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Boro harvest begins in Sylhet, Deparmenc
Kishoreganj, Netrakona haors

case against
No dent in retail prices

@he Daily Star

accused
officials soon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Food directorate will file a depart-
mental case against the four offi-
i cials who are now detained on
charge of misappropriating 158
lonnes of rice from government-
run Muladuli CSD godown,

On March 16, Ishwardi police

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Harvest of Boro paddy has started
in haor areas of Sylhet, Kishoreganj
and Neterdkona districts. But the
small arrival of paddy in markets is
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yet to make any dent in retail prices
ofrice.

Boro transplanted earlier on
higher lands are being harvested.

Full swing harvest will beginin 7-10

days, farmers and agriculture offi-
cials said.

In Syhet, farmers in low-lying
areas of Sunamgnaj and Habigan)
are worried because the crop may
be lostor damaged if there is flush
flood or hailstorm in about two
weeks, reports our Staff
Correspondent in Sylhet.

The crop position in greater
Sylhet is by and large good, accord-
ing to Additional Director of the
Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) in Sylhet region
Ruhul Amin. “We are getung reports
ofagood crop”, he said.

Farmers in some areas like
South Surma and Balaganj in
Sylhet; Tahirpur, Derau,
Jagonnathpur and Sunamgan)
Sadar upazilas in Sunamgan)
district have started harvesting the
Crops.

Ruhul Amin said Boro was culti-
vated on 4,01,658 hectares in Sylhet
division-- 66022 in Sylhet, 49200 in
Moulvibazar, 105300 in Habiganj
and 18,11,46 hectares in
Sunamganj. The area in Sykhet
under Boro this year about 25,000
hectares more than last year. The
yield may be 12,32,000 tonnes of
rice, he added.

Our Kishoreganj Correspondent
reports: Boro harvest in the district
started yesterday at Nallar Haor in
Methamoin and some other haors
at Itna and Austogram upazilas on
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Mithamoin agriculture officials at a field on Thursday as farmers start harvesting Boro paddy.

Thursday.

Haors in the district have taken
a festive look as hundreds of boats
carrying labourers are coming
from Aricha, Narayanganj, Dhaka
and some other parts of the coun-
try. Thousands of labours come
from Pabna, Jamalpur, Sirajganj
and from northern districts during
the harvesting period, farmers
said.

Farmer Roton Kumar
Mithamoin said wages are higher
his year. Labour charge per acre is
Tk 2500 to Tk 2700 now against last
year's Tk 1300-1500.

Paddy was sold at Tk 680 to Tk
700 in local markets.

DAE sources in Kishoreganj said
1, 66,637 hectares were brought
under Boro cultivation with a
production target of 6, 11,780
tonnes. The target may exceed,
DAE Deputy Director MA Baten
told this correspondent.

Our Netrakona Correspondent
reports: Harvest of local variety of
Boro paddy has started on higher
lands in haor area in the district.

Harvest of hybrid Boro may start
in full swing within 25 to 30 days,
farmers said.

Prices of rice came down by Tk
15 to 30 per maund in different
wholesale markets but there was
no impact in the retail markets
where coarse varieties were selling
atTk. 34 to 36 fine varieties at Tk. 40
to42.

Coarse rice was selling at Tk
1260-1300 per maund in wholesale,
markets. Farmers were selling the
newly harvested paddy at Tk 625-
650 per maund,

Netrakona DAE sources said,
166135 hectares were brought
under Boro in 10 upazila of the
district.

INDIGENOUS CHILDREN
Steps soon for

Pahela Baisakh festivities

~handed over to

arrested them following a criminal
case filed by district food depart-
ment and the case was later
the Anti-

- Corruption Commission.

The accused officials are
Muladuli CSD godown manager
Md Sirajul Islam, Godown in-
charge Rafikul Islam, block

- superviser Mofizul Haque Khan

Mojlish, sub inspector of food

department Sayed Halim Kabir.

Another accused in the case,
labour union leader Akhter
Hossainis still absconding.

“Following a departmental
Inquiry; we sent areport to the food
directorate last week. The process
iIs on file a departmental case
against them in the head office,”
Pabna district controller of food
Md Jahangir Alam told this corre-
spondentover phone.

Tk 20 lakh

stolen rubber
seized, 4 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) yester-
day seized six tonnes of stolen raw
rubber at Ghatail upazila in Tangail
districtand arrested four persons.

Acting on a tip-off a Rab team led
by its deputy assistant director
Mohammad Faruque stopped a
Dhaka-bound truck from Modhupur
at Ghatail at around 4am and seized
therawrubber, Rab sources said.

The seized raw rubber, worth
about Tk 20 lakh, might have been
stolen from Chandpur rubber
garden in Modhupur, Rab sources
said.

The arrestees persons are
Yousuf Ali of Amlitala in
Modhupur; Nur Nabi of Jaler
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Fine arts students of Rajshahi University busy with their artworks at the institute to welcome Pahela Baishakh.

Withdraw explanation

letter for write-up
120 RU teachers demand

RU CORRESPONDENT

One hundred and twenty teachers
of Rajshahi University have
demanded immediate withdrawal
of the letter that asked for explana-
tion and document on the subject-
matter of a newspaper write-up by
asocialworkdepartmentteacher.

“We the teachers have expressed
solidarity with social work depart-
ment Assistant Professor Rabiul
Islam’s opinion in the write-up
published in the Janakantha on
March 15, the teachers said in a
statementon Thursday.

On last Monday, social work
department Assistant Professor
Rabiul Islam received a letter from
RU authorities that asked him for
‘detailed explanation and docu-
ments’ about the subject matter of
his opinion published in daily
Janakantha on March 15.

In his write-up titled 'RU teach-
ers’ arrest, release and RU adminis-
tration', Prof Rabiul criticised the
RU authorities' role forrelease of the

RU acting f(egistrar Prof
Muhammad Sahfi on Saturday
issued the letter asking explanation
and documents about the write-up.

Expressing deep concern over
the letter, the RU teachers in their
written statement on Thursday said
the RU authorities issued the letter
to harass the teacher concerned and
itmeantmental torture for him.

Such an act is an attack on fun-
damental right and freedom of
expression, theysaid.

They demanded that RU authori-
ties immediately withdraw the letter
and establish a congenial educa-
tional atmosphere on the campus.

Signatories to the statement
include Progressive Teachers
Society Convener Prof Abdus
Sobhan, RU former Vice
Chancellor Prof Saidur Kahman
Khan, Prof Mizan Uddin, Prof
Anando Kumar Saha, Prof Abul
Kashem, Prof Mahabubur
Rahman, Prof Fayekuzzaman, Prof
Muklesur Rahman, Prof Julfiker
Matin, Prof Anik Mahmud, Prof

Retired airport
security guard
faces ACC case

Owns Tk 5¢cr houses in
Dhaka, 80 bighas of land

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

A retired security guard of Zia
International airport faces an ACC
(Anti Corruption Commission)
case forhiding wealth.

Abul Kalam Azad, who retired
last year owns a luxurious house
worth about Tk one crore at his
village in Damodar in Kaligonj
upazila in Jessore and two other
multistoried buildings at
Mahakhali and Kawla in Dhaka,
builtatacostofaboutTk5 crore.

Monjur Morshed, assistant direc-
tor of Jessore ACC, filed a case with
Kaligonj police station against Azad
onWednesday, ACCsources said.

Besides, he has a garden on 30
bighas in his village and has pur-
chased 30 bighas of cultivableland.

He has another 20 bighas of
land at his father-in-law's village in
Khele Rajapur under Bagar Para
upazilain Jessore district.

Kalam is hiding. His family
sources said he joined as an airport

. . Shahar in Savar, Mohammad | convicted teachers and students in  Jalal Uddin, Prof SM Abu Bakkar, | securityguard in 1970.
Educatl()l] 11 Motaleb of Arun Khola in | connection with campus violence Prof Shafiqunnabi Samadi, Prof They said they get about Tk one
Modhupur and truck driver MA | OnAugust22and23lastyear. Jannatul Ferdous, Prof Golam | lakhhouserentpermonth

mother tongue

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Special Assistant to the Chief
Advisor Barrister Devashish Roy
yesterday said the government will
take step to introduce primary
education in mother tongue for the
13 indigenous communities in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT).

This is mandatory as per Article
33 of CHT Peace Accord, 1997 and
Article-3 of Parbattay Zila Parishad
Act, 1989, he said.

The government should
ensure primary education of all
indigenous children in their

mother languages, he said while |

addressing a discussion meeting
organised by Khagrachhari Hill
District Council (KHDC), held at
the Tribal Cultural Institute
(TCI) to mark the International
Language Year. KHDC Chairman

begin in Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The five- day traditional indige-
nous cultural progrmme marking
Pahela Baisakh began in
Khagrachhari yesterday with great
enthusiasm in district to mark the
Bangla New year 1415 at district
Khagrachhari.

Khagrachhari Hill District
Council (KHDC) organised the

| inaugural programme at the

Tribal Cultural Institute (TCI) in

. hill town.

Khagrachhari Hill District
Council (KHDC) Chairman
Monindra Lal Tripura inaugu-
rated the festivities observed by
all indigenous communities like
Tripura, Marma and Chakma in
their own traditions.

Malek of Bhadraghat in Sirajganj.
4 'The"éii‘l‘e%iéifgpbrsnﬁs and the
seized rubber were handed over to
Ghatail police.

Chandpur Forest Beat Officer
filed a case with Ghatail police
station.

Community
police sell rice

at Tk 25 a kg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Gaibandha district community
policing committee yesterday
began rice sale at Tk 25 per kg to
help the ultra-poor people in
remote areas of the district.

Mobile teams will continue
selling 500 kg rice to 250 destitute
families every day in remote village
areas in seven upazilas of the dis-

The RU syndicate in their meet-

ing on March 30 reviewed the !

teacher's opinion and consequently

Sabbir Sattar Tapu, Prof Entajul
Haque, Prof Muhammad Nurullah,
ProfSayen Uddin.

Asked about his source ofincome.

they said he earned money thrgugh

business butdeclined togive details.
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Biman Flight Catering Centre 3319 F130 F715113¢ (57513

ZIA_lNTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, KURMITOLA, DHAKA, BANGLADESH, PHONES: 8914700-4. CABLE:
AIRBANGLA, SITADAC XGBG, FAX: 880-2-8913006, E-mail: adminbfcc @ connectbd.com

Ref. DACHY/001/2004/124

Date: 24-01-2008

Invitation for International Tender

No. 12/2008

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

01 | Ministry/Division

Ministry of Civil Aviation & Tourism.

02 | Agency

Biman Bangladesh Airlines Ltd.

03 | Procuring entity name

Central Purchase Committee, BFCC.

04 | Procuring entity district

Dhaka, Bangladesh.

05 | Invitation for

Procurement of Refrigerated Aircraft Catering Hi-Lift Van for BFCC.

06 | Invitation Ref No. & date

DACHY/001/2004/124 DTD. 24-01-2008.

Monindra Lal Tripura presided The programme began with trict till harvesting of Boro crops.
over the function. Baein (weaving competition) held Gaibandha Superintendent of KEY INFORMATION _
He SUUght CD\DPEFHHDH of all at TCL with participation ofindige- : = ; PHOTO ST'M? Police Mollah Nazrul Islam 1naugu_ 0? PI"OCUTGI’TIEI'II mEthﬂd Oper‘i tEHdEﬂﬂg mEthO'd.
including the civil society and nmuswnmeE ; B A colourful rally celebrating Biju festival marches a road of Khagrachhari | rated the programme on the pre- FUNDING INFORMATION
v NGOs to introduce primary educa- A CATAER .raJJ B e R town yesterday. mises of district community police 08 | Budget and source of funds BFCC own funds.
tion through mother tongue. L genileg 33 . _ ; 1 | ‘ office. PARTICULAR INFORMATION
This will increase literacy, thousand people 1nc]ludmg including Marma Aikka Par1§had. Group and Hill Touch nrganfsed Gaibandha district policing 09 | Tender package No ngvidual
decrease school dropout rate and | Bangalees, marched the mainroad Marma Unnayan Sangsad, Tripura cultural programmaes patmp;zf:d committee earlier opened another e t .II' e - 15—d4 5008 10 25-052008 Olira Gice
held flourish individual culture of | ofthe town. Kallayan Sangsad, Zila Shilpakala by KHDC and Khagrachhari dis- | sales centre at its office premise to ender document seiling date rom 5 0 : Ung ofce nours.
different communities. Different cultural organisation Academy, Hill Moon Cultural trictadministration. sellrice atTk 25 perkgon January 27. 11 | Tender dGCl_Jment last 59“_'“9 date | 25-05-2008. Nme-_ I any U”a"ﬂ‘dable
12 | Tender closing date and time Date: 26-05-2008. | Time: 1200 | situation  anses  during
l: K hrs BST | specified pre-set date then
- ﬁqm Qe * A9RId 2 13 | Tender opening date and time Date: 26-05-2008. | Time: 1400 | tender selling/closing/opening
: R q<PI< e W 1 e S ea 1 I I g ) hrs BST | date will be shipped to next
0 rking) day wi
. EARCRERIGE g-';gce g) d y without further
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SEEIERICEIETAC Bl ks 14 | Name & address of the office(s) | Address: |
sfoarEa fFee @rs. vt p rl I I I ar y e x O 0 selling tender document | a. Manager Finance, Biman Flight Catering Centre, Zia Int'l Airport,
: (principal) Dhaka.
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A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Joint forces yesterday caught a
upazila primary education office
staff and a truck driver when
they were trying to take about 50
thousand primary school text-
books from the education office
store room at Noyarhat in

The arrestees are Shahidul
Islam, office assistant cum store-
keeper of Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila primary education office,
and truck driver Selim Reza.

As Shahidul Islam and Selim
Reza were loading in a truck

but they did not give any reply,
police said.
Local people informed

Bangladesh Airlines, Dhaka.

b. Asstt. Manager, Cash & Banking, Balaka Bhaban, Biman

c. Office of the Divisional Commissioner (1st fioor 12-storied govt
office building), Room No. 205, Segqunbagicha, Dhaka.

Selling tender document (others)

Finance Manager, Biman, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Singapore, Dubai,
London, Rome, Jeddah & Riyadh.

16 | Receliving tender document

a. BFCC premises, ZIA, Dhaka.

b. Biman Medical, Farmgate, Dhaka.

¢. Office of the Divisional Commissioner (1st floor 12-storied gowt.
office building), Room No. 205, Sequnbagicha. Dhaka.

meeling.

only permitted to attend in the tender opening

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

18 | Eligibility of tenderer

This invitation for tenders is open to eligible tenderers from all
countries except for any specified in the TDS (tender data sheet).

19 | Brief description of goods or works

Procurement of Refrigerated Aircraft Catering Hi-Lift Van.

20 | Price of tender document (Tk)

BDT 1000/- or USS 15.00 per set (non-refundable).

l about 50 thousand primary : : i .
@R AfFaza 4| e feern AT AREE 1 A @ school textbooks from the store Lot Identi'ﬁlcahon Location Tender secunty amount (Tk) Completion duration
TAMZATe] & 4 Wlfqs A ASA Afen o et Ffeerm vagar room of Lalmonirhat Sadar No of lot
- : e upazila primary education office 01 As per S, ZIA BDT 3,00,000/- (three lac) or USS 4,400/ 24 months
AR FACE AT 'r%w N %ﬁ:& A 30% AR TTH in Lalmonirhat town, locals No. 19 (four thousand four hundred) (refundable)
(STCBANA) (PP RAE) AT GIE/cA-Weraa M Az asked them about the matter, PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

21 | Name of official inviting tender

Jamaluddin Talukder

22 | Designation of official
tender

inviting

Manager Maintenance, BFCC.

Lalmonirhat municipality chair- PHOTO: STAR — ECC ZIA D
ST 33/0¢ /o s oifad @ #faam g2 soi00 Wb #fe waqa man Mosharof Hossain Rana, police . : 23 | Address of official inviting tender BFCC, ZIA, Dhaka.
: * Part of the books that were being stolen from Lalmonirhat upazila education . e : _ _
AFTIE Fa7a Fifdn 03 AREA | T oifard BAfge wamreitad station, deputy commissioner and o;’nc:yesie;‘;: i - : 24 g‘?}g‘:ﬁt details of official inviting gg;igg?‘4 65!-39 & 11 | Biman Flight Catering Centre.
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joint forces of the matter.

Joint forces caught the two red-
handed and called Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila Primary Education
Officer Anwarul Islam, but he
failed to say anything about the
'transfer’ of textbooks.

Joint forces handed over the two

arrestees to Sadar Police Station.
Local people said office assis-
tant Shahidul Islam had already
sent three more truckloads of
books from the store room in
month last.
Driver Selim Reza told police

that Sahidul Islam hired him for
carrying one truckload of books
from the Lalmonirhat storeroom
to Barisal. Sahidul had told the
driver that the books would be
taken to Barisal as per govern-
mentorder, he added,

25 | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders. If tender opening day happens to be

holiday, or any unavoidable circumstances, the next normal working day will be treated as valid date for
dropping and opening the tender.

26 | Tender schedule and other related information will also be available at Biman website:

www.bimanair.com for ready reference.

GD-1711

Manager Maintenance, BFCC

e

o D s g Boof- (PI9%) DIFH. (-SER/IICF BT Lalmonirhat town without any 17 | Opening tender document BFCC Conference Room, ZIA, Dhaka. Time: 1400 | <
(TrEaeren) oa I AEfe gamr ofad zre SRt ov/oc/ov official order. Legal tenderer or their authorised representative is hrs BST




