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Scientists predict more
floods, droughts

AP, Budapest

Scientists predicted Thursday that
climate change in coming decades
will cause more flooding in the
Northern Hemisphere and
droughts in some southern and
arid zones.

In addition, they said that some
areas around the Mediterranean,
parts of southern Africa, northeast-
ern Brazil and the western US region
will likely suffer water shortages.

Rajendra Pachauri, the chief UN
climate scientist, said at the end of
a meeting in Budapest that the
rising frequency and intensity of
floods and droughts could lead to a
food crisis.

“We may see a decline in agri-
culture production,” said Pachauri,
who is also chairman of the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, which shared last
year's Nobel Peace Prize with
formerVice President Al Gore.

An [PCC report presented at the
meeting said the decline of water
quantity and quality would lead to
shortages of water for drinking and
agriculture.

Millions of Africans could be
afflicted by such water problems by
2020, unless action is taken to
mitigate climate change, experts
said.

While the proportion of heavy
rainfalls will very likely increase, so
will the areas simultaneously
affected by extreme droughts.

One of the co-authors of the
I[PCC report said water Issues
would be one of the main problems
ofclimate change.

“Everybody pretty much agrees
that water is central to the way
climate change is going to affect
ecosystems and every human
being,” said Kathleen Miller, a
scientist at the National Centre for
Atmospheric Research in Boulder,
Colorado.

Bush ties Iran, al-Qaeda
among 'greatest threats’

AFP, Washington

US President George W. Bush on
Thursday lumped Iran with the al-
Qaeda terroristgroup as "two of the
greatest threats to America in this
new century” and said both hoped
foraUSdefeatinlraqg.

Bush, whose warning came in a
speech defending the war, coupled
the rhetorical blast with a clear
warning that he would not hesitate
to use force if the Islamic republic
targets US interests in its strife-torn
neighbour.

“Iraq is the convergence point
for two of the greatest threats to

America in this new century: al-
Qaeda and Iran,” said Bush, who
accuses Tehran of backing Iraqi
militias hostile to US forces and of
covertly seeking nuclearweapons.

"If we succeed in [raq after all that
al-Qaeda and Iran have invested
there, it would be a historic blow to
the global terrorist movement and a
severe setback forIran,” he said.

It was far from the first time that
the deeply unpopular US president
has dramatically described Iraq as
the front line against Tehran and
Osama bin Laden's terrorist net-
work as he works to revive anemic
US supportfor the war.
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Nepal endorses peace
amid tough challenges

AFP, Kathmandu

Crucial polls in Nepal that had
been plagued by pre-election
violence have passed off smoothly,
but analysts warn it is too early to
declare peace has truly broken out
in the Himalayan nation.

The election Thursday saw a
strong turnout, a sign that voters
wanted to give their resounding
backing to efforts to turn the page
onadecade-long Maoistrevolt.

It was also a major achievement
for the Maoists: in the run-up to the
polls they were under fire for bully-
ing voters, but polling day passled
off surprisingly peacefully with
only sporadic violence reported.

"l congratulate the people of
Nepal, who have demonstrated
their commitment to democracy
by turning out in large numbers to
vote," said lan Martin, the head of
the United Nations' peace mission
in Nepal.

"Election day was conducted by
and large in a peaceful and orderly
manner,” he said. In all three peo-
ple died in isolated incidents on
polling day, farlower than feared.

When the full results emerge
over the coming weeks, Nepal will
have a new 601-seat assembly that
will tear up the country's past
status as a Hindu monarchy and
rewrite a new constitution from
scratch.

But analysts say this process --
from the counting of ballots to the
eventual expected sacking of
unpopular King Gyanendra -~ will
be no easy ride for a country that
has a history of political instability.

"Holding the constituent

assembly election was a big chal-

lenge, but the ones ahead are big-
ger," cautioned Sudheer Sharma,
editor of the weekly news magazine
Nepal.

The key, he said, was for Nepal's
two biggest mainstream parties
and the Maoists -- the once bitter
foes who signed a peace pact in
2006 -- to see through their often
awkward marriage of convenience

"All the parties have their own
road maps. If the harmony
between the big three parties
breaks, it will be a huge hurdle,”
Sharma said, referring to the Nepali
Congress, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
and the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist).

Strains could start to show
shortly after the votes have been
counted, said Rhoderick Chalmers,
Nepal's country director for the
Brussels-based International Crisis
Group.

“The very first challenge will be
to get to the end of the counting
process and have the major parties
accept the results,” said Chalmers,
echoing UN concerns.

This could be toughest for the
Maoists, who have to reconcile
rival factions within the party --
those ready for realpolitik and
those still married to the revolu-
tionary dogma that fuelled their
"people’'s war."

If that dichotomy is resolved,
the new Constituent Assembly will
then have to grapple with what to
dowith the king,.

"It is not really specified what is
meant by 'implementing’ a repub-
lic. Some individuals or small
parties might try to shift the goal-
posts and reopen the question of

whether the monarchy should be
abolished," Chalmers said.

The king, who ascended to the
throne in 2001 after much-loved
former King Birendra and most ol
his family were massacred by a
drunk-and-drugged crown prince,
has become widely unpopular.

Buthe can still counton support
from sections of the army and
Hindu fundamentalists who see
him as an incarnation of a Hindu
god.

Even if he does get the boot,
some prominent politicians say
keeping some kind of symbolic
monarch would be a useful way of
preserving the neutrality of Nepal -
- a country sandwiched between
competing Asian giants India and
China.

The Maoists, on the other hand,
are rabidly anti-royal and see their
leader Prachanda -- whose nom de
guerre means "the fierce one” -- as
presidential material.

Political analyst and author
Khagendra Sangraula agreed that
getting the new assembly to work
together would be a difficult task.

"They come from such diverse
backgrounds, it will be extremely
hard for the 601-members to
agree,” hetold AFP.

However, managing to make it
through Thursday's polls in the
first place is a solid step forward for
Nepal -- a country still reeling from
a war that left more than 13,000
dead, and still ranked as one of the
poorest places on Earth.

"All these problems are not
going to be solved in a day,”
Sangraula said. "But the process to
solving them has been started with
the constituent assemblyelection.”
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ADMISSION NOTICE

FOR THE CERTIFICATE COURSE ON DIABETOLOGY
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ACI Limited

Medical

Applications are invited from General Practitioners for admission in to the session July-
December 2008 of the Certificate Course on Diabetology.
The Diabetic Association of Bangladesh with experts from the Open University, UK has
introduced this'6-month course through distance leaming. The standard of the course 1s
set to create consultants on diabetology.
Prospectus and application form can be obtained at a cost of taka 500.00 only from the
office of the Course Co-ordinator, Certificate Course on Diabetology, Distance Learning
Project (DLP), Room no. 322-A, 2nd floor, BIRDEM, Ibrahim Memorial Diabetes
Centre, Shahbagh Dhaka between 8 am to 3 pm. The course is currently conducted in
tutorial centres at Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi, Mymensingh, Faridpur, Rangpur &
Sylhet. In future, new centres will be opened in Dinajpur, Khulna, Barisal, Bogra &
other suitable places if adequate number of students is available.

Candidates can choose any of these places.
Last date of receiving application: 15 May 2008
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Services Officer

Prof AK Azad Khan
Chairman, Distance Learning Project &
President, Diabetic Association of Bangladesh

Be Part of a Value Driven Pharmaceutical Tearh

Our Values: Quality, Customer Focus, Transparency, Faimess, Continuous Improvement

We are a leading fast growing pharmaceutical company in Bangladesh. We
produce and market a wide range of high quality life saving products. We play a
leading role in enhancing the quality of life and well being of the people through
responsible application of knowledge, skills and technology.

We need some self-driven, young, energetic individuals jg%gh__e position of

Medical Services Officer in our pharmaceutical business. =~

Job Responsibilities

e Promoting products to medical professionals
e Achieving sales targets

We Offer

e Professional working environment

e Atftractive compensation package

e Aftractive incentive programme

e Performance based career progression

Required Qualifications

e B.ScorM.Sc

e Willing to work anywhere in Bangladesh =~
e Go getter aftitude and excellent team player =

e Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

, >
Applicants are requested to report at ACI Centre; 245 Tejgaon Industrial Area,
Dhaka-1208 for a written exam and viva on 18 April, 2008 at 9 am with a CV
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and one passport size photograph.
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AFP, Cannes

It's been a long time coming but
television on the Internet
I appears finally to be taking off,

opening up a new viewing expe-
rience for free and helping to
fightonline piracy.

One of the newest services,
Hulu, which was launched a
month ago in the United States,
is backed by media giant NBC
Universal and Rupert Murdoch's
News Corp.

The online video-on-demand
(VOD) service "will let you watch
your favourite programmes
anytime for free”, Hulu's youth-
ful CEO Jason Kilar told a confer-
ence at the giant MIPTV audiovi-
| sual entertainment industry
trade show this week.

Geared to appeal to a wide
audience, Hulu, which is free but
comes with short 15 to 30-second
advertising spots that fund the
I service, offers high picture and
sound quality, Kilarsaid.

Another service that could
prove a big hit is that users can
select any video content and
embed it on their blog or favour-
I ite Internet sites such as a

MySpace page or Facebook,
where it can be shared with
friends.

As well as offering Fox and
NBC hits like "The Simpsons”
and "Heroes”, Hulu has also
inked deals with about 50 lead-
ing content providers that
include Sony Pictures, Warner
Bros. and National Geographic.

But while viewers can choose
from 250 hit TV series, they can-
not watch any live shows and
instead are re-directed, if seeking
"Grey's Anatomy” for example,
to the ABC website which does
have the show.

Kilar said the plan was to
make Hulu available outside the
US. "It can be a global service
and that's our aim,” he said. But
this will take time as the com-
pany would need to negotiate
content rights issues for each
country,

In the meantime, the service
looks set to meet some formida-

ble competition from TV broad-
casters.

Television on the

Internet taking
off for real

PHOTO: AFP
Visitors attend the annual MIPTV trade show in Cannes, southern
France. It's been a long time coming but television on the Internet
appears finally to be taking off, opening up a new viewing experience
for free and helping to fight online piracy.

Britain's giant state-owned
BBC Corporation announced
recently that it is teaming up
with two of the country's lead-
ing commercial channels, ITV
and Channel 4, to launch an
online video joint venture
around the middle of this year.

Setting aside their rivalries,
the networks plan to hit back at
the growing challenge posed by
hugely successful Internet
video-sharing sites such as
YouTube, where their
programmes are regularly ille-
gally downloaded.

Several web-based TV ser-
vices have been launched in the
past few years. These include
Joost that was set-up in 2006 by
the Janus Friis and Niklas
Zennstrom, creators of the illegal
music file-sharing service Kazaa,
as well as Babelgum, Vuze and
Veoh, which is the grand old man
of the pack having been set-up in
2003.

Web-based TV, which is also
sometimes called Internet TV, is
delivered over the open, public,
global Internet using legal peer-
to-peer file-sharing technology.

This differs from IPTV, which
uses a private, "walled-garden”
type of managed network.

Both Joost and Babelgum
were launched last year but

industry experts are starting to
question what sort of results they
and other fledgling web TV ser-
vices are notchingup.

These services have been
criticised for not offering enough
content and for incomplete TV
series, and recently some haye
started to change track.

Joost is now concentrating on
partnering with major studio
and TV networks. Babelgum is
focusing on independent films,
sport, nature and travel, and
Vuze is specialising in the sci-fi
and animation genres popular
with young males.

“It's time to attack and not be
defensive," Kilar believes.
“Internet users will find the
programme that they want with
or without you. But if they're
downloading illegally, that's not
going to generate any advertising
revenue foryou,” he pointed out.
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DHAKA SATURDAY APRIL 12, 2008

PHOTO. AFP

Nepali Congress supporters celebrate yesterday the election of senlor party leader Prakash Man Singh to a 601-
seat assembly In Kathmandu that is expected to rewrite Nepal's constitution and is likely to abolish the unpopular

monarchy.

TENDER NOTICE

FOR DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE WORKS
Of the NSU Campus Project @ Bashundhara

Sealed tenders are invited from reputable contractors/suppliers for turnkey supply
installation and finishing of door shutters & hardware local and/or imported of the
under-construction North South University campus at Bashundhara, Dhaka. This invitation is
for Technically-qualifying the suppliers/importers and accepting Bid for the scope of works,
covering approximately 1800 doors.

The intending bidders shall apply in their letterheads to the undersigned along with the
following documents in support of their eligibility to obtain tender documents.

i 1) Attested copies of satisfactory completion certificates from the Employer for supply,
| installation, finishing of doors in similar projects in the last 3 years.

2) Attested copies of the up to date Trade License, Income Tax certificate and VAT

registration certificate,
3) Joint Ventures shall be allowed with documentation of formal joint-venture agreement.

' | Tender document shall be available from the office of the undersigned on payment of non-
refundable cash of Tk.2,000 (Taka Two Thousand) from 13“ April 2008, and are to be
submitted by 16:30 hours on 1™ May 2008. A Pre-bid meeting shall be held on 20% April
2008 at 10:30AM at the project site office in Bashundhara.

Project Director

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

12 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka —~ 1213, Bangladesh, Phone : 9885611-20

Concern Worldwide is a

non-governmental,
international,
humanitarian
organisation dedicated

| to the reduction of
suffering and the

| ultimate elimination of
extreme poverty. We are
looking for dynamic and
| motivated individuals to

| join usin a new and

exciting phase of our

work in Bangladesh.

CAREER
| OPPORTUNITY

Concern Worldwide, currently operates programmes to transform the lives of poor
people in remote rural areas, poor people in urban slums and on pavements and
people who are poor as a result of being socially marginalised and excluded by the
rest of society. In order to support Concern’s ongoing programmes applications are
invited from expenienced, qualified and aspinng candidates for the following four
positions

Positions

» Head of Urban Transformation

- Head of Char Transformation

- Head of Haor Transformation

» Head of Socially Marginalised Transformation

The Heads of Context are responsible for ensuning that Concern Worldwide, fulfils
its commitment to the extremely poor people through delivening quality development
programmes which unlock community potential, impact on poverty and result in
lasting positive change.

Responsibilities:

« To develop and lead a contextual programme, which is based on a sound
understanding of people’s circumstance and how this contributes to their poverty
To enable pro-poor change through effective advocacy, which identifies
and tackles cntical factors impacting on poor people

« To ensure the contextual programme contrnibutes actively to the leaming
process of the organisation, adopts best practices and cmbraces cross
cutting themes
To ensure optimal use of financial, human and material resources within
Concern’s work, in a transparent and accountable manner consistent with
Concern's systems and procedures delivering quality results and
demonstrating value for money
As a member of the Senior Management Team, to provide effective
leadership to the organisation

* To lead the contextual team, in a manner that empowers them to deliver
high quality programmes and deliver lasting changes to the hives of the
beneficianes

Requirements:

« Masters Degree preferably in a social science or development studies

At least S years progressively responsible professional work expenence at
senior level in participatory programme planning, management, monitonng,
and evaluation, within a development organisation/NGO

Experience of managing a team of senior staff

Proven ability to conceptualise and develop programmes in Bangladesh
Expenence in networking and hiaison with GoB and NGOs

Knowledge and experience of developments in Urban, Char, Haor and
Socially Marginalised contexts would be an advantage

» International work expenence would be an advantage

If you have what it takes, and share a commitment to Concern’s values and vision,
lease forward a copy of your CV along with details of three references to : Human

Rcsourc.c Department, Concern Worldwide, P.O Box 650, Dhaka 1000. Please mark

the envelope with the position applied for. Any canvassing will result in disqualifica-

non.

Concern values diversity in the workplace and 1s a2 committed equal opportunity

employer. We encourage applications from all suitable candidates regardless of

gender, race, family or mantal status, ethnicity, age, sexual onentation, disability,
class, caste or rehigion

Closing date of Application: 24th April 2008

For more information on Concern Worldwide's work visit
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www.concern.net




