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CELEBRATING LIFE

StanChart, Daily Star launch
film, photo, lyrics contest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Standard Chartered Bank and The
Daily Star jointly launched a con-
test styled 'Celebrating Life’ on
film, photography and lyrics (o
encourage new talents and project
a better image of Bangladesh by
highlighting its natural beauty and
cultural heritage.

Standard Chartered Chiel
Executive Officer (CEO) Osman
Morad and The Daily Star Editor and
Publisher Mahfuz Anam signed a
three-year agreement in this regard
at a press conference at Hotel
Sonargaon in the capital yesterday.

The contest on film includes a
short documentary and a fiction
film on the theme 'Knowing
Bangladesh Better'. The photogra-
phy contest will be on the theme
'‘Bangladesh -- My Love' taken
anywhere in Bangladesh except
Dhaka and the contest on lyrics,
both in Bangla and English, will be
onthesametheme

Separate jury boards compnsing
nine eminent personalities and
experts on different subjects will
judge the entries.

The winners of the contests will
be awarded in a mega event titled
'Celebrating Life' in Dhaka by the

end of July 2008.

Immediately afterwards, the
winning films will be screened on
Channel i. Audio cassettes and CDs
will be produced from the winning
lyrics with collaboration of music
houses.

Later, the same festival will be
replicated in 12 districts across the
country throughout 2008.

"We are optimistic about
Bangladesh. It is going to be a mid-
dle-income country in near future.
[t, however, involves not only finan-
cial issues, but also socio-cultural
aspects,” said Standard Chartered
CEO Osman Morad at the launch of
the contest.

The Daily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam said such a competition has
been organised to promote creative
artists who have tremendous con-
tribution to make towards nation-
building and improving the image
of the country and promoting her
culture and tradition.

Channel 1 Managing Director
Faridur Reza Sagar, film director
Tareque Masud, lyricist
Mohammad Rafiquzzaman,
Standard Chartered Bank's
Regional Head of Corporate Affairs,
South Asia, Shah Masud Imam and
festival coordinator Rafi Hossain

also spoke atthe press conference.

Film contest

Conlestants are invited to make
films depicting any aspect of
Bangladesh's nature, culture, life-
style, commerce and politics and
are encouraged to focus on rural
Bangladesh.

The length of the films should be
between 20 to 30 minutes and the
submissions must be in DVD format
for preview purposes. Only the win-
ners will be asked to provide master
copies of their films in DVCAM mas-
ter format. Submissions must be
original and unscreened works of the
filmmakers.

The best submissions will be
awarded in the following categories:
Best Documentary, Best Short
Fiction, Special Jury Award
Documentary, and Special Jury
Award Short Fiction. The awards for
two best films carry Tk 100,000 each
while the two special award films
will be given Tk 50,000 each.

The winning films will be
shown on Channel i and
screened in a touring festival
programme at the district level
throughout Bangladesh.
Eminent film directors have
shown interest to work closely
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CEO of Standard Chartered Bank Osman Morad, 3rd from left, and The Daily Star Editor and Publisher Mahfuz Anam,
2nd from right, exchange documents after signing an agreement on a film, photography and lyrics contest titled
‘Celebrating Life" at Hotel Sonargaon in the city yesterday, while lyricist Mohammad Rafiquzzaman, extreme left,
“festival coordinator Rafi Hossain, 2nd from'left, filnmaker Tareque Masud; 4th from*left, Shah Masud frmam of
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with the top two winners for
upcoming projects.

Photography contest

The contest titled 'Bangladesh -- My
Love' invites photographs taken
anywhere in Bangladesh except
Dhaka.

The entries should bring to light a
positive image of Bangladesh, based
on any specific district or region.
Participants are allowed to submit
any number of entries and the size of
the photographs can be either 16" x
20"0rl12"x16".

Tenwinners will receive certificates,
crests and cash prizes. The first prize
carnes Tk 25,000, while the first runner-
up will receive Tk 20,000 and the sec-
ond runner-up Tk 15,000. The other
winnerswill receive Tk 5000 each.

The winning photographs will be
featured in the district level festivals
across Bangladesh. The top three
winners of the photography competi-
tion will have an opportunity to work
withThe Daily Staras apprentices.

Lyrics contest

The contest is on the theme of
'‘Bangladesh -- My Love'. The con-
testants are encouraged to write
patriotic songs and the entries can
be in both English and Bangla.
Participants can also submit any
number ofentries.

Twelve winners will be selected
in two categories -- six for English
lyrics and six for Bangla lyrics --
and they will receive certificates,
crests and cash prizes,

The first prizes in both the
categories carry Tk 10,000 each
while the first runners-up in both
the categories will receive Tk 7,000
and the second runners-up Tk
5,000. The other winners will
receive Tk 3,000 each.

Renowned music directors will
compose songs based on the win-
ning lyrics, and young and veteran
singers will give voice to the songs,
which will be featured on cassettes
and CDs. The winning lyrics will
also be featured in district level
festivals throughout Bangladesh.

Dhaka-1215,byMay31, 2008.
'‘Celebrating Life' is being

organised by the Star Insight, a

fortnightly magazine of The Daily

~Star. Radie, foorti, Bapgladesh

info.com and Channel i are the
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The meeting of Zonta Intemational Dist
25, Area 2 will be held. Yenue: Anstocrat

Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 6:30pm.
Art exhibition

The opening ceremony of a six-day solo
art exhibition will be held. Venue: Drik
Gallery. Time: 4:30pm.

Public dialogue

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
organises a public dialogue on use of

tomorrow.

Chittagongdivisions in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-
try during the period, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 34.6 degrees Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Jessore and lowest 17.2 degrees Celsius at Syedpur.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:16pm today and rises at 5:46am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:
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ship programmes managed by the
Australian Agency for International

The sr.h:;larships provide fund-
ing for study at masters and doctor-

Up to 220 scholarships are being
offered to students globally to study
at Australian universities in 2009
including candidates from
Bangladesh. Scholarswillbe selected
from a highly competitive regional
pool on the basis of demonstrated
leadership qualities and academic
achievement, Sixteen scholars were
selected from Bangladeshin 2008.
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i War Crimes gacts Finding Cr

Dr M A Hasan discloses the names of war criminals at a press conference at WVA auditorium in the city yesterday.
War Crimes Facts Finding Committee organised the programme. On his right are Akku Chowdhury and Col (Retd)

Sajjadul Zahir. (Story on page 1)
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Jonojuddho
cadre killed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A rival party cadre of outlawed
Jonojuddho, one of the factions of
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP-ML), was slaughtered

at Dalka village under
Damurhuda upazila in Chuadanga
onWednesday night.

The wvictimm was identified as
Shamsur Rhman alias Kota, 45, son
of Abdus Sattar of the same village.

According to police, a gang of 10
to 12 Jonojuddho cadres went to
the house of Kotaatabout 12:00pm
and called him out.

They took Kota to Dalka-
Lakhmipur water body and slaugh-
tered there.

Police recovered the body in the
morning and sent to Chuadanga
Sadar Hospital.

One Ripon, introducing him as
leader of Jonojuddho yesterday,
claimed the responsibility for the
murder without giving any further

2nd Dhaka int'l edn
fair begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A four-day Second Dhaka
International Education Fair-2008
began yesterday at Bashundhara
City in the capital where admission
information of different public and
private universities are being
provided.

Over 55 local and foreign uni-
versities, education institutions
and related service providers have
participated in the biggest educa-
tion fair.

E3 Solutions (Extreme
Exhibition and Event Solution
Ltd) organised the fair at
Bashundhara Expo Centre, level
seven of the Bashundhara City
where about 100 booths are set up
for providing students and their
parents with necessary informa-

facilities offered by different pri-
vate universities and other educa-
tional institutions.

Representatives of different
foreign universities especially the
UK, the US, Malaysia, Cyprus,
Thailand, India, Australia, Ireland,
Poland and Singapore are also
present at the fair so that aspirants
can easily collect information and
gather knowledge about these
universities.

Novelist Imdadul Haque Milon
inaugurated the fair and said the
fair will help the students to design
their career paths.

The Daily Star, Channel-i and
the Ittefaq and Radio Today are the
media partners and BDJobs.com is
the web partner of the education
fair.

The fair remains open for
all from 10:00am to 8:00pm

Only MPs have right to stay in Nam flats

FROM PAGE 16

works asked the Parliament
Secretariat o cancel the Nam flat
allotment for the former lawmak-
ers. It also asked the secretariat to
direct the ex-lawmakers to apply to

mentare declared.

The government and the former . iSeeretariatand the housing minis-
lawmakers are now in a head-to- , .trywith thelawadviseras arbitrator., '

head position as the housing min-
istry had asked them to either
vacate the flats by March 31 or pay

officials of the Parliament

The speaker also proposed that
the issue could be referred to the

from 450 million to 800 million
dollars.”

"For these countries, where
food comprises from half to three

of most cereals over the past two
years has rippled through the price
chain, driving up the retail prices of
basic foods such as bread, meat
and milk.

Zoellick noted the real price of
rice last month had hit a 19-year
high and that of wheat rose to a 28~

year high.
The spiraling prices have forced

these countries have already
announced a series of incentives to

appreciate by 14.9 percentin 2008.
Production outlook is positive

towards the rice sector. Production
is expected to recover strongly in
Latin America.

Rice production in the
European Union is also expected to
rise while it may contractin Japan.

A dismal production is forecast
in Australia, considering low avail-
ability of water. A reduced crop is
also expected in the USA, mainly

face until the last quarter of the
year and the associated restrictions

Vietnam, four among the tradi-
tional rice exporting countries, as

reflects prospects of lower ship-
ments to Bangladesh, Indonesia
and the Islamic Republic of Iran,
as supply and demand situation in
those countries may ease some-
what compared with last year.
Recent sudden price rises
reflect the very limited supplies
available for sale, especially given
the wide range of restrictions

WAR CRIMINALS
Involve UN in

trial process
Says SCF president

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Sector Commanders' Forum (SCF)
President Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK
Khandaker yesterday said the mes-
sage from the discussion between
the foreign adviser and the UN
Secretary General on the issue of the
trial of war criminals is not clear.

"However, we are pleased that
the issue has been discussed at the
UN," he said.

The war hero said the govern-
ment must raise the issue at the UN
to involve the world body in the
process for the trial of war criminals.

If the UN gets involved in the
process, the trial will be acceptable
to all and the next governments
would not reject the trial, he said at a
discussion meeting at Pakulla in
Mirzapur as the chief guest.

Freedom fighters of the upazila
organised the discussion to mark
the 37th anniversary of Goran-
Satiachara Resistance Day.

The SCF president also said
those who feel proud to introduce
themselves as razakars like
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury are
mentally ill.

Former Awami League lawmaker
Dr Abdur Razzak Bhola, Workers'
Party leader Hazera Sultana,
Secretary of Peshajibi Samannaya
Parishad Dr Kamrul Hassan, Tangail
AL President Shamsur Rahman
Khan Shajahan, secretary Fazlur
Rahman Faruque and freedom
fighter Khandakar Abdul Baten also
spoke at the discussion presided
over by former AL lawmaker
Ekabbar Hossain.

Over 100
shanties
gutted in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 100 shanties were gutted at
Rayerbazar Pukurpar slum in the
city’ yesterday evening, leaving
several hundred people homeless.
Fire fighters from 11 units of the
Fire Service and Civil Defence

The entries should be submitted | details. tion on courses, programmes and everyday. (FSCD) fought for over two hours to
to Rafi Hossain, festival coordinator, putout the blaze.
AT The Daily Star, 19 Karwan Bazar, Fire Service officials said the fire

was originated from an earthen

stove at the slum at 6:20pm.
Affected people said most of

their valuables were burnt to ashes.

'+« Wimmesses said the h_tmlpm-—

- fall, however, helped the fire fight-

ers to extinguish the fire.
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Bazlur Rahman's

chehlum today

Chehlum of
journalist
- ! Bazlur Rahman
o will be held at

U his apartment
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