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First Korean
goes Into space

THE KOREA HERALD/ ANN, Seoul

The Russian Soyuz spacecraft
carrying the first Korean astronaut
lifted off from Kazakhstan's
Baikonur Space Centre at 8:16pm
Tuesday, Seoul time.

Yi So-yeon and cosmonauts
Sergei Volkov and Oleg Kononenko
are on board the Soyuz TMA-12
which had been attached to a
launching vehicle.

The nation became the 36th
country to send a person into
space.

The spacecraft reached an
altitude of about 240km above the
Earth's surface less than 10 min-
utes after launch, and will
approach the International Space
Station within the next two days.

The Soyuz TMA-12 is scheduled
to dock at the ISS at 10pm on
Thursday (Seoul time) after circling
the Earth 34 tmes to adjust its
orbit.

Live footage broadcast from
inside the capsule showed Yi
smiling, waving and giving the
thumbs-up sign.
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Fighting in Baghdad as Iraq
marks Saddam's fall

AFP, Baghdad

Iraq yesterday marked the fifth
anniversary of the fall of Saddam
Hussein's iron-fisted regime with
the nation still in turmoil, the
capital under curfew and a surge of
deadly violence in the Shia bastion
of Sadr City.

[raqi officials said three mortar
rounds slammed into Sadr City, the
eastern Baghdad stronghold ol
anti-American Shia cleric Moqtada
al-Sadr, killing at least seven people
and wounding 24 others.

One mortar round struck the
rooftop of a house where a family
was having breakfast, killing three
members of a family, including two
children.

Another mortar struck a nearby
tent set up for a condolence service
fora person killed earlier in the week,
whilea third fellon anempty plot.

Clashes in the sprawling Shia
district in the early hours killed

another six people and wounded at
least 15, amedical official said.

Sadr City has been wracked by
fighting since Sunday between
Sadr's Mahdi Army militia and US
and Iragi forces in which at least 55
people have died and scores have
been wounded.

The US military says it is chasing
"criminals” firing rockets into
Baghdad and the heavily fortified
Green Zone where the Iraql govern-
mentand US embassy are sited.

Sadr had last week called for a
million-strong anti-American
demonstration in Baghdad to mark
the anniversary of Saddam's ouster
by US invading forces but
cancelled it on Tuesday "to save
[raqiblood.”

Baghdad's streets were empty of
cars and trucks after the authorities
declared a 5:00 am to midnight
(0200 GMT to 2100 GMT) vehicle
curfew to prevent car bomb attacks
by Sunniinsurgents.

Saddam's hometown of Tikrit

was also under a day-long curfew,
an AFP correspondent said,

It took US invading forces just
three weeks to defeat Saddam'’s
forces and topple his regime on
April9,2003.

On that day, US Marines put a
rope around the neck of a giant
statue of Saddam in Baghdad's
Firdoos Square, pulling it down in
an act that symbolised the fall of
the dictator's brutal regime. |

AjubilantIraqi crowd "insulted”
the fallen statue by smacking its
face with theirshoes.

But five years later the American
military and Baghdad's new Shia-
led regime are still battling to curb
the bloodshed that has killed tens
of thousands of people and dis-
placed more than four million.

Fears of an uptick in the vio-
lence are running deep after hard-
line Sadr, angered by attacks on his
militiamen, threatened on Tuesday
to end the truce his feared Mahdi
Army militia has been observing

since August,
US commanders acknowledge

that the ceasefire was one of the
factors behind a sharp drop in
violence across Iraq in the second
halfoflastyear.

Although US President George
W. Bush insisted in March that
toppling Saddam was the “right
decision”, his commanders are
finding it difficult to bring stability
to Iraq despite last year's "surge”
strategy of deploying an extra
30,000 troops.

The top US general in Iraq,
David Petraeus, urged in testimony
to the US Congress on Tuesday that
further troop withdrawals should
be held off for at least 45 days after
completing the pullout of the
"surge" forces by July.

Petraeus said the surge had
helped make "significant but
uneven" progress in Iraq, while
Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker
warned that those achievements
were "reversible.”
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A combo picture shows Baghdad municipal workers cleaning a statue of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein In al-
Fardous square (L) on March 30, 2003. The second picture shows Baghdad municipal worker cleaning the statue of
liberty yesterday which replaced the statue of Saddam Hussein inal-Fardous square.
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~ _Residents of Manila's poor community buy packs of government rice while armed soldiers guardthle rice distribution

operation on Monday.

Buddhist monks push for
ending Dalai Lama's exile

AP, Luqu

More than a dozen Buddhist
monks staged an emotional protest
Wednesday in front of visiting
journalists at a monastery in west-
ern China to call for the return of
exiled Tibetan leader the Dalai
[Lama, accordingto areporteratthe
event.

The monks, whose numbers
grew to about two dozen during the
10-minute incident, began shout-
ing slogans in Tibetan in an outer

. courtyard as journalists entered a

prayer hall at the Labrang monas-
tery in western Gansu province
bordering Tibet.

"We want human rights, we
want the Dalai Lama back, we want
to preserve our religion and cul-
ture,” said one monk, who
switched to Chinese when asked by
a reporter from the American
Broadcasting Corporation.

The incident followed a similar

. interruption during a closely
PHOTO. AFP |

scripted gavernmentmediatour of
Tibet's capital of Lhasa two weeks
ago to view damage from anti-

A chair says a lot about

| who you are

We are the leading business houses in the country having leading presence in
manufacturing & marketing of Cement, Steel, Tobacco & Consumer Goods — A
competent business group to offer you a career. We are looking for-

Unit : Shah Cement , Muktarpur, Munshigonj

A. General Manager / Dy. General Manager / A.G.M. / Sr. Manager
(Process / Mechanical Maintenance / Electrical Maintenance / Industrial Engg.)

Qualification : B.Sc. / Diploma in Engineering
Experience : 10 to 25 years practical experience in the respective fields in

large Cement Manufacturing

plants with sound working knowledge of

Logistics, Material Handling Equipments, Belt- conveyors, Belt Elevators,
Cranes , Cement Ball Grinding Mills, Utilities Power Plant, HT/ LT Sub stations,
Poly Sack Making Plant.

Unit : Steel Division , Madambibirhat , Chittagong
B. General Manager / Dy. General Manager / A.G.M. / Sr. Manager

(Production / Mechanical Maintenance / Electrical Maintenance. )

Qualification : B.Sc. Engineering / Diploma in Engineering

Experience : 10 to 25 years practical experience in the respective fields in large
Cold Rolling Mill & Galvanising Complex with good working knowledge of
Logistics, 20- High Cold Rolling Mills, Continuous Wet Flux & Non-ox Fce

Galvanising Lines , CTL , Conugation , PLC, Power Plant, HT / LT Sub stations,
Utilities, Acid Regeneration Plants.

Unit : Steel & Cement.

C. Foreman

(Process / Mechanical Maintenance / Electrical Maintenance)
Qualification : Diploma in Engineering

Experience : 8 to 10 years relevant experience in the respective field with work
experience in operation of process industry / Mechanical Maintenance /
Electrical Maintenance. Electrical Foreman with experience in drives & PLC and
Mechanical Foreman with experience in Hydraulics would be preferred. All
candidates in this category should be capable of working in their own hands as

well as supervising the Technicians under their control.

Potential candidates in their respective field satisfying the job requirements are invited
to apply with complete CV, a recent passport size photograph coupled with a letter in
their own handwriting explaining their interest to with this group, addressed to Head of
Human resources, Abul Khair Group, D.T. Road, Pahartali, Chittagong on or before
20* April, 2008. You can apply also opportunity@abulkhairgroup.com Contact

No. 01713105858.

The candidates are requested to mention the position applied for on the envelope and
provide contact phone/Cell number in the CV.

Build your career

government riots that erupted
there lastmonth.

Authorities have tightly
restricted access to Tibet and
Tibetan areas of western China
where protests also broke out. The
sometimes violent anti-
government demonstrations were
the largest and most sustained
among Tibetans in almost two
decades.

ABC reporter Chito Romana
said the monks also displayed the
snow lion pennant of independent
Tibet, labelled a "reactionary flag"
by China's communist regime.

Romana said Chinese Foreign
Ministry handlers observed the
protestbutdid notattemptto block
the monks. The group walked away
after senior monks appeared and
calmed them down, he said.

Shortly afterward, a senior
monk told reporters the protesters
represented only a few of those at
Labrang. He said they would notbe
punished by monastery authori-
ties, but could face sanctions if
authorities find that they broke the
law, Romana said.

AFP, London

Academics hope they are about
to crack the puzzle of why
Stonehenge, the circle of giant
stones in southwest England
which has inspired mystery and
wonder for nearly 5,000 years,
was first built.

One theory is that it was
designed as a place where pil-
grims went in search of healing
for the sick -- a kind of prehis-
toric version of Lourdes, the
Christian pilgrimage site in
southern France,

Scientists are hoping that a
new technology will help them to
make a breakthrough during a
major excavation at the
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
which looms over Salisbury Plain
inWiltshire.

“This excavation is the first
opportunity to bring the power
of modern scientific archaeol-
ogy to bear on a problem that
has taxed the minds of travellers
and archaeologists since medi-
eval times,” said Timothy
Darvill, head of Bournemouth
University's archaeology
department, one of the dig's
leaders.

Inaround 2,600 BC, hundreds
of men arranged 80 giant stand-
ing stones on Salisbury Plain,
where there was already a 400-
year-old stone circle.

Around two centuries later,
even bigger stones were brought
to the plain.

Today, only 40 percent of the
originals remain. But around
850,000 visitors per year come to
marvel atthe 17 stones which are
stillintact.

The biggest stones came from
a quarry some 30 kilometres (18
miles) away, while some of the
others come from a range of hills

Move to unearth secrets
of Britain's Stonehenge

in southwest Wales, a 250 kilo-
metre journey away.

-- Stonehenge remains 'a
puzzle, ariddle’ --

Nobody knows how they were
transported -- although studies
suggest that it could have taken

up to 600 men to move them--or |

how the massive stone lintels
were put on top of the stones,
which are up to seven metres (22
feet) tall.

The sheer magnitude of the
feat has prompted scores of
outlandish claims about how
Stonehenge might have been
built.

In the Middle Ages some
believed that Merlin, a wizard in
the legend of King Arthur, was
behind Stonehenge. More
recently, extra-terrestrial
involvement has been sug-
gested.

But the experts are more
interested in finding out why;,
rather than how, the stones were
putin place.

Some think it may be a prehis-
toric observatory, because it
faces where the sun rises for the
summer solstice; others moot a
druidic sacrificial temple, but
druids did not even exist when it
was built.

"It'sapuzzle, ariddle,” Darvill
admitted. His own theory is that
‘Stonehenge was a healing
temple, a kind of prehistoric
Lourdes," although he does not
yet have direct evidence to back
thisup.

There are some details which
support his theory: a string of
bodies are buried around the
circle, most of which were dis-
eased.

Furthermore, in the centre of
the circle were more than 80
bluestones from a Welsh quarry,
ofwhich a handful remain.

A file picture taken on October 17, 2006 shows Druids performing a
pagan Samhain blessing ceremony at Stonehenge, in Avebury,
Wiitshire, in southern England. Archaeologists have started excavating I
on Stonehenge on Monday March 31, 2008 hoping to explain the mys-
tery of the alignment of the five thousand years old stones.
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Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama on Tuesday called
for a "diplomatic surge” including
talks with US foe Iran, to help stabi-
lise the situation inIraq.

The Illinois senator battling
Hillary Clinton for his party's nomi-
nation called for more pressure on
the Iragi government to embrace
political reconciliation and a
regional "diplomatic surge that

includes Iran.”

"We should be talking to them as
well," Obama told David Petraeus,
the top US general in Iraqg, and Ryan
Crocker, the US ambassadorto Iraq.

"I do not believe we are going to
be able to stabilise the situation
without that" said Obama, adding
that a plan for US troop withdraw-
als was needed to force Iraqi fac-
tions to work together.

"I think that increased pressure in
a measured way ... includes a timeta-

ble for withdrawal. Nobody is asking
foraprecipitous withdrawal."

Obama has taken fire from
Clinton and Republican presump-
tive nominee John McCain for his
offer to talk, if elected president,
with the leaders of several US foes
including Iran.

He used his question period
during the crucial Senate hearing
to restate his initial opposition to
the war in Iraq, which Clinton
voted to authorise.
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Emirates Cement Bangladesh Ltd, one of the leading cement manufacturers in
Bangladesh, part of the ETA STAR group, a large and diversified group based in Dubai, is
looking for vibrant and core professionals to join their team in Dhaka.

Finance Manager (ref:ECBL/Advt/001/08)
Responsible for the entire financial and accounting function of the business including
Payroll, Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, VAT, Customs, Income tax related matters,
A, .Rreparation and finalization of statutory accounts. Proficiency in Management accounting
and reporting, budgeting techniques and variance analysis. Experience in banking, dezaling
with external and internal auditors is a distinct advantage. The responsibility includes
smooth and optimal support within the procurement, logistics, sales and administration.

The candidate must be a Chartered Accountant with a minimum of 10 years of rich
experience. He must be highly analytical, capable of understanding business drives and
show high business / commercial aptitude and excellent management skills. Excellent
English communication, strong inter personal skills and ability to work directly with senior
management are necessary. Preference will be shown to candidates who can work within a
busy, pressured and target driven environment.

Asst Manager - HR and Administration (rRef:ECBL/Advt/002/08)
Responsible for the HR and Administration activities of the company. Manpower planning
and sourcing, facilitating the performance management process, assisting in the handling
of staff grievances & disciplinary issues, providing guidance to and facilitating
communication with the line managers, following through on the implementation of HR
policies and procedures and their further refinement and improvement. Familiarity with
the visa and work permit formalities and knowledge of local labour law are required.

The candidate should be a MBA in HRM with at least 5 years post qualification experience
In a similar level and preferably in an ERP environment.

Salary is not a constraint for the right persons. Persons who fulfill the above requirements
may apply in strict confidence to cement@strarcement.net within 7 days.

E"EMIRATES

Bullding your

Major A
¢ Accounting
+ Finance
¢+ Marketing

Uttarn, Dhaka-1230
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¢ Human Resource Managenient (HRM)
* Management Information System (MIS)

100% Tuition waiver for BBA Stude
CGPA4.5-5.00
Vice-Chancellor
M. Azizur Rahman
Ph.D (Vanderbilt, USA)

School of Business :

House- 5, Road- 12, Sector- 6

Fhone: 8932325 893254),

01554-308175, Fax: B8-02-8918047,
Web:www.attarmuniversity. com

UNIVERSITY

Govt. & UGC Approved
Quality education at

nts Evening & Friday Classcs
For Service Holdoers

Arifur Rahman
i'_‘h.l) (Boston, LUUSA)
School of Business

House- 4, Road- 15, Sector- 6

Uttarn, Dhaks-1230

Phone: 8919794 8919116891220

O1558-546309, 01552-306951, Fax: 88-02-R918047
sl vomein edu@yshoo.com

affordable cost
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