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AFP, Hong Kong

Asian stocks closed mostly
higher Tuesday but gains were
capped amid mixed sentiment
in the international economy,
and after further subprime
related losses were announced.

Trading in banking and

finance stocks were hit late in
the day after Swiss banking
giant UBS wrote down 19 bil-
lion dollars in subprime-
related losses.
“'Asian benchmarks had
received some support after
the US posted modest gains
Monday as investors digested a
regulatory overhaul proposal
and a better-than-expected
report on economic activity in
the Midwest.

Investors pored over plans
announced by Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson which
would allow the Federal
Reserve oversight of Wall Street
securities firms that now have
access to the central bank's
emergency lending facilities.

Gains in US stocks followed
and this helped Tokyo to shrug
off a gloomy business survey,
that suggested Asia's largest
economy might be headed for
a recession, and close 1.74

percenthigher.

Hong Kong was up 1.26
percent, Wellington gained
1.82 percent while Sydney rose
a milder 0.1 percent as Seoul
closed steady. Singapore rose
1.0 percent, Bangkok gained
0.77 percent and Kuala Lumpur
was up 0.20 percent,

But fears of a US recession
continued to underpin nega-
tive sentiment and this along
with a possible further tighten-
ing of monetary policy in China
resulted in Shanghai tumbling
4.13 percent.

A spike in inflation resulted
in Jakarta slumping 2.2 per-
cent, Taipei shed 1.78 percent
and Manila was oft 0.5 percent.
Mumbai was down 0.11 per-
cent.

TOKYO: Japanese share
prices rebounded by more than
one percent, shrugging off a
sharp drop in business confi-
dence as investors took their
cue from an overnight rally on
Wall Street.

The Nikkei-225 index rose
130.88 points to 12,656.42.
Volume fell to 1.74 billion
shares from 1.83 billion shares
Monday.

Investors took their cue
from Wall Street where US
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Asian stocks close higher

stocks posted modest gains
Monday after a surprise
improvement in business
activityin the US Midwest.

MUMBAIL: Indian share
prices ended marginally lower
as banks fell off early gains after
a disclosure by Swiss banking
giant UBS of a subprime-
related write down of 19 billion
dollars.

Dealers said rising local
inflation concerns saw inves-
tors lock in gains.

The Sensex fell 17.82 points
t015,626.62.

The markets were choppy
on concerns of a tighter mone-
tary policy after the central
bank governor Y.V. Reddy said
on Monday "necessary steps”
would be taken to curb rising
inflation.

HONG KONG: Hong Kong
share prices closed higher, up
1.26 percent, as institutional
investors bought up large-
caps, a move that countered
weak sentiment on the
Shanghai bourse.

The Hang Seng index closed
up 288.26 points at 23,137.46.
Turnover was 78.03 billion
Hong Kong dollars (10.03 bil-
lion US).

SHANGHALI: Chinese share

prices fell 4.13 percent led by
property and financial stocks
amid fresh concerns of more
monetary tightening mea-
sures.

Dealers said investors were
unsettled after the central bank
said Monday it would continue
to tighten monetary policy as
credit and liquidity were still
growing too quickly and fixed-
asset investments were
rebounding,

[nflation, which hit a near
12-year high of 8.7 percent in
February, has also stoked con-
cerns of another interest rate
hike.

The Shanghai Composite
Index closed down 143.55
points at 3,329.16 on turnover
of 73.1 billion yuan (10.4 billion
dollars).

SINGAPORE: Singapore
share prices closed 1.30 per-
cent higher, tracking modest
gains in US stocks after the
worst quarterly performance
in five years.

Dealers said a better-than-
expected economic report on
factory activity in the United
States Midwest region boosted
sentiment but pessimism
about the health of the US
economy remained.

BANK ASIA

Syed Anisul Hug, president and managing director of Bank Asia, poses for photographs with partici-
pants of the bank's foundation training course at the concluding ceremony in Dhaka Thursday.
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Toyota announces
new engine plant
in northern Japan

AFP, Tokyo

Japan's largest automaker
Toyota Motor Corp. on Tuesday
announced a plan to build a
new engine factory in northern
Japan with an investment of 50
billion yen (500 million dol-
lars).

It will be the fifth domestic
engine plant for Toyota, which
has seen strong growth in
recent years, company officials
said.
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Ghulam Akbar Chowdhury, chairman of South Asia Insurance

Company, presides over the 8th annual general meeting of the com-
pany in Dhaka recently. Vice Chairman AHM Mahtabuddin and
Managing Director Monjurul Haque were also present at the AGM.

APOLLO HOSPITALS
Ed L. Hansen, chief executive officer of Apollo Hospitals Dhaka, and

Faizul Islam Selim, president of Gulshan Club Ltd, sign a corporate
agreementin Dhaka recently. Under the deal, the club members will
get special medical services from the hospital.

Following Is yesterday's (April 1, 2008) foreign exchange rate statement by
Standard Chartered Bank.

Major currency exchange rates Exchange rate of some currencies

BCSaH TT Buy PerUSD BDTper
US dollar 69.20 68.20 Currency

Euro 110.69 106.06

Indian rupee 39.98 1.72
Pound 13879 13362 pay rupes 6270 1.0
Australian dollar 64.67 60,98 Lankanmpee 107.90 0.64
;ﬂﬂ_ﬂ“‘;??"" 3-17;0 sg:g Thai baht 3146 219
gyt - %Y Malaysian ringgit 3.18 2165
Swedish kroner 12.46 10.93 oy ‘
Canadian dollar 69 .04 6597 USD!DmrdﬂtHﬂgimEtBDT
Singapore dollar 51.49 49.32
UAE ditham 18.99 1842 'M baAS DAY
Saudiriyal 1859 1804 ZM 68.68 69.78
Danish kroner 15.45 1400 3M 68,96 70.15
Kuwaiti dinar 257 A7 25170 6M 69.83 71.30

* All currencies are quoted against BDT

* Rates may vary based on nature of transaction
Local Market FX

Local inter-bank FX markel was active on Tuesday. The market slightly tightened as demand for
dollar rose. The BDT remained almost unchanged against the USD.

Money Market

Money market was active on Tuesday. The call money market was a little tight and most deals

*The forward rates are indicative only and fied
dated.

ranged between 8.50-20.00 percent compared to 8.50-13.00 percent on the previous working day.
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Chittagong Port

Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 1/4/2008

Berth  Name of Cargo L.Pot Local Date of Leaving Import
No. vessels call agent armval disch
J2 Asraf-a-Moslafa Gi Yang Cla 2813 L 959
J5  Titan-7 Rice(p)  Viza Pmi 3003 43 -
J6 Merkur Bridge Cont Sing Apl 3R Y4 -
W7 Xin Tong Yu-108 Rice(p) Yang Cosco 013 214 1940
J/8 Phu My Conl Sing Ipd 33 Ja -
J9 Xpress Manasiy Cont Haid Seacon 3013 114 197
J10  Dongtal Fortune Cont Col Seacon 3013 1/4 201
J1Z  OelSingapore Cont Sing Seacon 293 114 28
413 OelExcelence Cont P Kel Pssl 2913 1/4 140
Ca/d  Yong Yue-8 Cont Kol Qcsl 313 1/4 -
Ccl2  BangaBorak Cont P.Kel Bandhi 303 34 -
Cct/3  Josoo View Conl P.Kel Rsl nn ¥4 -
RmM3  Ama-3 Cpo Mal Jnship 14 24 -
Vessels due at outer anchorage date; 1/4/2008
Name of vessels Dale of L. Pon Local Type of Loading
arrival call agert carno ports
Full Rich 24 Hald Barwil Ge(sL BY) -
Surreal 24 Mongo P Reganr =
Tabago Bay 114 Sin Mbd! Cont Pp
BoTong Gang 14 Fang Unique 7700 Tsp 949 5. Ash
glad:Rom 1/4 Sing Psal C. Clink -
ubulti 24 Sing JH Scraping -
Shwe Thara Phu 34 Yang Td Rice(p) -
Lexa 24 Vict Rsship Scrapng -
Banga Bortl 24 Col Baridhi Cont Col
Phu Tanl 24 Pl Bsca Cont Sing
Kota Raja 2/4 Sing Pil(bd) Cont Sing
Marvel 24 Col Pssl Cont Srg
Lantay Beach 4/4 P kel Ocsl Cont Sing
Banga Barta 34 Yangoon Bdship Rice -
Pagan 24 Yang Mta Rice(p) —
Eagle Pride 34 Yangoon Ct Cont Sng
Sona Y4 Yang Mutual Gilog) e
ChiYun 34 Peng Cosco Tsp =
Tanker due
Al Kuwaitiah 14 Kuwa Mstpl Hsd 3
High Glow 1/4 Kuwa Msipl Hsd e
Gas Colombia 1/4 Kaki Mol Ammoniz K(a)
Chun Feng 2/4 Indo Wih Cpo 0
Smooth Sea-6 34 Irdo Ursdev Cpo Rm/4
Zhong Ye-5 A4 Indo Rysl Cpo Rm/3/4
Smooth Sea-3 54 Betwa Pol Cpo Rm/4
Vessels at Kutubdia
Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
‘ call . agent amva
Outside port limit
Wira Keris 5 = Ibsa Ria (01/04)
Federal-i Crude OF Rast Dsl 273
Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready
Tabtim Cpo Beia Pl o3
Banga Bira| Cont Sing Bdship K& )
Fratemity Wisdom Gislc) Sing Everett A
Cape Henry Cont Col Al 3173
Eagle Pioneer Cont P Kel Ct 14
Vessels not ready
Al Sabiyah Hsd/sko Kuwa Mstpi 2073
Yan Shui Hu Hsd/ms Kuwa Mstpl 2913
Banglar Urmi Urea(beic) Kant Pmi 3103
Chin Shwe Haw Rice(p) Yang Mta 144

The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet

of CPA supplied by jifc: Family, Dhaka.
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