and low risk of bias trials were
included and selenium excluded,
vitamin A was linked to a 16 per-
cent increased risk of dying, beta-
carotene to a 7 percent increased
risk and vitamin E to a 4 percent
increased risk. '

Evidence for vitamin C and
selenium was more equivocal,
suggesting there was no benefit to

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka stepped up air attacks
against Tamil Tiger rebels yester-
day, deploying jets and helicopter
gunships as 12 guerrillas were
killed in ground battles, defence
officials said.

Fighter jetsbombed a suspected
Tamil Tiger base in the northern
town of Oddusudan overnight
while Mi-24 helicopter gunships
were deployed to attack rebel
bunkers further north in the Jatina
peninsula, officials said.

PHOTO AFP

Manila residents buy cheap government subsidised rice at a Manila market yesterday. Philippine authorities intensi-
fied efforts to stave off a crisis over soaring food prices, declaring war on rice hoarders and appealing to the United
States to help boost government stocks,

They said pilots confirmed
hitting the targets. There was no
immediate word from the rebel
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LI'TE) who have been resisting a
major military thruston the de facto
ministate they run in the north.

The defence ministry said at
least 12 rebels were killed 1n sepa-
rate ground attacks since Tuesday.

Earlier Sri Lankan war planes
bombed a communications centre
inside rebel-held territory Tuesday
after heavy ground battles left
seven Tamil Tigers dead, the

Lanka steps up airstrikes
| 12 rebels killed in fighting

defence ministry said.

The target was taken on Tuesday
afternoon as ground troops battled
the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) along the de facto
border of the their mini state in the
north of the island, the ministry
said.

"Pilots confirm that the target
was hit accurately,” the ministry
said without elaborating.

The air attack came as the min-
istry reported seven Tiger rebels
had been killed in fighting since
Monday.

Ahmadinejad
casts doubt
on 'suspect’
Sept 11

AFP, Tehran

[ran's President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad on Wednesday reaf-
firmed his doubts about the
accepted version of the September
11, 2001 attacks on the United
States, describing the strikes as a
"suspectevent’ .

"Four or five years ago a suspect
event took place in New York,"
Ahmadinejad said in a speech to a
public rally in the holy city of Qom
broadcastlive on state television.

“A building collapsed and they
said that 3,000 people had been
killed, whose names were never
published.”

“Under this pretext they (the
United States) attacked
Afghanistan and Iraq and since

then a million people have been
killed," he said.

India, Brazil
should work
for UNSC
berth: Patil

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Brasilia

Growing ties between the govern-
ments of India and Brazil should
move to the level of partnership
between the people of two coun-
tries, President Pratibha Patil said
in Brasilia while addressing the
Brazil Senate.

In her speech on Tuesday, Patil
said both countries should work
within the framework of the G-4
countries (India, Germany, Brazil
and Japan) to pursue the "rightful
and long overdue permanent
membership of the UN Security
Council”.

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

India's ruling Congress party official
on Tuesday disapproved of

party to project its young leader
Rahul Gandhi as the prime minis
terial candidate for the next elec-
tion.

Party spokeswoman Jayanthi
Natarajan said "there is no vacancy”
for the top post and both party chiel
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul have "kept

attempts from a section within the .

| Congress moves to snu
Rahul rumours

remarks a day after senior party
leader and Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun Singh
said there was nothing wrong In
projecting Rahul as the future prime
MIiNIsSLer

Natarajan's articulation of the
party stand also came ona daywhen
another senior leader and External
Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee
endorsed Singh's views.

The Congress spokeswoman
said in a prepared statement that
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Dozens arrested
in Zimbabwe

AFP, Harare

President Robert Mugabe's secu
rity forces clamped down hard on

| unrest during a general strike in

Zimbabwe, arresting dozens of
opposition supporters: before the
stoppage fizzled outonWednesday.

The security forces scaled back
their presence in the capital as it
became clear that the call from the
Movement for Democratic Change

"They have arrested a lot of
people, more than 50, mostly MDC
staff members, including a mem-
ber of parliament,” Nelson
Chamisa, spokesman for the
opposition Movement for
PDemocratic Change, told AFP.

Police have confirrfied the arrest
of 30 opposition supporters for
offences linked to the general
strike, which was launched on
Tuesday but struggled to win

2. Project Officer : 1 (one) post. For 2 years, Salary per month Tk. 15,000
with other benefit. Qualification-Minimum BA/B.SC,
Age 33 years above, Job Station-Dhaka.

3. Administrative & Procurement Officer-1 (one) post. For Six months,
Salary per month TK. 14,000 (consolidated), Qualification- Graduate in
any discipline, Age 33 years above, Job Station-Dhaka. Expenence -5
years practical expenience in related field. Competency- Knowledge on
the admin. & financial rules, Inventory management, store keeping &
procurement rules and strong computer skill. 2

"we would like to put an end to all
speculation. There is no vacancy for |
the post of prime minister

taking these pills compared with a
placebo.

for people to remain off work unul
the results of March presidental
results arereleased had failed

away from any environment of
sycophancy.”
The party official made the

much support in a country where
unemployment stands at over 80
percent.

Of the 2,625 people surveyed, 64
per cent wanted a general election
[ some parties were disbanded,
17.4 per cent said the disbanded [
parties should join other parties,
and 18.6 per cent wanted a new
government.

Half of the people surveyed said
they would vote for the People
Power Party if they go to the polls
again, 46.9 per cent said theywould
vote for the Democrats, and 3.1 per
centwould vote for other parties.
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WHY BRAVIA IS THE BEST?
BRAVIA Won 7 International Award Since 2000

MR ANGS.

Responsibilities & Competencies for SI. No. 1 & 2 :

(a) Over all coordination of SIDR affected project & CHT project.

» (b) Implement, monitor and follow up project activities, conducting, evaluation Assumption University Research
(c) Prepare report and communicate to GOB, INGO & PNGO. CentredirectorNoppadon Kannikasaid
(d) Skill on wniting and drafting of official letters independently in English & Bengali. the survey was conducted from Apnil 2 S o ﬂ ﬂ &II
(e) Self motivated, cooperative manner and strong interpersonal skill. (0 14 on eligible voters in Bangkok and We ITHT READERS’ = @
(f) The candidate should have good computer skills in operating package ¢.g. | Mesumroundingprovinces. T_*nr ,‘“n" { CHOICE . — L
MS Word, MS Excel, MS Power Point, Internet browsing. B D SRuDer —— 3 A L AWARDS 4 =AM
(g) 5 years practical experience in related field. R LCALAVE] 23 L5 LCNET Asia m e
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CATERPILLAR DIESEL GENERATOR BRAVIA
FOR SALE Sony LCDTV
The following Caterpillar Diesel Genera}or sets are for immediate sale Limited Stock, Offer from 16 March '08 [
at running condition from ready stock. ' |
All the engines are maintained by ~ Bangla J——
Generator specifications
Diesel Generator set Diesel Generator set
Capacity : 1360 KVA Model : D3512B Year : 1998 Capacity : 1360 KVA Model : D3512B Year : 1998
Electronic Modular Control Panel (EMCP) Electronic Modular Control Panel (EMCP)
Installation date : 27.03.1999 Installation date : 11 .06.1995
a Overhauling date : 24.05.2003 Total Generator running period : 19847 hours.
! After overhauling Generator running period : 7130 hours. _
Diesel Generator set Diesel Generator set U J W P\ fee— miliD
| : | sates KD | o 22 R 030 Sores \/ . (= g (= G
Capac:ty 1150 KVA Model : D3512 Year - 1993 Capacaty : 635 KVA Model : D3512 Year : 1997 BRAVA Sieok L Dogard Saves  BRAVIA Hgh Parformonce Serdes BRAVIA Mromium Sores RRAVIA ™ Sories In Ul HD m»-:'h:wﬂh;” moRmoy ﬁﬁ'“ [ s
Installation date : 18.12.1993 Electronic Modular Control Panel (EMCP) 37) |32} | 26| 48] [20] [32 (48] [40] [52] @@ [ae] (0] 52] 28] ';‘:E]j:‘ﬁ‘[g M"‘“ﬂ“"
Overhauling date : 25.09.2002 Installation date : 01.07.1997 | _ N B N [T |
After overhauling Generator running period : 8728 hours. Overhauling date : 14.07.2001 MTQM : 9663556, Rifles Square : 8624762, Akport Road : 811838081, Fmﬁﬁlﬁﬂi m3€§ﬁ1mg§.cw] w Conter : %Tasfa&?fna IHSMM 0555504, Stackum-2 : 9552376, Stadium-3 : 9554743, Mouchak : 331870 811888081
After overhauling Generator running period : hours. Lamatia ; 9118328, Guishar- 1 0883344, Guishan-2 : 8811576, 9840516 Uttar: 8911071, Labag : 8623567, Lusamibazar: 7167548, Bashabo : 8252018, Holand Cenire : 8850545, Mepur-1; 9010878, Mepur-10 : 9005843, Rbrahimgur : , Dholaiper , Jrjra - TT72026, Savar : Kikhet
ng Ing period : 8561 hours Bazar ; 8320404, Narsyangon : 7632704, Norshindt 63088, Gazipur : 9256625, Chowrasta Gazipur : 01715687171, Shafipur: 01726757878, Konabark: 01915343394, Maowna ummn, M 54.;:1, Jamalpur mrmranﬁ?&m m;‘;ﬁimnmm[;;-gggw

:;;:- mam-mwm CMHF:EH-‘-H.W- 712810, Rie Ciub, CTG: 04434486975, Bandartia, CTG: 741328, Fent: 61147, Cox’ Bazar: 51130, Khagrachart: 62429, Bandarban: 62164, Rajshah : 774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, 01711588462, Jessore-2: 62485, Choumuhoni
0L, Lokt (B, et TATY, THATY, Fdpur: 06111, Hobigonk 62208, Ooulcewr: TE0, Narek: 01711883457, Shaktber E424, Magure: 62537, Chipalratiaboary. 0171200627, Nakre 6218 Maagrore 01711208166, Natatburt 1444, 84004, Saptapad Mkt Bogra
. . Galbandha: 61636, 01712003117, Joypurhat 62317, 01711302007, Ishwardi: 63057, Pabna: 51813, Brahmanbaria: 52799, Ramgonf 01712268370, Chuadanga: 01712937833, Rangpur: 62141, Dinsipur: 61087, Chandpur 67477

Please Contact : Engr. Saiful Islam, Tallu Spinning Mills Ltd, Cell no : 01711366774

Inviting all kinds of electronic companies to
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0191-6350049. 0171-30434982 COMMUNICATIONS LTD.

12th - 13th - 14th May
Yenue, |

~-SAMARAI CONVENTION CENTRE, Panthopath
~{Opposite of Bashundhara city shopping mall)

Tel - +88 0666 2620859-60
Fax ; +88 02 8620238
E-malllinkbangladesh@gmail com
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