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Decision on
Hasina,

Khaleda

after talks
Says Hossain Zillur
UNB, Dhaka

Education Adviser Dr Hossain
Zillur Rahman yesterday said
decision on the release of former
prime ministers Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia might be taken after
discussions at the government-
sponsored dialogue,

“We're laying preparatory
groundwork for making the gov-
ernment-political party dialogue a
he told reporters after

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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1,000MW load shedding

makes life miserable

SHARIER KHAN

With no practical move to improve

gas supplies to power plants, the
load-shedding situation continues
to worsen as the dry scorching heat
drive people to use more electricity
athomes and oflices,

The official power demand
yesterday was 4,500 megawatts
(MW) against a power generation
of around 3,500MW. Around
80OMW power could not be gener-
ated due to short supply of gas to
many power plants,

Power Development Board

(PDB) sources said while the offi-
cial power demand was jusl
4,500MW, the unofficial demand
was hovering around 5,900MW.

A top official of the power minis-
try, however, told The Daily Star
yesterday that the ministry is plan-
ning to hold a high-level meeting
with the chief adviser about
improving gas supplies for power
generation.

"We are presently doing our
homework regarding the gas and
power situation. We will soon hold
atop-level meeting so thateffective
decisions are made,” he said.

Gas is a major concern also
because several new gas-fired
power plants with nearly 1,000MW
generation capacity are expected
to be drafted into service this year.
"We are expecting 200MW new
power generation from May. If we
can not ensure the gas supplies, it
will become meaningless,” the
official pointed out.

He said some additional power
could be produced yesterday
because of a shutdown of the
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser Factory
due to technical faults. It made

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Motia waits in
OMS queue for
rice, returns
empty-handed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) Presidium
Member and former agriculture
minister Motia Chowdhury waited
for hours in vain to buy rice from an
open market sale (OMS) outlet in
the city's South Basabo.

She told The Daily Star that she
firstwent to the OMS outlet at Balur
Math in Siddheswari early in the
morning, but there she was told “no
rice will be sold today|yesterday)”.

She then called a number of her

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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BDR, BSF deal to combat
cross-border crimes

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

India and Bangladesh yesterday
signed an agreement to make joint
efforts to tackle cross-border
crimes like arms smuggling and
trafficking of women and children
by sharing timely and actionable
information,

"The agreement will help to end
any suspicion and distrust prevail-
ing on ground level," Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) Director General Maj
Gen Shakil Ahmed told reporters
after signing the agreement with
the DG of the Indian Border
Security Forces (BSF) A K Mitra.

The BDR and BSF wrapped up
their biennial five-day conference
in New Delhi agreeing to jointly
deal with trafficking of women and
children, smuggling of arms and

counterfeit currency through |

sharing information by sector
commanders.

Mitra said the agreement would
help both BSF and BDR to expedite
decisions.

He said the sector commanders
would take pro-active steps to
resolve the problems oflocal popu-
latnonin border areas.

Ahmed said BDR was commit

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

NEPAL ELECTION

Maoists score strongly
in early poll results

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's ex-Maoist rebels were
emerging yesterday as the surprise
single biggest victors in early
results for landmark elections to
rebuild the Himalayan nation after
abloody civil war.

The polls were held last
Thursdaytoelecta601-seatassem-
bly which is slated to abolish the
centuries-old monarchy and

| rewrite the constitution.

"“The Maoists have won or are

leading in a total of 82 seats," said
election commission sSpokesman
Laxman Bhattaral.

Full results of the impoverished
Himalayan nation's polls -- a dual
first-past-the-post and propor-
tional representation system -- will
notbe known foratleasta week.

But "what we can be fairly cer-
tain aboutis that the Maoists havea
strong chance of emerging as the
single largest party,” said
Kathmandu political analyst

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Awami League Presidium Member Motia Chowdhury waits for rice in front of an Open Market Sale outlet at
Kadamtalaintersectionin the city's Basabo area yesterday.
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2 ‘criminals’

killed in
crosstire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two suspected criminals including
ringleader of infamous Anu group
Anwar Hossain Anu alias Tiger
Anwar of Lalbagh in the capital
were killed in an encounter
between Rapid Action Battalion

(Rab) personnel and members of

the gang at Aganagar in South
Keraniganjlastnight,

The other deceased was identi-
fied as Anu's accomplice Cadre
Babul alias Babu.

Both Anu, 36, and Babu, 35,
were leaders of Lalbagh unitof Jubo
l.eague, youth front of Awami

| League, locals said.

Acting on a tip off that criminals
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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Heartiest Congratulations to
Mr. Igbal Ahmed OBE

Chairman & Managing Director
SEAMARK (BD) LIMITED

o

—

Ry i

-
4

.

qe. IAeA AERAN (5 T&1), 5IF1-d000, (FIF 2 5¢CCbA9-8, BEEIVB0, BEYOEIY
q4q, IS WA (A5 =1), GIF1-3c00, (FF 2 5ECErqd, SAEHV0R, BACHLOL
5@, 23, ¥4, 51! HS AT, GIF-30¢, (T 2 bud8I0Q, budHARY, BLLBRI®
GT-24, 6. .5 T (37 T G-, DIFI-3DR, (FF 3 brdA08Q, brro8ush, 859
~ 8/3, CTIAZIRA, oA 2ren (F S=11) GIF1-309, CFIF 2 3@ Ao, Y2 YT

:‘e‘rﬁfw HAT51G #TY IATSIS TSN ] (T3 ST I T (2 |

Jamaat |
510 | |
1-15_ | |
500 | |
6-28 | |
8-15 | |

e

r |
L

w'!':*.f‘f"'?“ A e

—

Fajr
Zohr
Asr
Maghrib
Esha

Source: Islamic Foundation

4

Nt o X

T

ke e it o W i

f{ ¢4

54‘3!7 ool

Naxdmum opsrating tempsrature |
is46°c-54°¢C

s Abarani Electronics ( 9555564 )

(Stadium) <9 56865 6) i

* Meem Electronics
(Chittagong)

Cooline

AIR CONDITIONERS
fr‘rjﬂ“ﬂ-

Zamil

Mr. Igbal Ahmed OBE, Chairman & Managing Director, Seamark (8D) Ltd is receiving the National Export
Trophy (Gold) 2002-2003 from Dr. Hossain Zillur Rahman, Commerce & Education Adviser.

On receiving the National Export Trophy (Gold) for the year 2002-2003 in recognition of the significant export performance
by the company. We all are very proud of you for this outstanding achievement. We all pray to Almighty Allah
for your continued success, good health, long and peaceful life.
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Many Congratulations and best wishes from all of us at the Seamark Group.

SEAMARK (BD) LIMITED MANRU SHOPPING CITY
SEAMARK (HOLDINGS) LTD SEAMARK plc

IBCO FOOD INDUSTRIES LTD.  IBCO LIMITED

MANRU INTERNATIONAL SEAMARK (USA) INC.

'
.‘m

= aw v aenn A - -

(1

= = |
¢ - = | -
1

.
4 4

e ———— . 1

-
-
A
{
H

Wall mount 1 Ton - 2.5 Ton
Ceiling mount 3 Ton - 5 Ton

Made in Saudi Arabia.

Worldwide Quality and Service

www.secamark.co.uk
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