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SAARC SEMINAR ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Developing new crop varieties
a must to avoid food crisis

Experts tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Experts at a seminar yesterday said
the agricultural production would
decrease significantly in Saarc
region in the coming years due to
climate change

Developing new varieties of crops
tolerant to heat, drought and salin-
ity is a must, otherwise the region
would fall into the grip of serious
food crisis, theyadded.

The seminar titled 'Climate
change and its impacts on agricul-
tural production system in Saarc
region' was organised by Saarc
Agriculture Centre at the confer-
ence hall of Bangladesh Agriculture
Research Council (Barc) in the city.

Dr Ahsan Uddin Ahmed, execu-
tive director of the Centre for
Global Change, presented the
keynote paper at the seminar,

He said due to climate change
temperature of the region would
increase by 1.3 to 2.6 degrees centi
grade in the next four to five
decades.

“As aresult, Bangladesh will face
frequent flash flood, drought,
cyclone, bank erosion and salinity,”
he added.

Dr Ahsan said Bangladesh's
food security will be at risk due to
climate change and for that the
country needs to take immediate
action planto meet the situation,

He said the country should also
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BCL signature
campaign at
Buet to secure
Hasina's release

DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
student wing of Awami League
(AL), vesterday launched a mass
signature campaign on Bangladesh
University of Engineering and

Technology (Buet) campus |

laid emphasis on research and devel-
opment of drought-and-salinity
tolerant crops, increasing tood stock
for disaster period and developing
storage capacity to face the tough
impacts of climate change.

He urged the Saarc countries to
create regional food stock, seed
bank and increase cooperation for
early flood warning system in the
region,

Speaking as chief guest
Agriculture Secretary Abdul Aziz
said, “We cannot avoid the impacts
of climate change, so we must be
ready to tace them.” i

He laid emphasis on creating a
climate cell for the Saarc region
that would build up a network

among the member countries (o
face theimpacts of climate change.

“All countries in the Saarc region
are the victims of climate change
and they should face the situation
unitedly,” he added.

“We should look for climate
resilient development strategies,”
he said, adding the regional food
bank should go into operation
SO0,

The secretary also urged the
Saarc countries to establish an
adaptation fund and adaptation
centre in the region to fight the
impacts of climate change.

Barc Executive Chairman Dr
Md Abdur Razzaque chaired the
seminar.

PHOTO: STAR
Singer Fahmida Nabi speaks at a seminar titled 'Basic rights of street chil-

dren and our responsibility’ at the National Press Club in the city yesterday.
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TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS

SCF signature
campaign from
tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

| PHOTO: STAR
Jatiya Sfamlk League, labour front of Awami League, stages a mass hunger strike demanding immediate release of
AL President Sheikh Hasina atthe party's central office at Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yesterday.

Famine takes place in states

run by unelected govts
Dr Akbar says at BBC Sanglap

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Sector Commanders’ Forum
(SCF), a platform of sector com-
manders of the liberation war, will
start a mass signature campaign
across the country from tomorrow
(April 14), Bangla Noboborsho

Chairman of the Regulatory
Reforms Commission Dr Akbar Ali
Khan yesterday said famine takes
place in the countries run by
unelected governments as there is
none to put pressure on the gov-
ernmentto take therightdecision.

Trust organised the event moder-
ated by Kamal Abhmed of BBC
Bangla Service.

Dr Akbar observed that the
government could not introduce
rationing system right now
because it does not have adequate
stockpiles of food grains or the
capacity,

them duringits tenure.

The government should also sit
with all the political parties in order
to tackle the food crisis, he added.

Kazi Faruque suggested the
government should improve the
food distribution system and chan-
nelto tackle the food crisis.

Pvt university
student killed
in city road
accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A minibus crashed into a road
island at Banani in the city yesterday,
killing a private university student
whowas waiting there forabus,

The victim was identified as
Minhazul Abedin Madhu, 28, a
master’s student of Islamic studies
department at Shanto-Marium
University.

Police arrested the driver,
Alauddin, and seized the vehicle.

Police quoted the driver as &

saying he tried to brake several
times but failed due to a technical
fault, and finally decided to crash
into the road island to avoid 2
serious accident.

The driver also told the police
that he did not notice the student
waiting there.
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Ambassador
Arshad-uz Zaman
passes away

UNB, Dhaka
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Mahmud Hasan Ripon formally , The SCF in arelease has invited | witness famine, as the government  policy. p away due to a cardiac arrest at |

inaugurated the campaign in |

front of the university cafeteria at
noon.

Later, several hundred BCL
leaders and activists brought out a
procession and held a protest rally
on the campus.

The BCL leaders also demanded
release of the detained BCL
General Secretary Mahfuzul
Haider Roton.

programme.

Earlier on April 9, BCL started
the mass signature campaign in all
educational institutions across the
country from the Dhaka University
campus.

Body to probe
JCD-BCL clash

MI;AITUL MUKARE;M V[OLENCE
'"Take stern action
against Islamist

activists'

[slamist activists who had staged
violence in Baitul Mukarram area
in the city, leaders of different
organisations yesterday said the
country will face a disastrous situa-
tion if the government does not
take tough action against the activ-
IStS.

“How the fundamentalists
could stage violence when there is
state of emergency in the country,”

ment to the activists.

Blaming a Jamaat leader for
provoking the party cadres to resort
to violence, Islami Oikya Jote
Chairman Misbahur Rahman
Chowdhury urged all to come
forward to protect the mosque
from the Jamaat cadres for the sake
ofits sanctity.

all patriotic and moderate people
and organisations to express their
solidarity and participate in the
campaign.

Earlier on March 21, the SCF
organised a national convention
to mobilise public opinion in
support of trying the war crimi-
nals.

The SCEF since its birth on
October 2007, has been working to

prevails in

country
Says BKP chairman

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Bangladesh Kalyan Party (BKP)

remains under pressure to take the
right decision, he said at the BBC
Bangladesh Sanglap at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the capital.
Famine might also occur when
there is a lack of employment
opportunities, despite huge stock-
piles of food grains, Dr Akbar said
quoting from the researches of
Nobellaureate Prof Amartya Sen.
Dr Akbar, also a former adviser

ment to do so under the present
context, he said and suggested
distributing foods among the poor
people through VGF project on an
emergency basis.

Awami League presidium mem-
ber Motia Chowdhury, BNP chair-
person's adviser Mofazzal Karim
and Secretary General of the
Consumers' Association of
Bangladesh (CAB) Kazi Faruque
also took part in the sanglap as

Resorting to violence on the
streets is also not the right way to
resolveanyissue, he added.

Dr Akbar also said the govern-
ment should not impose reforms.
Rather, the governmentwill have to
sit with all in order to bring about
reforms, he added.

AL leader Motia Chowdhury
alleged that those who resorted to
street violence in protest against
the Women Development Policy

has been concealed by the govern-
ment.

She urged the government to
buy food grains from farmers
directly at higher prices instead of
importing food items from abroad.

BNP leader Mofazzal Karim said
the government should have
announced the women develop-
ment policy after taking opinions
from all.

Terming the food cnisis as a

Specialist physicians of cardiology
department of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) yesterday provided free
treatment to the people aged above
35 of city's Jigatola area at Japan
Bangladesh Friendship Hospital in
the city, says a press release.

They tested people's chest,
identified problems and provided
treatmentat free of cost.

The service was provided at the

Around 1500 patients received
treatment. Among them around
200 patients received ECG and 400
receive nebulisation service from
the hospital at free of costL

Dr AKM Mosharaf said they
would provide next round of treat-
ment to these patients at BSMMU.

18th BCS Forum

8:15pm yesterday at the United
Hospital in the city.

He is survived by his wife and
two daughters and a host of friends
and relations to mourn his death.

Zaman, a native of Bagerhatand a
close acquaintance of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, led a highly
distinguished career He served as
ambassador to Algeria, Egypt and
Senegal and later became Assistant
Secretary General for Political Affairs
of the Organisation of Islamic

of France. He was fluent in French
and Turkish and translated the
works of Nazrul Islam into Turkish
and of eminent French writer Andre
Malrauxinto Bengali.

After graduating from Kolkata
University, he pursued a degree in
Political Science at the famous
Institut d'Etudes Politique at the
Sorbonne University in Paris.

After retiring from the Foreign

theyasked in separate statements. UPL book Chairman Maj Gen (Retd) panellists. ‘great crisis', the BNP leader sug- execuﬁves gzmies, iﬁﬁem;m;eaﬁ
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The academic councid of Dhaka
Medical College (DMC) yesterday
formed a three-member committee
to investigate the clash between
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
on Friday that injured 20 BCL activ-
istsatthe DMCdormitory.

The committee was asked to
submit a report before the members
of the academic council within five
days ofitsformation.

section of the administration,” said
the leaders of South Asian People's
Union against Fundamentalism
and Communalism and Ekatturer
Ghatok Dalal Nirmul Committee in
ajointstatement.

The statement said the govern-
ment did not arrest any Jamaat-e-
[slami leaders though they are
violating state of emergency day
afterday.

The signatories to the statement
included Prof Kabir Chowdhury,

begins today

The 10-day annual exhibition of UPL
books begins at the Central Public
Library Auditorium at Shahbagh in
the citytoday, says a press release.

All books published by the UPL
will be sold at varying discounts at
the exhibition, which will remain
open from 10:00am to 7:00pm on all
working days except government

the country.

The Kalyan Party chief said this
at a discussion in Tangail as the
chief guest.

"The government is responsible
for the current food shortage in the
country, as it did not take steps in
time," he said.

He further said the finance
adviser has opposed to launch
rationing system for the low-

A 43-member executive committee
of the 18th BCS Forum has been
formed with Md Mahmoodur
Rahman as its president and
Mohammad Sarwar Alam as general
secretary.

The committee was formed
unanimously at the Annual General
Meeting of the Forum at the
Engineers’ Institution Auditorium
in the cityyesterday.

Other members of the executive

his death.

He was a true patriot who served
during the War of Liberation pri-
marily informing the western
media about the atrocities commit-
ted by the Pakistani Army.

Zaman was also a prolific writer
and contributed regularly to The
Daily Star, Dhaka Courier,
Janakanthaand other publications.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held
at Gulshan Idgah Mosque after

; today.
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charge of attack after entering the
dormitory, police sources said.
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BIISS seminar

Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organises
a seminar on the 'Role of theologists in
combating terrorism: Bangladesh
perspective’. Venue: BIISS auditorium.
Time: 11:00am.

—

Brac roundtable

Brac organises a roundtable on
‘Extreme poor programme of Brac:
Social participation’. Venue: Brac
conference room. Time: 10:30am.

Warid National Rupashi Bangla Photo
Exhibiion will be held. Bangladesh
Photojournalists Association organised
the event. Venue: National Press Club,
Time: 11:00am.

FICCI meeting

The monthly luncheon meeling of the

Ajay Ray and Tabaraik Hossain,
president and general secretary of
Sammilito Samajik Andoloninajoint
statement condemned the violent
activities of fundamentalists.

UPL's annual sales are intended
to serve the scholars and to develop
readership of books leading to an
informed and knowledge-based
societyinthecountry.

UNB, Dhaka
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Dry weather likely

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
countryin the next 12 hours as of 6:00pm today.
Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty wind

Mild to moderate heat wave that is sweeping over Khulna divi-
sion and the regions of Rajshahi, Ishwardi, Dhaka, Faridpur,
Rangamatiand Madaripur may continue, itadded.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 40 degree Celsius was
recorded at Rajshahiand the lowest 0f 20.6 degrees at Rangamati.

Thesunsets inthe capital at6:20pm today and rises at 5:38 am.

The highest apd lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Convener Maj (Retd) Saidur
Rahman Sayeed.

Tangail District Rickshaw-Van
Workers' Union organised the
discussion.

Robbers kill
house owner
in Bandarban

UNB, Bandarban

A house owner was killed and his
three relatives were critically
wounded as armed robbers
sprayed bullets on them during a
robbery at his house at
Kadukhali in Sadar upazila early
yesterday.

Ali of the area, at about 3:00am and
started looting cash, gold orna-
ments and other valuables at gun-
point.

When Ali and his three relatives
tried to resist them, the robbers
opened fire on them, killing Ali on

PHOTO: STAR

Students of Fine Arts College in Chittagong prepare masks and other
artworks yesterday for the celebration of Pahela Baishakh tomorrow.

of the Forum Nur Ahmed of BCS
Economic cadre. A cultural event
was also organised in the evening.

'Change attitude towards

child, juvenile oftenders'
380 children in 57 jails

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Though there is no scope to con-
sider the children as offenders
under the Children Act 1974, some

problem of the authorities con-
cerned, said the speakers at a semi-
nar yesterday.

They said proper implementa-
tion of the act and coordination
between police and judiciary is a
must to uphold the rights of the

"

act humanly with all including the
children.”

“ Juvenile development centre
should be set up in every district,”
he said, adding, “We must change

with three broad categories of
children who are in need of protec-
tion. They are delinquent children,
neglected children and yictim
children. They cannot be sent to jail
in anyway, rather they should be
sent to child developmentcentres,”
said Justice M Imam Ali.

jail authorities is a must to ensure
proper implementation of the laws
regarding children, he said, adding
that they should be aware that
criminal justice for adults and

general proposition of laws regard-
ing children is that the children are
not 'persons’' in the eye of law, and
as such they cannot enter into legal
transactions.

Dr Kamal Abdul Naser
Chowdhury, director general of
social services department, Ikteder

activist, died of heart attack at
Sikder Medical College Hospital in
thecitylastnight. She was51.

She left behind her husband,
one son and two daughters.

The body of Shahnaj has been
keptat the United Hospitalmortuary.

She will be buried at the Banani
graveyard after a namaz-e-janaza
at Gulshan Azad Mosque after Asr
prayers today.

Her qulkhwani will be held at
Azad Mosque after Asr prayers
LOMOITOW.

Deshpriya Talukder
BSS, Dhaka

Deshpriya Talukder, a computer
operator of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS), died of cancer at
Holy Family Hospital in the city last

is also likely at one or two places over Rajshahi division and the The poli : + - s R Pt : s e b R e 3 L
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The inaugural ceremony of a three-day Office said. house of Abdul Ali, 28, son of Omar | standing of the law and mindset “The Children Act 1974 deals Dr Shahdeen Malik said the | daughterstomournhisdeath.

He will be cremated at Harihar
village under Rangunia upazila of
Chittagong today.
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