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N Korea slams South’s Lee,
rebuffs his overture

THE KOREA HERALD/ ANN, Seoul

In its strongest attack yet against
the new Seoul administration,
North Korea yesterday for the first
time directly denounced President
Lee Myung-bak and blasted his key
North Korean policies.

"We will have no choice but to
shift our measures if the (South)
continues to stomp on the North-
South declarations and obey the
outside forces, which will lead onto
the road of confrontation,” said an
editorial in the Rodong Shimun, a
state-controlled newspaper.

Calling Lee a "rebel,” the edito-
rial said, "The Lee Myung-bak
administration must take full
responsibility for bringing about
an irrecoverable catastrophic
situation and damaging the peace
and security of the peninsula with
their pro-US and anti-North
manoeuvres.”

The editorial was the latest in a
series of verbal and physical threats
that the North has been making
since last week. It was also the first
time that the North Korean mouth-
piece directly mentioned Lee
Myung-bak, whose name
appeared a total of 49 times in the
editorial.

"The North's recent moves
appear to be not just simple provo-
cations, but actions being taken
strategically and under calcula-
tion. The North is basically pushing
the new South Korean administra-
tion to return to the engagement
policy of the past 10 years," said
professor Kim Sung-han of Korea
University.

The South Korean government
had not commented on the North's
latest remarks as of press deadline.
The administration has main-
tained that its policy is to respond
pragmatically and in a "low-key”"
manner to the North,

After expelling South Korean
government officials from
Gaeseong industrial park
Thursday, the North test fired three
short-range missiles into the West
Sea. The North Korean military
then demanded an apology for the
comments made by Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Gen. Kim Tae-
young on North Korea's nuclear
faciliies. Over the weekend, the
North warned of a preemptive
strike, taking issue with the alleged
"anti-peace” policies of the conser-
vative Lee Myung-bak administra-
tion.

The Rodong Shinmun serves as
a mouthpiece of the North Korean
authorities, especially in unofh-
cially relaying their messages to
outside world. This time, the news-
paper added weight to its message
by attributing the editorial to a
"commentator” rather than a
"contributor,” as was usually its
practice, sources said.
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Finnish FM
forced out
after SMS
Scandal

AFP, Helsinki

Finnish Foreign Minister Ilkka
Kanerva was forced to quit his job
yesterday after he admitted bom-
barding a strippér with mobile
phone text messages of a sexual
nature, his party announced on

Tuesday.
The conservative National

Coalition Party appointed
Alexander Stubb, a 40-year-old
member of the European parlia-
ment, as his successor, after weeks
of speculation about Kanerva's
private life and his political future,

Party leader Jyrki Katainen
finally withdrew his support for
Kanerva on Tuesday, saying the
SMS scandal had tainted the for-
eign minister's credibility.

“Kanerva has not kept his prom-
ise tonotlethis private life interfere
with his political" life, Katainen
told reporters in Helsinki.

40 protesters

convicted in
secret Myanmar
trials: Amnesty

AFP, Bangkok

At least 40 protesters in Myanmar,
including seven Buddhist monks,
have been sentenced to prison
after secret trials over last year's
pro-democracy marches, Amnesty
International said yesterday.

In September, Buddhist monks
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A group of Zimbabweans read a local newspaper, The Herald, looking for results of the weekend election in the Mbere sub-
urb of Harare yesterday. Zimbabwe's opposition Movement for Democratic Change remained in the lead over President

Robert Mugabe's ZANU-PF on Tuesday, winning more than a quarter of the parliamentary seats after weekend polls.

Zimbabwe nervously

awaits vote results

AFP, Harare

Zimbabwe anxiously awaited yes-
terday the first results from its presi-
dential election as the opposition
nosed ahead of Robert Mugabe's

dency between 84-year-old
Mugabe and MDC leader Morgan
Tsvangirai as well as long shot
candidate Simba Makoni, an ex-

released, having expected ZANU
PF to be wiped out as a backlash to
the economic meltdown which has

blighted the country:.

Two killed in

militant attack
in Pakistan

AFP, Mingora

finance minister.
The electoral

commission

ruling party in the official count in
the contest for parliament.

With over halfof the results from
131 of the 210 constituencies
announced, the Movement for
Democratic Change had won 67
parliament seats while Mugabe's
Zimbabwe African National Union

meanwhile urged voters to remain
patient, giving no word on when it

The situation is slightly compli-
cated by a split in MDC ranks, with
five of the newly-elected lawmak-

ers belonging to a faction at odds

Pakistani Taliban militants
ambushed a van carrying pro-
government tribal elders in a
northwestern region, killing two
tribal leaders and wounding seven
others on Tuesday, police said.

The elders were returning to
Mingora, the main town in the
insurgency-hit Swat region, in an
official van that authorities had
earlier retrieved from rebels who
hijacked it several months ago.

“The militants were unhappy
with the efforts of the tribal elders
to recover stolen official vehicles
through a jirga (council)," police
officer Humayun Khan said.

Police had Jaunched a hunt for
an unknown number of suspects,
headded.

Swat, a picturesque valley nestled
in the towering Hindu Kush moun-
tain range, was a leading tourist spot
until last year when a pro-Taliban
cleric launched a campaign for
Islamic Sharialawin the area.

[ndian police
gun down
8 Maoists

AFP, Ranchi

Police killed eight Maoist rebelsin a
firefight in India's eastern
Jharkhand state, an official spokes-

would start announcing the presi-
dential results.

Cashing in on demand for infor-
mation, vendors sold copies of the
state-run Herald, the country's
only daily newspaper, for three
times the official cover price. The

with Tsvangirai's leadership.

Based on its own calculations,
the MDC is confident that it has
clearly won both the presidential

and parliamentary contest

However a respected coalition

man said Tuesday.

Security forces raided the Ranka

forest overnight from Monday to
Tuesday after receiving a tip, police
spokesman Raj Kumar Mallik said.

"The security personnel

rounded up the Maoist rebels and

spearheaded the biggest anti-
asked them to surrender. The

government protests in Yangon in
nearly 20 years, but the military

of NGOs which deployed some
8,000 local election observers has
projected Tsvangirai will fall just

- Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) trailed
slightly with 64.
Despite calls from foreign gov-

front-page headline read: "ZANU-
PEMDC in tightcontest”.
Some voters have expressed
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Protesters hold placards in support of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) during a demonstration in Istanbul
yesterday. Turkey's top court has agreed to rule on whether the governing AKP party should be banned for anti-
secular activity, inacase that could threaten national stability and Ankara's bid to join the EU.

regime violently suppressed the
movement by opening fire on
crowds and beating people in the

streets.

Officially, more than 3,000 |

people were arrested during the
crackdown. The junta says the vast
majority have been released.

ernments, there was still no official
word on the battle for the presi-

scepticism about the parliamen-
tary results that have so far been

short of the votes needed to deliver

a knock-outblowto Mugabe.

gun battle eight rebels were
killed," he said.
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_ Ahis was a big surprise to us," | | 97336 ggggg 10740 12549 13819 15555 17580 18B2S 21335 23696 25634 27668 29983 31516 33202 34340 35859
said lead author Mark Aldenderfer | | 37342 08509 10744 12553 13841 15635 17583 18828 21377 23698 25645 27680 30083 31525 33225 34341 35909
| i 4 10755 12559 13843 15643 17591 18836 21424 23702 25727 27692 30096 31531 33236 34357 35916
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