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ome of my friends
were shocked to find the shopping
malls closing early in the evening.
That would never be the case In
Dhaka... they wailed, which
roughly translated meant so much
better “they keep mega-malls open
way late, in the hope that a few
customers (like us) MIGHT go on
an unplanned shopping frenzy...!
All my explanations on energy
conservation, examples of major
cities from London to Bangkok to
Singapore to New York where the
evening rule applies, fell on deaf

[t was high time someone figured
out the utter callousness with
which we've been straining our
energy resources. We have always
had an acute energy shortage; yet
malls were happily allowed to use
illegal and hazardous electric
supplies, plug in a few hundred
neon signs and energy guzzling
air-conditioners. Not to mention
the streetlights which were lit
even in broad daylight for months
(reference The Daily Star).

This sort of irresponsibility is
ubiquitous in most aspects of our

daily lives. We keep taps running,
stoves burning, lights glaring
when a little consciousness

help us reduce national wastage; ==

Do we really need to hose down
cars or can we make do with a
bucket of water? Do we really
need to turn on the air condi-
tioner at full blast and then dive
under a quilt?

Now that the evening closure
rule has come into effect, one
more step in the right direction
could be the screening of docu-
mentaries or 'infotainments' (as
they are called) that promote
energy conservation. These docu-
mentaries should focus on the
urban areas first, where we have
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the most wastage, and spread out
on to the suburbs.

o -

Hanif Shanket discussed the mis-
use of water. How about using
celebrities to convey the message?
We already have media personali-
ties generating awareness on
serious social issues such as
HIV/AIDS, substance abuse, gen-
der violence etc. Why not address
the misuse of energy sources?

The energy issue should be
considered with much-deserved
importance. A city without water,
electricity, gas -- is that what the
next generation should inherit
from us?
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Work of art on the beach

KARIM WAHEED
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Sand sculptures -~ the most com-
mon being sandcastles -- are an
inseparable part of the beach
culture around the globe. Here
however, it is still somewhat
unfamiliar as “Bangladesh does-
n't have much of a beach culture,”
says Md. Ashfaqul Alam Roni.

A graduate in sculpture, Insti-
tute of Fine Arts, DU, Roni -- with
assistance from 'Fourth House'
(a supporting organisation) --
arranged a Sand Sculpture Festi-
val in Cox's Bazar last month. The
festival continued for four days
starting from March 26. As it was
a national holiday (March 26
being Independence Day), the
beach town was crowded with
tourists. _

This was the second Sand
Sculpture Festival held in Cox's
Bazar. Earlier in 2002 Roni initi-
ated the event but on a much
smaller scale. This time around
as well it was limited to mostly
enthusiastic children alongside
Roni taking part in creating
forms outofsand.

As the eager onlookers
crowded the beach, Roni
moulded wet sand into sea crea-
tures, human forms and more.
Children seemed to be drawn to a
bale of 16 turtles (each around 3
ft) in particular. Eventually the

Sand Sculpture Festival '08 in Cox's Bazar

A human face (top) and a t;ale of turtles made of sand

In four days, from dawn to
dusk, Roni completed 29 sand
sculptures -- ranging from 3 to 25
ft in size. Both dry and wet sand
were used. The artist compares

little ones started making.. this impemmanent art to the
mounds of sand./And. thatiWas{ icontemponary @nstallations.

Roni's intention, apparently -- to
encourage them to be creative.
Making a mound of sand is just
the beginning, sandcastles will
follow.

The beauty of sculpting with
sand is that anyone can indulge
in it. There is no room for errors
when working with stones; clay is
easier to work with but even that
has limitations. But sand has
endless possibilities. If you are
not content with your creation,
just let the waves dissolve it and
then startanew.

However, according to him,
depending on the venue and
materials used, sand sculptures
can lasta fewyears.

“Events like this add to a
vibrant beach life,”" says Roni.
“We apparently have the world's
longest natural sandy beach; we
should do everything we can to
promoteit.”

With some backing from the
corporate brands this festival can
certainly become a major beach
attraction, believes Roni.

Musical evening at Chhayanat

Solo renditions by Partha Tanveer Naved

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

Partha Tanveer Naved sings at the programmel
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A musical programme featuring
solo renditions by Partha Tanveer

Naved was held at the Ramesh
Chandra Dutta Auditorium,
Chhayanat Sanskriti Bhaban on
April 8. The programme also
included performances by other

Twelve get "Yes Card" in Sylhet

" Ten were selected from 1257

from Sylhet, Maulvimr.

artistes.

Partha started off with Ke uthe |
dake. Among other songs ren-
dered by the artiste were: Tumi
ektu kebol boshte diyo kachhe,

Asha jaowar pother dhare and Jodi
jantem amar kisher betha. After

his perforrnance, Partha invited
other artistes on the stage.

Songs of Bashonto (spring) were
the highlight. Mita Haque's rendi-
tion of Bashonti hey bhubono
mohini was applauded by the
audience. Moniruzzaman
Chowdhury sang Dhirey dhirey
bao ogo utol haowa, Rokaiya
Hasina Nili performed Diye genu
bashonter ei gaan, A.T.M Jahangir
rendered Eto din jey boshey
chhilem and Laisa Ahmed Lisa
presented Kokhon bashonto gelo.
Also, Khairul Anam Shakil per-
formed the song Esho esho amar
ghoreesho.

Partha also rendered Tagore's
Puja Poryayer Gaan (devotional
songs). The evening wrapped up
with a group rendition of the
National Anthem.

l:lose Up 1: Tomakel l(hujchhey

AR ¢0-5000 51 AFPo HFeT

W (Y A B SR 932 oRFRITeR I
T TRANG b s REHes T [

*

1QBAL SIDDIQUE, Sylher

e s contestants on the first day. ~SunamganjandJaipurhat.
& Only two were picked from Ju evaluating the con-

Twelve contestants got 1278 the next day. The lucky tesmigg:s ‘in six Pmdﬁ were

cards” at the Sylhet auditlon ones are: Suma lIslam, Enam

Anup Bhattacharya; Slmj&ya

round of the talent hunt Clo.ﬂ? Ahmed ChﬂWdhur]r Emon, Y R

Up 1: Tomakei Khujchhey Kona Chowdhury, Priyanka g:lfh:n; Md. Shahnewaz; |

Bangladesh held at a hotel in Chowdhury, Arif Ahmed : 1“1 af; mw Rﬂhmml | E |

symetﬁwmund Wk N N "Bva . t.; (1:]“( sl |[x
ing singers took part in thq L hdra, |

audition.
‘I’heﬁm"yeceard mm

Shoma Islam of Fenchuganij.

Apex

i A QTIH-G7 9% WHE q - 38 «ferr ooy 1w ATATED | BT TP WHL | .




