Liam breaks 50m
backstroke WR

AFP, Sheffield

British swimmer Liam Tancock
broke the 50 metres backstroke
world record of 24.47 seconds at
the British Olympic trials in
Sheffield here onWednesday.

Tancock broke the old mark of
24.80sec set by Germany's Thomas
Rupprath, which he set in
Barcelonaon July 27 2003.

“I feel chuffed to bits, very
impressed. 1 don't know who will
feel more chuffed - me, my family
ormy friends,"” Tancock said.

"It probably won't sink in for a
while. 1 felt good, smooth and on
top of the water.”

Tancock added he'd been eye-
ing the record forsome time.

"It was a good few weeks ago
(when I decided to try to break it).

"I just felt I had a good time in
me. | was feeling fast in training so
thought whynot?”

Tancock's performance meant
he became the first British swim-
mer to set aworld record since 1988
Olympic champion Adrian
Moorhouse broke the 100 metres
breaststroke mark in 1990.

“Quite a few guys have been
close for a while - and it was me
(whodid it),"” Tancock reflected.

“I've been feeling in good shape
- and now I'm looking forward to
the next few months. It's a by-
product of training for the 100m
and itshows in the 50m. I wanted to
come here and prove | am ready to
race.”

Akhtar claims
he received
bribe offers

AFP, Islamabad

Banned fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar
claims he was offered cash to
underperform in matches in South
Africa and India, but he refused to
take partin any match-fixing.

"I was offered billions of rupees
in betting. There was a briefcase
full of money placed on the table
before me in Johannesburg,”
Akhtar said in television interviews
broadcastlate onWednesday.

"l was never tempted yet [ am
punished for doing nothing
wrong,” he said, alleging a link
between his ban this week and the
unspecified bribe offers.

"I don't want to sensationalise
things, but by saying this I want to
letthe people know how much I
love to play for my country and I
have never tried to damage the
name of my country,” hesaid in the
INterviews.

"Even in India I was offered
money to under-perform and on
various other occasions but I told
the people who offered me money
to run away or I will let loose,” said
Akhtar.

"I never tried to sell cricket or
my country's name. I was never
tempted by money. I have played
my cricket clean but the ban has
hurtme badly.”

Akhtar did not specify when he
was offered the massive bribes.

Biman above
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three sixes and two boundaries in

his innings.

But Surjo Torun, already con-
firmed of a Super League place,
were restricted to 171-7 in 30 overs
after left-arm paceman Kamrul
Islam took three for39.

DOHSVPARTEX

Partex captain Tarig Ahmed Ruben
took the game away from Old
DOHS with his array of sixes at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.
Chasing 187 to win, Ruben came to
bat after opener Rafiqul Islam
felled by a short ball from Forhad
Reza.

Ruben opened his shoulders
and smashed six sixes during his
47-ball knock that yielded 41 runs.
Partex's Pakistani recruit Rashed
Hanif chipped in with 31 off 39 balls
with two sixes and a boundary. Off-
spinner Mahbub Alam was the pick
ofthe bowlers, taking two for 35.

Earlier, on a pitch that had spin
and bounce, Mohammad Furkan,
who took five for 21, foxed Old
DOHS to be bowled out for 186 in
36.5 overs. Due to Wednesday's
storm, the match started almost
three hours late and was reduced to
37-overs-a-side,

Former national captain Rajin
Saleh scored 49 off 58 balls but had
to leave the ground when his side
fielded after breaking the middle
fingerofhisrighthand.

Shoaib sued
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had nothing to do with any per-
sonal confrontation with the fast
bowler.

"It (the ban) is a matter between
the PCB and Akhtar but the mali-
cious, baseless and outrageous
allegations he has levelled against
me are mud-slinging and I will fight
that myself," said Ashraf.

Ashraf said if Akhtar appeals
against the ban the matter will be
dealtwith by the book.

"I have the right to be the head
of the appellate committee but I
withdraw myself from that. We will
formanindependent committee to
take up his appeal because [ main-
tain that I have no personal thing
against him,"” he said.
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Lorgat set for ICC job

IFYMCricket

CRICINFO, undated

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) appears to have taken a huge
step forward in appointing a new
chief executive with Haroon
Lorgat, the former convenor of
Cricket South Africa’s selection
committee, accepting an official
offer to take up the job.

The offer was made on
Wednesday evening during a "well-
conducted” and "professional”
meeting Lorgat had in Cape Town
with David Morgan, the ICC's
president-elect.

Morgan met Lorgat on behalf of
the ICC's four-man recruitment
committee, which includes Ray
Mali, the ICC president, Sharad
Pawar, the president of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and Morgan's chosen successor,
and Creagh O' Connor, the chair-
man of CricketAustralia.

However, Lorgat's appointment
is still some way away: Morgan will
now report to the recruitment
committee, which will have to
agree on the preferred candidate
and then make a recommendation
to the ICC executive board to con-
firm the appointment as early as
possible.

Lorgat will take over from

Malcolm Speed, who steps down
from the position after this year's ICC
annual conference, which will take
place between June 29 and July4.

The 1CC has been looking at an
early resolution to the search for its
next CEO after its earlier choice
Imtiaz Patel, also from South
Africa, declared on Sunday that he

HAROON LORGAT

had withdrawn interest in the job.
Lorgat, who figured on the ICC's
original shortlist of six, had told
Cricinfo on Monday that he would
consider any such offer as "a great
honour”,

Lorgat, 47, headed CSA's selec-
tion committee for three years till
the 2007 World Cup. A qualified

chartered accountant -- whose
roots, like Patel's, are in India -- and
formerly a senior partner in Ernst &
Young, he is currently on the board
of Kapela Investments, a private
venture he set up last year with five
other associates.

Dave Richardson, the former
South Africa wicketkeeper and
ICC's general manager, was the
other significant candidate for the
job after Patel pulled out. IS Bindra,
the former BCCI president and a
third name of note on the ICC's
shortlist, has already been
appointed the ICC's principal
advisor.

AFP adds, Lorgat met ICC presi-
dent Ray Mali and Morgan in Cape
Town and said he expected an
announcement from the world
body by the weekend.

"We had a good meeting and I
suppose it could be said that the
ICC have made a proposition to
me. I indicated my willingness to
accept,” said Lorgat.

He also served as treasurer of
the United Cricket Board of South
Africa before he was appointed
convenor ofselectors in 2004.

Lorgat said the ICC "needs to
complete the process of appoint-
ing the next chief executive” but
said he expected an announce-
ment before the weekend.

“It is certainly a very exciting
prospectforme,” headded.

'Match-fixing is a cancer'

I's ¥ Football

AFP, Singapore

T e S S gt e b=

Asian Football Confederation chief
Mohamed bin Hammam on
Thursday called match-fixing a
"cancer” that is destroying the
game after an illegal approach to
playersin Singapore.

His comments follow allega-
tions that two players of Maldives
side Victory SC were approached
on Tuesday night to throw their
AFC Cup match here against
Singapore's Home United.

Singapore's Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau and the AFC
are now investigating after being
alerted by the Football Association
ofSingapore (FAS).

"The FAS and AFC share the

same view that match-fixing is a
cancer which damages the integ-
rity of football, the teams and
ultimately the players,” said Bin
Hammam.

"Bribery and match-fixing by
illegal betting syndicates are
scourges which are destroying the
game and AFC is committed to
eradicating them and keeping
Asian football clean.

"AFC will take all possible mea-
sures to fight against such elements
who are corrupting the game. We
will pursue this matter to its logical
end and concentrate our energies
on finding out the truth.”

Home United won Wednesday
night's game 2-1.

Local reports said Argentinians
Marcos Aguirre and Luciano
Theiler were approached by an
unidentified man at the Royal

Hotel where the Maldives team was
staying.

They declined his offers to
throw the match and reported the
matter to team officials who in turn
informed the FAS.

"We take a serious view of cor-
ruption and remain committed to
stamping out this menace,” said
FAS general secretaryWinston Lee.

Corruption has long blighted
football in Asia, particularly in
Vietnam and China.

Earlier this year, seven players
from Singapore league side
Liaoning Guangyuan were charged
with alleged match-fixing.

[t followed club manager Wang
Xin being suspended from all
football activities after being
charged with the same offence.
Liaoning have since been thrown
outofthe S-League.

'My demotion wasn't wrong'

YY) Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Chris Gayle has rejected suggestions
from Sri Lanka that his drop down
the order in the first Test was a nega-
tive move, but he has refused to say
where hewill batin the final match.

Gayle, who usually walks out first,
finished the opening loss with an
unbeaten half-century, although he
has been under pressure because of
his problems at the top with
Chaminda Vaas, who has dismissed
him seven times in sixTests.

“Chris Gayle never shirks from
no one or no responsibility, never,
whatever the teamn requires, I'll do
it," Gayle said on:the eve of the
deciding second Test in Port of

Spain, which West Indies need to
win to level the contest. The strong
response was sparked by Mahela
Jayawardene, the Sri Lanka captain,
who said Gayle trod a "negative
path" inthe firstTest.

"It played into our hands,"
Jayawardene said. "Once he comes
there [at No. 6] he is one of their top
players and he won't have the bat-
ting depth to bat with towards the
latter part of their innings. He's got
to bat with his tailenders and if we
keep him quiet we can go with the
otherguys."

Gayle said Jayawardene's view
was "wrong". "If you check other
international teams they have
done it before and no one said
anything about it," Gayle said.
"Herschelle Gibbs used to open the
batting and batted in the middle

for a year or two. We West Indians
always come down hard on our-
selves.” '

Dwayne Bravo was promoted
into Gayle's spot and made 83 in the
second innings in Guyana and the
captain said it was a team decision
for him to bat lower. "I don't just
come up and say, 'l am going to do
that'. I ask questions, ‘players what
do you think?', 'what's the best
solution for the team?' If they do
agreewithitthenIwill gowithit."

Gayle said no decision had been
made on where he would bat at
Queen's Park Oval from Thursday,
but Sri Lanka expect him to return
to opening. "I don't think he will
make the same mistake in this
Test," Jayawardene said, "but we
will adjust ourselves to whatever
they come up with."

India Steyn-gunned
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SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the open-
ing day of the second Test between
India and South Africa at the Sardar
Patel Stadium in Motera,
Ahmedabad on Thursday:
INDIA: Firstinnings
Jafferc Smithb Nuni
Sehwagb Steyn

Dravid b Steyn

Laxman b Ntini

Ganguly b Ntini
DhonicBoucherb Morkel
Pathan notout

Kumble b Morkel
Harbhajan lbw b Steyn

P
oo Wil O

RP Singh ¢ Smith b Steyn 0
Sreesanth b Steyn 0
Extras: (b-4,1b-11,nb-2,w-2) 19
Total: (All outin 20 overs) 76
Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-24, 3-30, 4-
30,5-53,6-55,7-55,8-56,9-76

Bowler . MR W
Steyn s s o
Ntini e o Bl § L NP
Morkel 6 20~ 2
SOUTH AFRICA: Firstinnings

Smith Ibwb Sreesanth 34

McKenzie c Dravid b Harbhajan 42

Amla cJaffer b Harbhajan 16
Kallisnotout 60
Prince lbw b Harbhajan =

DeVilliers not out 59
Extras: (b-1,1b-7,w-2) 10
Total: (For 4 wkts 64 overs) 223

Fall of wickets: 1-78, 2-100, 3-101,
4-117 |
To bat: Boucher, Morkel, Harris,

Steyn, Ntini

Bowler 0 VLR SR O
Sreesanth A . A T |
RP Singh 1 b e G
Pathan L g R o )
Harbhajan 18,0 3 LB 5 0
Kumble 12 g U 7o o ot
Toss: India.

Umpires: Billy Doctrove and Tony
Hill.

Dhumketu's 2nd
win in a row

SPORTS REPORTER

Dhumketu recorded a hard-fought
69-60 in against Bangladesh Police
in yesterday's Independence Day
Basketball Tournament at the

-Dhanmondi basketball gymna-

sium.

The winners, who beat Eagles
Club 85-46 on the previous day, led
28-26 at the break. Toufiq
topscored with 16 and Pintu 10 for
Dhumketu.

Malik can
now travel

PTI, Karachi

Disgraced former Pakistan captain
Salim Malik, serving a life ban for
alleged match-fixing, has got some
reprieve after his name was
removed from the exit control list
which prevented him from travel-
lingabroad.

Malik was banned by the Justice
Malik Qayyum Commission for his
alleged involvement in match-
fixing eightyears ago.

He said with the coming to
power of anew government, he was
hoping for more reprieve from the
stigma attached to hisname,

"I am hoping thatI can get back
to cricket and start my own cricket
academy in Pakistan. I would also
like to play some domestic cricket,”
the former skipper said.

Malik was one of several Test
captains from different countries
to be banned for life when the
match fixing scandal broke out in
the late nineties.

Justice Qayyum, who is now
attorney general of Pakistan, had
headed a 18-month long inquiry
into the involvement of some
Pakistan players in match foang
and betting and then recom-
mended a life ban for Malik and
fines on some othersenior players.

All the other indicted players
went on to continue playing for
Pakistan but Malik's career ended
even though he maintains his
innocence.

“It has been one of the most
difficult periods of mylifeand I and
my family have been severely
stigmatised. Hopefully now things
will change and my name will be
cleared because I still maintain I
am innocent,” Malik said.

National Sports
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(organisers).

Each award carries gold medal,
cash prize 0f Tk 20,000 and a certifi-
cate.

A total of 178 sports personali-
ties so far received national sports
awards introduced in 1976.

Kutub new BOA
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secretary-general informed that a

draft constitution has already been
formed.

"We will soon hold a seminar
and then send it to the 10C for
approval," Kutubadded.

THE COMMITTEE

President: General Moeen U
Ahmed; vice-presidents: Mizanur
Rahman Manu, Maj Gen
Ashabuddin, Sirajul Islam
Bachchu, Khondoker Jamil Uddin
and Mushfiga Ikfat; secretary
general: Kutubuddin Ahmed;
deputy secretaries general: Lt Com
AK Sarkar, Kazi Mohiuddin Bulbul
and Ferdous Ara Khanam; trea-
surer: Sanaul Haq Bakul; members:
Abdul Awal Majnu, Abdul Kader,
Anisur Rahman Dipu, Anisur
Rahman, Ashraf-ud-Dowla, AKM
Golam Rabbani, Hasanullah Khan
Rana, M Haiul Qayyum,
Khandokar Hasan Monir,
Mahfuzur Rahman Sarker,
Mahmudual Islam Rana, Wing
Com (retd) Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Moinul Haque Bachchu,
Mosharraf Hossain Shamim, M
Nazrul Islam, NS Israfil, Parvez
Hassan, Quamrunnahar Dana,
Kazi Rajibuddin Ahmed Chapal,
Kutubuddin Aksir, Lily Aziz and
Asaduzzaman Khasru.

@The Daily Star

'PCB should be sacked'

I‘ﬁ | Cricket

AGENCIES, undated

Former captain Imran Khan called
Thursday on the new Pakistani
government to disband the coun-
try's cricket board after it banned
fast bowler Shoalb Akhtar for five
years.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Tuesday banned Akhtar
for repeatedly breaching the play-
ers' code of conduct, culminating
in a public outburst in January
against the board for not giving him
acentral contract.

“The tragic incident of banning
Akhtar reflects how undemocrati-
cally cricket is run in this country
and I think this is an ideal time for
the new government to fix it"
Imran told AFP.

The PCB's patron is Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf, who is
also responsible for selecting the
chief of the board, currently Nasim
Ashraf.

"Musharraf has made Pakistan a
banana republic and his appointed
chairman of the PCB has made the

cricket board a sort of banana
republic,” said Imran, who led
Pakistan to their only World Cup
titlein 1992.

"Pakistan cricket is unique in
the sense that the President of
Pakistan appoints the cricket chief.
Since there is legitimacy in other
countries they don't have such
problems,” he added.

“The cricket chief is involved in
everything from selection to tour-
ing, but since he has no legitimacy
he cannot solve problems. So |
demand the new government
install a democratically-elected
cricket chielassoon as possible”.

Akhtar was hauled up before a
PCB disciplinary committee for
criticising its policies following his
removal from a list of 15 players
awarded central contracts in
January this year, the latest in a
string of discipline problems.

In deciding on the punishment,
the board cited the fact that Akhtar
was on two years' probatign fol-
lowing an earlier ban for hitting
teammate Mohammad Asif with a
batin October.

Imran said the ban was unjust.

“Tell me how many players in

world cricket have been banned for
five years on discipline charges,”
Imran said. "Previous incidents of
indiscipline should have been
dealt with at the time instead of
being allowed to accumulate.

Imran said Akhtar has a lot to
offer to Pakistan cricket.

"A fit Akhtar is still head and
shoulders above other Pakistani
bowlers and he still has a lot of
cricket left in him if he keeps him-
self fit,” said Imran, who now heads
his political party, Tehrik-e-Insaaf
(Movement for Justice),

The PCB chairman however
expressed his concern on Thursday
at the "politicisation” of Shoaib's
ban in Pakistan.

Ashraf said Senate and National
Assembly members who were
questioning the suspension should
respect the decision of the PCB.

"People should accept this
decision and keep it away from
politics,” he told Pakistan televi-
sion onThursday.

"The board has been very
lenient with Shoaib and we have
tried to reform him but he has
refused to change his ways.”

Media concern over IPL

KY Y} Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Two weeks before its launch, the
Indian Premier League (IPL) has
raised a potential controversy by
placing unprecedented demands
on media organisations planning
to cover the tournament, including
a regulation that prevents photo-
graphs appearing on news
websites.

IPL officials say there is room for
negotiation, while one respected
international news agency, Agence
France-Press (AFP), says the pres-
ent terms don't allow it to cover the
tournament.

The accreditation forms were
posted online overnight with a
deadline of April 8, leaving compa-
nies five days to sign on to cover the
tournament under these terms or
berefused entry.

The conditionsinclude the IPL's
right to use all pictures taken at its
grounds for free and without
restrictions; the commitment by
news organisations to upload on
the IPL site, within 24 hours, all
images taken at the ground; and
the restriction of web portals’
access to images without prior
permission from the IPL.

“The terms and conditions are

too strict and raise questions about
press freedom," Barry Parker, AFP's
South Asia bureau chief, told
Cricinfo. "The present terms and
conditions don't allow us to cover
the event.”

Several hours after the accredi-
tation forms were posted online,
the IPL indicated it was open to
negotiations. "We don't feel the
rules are stringent in any way, as we
are only protecting our rights," said
IS Bindra, a member of the IPL's
governing council. "We are treating
the issue of photographs just as we
would in the case of TV production.
However, we are ready to discuss
the issue with all parties involved to
reach an amicable solution,” he
said. "The production is ours, We
are not being rigid here and saying
that only what we say is right. Of
course, we will ensure that things
don't lead to a situation where

the News Media Coalition, which
includes some of the world's major
news and photograph agencies,
said the decision would have an
enormous impact on media groups
with websites and news agencies
supplying pictures around the
world. "As feared, the media
accreditation terms for the Indian
Premier League represent some of
the most restrictive and burden-
SOIME access arrangements ever
seen by the news media world-
wide.”

Moger worked for the news
agencies, including Reuters, AFP
and AP, and the photo distributor
Getty Images, when they had simi-
lar concerns over image rights in
the accreditation guidelines set by
Cricket Australia for the 2007-08
summer. There were fears media
groups would have to pay for
access and the body wanted to

media outlets decide to boycott the
event.”

Asked why websites would be
denied access to the pictures,
Bindra said: "We have not allowed
online usage only because we have
sold the portal rights of the event to
a respected company based in
North America for 50 million dol-
lars. We can't disclose the com-
pany's name at the moment as they
are in the process of getting listed.”

Andrew Moger, a spokesman for

maintain rights over photographs
taken in the stadiums. However,
limits over the number of reports
sent from the ground remained in
place.

The demands resulted in News.
Limited journalists being locked
out for dav one of the first Test
against Sri Lanka, while the agency
boycott ended a week later when
Muttiah Muralidaran was in danger
of breaking Shane Warne's then
world record.

Nadal enters semis

[Q Tennis

AFP, Miami

World number two Rafael Nadal
rallied for a three-set victory
Wednesday over James Blake to
book his semifinal berth at the ATP
and WTA Sony Ericsson Open.

Nadal, seeded second behind
world number one Roger Federer,
defeated Blake 3-6, 6-3, 6-1 as he
moved a step closer to his first title
0f2008.

It was the Spaniard's second
victory over Blake in as many starts,
following his quarterfinal win over
the American at Indian Wells.

Prior to that, Blake had won the
first three career meetings between
the two.

Nadal earned the break he
needed in the third game of the
third set, and held on to close out
the matchin 1hr 55min.

Nadal said the key to his chang-
ing fortune against Blake was a
more aggressive, albeit riskier,
stance.

"I think just before I was run-

ning a lot, two meters behind the
line," hesaid. "I thinkright now I'm
playingallittle bit more aggressive. |
can lose, but I think it's the only
wayto try towin.”

In the semifinals, Nadal will face
Czech 10th seed Tomas Berdych,
who eliminated Russian Igor
Andreev 6-4, 6-4 in the day's other
men's quarterfinal.

In women's action fourth-
seeded Serbian Jelena Jankovic
reached the semifinals when
Russia's Elena Dementieva retired
while trailing in the second-set of
their quarterfinal clash.

Jankovic led 6-1, 3-1 when
Dementieva, battling a back injury
for which she received treatment
after the first set, decided she
couldn’t continue because of pain
in her lower back.

"I think I played pretty good
tennis, especially in the first set,”
Jankovic said. "I was really dictat-
ing the points.

"Itwas my game overall that was
out there on the court, and I was
really happy with that.
Unfortunately she stopped the
match in the middle of the second

setand there'snothing I coulddo.”

Jankovic, who had saved five
match points in her battling sec-
ond-round victory over Sweden's
Sofia Arvidsson, booked a semifi-
nal matchup with Vera Zvonareva,
who beat Russian compatriot
DinaraSafina7-5, 6-4.

Jankovic's abbreviated
quarterfinal echoed herexperience
at Indian Wells, where she reached
the semifinals when American
Lindsay Davenport retired from
their contestwith a backinjury.

The Serbian will make her
fourth semifinal appearance of the
year but is still seeking to make her
first final of 2008, having lost in the
final four at the Australian Open,
Dubaiand IndianWells.

On Tuesday, third-seeded
Russian Svetlana Kuznetsova and
American Serena Williams, the
eighth seed and defending cham-
pion, advanced to the semifinals.

Williams easily defeated world
number one Justine Henin of
Belgium, while Kuznetsova
downed Venus Williams in straight
sets.
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