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Two Kashmir rebel

commanders
killed

AFP, Srinagar

Indian troops have dealt a fresh
blow to Kashmir's main rebel
group by killing two of its top com-
manders during a gun battle that
also left a soldier and a civilian
dead, police said yesterday.

The fighting erupted late
Tuesday when Indian troops,
backed by counter-insurgency
police, raided a hide-out near the
summer capital Srinagar.

"We have killed two top Hizbul
Mujahedin commanders,” said
Nitish Kumar, the police chief for
Anantnag district, where the clash
took place.

Hizbul Mujahedin, which wants
to fold Indian Kashmir into
Pakistan, is the main rebel group
fighting Indian rule over a part of
the Himalayan region.

Kumar identified the two com-
manders as “divisional com-
mander” Aslam Khan, alias Zia-ur-
Rehman, and “district com-
mander” Javaid Ahmad Lone, alias
Nazar.

Vote 'no' on charter, |
says Suu Kyi's party |

AP, Yangon

Myanmar democracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyi's opposition party
urged voters on Wednesday to reject
a military-backed draft constitu-
tion, saying it was undemocratic
and drafted under the junta's direct
control.

The National League for
Democracy said people should
participate "without fail" in a refer-
endum next month on the proposed
constitution and vote againstit.

It is the first time the party has
taken a clear position on the refer-
endum since it was announced by
the junta in February, although it
has previously criticised the pro-
posed charter. No exact date has
been set for the May vote.

"We urge the people from all
walks of life, ethnic nationalities
and their organizations to go to the
polling stations without fail and to
decisively casta 'no’ vote,” the party
said in astatement,

[t said the draft constitution was
drafted unilaterally by a group
hand-picked by the military govern-
ment, not by elected representa-
tives, and did not guarantee the
democratic and human rights
strongly desired by the people.

Critics of the proposed constitu-
tion, which is supposed to lead to
general elections in 2010, say it aims
to perpetuate military rule,

Other opponents of the junta
also have urged a rejection of the
charter, including the 88
Generation Students group and the
All Burma Monks' Alliance, which
were instrumental in organizing
mass pro-democracy protests last
year.

The leaders of the two groups are
mostly under arrest or in hiding, so
much of the campaign against the
constitution has been conducted
underground, with leaflets being
left at public places.

A referendum law issued by the
junta says anyone who distributes
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leaflets or makes speeches against
the referendum can be imprisoned
for three years,

The text of the proposed consti-
tution has not been publicly
released, but according to a copy
obtained by The Associated Press, it
enshrines the military's dominant
role in politics, bars Suu Kyl from
public office, and protects members
of the ruling junta from prosecution
for pastactions.

Myanmar has been without a
constitution since 1988, when the
current junta took power and
scrapped the previous charter after
violently quashing mass pro-
democracydemonstrations.

In the last elections in 1990, the
military refused to hand over power
to the National League for
Democracy when it won a landslide
victory. Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Suu Kyi, who is currently under
house arrest, has been in detention
without trial for more than 12 of the
past 18 years.
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This handout picture shows supporters and members of Myanmar's National League For Democracy (NLD) campaign
against the upcoming referendum on the new constitution in Yangon on March 27, 2008, Leaked copies of Myanmar's
new constitution show the military will receive sweeping powers that ensure its dominance even after elections.
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S Korea urges North to halt

AFP, Seoul

South Korea on Wednesday
rejected North Korean demands for
an apology over remarks by its top
general, and told Pyongyang to
stop raising tensions on the penin-
sula.

The defence ministry message
was Seoul's first official reaction to
a series of recent hostile moves and
angryrhetoric by Pyongyang.

The ministry said in a statement
that it sent a radio message to the
North's chief representative to inter-
Korean military talks, Lieutenant-
General KimYong-Chol.

Kim on Saturday had demanded
an apology for remarks by South

Korea's new chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Kim Tae-
Young. The North interpreted his
comments as hinting at a preemp-
tive military strike.

On Sunday the hardline com-
munist state's official media
repeated claims that Seoul was
planning a preemptive attack and
threatened to turm South Korea
into "ashes” inresponse.

On Tuesday official media
launched a barrage of insults
against new President Lee Myung-
Bak, terming him a US sycophant, a
traitorand a charlatan.

In the past week the North has
also expelled South Korean officials
from a joint industrial complex,

test-fired missiles and accused
Seoul of breaching a disputed sea
border.

The defence ministry message
said the North misinterpreted the
remarks.

"Our side has sincerely upheld
the non-aggression agreement
between the South and the North
and this position will not change in
the future,” Seoul's chief delegate
to the military dialogue, Major-
General Kwon Oh-Sung, said in the
message to his counterpart.

"Your intentional slander and
fostering of tension do not help
ensure peace and stability on the
Korean peninsula, and we urge you
toimmediatelystopsuchactivities.”
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"\ AFP
Member of the United Nations Human Rights Council and former human rights minister of Pakistan, Ansar Burney
(C) gives the traditional greeting at the Indo-Pak Wagah border yesterday. Burney is to take up the cases of those
Indians who are lodged in Pakistanijails and vice versa, especially those who have completed their jail sentence.
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SL. Particular's of Machinery
01. Capital Machineries 06 sets Sewing Machine (Brother brand)
02. 03 sets Cutting Machine (Brother brand)
03, 21 sets Single Jersey Circular Knitting Machine (Fukhama brand).
04. 9 sets Rib Circular Knitting Machine (Fukhama brand).
05. 258 sets One Needle Flat Ded Lock Stich Machine (Siruba brand).
06. 152 sets 3 Needle Flat Bed Lock Stitch Machine (Siruba brand).
07. 6 sets Flat Knmitting Machine
08. 50 sets High Speed Over Lock Machine (Siruba brand)
09. Generator, Boiler, Corrugated Machine, Lab Testing Machine,

10. Calendar Machine, Winch Machine etc.
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hostility

The South is always ready to talk
about peace and easing tensions, it
added.

President Lee, a conservative
who took office February 25, has
angered the North by adopting a
tougher line on relations after a
decade-long "sunshine” engage-
ment policy under liberal presi-
dents.

He sayshewilllinkeconomicaidto
the North's progress in nuclear disar-
mament and will raise its widely-
criticised human rights policy.

The vitriolic criticism of Lee was
the first since he took office. Local
media said it was the first named
attack on a Seoul president in eight
years.

12 killed in
Pak building
collapse

AFP, Multan

At least 12 people were killed and
26 others injured yest¢rday when a
two-storey building in central
Pakistan collapsed after gas cylin-
dersinside exploded, police said.

The incident happened in the
industrial city of Faisalabad after
gas started leaking from cylinders
stored inashop inside the building,
city police chief Aslam Tarin told
AFP.

"There was a huge explosion
which razed the building," he said.

At least 12 bodies have been
recovered from the rubble, he said,
adding thatatleast 10 of the injured
were in serious condition.

The victims were mostly truck
loaders who were sleeping in the
upper portion of the building, he
added.

Astro-comb’
helps search
for Goldilocks
Planet

AFP, London

Astronomers looking for Earth-like
planets orbiting distant stars have
been given a tool that should
hugely help their quest, a study
published on Wednesday in Nature
said.

A total of 277 planets beyond
our Solar System, known as
exoplanets, have been spotted
since the first one was detected 13
years ago.

But almostall ofthem have been

gas giants the size of our own unin- |

habitable Jupiter or even larger.

Just a tiny number have been
rocky planets, and none as inviting
as Earth. In general, they are big,
and orbit so searingly close to
massive stars that if they had any
atmosphere, it must have boiled
into space longago.

The search is now widening to
cooler stars and to the so-called
Goldilocks zone, where the tem-
perature is not too hot, not too cold
but just right to let a small rocky,
Earth-sized planet have liquid
water, aningredient for life.

But to do this requires a twelve-

fold refinement in the search tech- |
nique, which measures a "wobble”

in starlight, as seen from Earth, that
occurs when a planet exerts a
gravitational tug on the star.

The breakthrough may have
been found in a device called the
astro-comb, in which a pulsed laser
is used to filter the sample of star-
light before feeding the signal into
a spectrograph to measure the
frequencyof thelight "wobble.”

The gadget is put forward by a
team led Chih-Hao Li of Harvard
University.

The first astro-comb will be
installed in 2009 or 2010 with the

William Herschel Telescope on the |

CanaryIslands, they say.

"Astro-combs should revolu
tionise astrophysical spectros
copy,” theyclaim,

A newly declassified 2003 Justice
Department memo gave US mili-
tary interrogators broad authority
to use extreme methods in ques-
tioning al-Qaeda detainees, US
mediasaid yesterday.

The memo -- sent to the
Pentagon as it struggled to estab-
lish guidelines for its interrogators
-- argued that the US president's
wartime authority exempted them
from US and international laws
banning cruel treatment.

'If a government defendant

lawyers.

US govt memo authorised
extreme interrogation
methods of detainees

AFP, Washington with a list of approved interroga-
tion methods for use on detainees
at the US "war on terror” prison
camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Commander JD Gordon, a
Pentagon spokesman, told AFP
that the Pentagon's policy “is to
treat detainees humanely and that
has always been the case.”

Former defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld had been forced
in December 2002 to suspend a list
of aggressive téchniques due to
objections from senior military

But, largely because of the

paper quoted law professor and
former Justice Department coun-
sel Martin Lederman as saying.

“It created a world in which
everyone on the ground believed
the laws did not apply. It was a law-
freezone."

The newly released document is
similar to one written by the same
Justice Department official in
August 2002 giving the CIA expan-
sive authority to interrogate
detainees.

They are part of the legal frame-
work President George W. Bush's
administration built following the

were to harm an enemy combatant
during an interrogation in a man-
ner that might arguably violate a
criminal prohibition, he would be
doing so in order to prevent further
attacks on the United States by the
al-Qaeda. terrorist network," The
Washington Post cited the nwmo
assaying.

"In that case, we believe that he
could argue that the executive
branch's constitutional authority
to protect the nation from attack

memo, a Pentagon working group
approved in April 2003 the contin-
ued use of "extremely aggressive
tactics,” including stress positions,
nudity, exposure to dogs and
hooding, the Postsaid.

And although it was withdrawn
nine smonths afser it was Wrilten,
the Justice Department document
helped create the environment for
abuse of prisoners by US army
personnel at Abu Ghraib prison in
[raq, experts said.

theworld.

Patrick Leahy.

September 11, 2001 attacks in the
United States to detain and interro-
gate "enemy combatants” around

Congress in 2005 limited inter-
rogation tactics the Defence. |
Depagnént.can use, but no sum'ul what the Wcmﬂd
limiétavebeen placed on the CIK*{” doinJapan. -v .

The Bush administration has
still got other documents on inter-
rogation practices under lock and

key, according to Vermont Senator

justified hisactions.”

The 81-page legal opinion was
written at a time when the
Pentagon was trying to come up

"What else could have been the
source of belief in Iraq that the
gloves were off and all laws could
be disregarded with impunity?” the

"The administration continues
to shield several memos even from
members of Congress,” he said in a
statementTuesday.

AQ Khan calls his
detention 'illegal’,
demands freedom

P11, Islamabad

Pakistan's disgraced atomic scien-
tist AQ Khan, under house arrest
for the past four years after admit-
ting to proliferating nuclear tech-
pology, has said that he is under
"illegal detention” and hopes that
the new government will soon lift
restrictions on his movement.

"My health is deteriorating and
the claims of the government
about my physical well-being do
not carry weight,” 72-year-old
Khan said in probably his first
interview since his detention in
February 2004 with the Urdu news-
paper Nawa-i-Waqt

The main cause of his poor
health is his "solitary confine-
ment”, claimed Khan, who was
hospitalised briefly last month and
has undergone several medical
check-ups in the past few weeks.

Refuting the impression that he
had been detained due to security
concerns, he said: "Itis nothing but
only a lJame excuse by the govern-
ment.”

During the interview, which the
newspaper said was conducted
“through special means”, Khan ran
out of breath and had difficulty in
speaking.

Japan okays
transit visa for
Dalai Lama

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN/ ANN, Tokyo

The Japanese government has
granted a transit visa to the Dalai
Lama, who plans to make a stop-
over in Japan when he changes
planes at Narita Airport on a trip to
the United States, government
sources said Tuesday.

The Dalai Lama, the spintual
leader of Tibetan Buddhism, will
leave India on April 9 and arrive at
Narita Airport the next morning.
He will spend several hours at a
hotel near the airport then depart
for the United States the same day,
the sources said. In light of the
recent riots in the Tibet
Autonomous Region that have
sparked international criticism of
China for its crackdown on Tibetan
protesters, observers believe the
Chinese government. is nervous

= = &% t.r‘
Beijing considers the Dalai

Lama a separatist intent on gaining
independence for Tibet from
China.

However, Foreign Minister
Masahiko Komura said the govern-
ment had appropriately handled
the Dalai Lama's many previous

visits to this country.

INTERNATIONAL RE-TENDER NOTICE (3R° CALL) -

1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

2 Agency ICDDR, B

3 Procuring Entity Name Executive Director, ICDDR, B

4 Procuring Entity District Dhaka ; J

5 lnvitatior%or . Import of Materials for Vertical Extension and Renovation of Research and Hospital
Building, ICDDR,B, Mohakhali, Dhaka.

6 Invitation Ref No & Date Memo No. ICDDR, B/ Mohakhali / Procurement / 07/ 042 Date: 18.3.07

7 Procurement Method Open Ten:eggg :‘éeth;;:l

8 Budget and Source of Funds IDA throug 0 : et

9 Projgct (if applicable) Vertical Extension and Renovation of Research and Hospital Building - ICDDR,B,
Dhaka, Bangladesh

10 Tender Package Number & Name Package No.Z:

Lot-2: G.l. Frame, C-stud & U-truc.

Lot-3: Door Closer and Door Lock

Lot-5: Glass

Lot-7: Sanitary Goods

11 Mode of Payment Through Letter of Credit (L/C)
12 Tender Publication Date 2 April, 23338
13 Tender Last Selling Date 18 May, e
14 Tender Closing Date and Time 19 May, 2008 T!me: :12{; :ours
15 Tender Opening Date and Time 19 May, 2008 Time: 11: ours
16 Name & Address of the office(s) Address = ‘
- Selling Tender Document Treasury Unit, 2™ fioor, Hospital Building, ICDDR,B, r_s.ﬂlohakhah, Dhaka.
- Receiving Tender Document Procurement & Materials Office, ICDDR,B, Mohakhalf_ Dhaka.
- Opening Tender Document Procurement & Materials Office, ICDDR,B, Mohakhali, Dhaka. 3P o
17 Eligibility of Tenderer (i) The tenderers shall be Manufacturers / Sole Agents / Sole Distributors from eligible
source countries. : *

(ii) All prices shall be on C&F Chittagong by sea freight basis (Cost of items and
freight to be specified) b ) :

(iii) Tenderers / Suppliers abroad shall have a minimum 02 pwo) years of specific
experience in the supply of similar importable goods / matenal§ to Bangladesh . .

(iv) Tenderer, if local agent / distributor may submit price quotation on behaﬂf of thgu'
respective vendor abroad, supported by Proforma Invoice. Successfutl bndt_jer. in
case of local agent / distributor must submit “Indent” having valid registration for
opening L/C infavour of their Principal abroad by the purchaser.

(v) Tenderers may submit price quotation either for individual lot or for any
combination of lots and prices quoted shall correspond to 100% of the items and
quantities specified for each lot.

| ificati f Lots, Tender Security, Completion Time and Price of Tender Document ' '
18 Ilfhimlﬁcaﬂ?;eitiﬁc:ﬁon Location Tender Security Amount in Completion Price of
Nu ' BDT or equivalent foreign Time Tender
% currency (by Pay Order / Document (in
Bank Guarantee) ‘ cash)
Lot-2 G.l. Frame, C-stud & U-truc. ICODR,B Lot-2 Tk. 40,000.00 90 (ninety) BDT. 3000.00
Lot-3 Door Closer and Door Lock 68, Shaheed Lot-3 Tk. 08,000.00 days from or
Lot-5 Glass Tajuddin Lot-5 Tk. 14,000.00 date of ; USS 43.00
| - -7 Tk. 32,000.00 opening o
" t-7 Sanitary Goods Ahamed Sa(ani Lot-7 ,
| - b Mohakhali, L/C.
| Dhaka-1212
1' Bangladesh
.19 Name of Official Inviting Tender M. Alam
! ;O Designation of Official Inviting Tender Procurement Specilalist, Gyanaloy Project, ICDDR,B,
| Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
i~ D4 Address of Official Inviting Tender 68. Shaheed Tajuddin Ahamed Sarani, Mut;jak;ali. Dhaka12 12, Bangladesh
| Tel: (8802)8860523-32 Fax: (8802)9860620 | e.mail
| 22 Contact details of Official Inviting Tender 1 ( ) i e sl
| 23 The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders. =
| o
| &) 2
| \.)) ICddl',b M. Alam . ‘
KNOWLEDGE FOR Procurement Specialist, Gyanaloy project
GLOBAL LIFESAVING SOLUTIONS _-L
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