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EC lags behind
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a?:mibuted the delay to the stale-
mate over the dialogue with the BNP

The chief, however, reaf-
firmed that the lnng—stsllbe;lhggi:;
parliamentary polls would be
the year-end as declared in the
roadmap.

The commission nats; plans to
send the proposals to the govern-
ment at lit)nr end of Apnl since it
believes it would be able to hold talks
with the BNP after April 10, the day
the High Court is scheduled to rule
on the dispute over the party's lead-
ership, said sources.

Reconstituted on February 4 last
year, the present EC initiated a pro-
cess to make sweeping electoral
reforms and unveiled a set of propos-
als to thatend on April 5 last year. The

revious day, CEC Hudamet the then
Ew adviser and asked forimmediate
withdrawal of restrictions on indoor
politics so the EC can have discus-
sions with the political parties to firm
up the proposals.

But the government did not
respond promptly to the call, leading
to delay in opening the dialogue on
clectoral reforms.

On assurance that the curbs on
indoor politics would soon be lifted,
the EC announced its electoral
roadmap on July I5.

There, it stipulated that the dia-
logue would be held between
September and November last year
and proposals for electoral reforms
incorporated into laws by February
this year.

The EC began its much-talked
electoral reforms talks on September
|2, two days after the government
relaxed restrictions on indoor poli-
ticsinthecapital.

But the commission-BNP discus-
sions originally scheduled for
November 22 last year could not get
underway due to legal complexities.
[eaving out BNP, the EC held the
second round of talks with 15 politi-
cal partiesin February.

Asked yesterday if the time for
political parties to register would be
extended as the law required has yet
to come in force, the CEC did not

reply. _
Officials at the EC Secretanat
however admitted that it might not

be possible to maintain the June time
frame.

“It's not clear when the laws will
be ready. At least one more month
might be needed for the proposals to
become laws,” a senior official said. If
the proposals are made into laws by
May, the registration time would
havetobeextended.

“Since we could not hold talks
with the BNP, we could not a send a
report to the government compiling
‘he dialogue outcomes,” the CEC
sard.

The government is working on its
own account and the commuission
has no relation to it, he said referring
to the initiative for talks between the

government and political parties this
month.

Replying to another query, the
CEC said the EC would notannounce
the schedule for polls to Rajshahi,
Khulna, Barisal and Sylhet city cor-
porations until it receives the copy of
the laws on the corporations.

Earlier, the commission had
announced that it would hold elec-
tion to the four city corporations in
April, and the schedule was to be
published by March.

Asked if they are behind schedule
in holding city corporation polls as
per the electoral roadmap, Huda
replied in the negative.

He said according to the roadmap
the polls to local government bodies
were supposed to begin from
January this year and continue till
October. “So, we still have time to
hold city corporation elections
within the time frame.”

Queried, the CEC declined to
make any comment on the two other
election commissioners’ reported
grievances over placement of the EC
Secretariat under sole control of the
CEC.

Sources close to the commission -
ers--Muhammed Sohul Hussain and
Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat
Hussainsaid the two plan to meet the
chief adviser next week to register
theirobjections totheissue.

The EC Secretariat has been freed
from the prime minister's office in
March.

Atiqullah Khan
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(Rajuk) through forgery.

The judge also issued orders for
confiscating all hisill-gotten assets,

Masud was sentenced to 10
years' imprisonment for amassing
wealth illegally and three years for
concealing information in his
wealth statement, which are to run
consecutively.

Masud, chairman of Globe
Janakantha Shilpa Paribar, is now
behind bars. Joint forces arrested
him on March 7 last year from his
office at the Janakantha Bhaban.
His sentence will be effective from
the day of his arrest

The sentence of his wife, who is
on the run, will be effective from
the day of her arrest or surrender.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) filed the case
with Ramna Police Station against
Masud, his wife and their two sons
Mishal AKhan and Jishal AKhanon
September 30 last year.

ACC Assistant Deputy Director
Mahmud Hasan mentioned that
they concealed informiation about
wealth worth around Tk 1.4 crorein
the wealth statement submitted to
the commission. The ACC also

““found~out “that théy amassed

wealth worth around Tk 1.14 crore
beyond their known sources of
income.

Rice deal signed
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Tk 1,250-1,300 per maund; its price
was Tk 1,220-1,270 the previous
day. The price of Indian Swama
also rose by Tk 10 per maund at
wholesale markets.

° The price of better quality
Miniket soared to Tk 1,650-1,700
per maund yesterday from the
previous day'sTk 1,620-1,650.

The coarse rice was selling at Tk
35-40 per kg atretail markets.

Wholesalers at Karwan Bazar,
Mohammadpur Krishi Market,
Babubazar and Badamztoli said the
price of rice in rural markets is
increasing every day, which has
affected the citymarkets.

A wholesaler at Karwan Bazar
said he hasastockfor 15 daysand he
had purchased itatlowerrates.

"I sent an employee to
Chapainawabganj to buyrice buthe
told me that the price of rice was
quite high there. The price at rural
markets is equal to what | am charg-
ing here. Moreover, | have to bear
the ing cost. So, how can I sell
nce atalower price?” hesaid.

“It does not matter at what rate [
purchased the rice 15 days ago--
what matters is the present rate,” he
added.

A few businessmen at Babubazar
and Badamtoli wholesale markets
said crisis of rice in international
market, curtailing export by some
rice-exporting countries and India’s
sudden decision to stop exporting
caused the price hike.

They admitted that the supply of
nce to markets is adequate and
pointed out that Boro rice will be
arriving soon, but said traders
usually tend to take opportunity of
these incidents.

When contacted, food ministry
Secretary Mollah Waheeduzzaman
told The Daily Star that he does not
see any logical reason behind the
price hike of rice as the countryhas a
reserve for three months and Boro
rice will soon enter the markets.

"Hiking the price of rice is a trick
of the unscrupulous businessmen,”
hesaid.

A high official of Food
Directorate said the government
has taken up many pr es to
stabilise the market and help relieve
people of the increased price of rice.

Meanwhile, the directorate
increased the number of points of
direct sale of rice from loaded
with 3.060 ofrice at differ-
ent locations in the capital
Employees of the directorate sell
rice on Sunday, Tuesday and

Directorate started

The
aellhigriunnngrﬂl.
Director General of Food

Directorate Pius Costa said they will
increase the number of direct sale
points to 50 from Sunday.
Hundreds of customers wg:
seen yesterday queuing up al
direct sale poinqt:m nt of the
fatiya Press Club and secretariat
gate-1 where the sales finished

around3:15pm.

Assistant Sub-inspector of the
Food Directorate Nazmul Haque
said they had been selling rice from
9:00am. He said they would con-
tinue selling rice until all the rice
loaded in the trucksis sold.

“I came here during launch hour
but found the place jam-packed
with customers. I returned to my
office after waiting in the queue for
half an hour. I came here again at
3:30pm but found all the rice had
already been sold,” said Daud
Hossain, an MLSS at the office of
Comptroller General of Account at
Segunbagicha.

Khaleda Begu.m a cleaner at the
secretariat, said her family has been
suffering badly due to the steep rise
inrice price.

She came to the Press Club point
after failing to buy rice at the secre-
tariat point. She stood in the queue
from 3:00pm but all the rice had
been sold before her turn came.

Many others like Khaleda Begum
had to return home from the direct
sale points emptyhanded.

A few third and fourth-class
employees of the secretariat
demanded that the authorities
make arrangements for selling rice
atthese outlets after office hours.

Meanwhile, a large number of
people yesterday thronged the BDR
fair dprice outlets to buy rice. Rice is
sold at 50 BDR outlets in the city six
daysaweek

The city's 700 OMS outlets,
where rice is sold three days a week,
remained closed yesterday.
AGREEMENT ON RICE IMPORT
Wasiuddin Ahmed, commercial
minister of Bangladesh High
Commission in Delhi, signed the
agreement with representatives of
the four Indian state-owned agen-
cies--State Trading Corporation of
India Ltd, Minerals & Metals Trading
Corporation, National Agriculture
Co-operative Marketing Federation
of India Itd, and Ltd--for
i[;ncﬂzmﬂg 4 lakh tonnes of rice from

Each agency will supply 1 lakh
tonnes ofrice.

Ofthe 4 lakh tonnes ofrice, 1 lakh
tonne will arrive in Bangladesh
within 30 days while the rest in the

next 30 days, said a food ministry

release,

Letters of credit (LC) for rt-
ing the rice will be opened on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, 12,500 tonnes of rice
and 1,000 tonnes of skimmed -
dered milk have arrived i
Bangladesh from India. The neigh-

bouring country had pledged to g
40,000 tonnes of rice? 1 0,# mﬁ
of wheat and 1,000 tonnes of
skimmed powdered milk as part of
its food assistance to Bangladesh
following cyclone Sidr.
About 7,500 tonnes of rice are
to arrive in Chittagong
Port in a few days, said a press
release of the Indian High
Commission in Dhaka.

| the signin

Dhaka-Kolkata
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The train will leave Dhaka at 8:30am

every Saturday, returning the next
dnyru}:'lﬂle the galn from Kolkata will
start for Dhaka at 7:10am (local time)
on Saturday and return on Sunday.

It will carry 418 passengers on the
Dhaka-Kolkata route while it will
carry 366 passengers on the Kolkata-
Dhaka route, The fare has been fixed
at US$ 8 per person for economy
class and USS 12 per person fora seat
in the air-conditioned compart-
ment. A sleeping berth will cost $20.

Tickets will be available only
from Kamalapur Railway Station
and can be purchased only after
showing passport and visa, Ismail
said, dispelling any doubts of ticket
sales on the black market.

Passengers will be allowed to
carry 35kilograms while a child
below 5 years of age can carry 20kg
withoutany charge.

Moitree Express will also have an
on board cateringservice.

There will be a routine engine
check-up at Darshana during the 13
to 14 hour long journey over 538km
of which 418 stretches across
Bangladesh and 120km across India.

Also due to different signallin
systems in the two countries, loc
locomasters will drive the train
when it crosses borders. The crew
change will take place at Darshana
and Gede stations.

Passengers will need to pass
through an immigration counter
and customs at Darshana border.

Asked about a specific date for
of the deal, ATKM Ismail
said though adate is yet to be fixed, it
will be completed before April 14.

Joint Secretary (rail) of the com-
munications ministry, Shafiz Uddin
Ahmed, is expected to sign the deal
on behalfof Bangladesh.

The two-day biannual meeting
between rail officials chiefly concen-
trated on details of the Dhaka-
Kolkata train service, but also dis-
cussed interchange of goods train at
Benapole, running of the container
service, rail linking of Agartala and
Akhaura, outstanding claims of the
Indian Railway and wagon hire
charges.

The next bilateral meeting
between the rail officials will be held
in New Delhiin October this year.

250 industries
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The move, taken by the energy
ministry on Tuesday, aims to
ensure smooth gas supply to power
plants to cope with the power
shortages, which now hover
between 800MW and 1000MW.

The austerity request is for next
two months at best, the Titas MD
said.

Aug 21 attack
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Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka against the accused for
committing the crime. Badarwas also
wounded in the attack that left 23
killed and scores injured on the AL

rally on Bangabandhu Avenue in the

capital.
In the petition, ASP Fazlul Kabir
mentioned that after filing the case,

the magistrate asked the officer-in-
charge (OC) of Paltan police to
inquire into the case and submit a
report. But the case should be merged
with the case that was filed by
Motijheel police following the inci-
dent and that both cases should be
investigated jointly. So, he sought
permission from the court, the 10
added.

The other accused in the petition
case filed by Badar are Jamaat
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojahid, former BNP
state minister for home Lutfozzaman
Babar, former BNP lawmakers
Amanullah Aman, Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury, Mirza Abbas,
MosaddakAli Falu, Barkat Ullah Bulu,
Salahuddin Ahmed, Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu, Helaluzzaman
Talukder Lalu, Krishak Dal General
Secretary Shahjahan Mian, Islami
Bank Managing Director Nurul Islam
and businessman Giasuddin Al
Mamun.

The complainantsaid former BNP
lawmakers Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu,
Helaluzzaman Talukder Lalu, busi-
nessman Giasuddin Al Mamun,
[slami Bank Managing Director
Nurul Islam, Krishak Dal General
Secretary Shahjahan and some
unidentified goons hurled grenades
on the AL rally moments after Sheikh
Hasina had stepped down from the
dais.

The blast; were carmied out on
mmstructions from BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia, Senior Joint Secretary
General of BNP Tarique Rahman,
Jamaat chief Matiur Rahman Nizami,
former state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar, Jamaat
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojahid, former BNP
lawmakers Amanullah Aman,
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
Mirza Abbas, Mosaddak Ali Falu,
Barkat Ullah Bulu and Salahuddin
Ahmed, added the complainant.

The other in the case
include Jamaat leader Abdul Kader
Mollah, Brig Gen (retd) ASM Hannan
Shah, then National Security
Intelligence (NSI) chief Maj Gen
(retd) Rezzakul Haider, then police
chief Modabbir Hossain Ch ury,
former BNP minister Aminul Hugq,
Rajshahi City Mayor Mizanur

Minu, fnr:;'ler l:idhinnal
inspector general o Faru
Ahmed, former Dhakaﬁztmpolimg
Police commissioner Khoda Bux,
Islami Bank Chairman Abdul Halim,
Shahidul Hug Jamal anirNuJ ur, ward
gmmiuioner a;:ﬂi B leader

AKM ul
owdhmyﬂﬂlam Ahsan

On November 1 last year, Harkat-
Ul Jihad leader Mufti Abdul Hannan,
his brother Mohibullah and two
others had given confessional state-
ments to a magistrate disclosing
names of others responsibie for the
grenade attack of August 21, 2004,

CID has so far arrested 28 people
including BNP leader Abdus Salam
Pintu. Out of the arrestees, 18 were

anted bails by the High Court and

owercourtson different dates.

(Gas Crisis
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generation,” said a highly placed

source.
The gas crisis has been caused

declining gas production in the
offshore Sangu field as well as
inadequate tra]nsmissiﬂg :gms for
its supply from large gas fields.

Pelzfugangla's ga llines which
supply gas are presently rationing
sugglj; gtu power plants, fertiliser
factories and some industrial and
commercial consumers. Against a

as demand of 2,000 million cubic
Feet a day (mmcfd), Petrobangla is
currently supplying 1,773 mmcfd.
Though it can supply more, the
existing pipeline network does not
allow increase the supply where it
isneeded the most, sources said.

As a result, Power Development
Board (PDB) is unable to generate
around 640 MW to 700 MW power.
The load shedding now is addition-
ally caused by technical glitches of
some other glams. The PDB is
currently producing around 3,600
MW power against an unofficially
estimated demand of more than
5,000 MW.

The PDB says acute gas crisis
has forced it to cut power produc-
tion at Raozan plant by 240 MW,
Ghorashal 220 MW, Sikalbaha 10
MW , Haripur 34 MW, Siddhirgan)
90 MW, Mymensingh 77 MW an
Ashuganj plant by 10 MW. The
authorities are now even request-
ing more than 200 industries (o
limituse of gas.

"Presently, the PDB needs 840
million cubic feet per day (mmcfd)
gas to generate 4,028 MW power
(most of which is gas fired). But
Petrobangla and its affiliates can
supply a maximum of 679 mmcfd,”
saidp a 13\? official of the power
minis ednesday.

But from early next month, the
government expects to have some
small rental power plants to begin
operation. By June, more than a
dozen such small plants are
expected to add 594 MW power to
the national grid. But it will need
127 mmcfd additional gas supply.
The power ministry is now con-
cerned whether there will be ade-
quate gas supply to make these
ventures successful.

In addition, two public sector
power plants-- Sidghirganj 220
MW and Fenchuganj 90 MW-- are
also expected to begin operation in
the next few months. These will
need another 67 mmcid gas.

"The power sector alone needs
1,000 mmcfd gas this year so that
the country can produce around
4,900 MW power, and thus mini-
mise load shedding and avoid loss
of GDB" the source added. Other
than gas, Bangladesh uses hydro,
coal and oil fired power.

"Each mmcfd gas produces four
MW power. So, when Petrobangla
is unable to provide us with 161
mmcfd power, it amounts to not
being agie to generate 644 MW
power,” he added. "We don't know
what will happen when several
small and rental power projects
start operating one by one from
nextmonth.”

Petrobangla on the other hand
has to ensure %l supply to other
sectors as well. Right now, gas
supply to fertiliser factories is
getting as much priority as that for
power generation. The power
ministry believes the highest prior-
ity should be given to power gener-
ation since the load shedding level
has become unbearable, affecting
national productivity.

\ly
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“From this month, farmers
would not need fertilisers since it is
harvesting time. So, we can
decrease gas supply to fertiliser
factories for now. Additionally,
farmers won't need dedicated
power forirrigation, and this can be
diverted to other consumers,” the
official pointed out.

During the last irrigation sea-
son, the government provided 2.25
lakh high priority power connec-
tions to farmers. After April 15,
power supply to these connections
will not get high priority, and that
will be diverted to cities and indus-

trial areas.
"Load shedding is affecting

people's lives and productivity.
This month Petrobangla should
have allocated at least 750 mmcfd
gas for maximum power genera-
tion," the official pointed out.

Gas Supply constraints

According to a Petrobangla official,
due to lack of transmission pipe-
lines, adequate gas cannot be
supplied to Chittagong area.
Besides, Petrobangla cannot sup-
ply adequate gas to the cluster of
power plants in Ghorashal.

"These are two main areas
where gas supply constraints will
not go unless we take up urgent
projects to enhance gas supply
from the Titas field,” said a
Petrobangla official, referring to
Petrobangla's last year's proposal
to build a 14 km 20 inch pipeline
that could increase supply to 200
mmcfd gasatacostof Tk40 croreto
Tk 50 crore. This project can be
implemented justin one winter.

A senior official of Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution
Company Ltd (TGTDCL) said it is
not true that gas crisis alone is
responsible for 600 to 700 MW load
shedding. "Onsome days, itmay be
true. But on many days, technical
glitches are forcing some PDB
plants to remain shut down,” he
noted.

The TGTDCL is responsible for
supplying gas to a large number of
power plants and it gives an
advance notice to the PDB about
the next month's gas supply fore-
cast. "In March, we dedicated 720
mmcfd gas to the PDB. It was possi-
ble because Karnaphuli Fertiliser
Company (Kafco) was shut down
formaintenance work. This month,
Kafco is operating in full swing and
we have to supply gas to it," he
added.

Fertiliser and power sectors
consume around 1,000 mmcfd gas
now and non-bulk or industrial,
commercial, domestic etc sectors
consume another 865 mmcfd. To
prioritise power production, the
government Tuesday decided to
reduce gas supply to non-bulk
sector, specially to some industrial
sectors like dyeing and re-rolling
mills, through a rationing arrange-
ment.

"There is no alternative to
increasing gas production and
supply for an immediate solution,”

said a Petrobangla official.

The government should follow
the Power System Master Plan of
1995, where it was suggested thatin
case of gas crisis, the nation should
opt for imported coal based power
plants near the ports of Chittagong
and Khulna for long-term solu-
tions. Side by side, the government
should emphasise offshore oil and
gas exploration, the official added.

Huda handed 12yrs
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The court set up at the MP hostel in
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar also ordered
the confiscation of Tk 1,18,35,289
and a Bungalow he owns at his
village home in Dohar, Manikganj.

Of the 12 years, Nazmul Huda
was handed down two years' sim-
pleimprisonmentunder section 26
(2) of the ACC Act, 2004 for conceal-
ing information in the wealth
statement submitted to the ACC.

He was handed down 10 years'
rigorous imprisonment under the
section 27 (1) of the ACC Act, 2004
forillegally amassing wealth.

The court in its verdict men-
tioned that the sentences would
run concurrently and would start
from the day he had been arrested.
Joint forces arrested Huda on
February 4 last year. Sigma Huda
was arrested July 5 last year.

On August 27, Nazmul Huda
was awarded seven years' rigorous
imprisonment in the first ever
bribery case filed by the ACC while
his wife Sigma was sentenced to
three years' simple imprisonment
forabetting her husband.

"We are pleased with the judg-
ment. Sigma was acquitted as
allegations brought against her
could not be proved," said prose-
cution lawyer Mosharraf Hossain
Kajol.

Huda during the hearing on the
case told the court several times
that he owned all the properties
and his wife had nothing to do with
it, the prosecution lawyeradded.

ACC Assistant Director Talebur
Rahman filed the case with
Dhanmondi Police Station on July
11 last year. The first information
report (FIR) of the case said
Nazmul Huda and Sigma Huda cid
not mention their wealth worth
over Tk 2.19 crore in the wealth
statementsubmitted to the ACC,

The FIR said Huda illegally
amassed wealth worth Tk 7.62
crore.

Charges were framed against
the Huda couple on December 9
and a total of 92 witnesses gave
their depositions beginning from
January 13 thisyear.

The court on March 20 set yes-
terday fordelivering the verdict.

PROPERTIES TO BE
CONFISCATED

The Tk 1,18,35,289 to be confis-
cated include Tk 21,42,859 seized
from Huda's home, Tk 16,77,721 in
his Standard Chartered Bank
account, Tk 11,14,783 in the name
of his daughter Srabonti Ameena
Huda in an Agrani Bank account,
Tk 10,91,511 in the name of his
other daughter Antora Salima
Huda in an Agrani Bank account,
Tk 13,15,810 and Tk 13,58,104 in
the names his daughters in SCB
bank accounts and the Bungalow
he owns at his village home in
Dohar, Manikganj.
HUDA'SWEALTH STATEMENT
Huda submitted his wealth state-
ment on February 25 last year after
the ACC on February 18 issued
notices on 50 graft suspects includ-
ing Huda asking them to give state-
mentof wealth within 72 hours.

Huda, however, did not men-
tion the value of his declared
wealth in his statement. Unlike
others, he did not reveal the
amount of money he had in banks.
He also gave an explanation about
the foreign currencies seized by
jointforces athis home.

He claimed he owned five cars
including a Cadillac Escalade and a
Toyota Crown. He did not mention
the prices of his cars.

Huda in the statement said he
has bank accounts in Woori Bank,
Agrani Bank's National Press Club
branch, National Bank and Prime
Bank. He has a credit card from
National Bank.

He said he has several accounts
under his name, his wife's name
and under joint names in Standard
Chartered Bank Motijheel branch.
He also has a bank account in the
same branch under his law firm's
nameaswell. .

Antora Salima Huda and
Srabonti Ameena Huda jointly own
an 11th-floor flat in Concord Tower
in the city's Nazrul Islam Avenue.
Srabonti Ameena, younger of the
two, has a Daewoo vehicle.

About the foreign currencies
seized by the joint forces, Huda
said those belong to his wife. She
earned them as TA/DA, ticket fare,
and accommodation expenses

while serving as a UN special
reporter.

AL, BNP
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Awami League. "We'll also discuss

the pre- and post-election situa-
tion," he said. _

Asked whether they will
demand for the release of Sheikh
Hasina at the dialogue, Ashraf said,
"We hope our leader will be sent
abroad for treatment before the
dialogue begins. So, we would not
require to raise theissue.”

NP Joint Secretary General
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy said the
planned dialogue would help
remove unrest and distrust
between political parties and the

" government.

He, however, suggested the
presence of detained BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina in order to make the dia-
logue effective.

Pro-reform BNP acting
Secretary General Maj (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed said they would
raise three points -- transition 1o
democracy, bringing down the
soaring prices to a tolerable level
and the release of Khaleda Zia -- at
thedialogue.

He hoped that the dialogue
would be held without any govern-
mentcondition.

Food adviser
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Citing from the 2005 survey of

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS) on household expenditures,
the adviser said 75 lakh families are
living at ultra poor level and their
daily calorie intake is below
2,100K].

Specialists refer to the daily
calorie intake below 2,100K] as
hidden hunger, he said.

The food adviser said that the
government has taken up various
programmes including expansion
of existing social safety nets for the
poor to combat the situation.

This includes a special scheme
of Tk 100cr that will run through

April and provide work to the unem-

ployed poor in rural areas at Tk 100
per day for works like construction
of roads, digging canals etc. But the
scheme would exclude those cov-
ered by other safety net facilities.

The Food Secretary Molla
Waheeduzzaman added that 2.68
lakh tons of food grains will be
distributed among the poorin April
through existing safety net
programmes.

Asked about food reserve, the
food adviser said one lakh ton rice
imported from India will reach the
country by end of this month while
the other four lakhs will arrive 60
days after opening of a letter of
credit.

The government is importing
another 50,000 tons of rice through
a private agency. Besides this, the
government plans to procure 10
lakh tons of rice from local market.

Meanwhile the former finance
adviser Akbar Ali Khan yesterday
told the BBC Bengali Service that
the government has responded to
the food crisis within its capacity.

Though there is no exact statis-
tics as to how many people have
been benefited from the aid, it can
still be assumed that the number of
beneficiaries is less than those in
need, he said.

He termed the period until end
of April as critical in terms of food
crisis and called on the govern-
ment to create more jobs for the
pPOOL.

Citing examples from India, the
former finance adviser said the
government can introduce
employment guarantee schemes to
ensure jobs for the poor.

Truth Commission
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the number of investigations being
conducted by it stands at 90.
Besides, the commission has pre-
pared 22 charge sheets.

The ACC chief said they could
expedite their work when more
staff are appointed as per the ACC
organogram. And they will work
well if they are free from outside
influence, he added.

Govt calls

FROM PAGE 1
Asked whether his blaming the
past government invokes the
memory of previous political
governments pointing an accus-
ing finger at their predecessors for
present crises, Tamim said, "I'm
just trying to present a situation
which we inherited from the pre-
vious government.”

He said the country is now
generating between 3,300 and
3,400 megawatts of power against
ademand for4,500 MWs.

But when his attention was
drawn to the official websites of
PDB and Petrobangla where
power-production shortage was
shown at 728MW and gas shortfdll
at 211 million cubic feet (mmcfd),
he said the gas and power crises in
Chittagong were not included in
his statement.

"Chittagong zone alone is
facing a 420MW power shortage
duetotheshortage ofgas.”

He asked the people to keep
shut half of their air-conditioners
and the industrial consumers to
switch off their operation during
peak hours or use captive power to
make do with the short supply.

Tamim also urged the house-
hold consumers to refrain from
irrational use of gas in view of the
national exigencies.

He said the present govern-
ment has already added 100MW of
electricity to the national grid and
would add another 1000MW by
the end of the year. "We'll sign
agreements for another 1000MW
for the next government.”

He said the present govern-
ment has taken steps to enhance
gas production by 250 mmecfd
within the next two years.
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in Dhanmondi, the fact-finding

committee said this is not the final
list, and they would soon come up
with another one with more evi-
dence and documents.

The list and evidence would be
handed to the government and
Election Commission to help them
try the war criminals and disqualify
them from elections. Besides,
those would be circulated to the
international community.

Four women who were tortured
by the Pakistan forces were present
at the programme.

Local collaborators who are on
the list and still alive mostly belong
to Jamaat-e-Islami. Some of them
who were then involved in Muslim
League and Nezame Islam politics
are now leaders of BNP and Jatiya
Party.

Jamaat's former ameer Golam
Azam, present chief Matiur
Rahman Nizami, Secretary General
Ali Ahsan Muhammad Mojahid,
Assistant Secretaries General
Muhammad Kamaruzzaman and
AKM Yusuf, central committee
members Delawar Hussain
Sayedee, Abdus Sobhan, Abul
Kalam Muhammad Yusuf and
Abdul Quader Molla are among the
high-profile Jamaat leaders on the
list.

Former BNP lawmakers
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
and Abdul Alim, and Anwar Zahid,
a former minister during Ershad
rule, are also on the list that con-
tains division- and thana-wise
names of Razakar, Al Badr, and
Peace Committee members.

"We have drawn up the list on
the basis of field-level investiga-
tion, statements of eyewitnesses
and victims, and examination of
relevant documents for 17 long
years," said Dr MA Hasan, con-
vener of the committee dedicated
to research on acts of genocide and
atrocities committedin 1971.

He said they are ready to place
all the necessary evidence and
documents once the government
forms a special tribunal to try the
war criminals.

“We have prepared thelistnotto
take revenge but to break the

 silence of impunity,” observed Dr

Hasan.

Gen AM Yahya Khan, former
president of Pakistan, Lt Gen Tikka
Khan, governor and martial law
administrator of the then East
Pakistan, Maj Gen Khadim Hussain
Raja, general officer commanding
(GOC) of the then East Pakistan,
Maj Gen Rao Forman Ali, adviser to

1 govemnor of the thenrBast Pakistan;

Gen Abdul Hamid Khan, the then
chief of staff of Pakistan army, Maj
Gen AO Mittha Khan, Gen SGM
Pirjadah, Gen Iftekhar Janjua, Brig
Jahanjeb Arbab and Lt Gen Amir
Abdullah Khan Niazi, the then
commander of Eastern Command,
are among the Pakistan military
personnel listed as war criminals.
No-one of the above mentioned
ones are in the service now.

According to the list and docu-
ments produced at the press con-
ference, Golam Azam met Yahya
Khan on June 19, 1971 and
requested him to “supply arms to
those who believe in the ideals of
Pakistan”. He also lauded the gov-
ernment for military crackdown in
the then East Pakistan.

He and Nizami led the proces-

[ftekhar urges
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Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) at the UN headquarters in
New York.

Alarge number of ministers and
senior officials attended the two-
day thematic debate organised by
the president of the General
Assembly.

The foreign affairs adviser said
global warming and climate
change are also adversely affecting
the MDGs achievements of many
LDCs.

"The increased risk of floods
and droughts caused by climate
change will lead to huge losses in
agricultural production, which will
further impede MDGs achieve-
ment,” he added.

The adviser said, "We must
ensure that their (LDCs") develop-
ment is sustainable and environ-
ment-friendly. We strongly feel that
like the Adaptation Board, there
should also be a Technology-
transfer Board.”

He further stressed that the

developed countries and develop-
ing countries must grant meaning-
ful duty-free and quota-free market
access to all products from all
LDCs, unilaterally and without
discrimination.
*This should be done by the end
of 2008, pending the conclusion of
the Doha Development Round,”
[ftekharadded.

Noab-BSP
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increase of the price of newsprint
by local manufactures Shahjalal
Newsprint of Bashundhara Group
and Capital Newsprint.

These companies have increased
the price of newsprint by as high as
Tk 10,000 per tonne. This huge price
hike will push the newspaper indus-
try to a grave financial crisis, Noab
President Mahbubul Alam and BSP
Acting President Abul Asad said in a
jointstatement yesterday.

They urged the local manufac-
turers to refrain from taking any
step that will put the newspaper

industryin jeopardy.

War criminals

sion brought out in Dhaka on April
12, 1971 to hail the formation of
'‘Peace Committee’.

Nizami was then the chief of
Islami Chhatra Sangha. Under his
supervision, paramilitary Al-Badr
Bahini was formed to eliminate
Bangalee intellectuals.

At the press conference, the
fact-finding body displayed clip-
pings of various newspapers pub-
lished in 1971 that speak volumes
about Jamaat leaders’ role against
the struggle forindependence.

In an article published in the
Daily Sangram, mouthpiece of
Jamaat-e-Islami, on November 14,
1971, Nizami wrote, “Look how
fortunate we are to have formed Al
Badr Bahini with help from
Pakistani army to bear the spirit of
BadrWar."

He continued, "Those days are
not far off when youths of Al Badr
will fight shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Pakistan army to defeat
the Hindu Bahini [the phrases
Jamaat used to refer to freedom
fighters] and Islam's flag will fly
across theworld.”

The caption of a photograph in
the Daily Azad of December 11,
1971 read, "Al Badr chief Mojahid
addresses a meeting arranged (o
warn those spreading propaganda
[against Pakistan].”

The committee at the press
conference said Nizami and
Mojahid were in the central leader-
ship of Al Badr while Imran,
Ashrafuzzaman Khan, Harun or
Rashid Shelly and Chowdhury
Mainuddin led Dhaka unit, Ajharul
Islam led Rajshahi [presently assis-
tant secretary general of Jamaat),
Ashraf Hussain Mymensingh and
Jamalpur, Kamaruzzaman Sherpur
and Jalil led Barisal unit.

Kamaruzzaman and 10 other
Badr Bahini members killed
Badiuzzaman. Hasanuzzaman, the
victim's brother, filed a case (No.
2/5/72 and GD No. 250/2/72) with
the Nalitabari Police Station in this
connection after the Liberation
War.

Ashrafuzzaman of Jamalpur,
who was one of the masterminds
behind the killings of intellectuals
in 1971, now lives in the United
States, Dr Hasan said.

Govt to take

FROM PAGE 16
chairTakatoshi Kato.

Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam told reporters earlier this
week that there are no conditions
attached to thisloan.

~~ The.$2177 milliop.laan would
have to be repaid withia three years
and three months to five years in
eight equal quarterly instalments
at0.5 percentinterest

Kato said damage to agriculture
sector from last year's floods and
cyclone would reduce growth this
fiscal year and the country’'s for-
eign exchange reserve has been hit
by a "substantial rise” in food
IMpoOrts.

He said the IMF loan is part of a
"crucial emergency assistance”
effort bydonors to finance required
imports while "allowing interna-
tional reserves to remain at about
three months of import coverage.”

Ensuring the pledged aid from
donors are effectively mobilised
and efficiently used will be crucial
for the ultimate success of the
recovery and reconstruction
programme, he said.

"A recovery in agricultural
production, reconstruction activ-
ity, and an improved business
climate should allow growth to
recover in 2009 fiscal year to
Bangladesh's medium-term
potential growth path,” said Kato.

Limited implementation capac-
ity and potential inflationary pres-
sures, however, were noted as
potential roadblocks to the eco-
nomic recovery. But the IMF said it
was ‘reassured” by the govern-
ment's decision to curtail domestic
financing.

Kato, also IMF's deputy manag-
ing director, said the loan was also
given to assist the government
recover from the loss of $2.7 billion
caused by last year's floods and
cyclone. He said it would take years
to repair the physical damage, while
the humanlossis irretrievable.

The Fund observed the govern-
ment after last year's disasters
allocated additional budgetary
funds to expand social safety nets
and increased funding for fertiliser
and fuel subsidies.

This additional spending was
kept within the 2008 fiscal year
budget through increased revenue
collection, reallocation of budget-
ary funds and additional foreign aid.

N Korea
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“straightforward” talking to calm
the atmosphere.

The agency was disclosing a
message delivered earlier to Seoul

by the North's chief delegate to
inter-Korean military talks,
Lieutenant-General Kim Yong-
Chol.

Kim last weekend vowed to cut
dialogue unless the South apolo-
gised for remarks by its new chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS), General Kim Tae-Young.

The North interpreted these as
authorising a preemptive military
strike.

Seoul's defence ministry on
Wednesday said the North was
twisting the JCS chief’s remarks
and told it to stop raising tensions.
The North Thursday dismissed that
response as "excuses.”




