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Troubled world of sports
of autistic children

DURDANA GHIAS

Farhan, 11, was strolling with his
mother at the Chandrima Udyan
in the city. Sometimes the child
was breaking into arun butall on
asudden running out of steam.

Sometimes he bumped
against people ambling down the
park who gave him strange looks.
However, he enjoys his evening
outmore than anybody else.

"It would have been better if
there was an open space for him
but there is none. I have to take
him somewhere to play and burn

designer.

"Mostly the pool authority
gives the excuse of special chil-
dren relieving themselves while
swimming. But these children
are toilet-trained and this can
happen in case of normal chil-

drentoo," he said.
Marufa Hossain,

Children, a special needs school,

said negative attitude and lack of

trainers are major impediments
to ensuring sporting faciliues
and physical exercise for chil-

executive
director, Tauri Foundation and
principal of School for Gifted

said.

“"There is a big playground of
physical college nearby but we
cannot get them play there
because other children show
negative attitude towards them.
Even if our children are allowed
to play just one hour a week they
would be pretty happy," said
Marufa.

‘I'think if special children and
normal children play together
then the next generation would
refrain from showing negative
attitude,” she added.

Noor Salam, the only licensed

out his fat because he is growing
overweight,” said Munira Azam,
mother of the autistic boy.

According to parents and
teachers, most autistic and phys-
ically challenged children are
getting obese just forlack of open
space where they could go and
play to their hearts content.

"My 4-year old daughter likes
to play in water but I have to
remain content with the bathtub
because she is denied the oppor-
tunity to using pools,” said
Emran Ahmed, father of another
autistic child and an intenor

dren with disabilities.

"Swimming and riding are
very important exercise for chil-
dren with disabilities. But this
city has no place for these. For
several years | tried to take my
daughter to a swimming pool.
But none of the pools in the city
allowed,” said Marufa, also a
parent of a physically challenged
child.

"As a parent | feel sad when I
see that my child has to remain
content with indoor games. We
are ready to pay extra bucks for
these facilities if needed,” she

socialise, make friends and form
peer groups. It also creates a
sense of achievement in them,"
sald Noor.

"In most cases when a special
child is back from school he
remains at home. Besides, there
is a tendency among some par-
ents to hide their children at
home. But this stay-at-home
approach makes them bad-
tempered and overweight, This is
the reason why agood number of
special children suffer from
obesity which itself is a disease,”
said Noor.
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coach for special children in
Bangladesh who is currently
working with National
Association of Sports for the
Persons with Disability (NASPD),
said that physical exercise and
sports are like rehabilitation
therapies for children with
autism, cerebral palsy, down
syndrome and physically and
intellectually challenged chil-
dren.

"Firstly, sports and physical
activities keep them physically
fit. It increases their confidence
and chasing power. It helps them
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"One big barrier is that a dis-
ability sport is very expensive.
This problem can be solved by
training special coaches locally,”
he added.

A few months ago an applica-
tion was submitted from the
foundation to the Mohila
Complexin this regard.

Asked, Kamrunnahar Dana,
general secretary, Bangladesh
Women's Sports Council, said
since 2003 special children are
using the playground of Mohila
Complex adjusting with their
normal time schedule. However,
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in case of swimming it some-
times turns very difficult for
reasons beyond our control and
lack of trainers, she said.

"We wanted to let the special
children swim in our pool but
parents of normal children
raised objection saying autistic
children sometimes cannot
control bowels, They said that
they would not use the pool if we
allow them. "Some of them said
they would use the pool if we
change the water after the autis-
tic children finish swimming. But
it takes around Tk 15,000 to
change the wateronce. The swim-
ming pool is our only source of
income, so we had to pay heed to
them.

"Children with disabilities
have the same rights like normal
children and we are working with
the ministry so that they have a
playground of their own," she
added.

Asked, Brig Gen Shawkai
Hossain PSC, director, BKSP, said
that special children come to
their field on the eve of Special
Olympic.

"For allowing them [special
children] to use field regularly
we will need a separate com-
pound otherwise the players
would complain. We also need
special coaches from abroad but
lunds are needed for that," he
said.

Butnotall are same.

"Shishumela, Nandan and
Wonderland are a few wonderful
places that always allowed our
children to play. Xindian, Happy
[oday food court are places
where we can go for eating out,’
said Marufa.

MA Halim, general manager
Wonderland, said that they neve:
faced any kind of problen
because of the special children
playing here.

"We maintain a certain timing
for them and other normal
school children. It's a satisfaction
for us to allow them to play," he
said.

Rokonuzzaman Khan, man-
ager, Xindian Restaurant, said
that sometimes children with
disabilities come to his restau-
rant forlunch.

"We don't feel any problem
when they are here because they
are well-mannered and their
teachers accompany them,” he
said.

A student of Fine Arts Institute painting masks for the colourful procession marking Pahela
Baishakh tomorrow. Festive mood resonates on the Dhaka University campus as the students are at
the final stage of their annual preparation to celebrate the first day of Bangla new year.
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Tug-of-war over an open space

DCC permits a body to hold Baishakh fair at Gulshan Central Park
but the occupants refuse to buzz off

TAWFIQUE ALI

Gulshan Youth Club and an event
management firm, Rupkotha
Productions Limited, are at odds
over organising programmes at
Gulshan Central Park on Pahela
Baishakh (April 14), the first day
of Bengali New Year.

Officials of Rupkothasaid they
have taken permission from
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
and Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) for holding a daylong
Baishakhi fair and cultural
programmes at the venue.

But Gulshan Youth Club that
occupies the playground has
announced Baishakhi
programmes on the same date at
the same venue saying that four
advisers of the interim govern-
mentwill attend the programme.

According to records of the
DCC, DMP and ministries con-
cerned, the club has not taken
permission for organising such
programines.

Moreover, Rupkotha officials
alleged that Youth Club authori-
ties have asked them not to hold
any programme there on that
day.

Rubaiyat Thakur Robin, man-
aging director of Rupkotha, said
one Gias who identified himself

as a staff of the club warned the -

Rupkotha staffs off when they
went to Gulshan Central Park on
March 27 to see the facility. .

“When I went to the play-
ground again on April 6 for pre-
paratory work, Gias told me
again that we would not be
allowed to organise the festival
there,” said Robin.

Mustafizur Rahman Bhuiyan,
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general secretary of Gulshan
Youth Club, wrote a letter to the
DCC on April 3 claiming that four
advisers, Anwarul Igbal, Hossain
Zillur Rahman, Dr AMM Shawkat
Ali and Mahbub Jamil, have
consented to attend the daylong
Baishakhi programmes to be
organised by Youth Club.

Contacted, Shafiqul Islam,
private secretary to Mahbub Jamil,
adviser to the youth and sports
ministry, said the ministry is not
aware of any such programme.
“We have not received any such
invitation,” hesaid.

Prodip Raihan, private secre-
tary to Education Adviser

Hossain Zillur Rahman, said
Gulshan Youth Club has sent an
invitation but it has not been
approved. “The adviser is not
going to attend the programme,”
headded.

GM Saleh Uddin, private
secretary to AMM Shawkat Alj,
adviser to the food ministry, said
the adviser has no schedule to
attend the programme.

Rupkotha authorities mean-
while filed a general diary (GD)
on March 28, with the Gulshan
policein this connection.

Aminur Rashid, second officer
of Gulshan Police Station, said
they have not received any infor-

mation in connection with visit
of four advisers at Gulshan
Central ParkonApril 14.

Regarding the GD, he said that
he has mentioned in his report
that Rupkotha has obtained
permission as per proper proce-
dure and rules.

Dhaka City Corporation real-
ised Tk 23,334 from Rupkotha on
March 18 as rent and allotted the
field for holding Baishakhi festi-
vals at the playground.

Office of the DMP commis-
sioner issued permission in
favour of Rupkotha on March 24.

Rafez Alam Chowdhury, presi-
dent of Gulshan Youth Club, said
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they will hold Baishakh festival

and sports events at the play- .

ground on Pahela Baishakh.

Replying to a question on
whether they have obtained
permission from the authorities,
he said, “We do not seek permis-
sion, wejustinform DCC.”

He claimed that the advisers
have given consent to attend the
programme.

According to documents
obtained by The Daily Star, presi-
dent of Gulshan Youth Club in a
letter to the DCC mayor on
March 30 asked for a permanent
lease of a part of the playground
in favour of the club.

But the city mayor in his note
ontheletter ordered legal actions
for eviction of unauthorised
occupancy at the playground.

“I have ordered the chief
estate officer to evict any
unauthorised entity and occu-
pancy of Gulshan Youth Club
from the playground,” said
Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka.

The DCC will have its full
control over maintenance of the
field as per its own rules in the
interests of the locals, said the
Mayor.

Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk), the origi-
nal owner of the parkland, has
meanwthile served notice on the
Youth Club regarding its occu-
pancyatthe playground.

“We have served notice on the
Gulshan Youth Club asking for
their legality of being at the play-
ground,” said Rajuk Chairman
KAM Haroon. “We have not
found any documents in Support
of their occupancy at the play-
ground.”




