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EXERCISE SHANTI DOOT-2

Boosting etforts to establish

global

PORIMOL PALMA, back from

Rajendrapur Cantonment

Ihe word 'soldiers’ creates a pic
ture of fight and casualtes in the
mind, but the ongoing multina
tional military exercise at
Rajendrapur Cantonment forms a
different picture -- interaction with
general mass and solving their
problems through dialogues

Around 400 soldiers from 11
countnes are not only learning the
tools to deal wath the issues in the
conflict-ridden regions of the
world but also learning cultures of
various regions and ways to make
friendship with a view to boosting
their efforts to establish global
peace and face evil elements dis-
turbing harmonious living.

A number of foreign partici-

Tk 20 lakh

looted from
city house

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Robbers looted Tk 20 lakh and 10
tolas of gold ornaments from a
house at South Dania under
Shyampur Police Station in the city
yesterday.

Police said a gang of four to five
robbers entered the residence of
schoolteacher Monzurul Islam
Bakul on fourth floor at around
5:00pm. They pressed the doorbell
and entered the flat identifying
themselves as Bakul's relatives

Shyampur police said one of the
robbers pointed a pistol at Bakul's
wife and demanded Tk 20 lakh that
Bakul drew from a bank forbuyinga
piece of land. They made off with
the moneyand the gold ornaments.

Bakul was not at the house
during the robbery

JCIWorld chief
calls on CA

UNB' D;Mkfi

Visiting Junior: €hamber
International (JCI) World President
Graham Hanlon made a courtesy call
on Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
at his office yesterday, when he offered
his organisation's cooperation with
Bangladeshin any need.

JCI, an NGO that has got its activi-
ties spread in about 150 countries,
focuses on youth empowerment.

During the meeting, the JCI world
president apprised the chiefadviser of
the acuvities of the organisation and
said the government could “feel free to
call the JCI in any need for the help of
Bangladesh”.

Hanlon said positive news of
government could also be projected
through JCL

The chiefadvisersaid Bangladeshis
wellknown forwomen empowerment.

He said the proportion of younger
population in Bangladesh is bigger
compared to other countries and
empowerment of the youth is impor-
tant for facing the future challenges
of the country:

CA's Press Secretary Syed Fahim
Munaim was also present during the
meeting.

20 govt officials
get Japanese
scholarship

Twenty young government officials
have been nominated finalists for this
year's Japan Development

Scholarship (JDS), saysapressrelease. |

Itwas announced at a ceremony
atthe NECBuilding inthecity.

Aminul Islam Bhuiyan, secre-
tary of ERD, Ministry of Finance,
and Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Masayuki Inoue were
presenton the occasion.

The finalists, who have been
selected from 302 candidates, will
soon leave for Japan for two years to
obtain a master degree after finish-
ing a two-month Japanese lan-
guage training programme that
began yesterday.

peace

pants made this observation to
reporters during a visit to the
Bangladesh Institute of Peace
support Operations Training
(BIPSOT) at Rajendrapur
Cantonment yesterday

The military exercise titled
‘Shanti Doot-2', which means
peace ambassador, has been
organised under the auspices of
the US-based Global Peace
Operation Initiative (GPOI). It
started on April 6 and will end on
April 20

"Our efforts will enhance the
availability and capability of these
countries to participate in the
regional and worldwide UN peace
keeping operations,” said Lt Col
Edward Tanguy of US Army, com-
mander of the 249th Regional
Training Institute in Oregon,

1o ensure the exercise matches
conditions that participants are
likely to encounter during real
peacekeeping missions,
Bangladesh Armed Forces pro-
vided UN-type vehicles for all the
scenarios, installed UN check-
points and hired local people to
portray avariety of roles.

“To maintain peace is a great job
and we are here to learn how to meet
the peacekeeping needs of the
world,” said Lt BC Banita of Nepal.,
Female soldiers alongside their
male colleagues are doing excellent
work in the exercise, she said.

Peace has becomeavital need in
today's world, said Lt Sunil Soni of
the Indian Army.

“We the soldiers are trained for
fighting, but here it is something
different. We are learning how to
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FHOTO: STAR

Islami Ain Bastabayan Committee holds a rally occupying a road in front of
Baitul Mukarram Mosque in the city yesterday, demanding cancellation of
the National Women Development Policy 2008.
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BSS, Dhaka

The governmentyesterday decided
to reduce the bus routes to 40 from
the existing 129 to avert traffic jam
in the city.

The decision came from an
inter-ministerial meeting held
yesteday to implement the recom-
mendations of a committee consti-
tuted to develop traffic manage-
ment for reducing traffic conges-
tionin the metropolis.

LGRD and Cooperatives Adviser
M Anwarul Igbal presided over the
meeting in the conference room of
the Local Government Division,
said an official handout.

The meeting reviewed the prog-
ress of implementation of the
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Bus routes will be
reduced to 40 to
end city traffic jam

short, medium and long-term
recommendations, - -

[tdirected the owners of the CNG
stations to install several supply
lines for increasing supply capacity
and also to install own generators.

The Dhaka City Corporation
was directed to prevent the inter-
district buses from entering the city
to carry passengers. The meeting
also decided that the inter-district
buses should procure fuel from the
bus terminals.

Local government division
Secretary Sheikh Khurshid Alam,
commifttee convener and director
general of Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics AYM Ekramul Haque and
high officials of various ministries
and divisions attended the meeting.

Says adviser

| UNB, Dhaka

The recruitment quota for
Bangladeshi workers in South
Korea has been doubled this year.
“The quota for Bangladeshi
recruits for jobs in Korea during
. March 2008 to February 2009 has
| been raised to 8000, which will be a
| cent percent increase over the previ-

[ftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, also in-

charge of Expatriates' Welfare and
| Overseas Employment Ministry, said
yesterday.

The foreign adviser expressed
satisfaction' over the increase
and also directed the relevant
authorities in Bangladesh for
'speedy and transparent selection
process under this Employment
Permit System Scheme'.

Stressing the need for ‘'upgrad-
ing skills’, the adviser said, “If we

l ous year,” Foreign Affairs Adviser

South Korea doubles
workers' quota

can adequately meet this demand
to the satisfaction of the employ-
ers in the Republic of Korea, next
year our quota can be raised. We
must bear in mind that these jobs
call forsome specific skills.”

“This progress is in line with
our new seven-point policy for
expatriate workers,” Iftekhar
observed.

“Also this is a reflection of our
excellent relations with the
Republic of Korea,” said the
adviser, who had visited Seoul last
year and had meetings with the
Korean leaders.

The adviser hoped that this
relationship would expand to
include much larger economic
cooperation. “The Republic of
Korea is becoming a key partner, a
development that will bring great
benefits to both countries,”
Iftekhar further stated.

Vehicle owners, drivers defy new
traffic system in Chittagong

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The owners and drivers of city
service buses and motorised three
wheelers threw an apparent chal-

lenge to the traffic department of

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) yesterday, completely defy-

ing its new traffic system that

aimed at easing passengers' has-

sles and streamlining commuter

services inthe port city.

Under the new rule introduced
on the first day of Bangla New Year,
no passengers were said to be
allowed to sit beside drivers of
CNG-run auto-rickshaws or tem-
pos in the CMP areas. Besides,
commuters were prohibited to
travel standing on the back of a
tempo.

The drivers of city service buses
were asked to drop or pick passen-
gers from specific bus stoppages.
Commuters were also asked to buy
tickets in advance from their spe-
cific counters prior to making their
journey.

But the owners, drivers and
staffs of the 840 city buses, 13,000
CNG-run auto-rickshaws and
2,000 tempos flouted the new rule
in an organised way much to the
frustration of the passengers.

Sources said the bus owners, in
a bid to thwart traffic department’s
new initiative, suddenly started
withdrawing their vehicles from
the city roads after 10.00pm caus-
ing immense sufferings to the
commuters

Agitated passengers vandalised

bus counters and clashed with the
bus staffs in Fakirhat, Anderkilla
and New Market areas. They also
pelted brickbats on some speeding
buses.

CMP Deputy Commissioner
(traffic) Mohammad Ali Mia said
tougher legal actions will be taken
against those who violated the new
rule.

The DC said, "It was an
uncalled-for act of the owners
against the public interest which is
tantamount to violation of law.
They were given route permits to
run their buses on the city roads.
Those who would deviate from the
traffic rule or try to take undue
advantage would be sued and, if
necessary, their route permits
would also bescrapped.”

(o,

deal with people, interact with
them and sharing cultures of differ-
ent countries,” sald Sergeant Zed
Warnockof the US Army.

In the UN missions, peacekeep-
ers have some common tasks,
Therefore, they need better under-
standing and mutual trust among
themselves for better results, said
Brig Gen Saiful Ali, commandant of
BIPSOT,

I'here are around 8000
Bangladeshi peacekeepers in the
UN missions across the world and
they are working with reputation,
he added.

I'he countries participating in
the 'Shanti Doot-2' include
Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia,
India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal,
South Korea, Sri Lanka, Tonga and

United States.
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Mujibnagar
Day tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League has chalked out
elaborate programmes to observe
the historic Mujibnagar Day tomor-
row, commemorating the formation
of Bangladesh's first government at
the Baidyanathtola mango grove in
Meherpuron thisdayin 1971.

The place was later renamed
Mujibnagar as a tribute to the hero
of the country's independence,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who was declared the
president of the government-in-
exile and the supreme commander
of the armed forces.

The party will hoist the national
and party flags atop the Bangabandhu
Bhaban at Dhanmondi and the party
office at Bangabandhu Avenue at
6:00am, saysa press release.

AL Acting President Zillur Rahman
and central leaders will place wreaths
atthe portraitof Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Wreaths will also be placed at the
graves of Syed Nazrul Islam,
Tajuddin Ahmed and Captain
Mansur Ali at Banani Graveyard in
the city and at the grave of AHM
Quamruzzamanin Rajshahi’= =+ ¢

In Mujibnagar the national and
party flags will be hoisted at 10:00am
and party leaders will place wreaths
at the mausoleum at 10:15am. A
discussion on the significance of the
Mujibnagar Day will also be held on
the Sheikh Hasina Stage.

'No polls if
people don't
get food'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh
President AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury yesterday said politics
would not sustain and there will be
no electionifpeople don'tget food.

He said this at a meeting of the
party executive committee at the
KC Memorial Clinic at Baridhara
in the city.

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh
Secretary General Maj (retd) MA
Mannan, Presidium Member Brig Gen
(retd) Giasuddin Chowdhury, Joynal
Abedin Khan Bir Pratik and Vice
President Dr Abu Muzaffar Ahmed
werealso presentatthemeeting,

The meeting also approved the
party constitution.

Badruddoza also urged the
government to stock sufficient
food grains for the future.

Conference

Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and
Saferworld, UK jointly organise a
conference on 'Bangladesh Human
Security Survey 2007'. Venue: BIISS
auditorium. Time: 11:00am.

Workshop

Bangladesh Heritage Foundation
| organises a workshop on 'Reform
measures undertaken by the caretaker
government: How to sustain them in the
post-election scenario’. Venue: Hotel
Lake Shore. Time: 9:00am.

Seminar
Advancing Public Interest Trust (APIT) and
Shaptakik jointly organise a seminar on

disaster and education. Venue: Chhayanaut
Sansknty Bhaban. Time: 9:30am.

Roundtable

The daily Amar Desh organises a
roundtable on means of ensuring health
services for all. Venue: National Press
Club. Time: 2:00am.

Memorial meeting

A memonal meeting will be held to mark
the 29th death anniversary of Justice
Sayed Mahbub Murshed. Venue:
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British High Commissioner Anwar Choudhu

Railway Station on Monday.
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PHOTO STAR
ry and Asian Development Bank Country Director Hua Du share a happ
moment with a cultural team during the Inaugural ceremony of Dhaka-Kolkata train service at Dhaka Cantonman{

achievements

Finance adviser urges international community

UNB, Dhaka

Finance Adviser Dr AB Mirza Azizul
Islam yesterday sought specific
proposals of additional assistance
from the international community
to help Bangladesh face the threats
to sustain the progresses the coun-
try has so far made.

“The progress we achieved so
far is now under threat...
Bangladesh has no contribution to
global issues like climate change
and consequently the global warm-
ing, but it is the worst victim,” he
said at the inaugural session of a
symposium on social protection at
Sonargaon Hotel,

Policymakers from eight South
Aslan countries are participating in
the three-day symposium titled
Social protection as a strategy in
transformative social policy'.

Unicef Regional Director for
South Asia Daniel Toole, who also
spoke on the occasion, told report-
crs after the meeung that “the gov-

ernment has to ask the donors what

" il .

- theyneedtofacethesitiation. - +

Saarc Social Affairs Director
Hassan Shifau also spoke at the
session, chaired by Unicef
Bangladesh Officer-in-Charge
Uhaa Lyorlumun.

The adviser said the increase in
prices of fuel oil, fertiliser, and
especially the food has also threat-
ened family budget, affecting the
government ability to provide
social safety net for the people.

[ hope, the symposium will
come up with specific proposal
about what the international com-
munity should do, the adviser
added.

He pointed out that interna-
tional donors frequently commit to
provide assistance to social safety
net programmes and climate

changes issues, but so far they have
not provided any additional assis-
lancein these regards,

‘At present, the World Bank and
IMF are very much concerned
about food price increase, but they
have taken no concrete initiative so
far,” hesaid.

Dr Aziz said no matter what
development programmes a coun-
try undertakes, there would always
be a group of people to remain
unattended and cannot participate
in the development process.

“At this point, there is a role of
the government which can be done
In coordination with NGOs and
private sector to bring this missing
middle under safety net,” he

S to sustain

added.

During the three-day delibera-
tions, around 70 senior govern-
ment officials, representatives
from international NGOs and
development agencies, researchers
and experts will discuss how could
social protection systems, legisla-
tion and policies contribute to the
achievement of MDGs.

"Women and children, and
notably those excluded from
resources, incomes and social
services, are the most affected by the
disconnect between high economic
growth rates and low progress on
human development indicators,”
said Daniel Toole, the Unicef
regional director for South Asia.

People yet to reap benefits
of independence

Dr-Ak;bar;---tells;lecmreﬂ A £ i

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chairman of the Regulatory
Reforms Commission Dr Akbar Ali
Khan yesterday said the people of
Bangladesh have achieved inde-
pendence through the War of
Liberation but are yet to reap its
benefits in the fields of economy
and politics.

However, the spirit of the War of
Liberation has kept the nation
shining, he said at an
Independence Day Comme-
morative Lecture on the Dhaka
University campus.

He said the nationalist move-
ment during the Pakistan period
had turned into a revolutionary
movement transcending national-

The Daily Styr

SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN
City AL demandgs
unconditional

release of Hasing
DU CORRESPONDENT

—

Dhaka city Awami League yest
demanded unconditional release of
detained Awami League (A])
President Sheikh Hasina before
ending of their on-going mass signa.
ture campaign, saysa press release.

The Al leaders made the
demand at a workers' meeting a1
Lalbagh to make a success their on-
goingsignature campaign.

City AL Acting President MA Aziz
said the demand for the release of
Hasina has become a demand of
heartofthe people.

“The popularity of Hasina has
reached at top. People would not wait
anymore. The voice of people could
notbe gaggedforlong”, he added.

He also said price spiral of essen.
tials going beyond people's ability. If
such situation continues a mass
explosion might be occurred.

He said millions of people have
participated in the mass signature
campaign demanding release of
Hasina. He urged government to
understand the expectation of
people’'s mind and demanded
release of Hasina for the develop-
mentwork of the country.

Acting General Secretary of city
AL Advocate Kamrul Islam also
demanded release of Hasina before
ending of the signature campaign.
He said there are no alternatives of
Hasina's release for the sake of
democracy and development of
the country.

Meanwhile, Bangabandhu
Sainik League (BSL) yesterday
staged a token hunger strike
demanding release of Hasina and
proper treatment of her illness.

Senior AL leaders expressed their
solidarity to the programme held at
central office of BSL.

Expressing solidarity to the
programme AL Presidium Member
Abdur Razzak demanded uncondi-
tional release of Hasina and said
people of the country are not think-
ingany thingbut Hasina's release.

Prakaushalee Parishad
Meanwhile,Bangabandhu
Prakaushalee Parishad (BPP) on
Monday launched a mass signature
campaign at the Sudha Sadan in the
city demanding release of Awami
League President Sheikh Hasina.

Dr Wazed Miah, husband of the
detained AL chief, inaugurated the
Imass signature campaign.

Meanwhile, Awami League has
launched another mass signature

il a4 b

1Ism and involving the demand for
social justice and human rights.

The history department of the
university organised the lecture at
the RC Mazumder Auditorium
where Dr Akbar presented the
keynote paper on ‘Nationalism in
Bangladesh: Some Relevant
Thoughts'.

Dr Akbar Ali said the language
and culture have a big impact on
nationalism in Bangladesh. The
Bengali language had to fight
against the aggression of foreign
languages for the last 700 years.

Chairman of the history depart-
ment Prof Ahmed Kamal presided
over the function.

- by ¢3ﬁ[ga'ign' demanding ‘re
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National Press Club. Time: 4.00pm.
Tex Bangla

The inaugural ceremony of the
TEXBANGLA-2008 will be held. Venue:
Bangladesh-China Friendship

Conference Centre, Time: 10;00am.

PHOTOC: STAR

(Left) Awami League leaders wait outside the sub-jail in Sangsad Bhaban area in the city to meet party President
Sheikh Hasina while (right) BNP leaders wait in the same area to meet party Chairperson Khaleda Zia on Monday on

the occasion of Pahela Baishakh.

'5.28 lakh children suffer
from night blindness'

BSS, Dhaka

A total of 5.28 lakh children have
been suffering from night blind-
ness in the country mainly due to
ignorance in taking vitamin-A
enriched food including fruits and
vegetables.

Medical Adviser to the 9th
Infantry Division GOC Col M
Sirajul Karim said this yesterday at
the inauguration of an advocacy
programme on school health for
the area which is under the jurs-
diction of the 9th Division.

“The government is strengthen-
ing the existing school health
programmes giving it much prior-
ity and extending its area from 23
districts to all over the country at

the primary schoollevel,” he said.

The 9th Infantry Division, Local
Health Department, Dhaka district
administration and other govern-
ment organisations jointly organ-
ised the programme at the
Mahanagar Nattya Mancha in the
CILY.

Presenting field-level studies,
Sirajul Karim said the schools
should be provided with necessary
infrastructure like toilet, facilities

of safe drinking water and hygienic
sanitation.

Besides, raising awareness
about primary healthcare among
the students is also needed so that
they can remain unaffected from
diseases, he added.

Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka Kamaluddin presided over
the function, while district Civil
Surgeon Dr M Kibria also spoke.

NSTM galleries
to remain open
for public

The galleries of National Science
and Technology Museum (NSTM)
will remain open for all from
9:00am to 5:00pm from Saturday to
Wednesday except for the govern-
ment holidays, says a press release.

Each ticketwill cost Tk 5.

People can also watch stars
through telescope for Tk 10 in the
evening every Saturday, Sunday
and other national days provided
the skyis clear.

g T

President apprised
of DU housing,
transport
problems

BSS, Dhaka

A delegation of Dhaka University
(DU) yesterday called on President
lajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban.

The delegation, led by Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr SMA Faiz,
thanked the president for his coop-
eration in smooth holding of the
44th convocation of the university:

They also apprised the president
of housing and transport problems
of the university students, teachers
and officials and sought his cooper-
ationinsolving the problems.

The president gave a patient
hearing to the delegation and
assured of extending his all out
cooperation in solving the problems
of the university.

[ajuddin urged the university
authorities to undertake initiatives to
protect historical installations on the
campus, including SM Hall building.

Pro-Vice Chancellor of DU Prof
Dr AFM Yusuf Haider and Treasurer
Prof Syed Abul Kalam were present
as the members of the delegation.

Military Secretary to the presi-
dent Maj Gen Mohd Aminul Karim
wis present.
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BSF returns 3
Bangladeshis

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Border Security Forces (BSF) of India
yesterday handed over to Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) three Bangladeshis who
spent 13 months in a Kolkata jail after
they had been trafficked to India in
Februarylastyear.

Sources in BDR and police said
human traffickers trafficked Noor
Islam Mollah, his wife Taslima Begum
and his brother Yasin Mollah through
Sadipur border of Benapole, promis-
ingthem of goodjobsinIndia.

BSF arrested them at Haridas
border of India on February 28 last
year and put them in Kolkata
PresidencyJail.

The victims, who hail from
Barakpur village at Zibarakpur Police
Station in Khulna, are now under
custody of Benapole portpolice.

Obituary

Qazi Anwarul
Mahbub, gen-
eral manager
(Finance) of
Expolanka
Group, passed
away at Berdem
Hospital in the
city on April 13,
says a pressrelease.

Mahbub, eldest son of late Qazi
Mahtabuddin Ahmed of Cheora
Kazi Ban of Comilla, left behind his
mother, wife, one son and two
daughters to mourn his death.

He was buried at Banani

Graveyard after namaz-e-janaza at
Bakshi Bazar Ground after Asr
prayers.

His qulkhwani will be held at his
Bakshi Bazar residence after Asr
prayers on Friday.

Death anniversary

Today is the
second death
anniversary of
MA Bashar
Joarder, former
joint secretary
to the govern-
ment and free-
dom fighter,
saysapressrelease.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani
and milad mahfil will be held at his
residence.

Chehlum

Chehlum of LM Mahmud, a former
police official, will be held on
Friday, says a press release.

Mahmud passed away due to
old age complications on March 10
atacity hospital at the age of 80.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at Banamalipur
Madrasa premises under Boalmari
upazilain Faridpur.
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