AFP, Hong Kong
Asian stocks closed mostly lower
on Monday, in volatile trade, with
sellers stung by negative sentiment
from last week's falls on Wall Street
Meinning a tug-of-war battle with
bargain hunters.
4 US stock markets closed lower
Friday after a government survey
showed American consumers had
led in their belts a few notches
ast month amid lingenng eco-
gomic uncertainty:

A profit warning from the giant
retailer JC Penney also depressed
US investor optimism and this
dmpacted on sentiment in Asia,
where bargain hunters had
recently been scouring the markets
forgood buys.

Tokyo shed 2.3 percent, Hong
Kong fell 1.88 percent, Shanghai
'was down 3.0 percent, Mumbai
ll.‘ll.l_ﬂ]biﬂd 4.44 percent, Jakarta was
off 1.2 percent, Bangkok fell 0.99
percent, Kuala Lumpur was 0.9
percent lower and Sydney eased 0.1
pcrcent

Singapore closed 0.81 percent
Weaker and Taipei was down 0.59

percent but Seoul closed steady
while bargain hunting helped
Manila to a 1.0 percent gain as
Wellington rose 0.67 percent.

Key US economic data expected
to grab market attention this week
includes March figures for non-
manufacturing activity, and the
March employment data.

TOKYO: Japanese share prices
tumbled 2.30 percent, hit by losses
on Wall Street late last week and by
caution ahead of a key survey of
domestic business confidence.

Dealers said a drop in Japanese
industrial output did little to lift
sentiment as investors adjusted
positions on the last day of the
fiscal year.

The Nikkei-225 index declined
294.93 points to 12,525.54.
Turnover rose to 1.84 billion shares
from 1.8 billion shares on Friday.

Investors took a cautious stance
ahead of the release Tuesday of the
Bank of Japan's closely watched
Tankan survey, which is expected
to show a marked deterioration in
business sentiment, dealers said.

MUMBALI: Indian share prices
plunged 4.44 percent as sentiment
weakened on discouraging US
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on Wall Street's lead

economic data and rising local
inflation concerns.

Dealers said the market was
weighed down on concerns of a
tighter monetary policy after
India's finance minister P
Chidambaram said at the weekend
the government will take all steps
to lower inflation, even if it slows
down economic growth.

The Sensex fell 726.85 points to
15,644 .44,

“Investors unwound positions
unclear of global trends and the
possibility of tighter monetary
policy to lower inflation,” said
Advait Date, dealer with brokerage
BHH Securities.

HONG KONG: Hong Kong share
prices closed lower, down 1.88
percent, on profit-taking after
gains last week, with Wall Street's
falls and weak US economic data
prompung caution.,

Dealers added that A-share
drops in Shanghai also weighed on
sentiment, as investors took cash
after shares jumped 10.3 percent
last week, the strongest perfor-
mance of the month.

The Hang Seng index closed
down 436.75 points at 22,849.20.

Turnover was 74.50 billion Hong
Kongdollars (9.57 billion US).

SHANGHAIL: Chinese share
prices closed 3.00 percent lower as
speculation about the introduction
of market-friendly policies by the
government receded.

Dealers said rumours about a
cut in the stamp duty and other
potential policies prompted a
surge in the stock market last
Friday, but those hopes faded after
confirmation of the speculation
failed to materialise over the week-
end.

The Shanghai Composite Index
closed down 107.43 points at
3,472.71 on turnover of 66.8 billion
yuan (9.6 billion dollars).

SINGAPORE: Singapore share
prices closed 0.81 percent lower on
profit-taking, with concerns over a
slowing US economy weighing on
marketsentiment.

The Straits Times Index closed
down 24.54 points at 3,007.36 on
volume of 1.61 billion shares worth
2.19 billion Singapore dollars (1.59
billion US).
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SouthAsia Enterprise
Development Facility

[

PAPER RHYME

Representatives from Bangladesh Engineering Industries Owners' Association, Bangladesh Electrical
Merchandise Manufacturing Association, and Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry of
Malaysia pose for photographs at a function in Dhaka on Sunday. The SouthAsia Enterprise Development
Facility of IFC has brought them together as part of IFC's initiative to promote and develop Bangladesh's light

Islami Bank
celebrates
silver jubilee

Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited
celebrated its 25th founding anni-
versary on Sunday, says a press
release.

186 branches, 10 zonal offices
and head office were decorated
with different colourful banners,
posters and festoons on the occa-
sion.

Clients were greeted with flow-
ers. Customers and well-wishers
expressed their cordial greetings to
the executives, officers and
employees of the bank.

Prof Abu Nasser Muhammad
Abduz Zaher, chairman of the
Board of Directors, and M
Fariduddin Ahmad, executive
president of the bank, expressed
their gratefulness to the Allah for

ISLAMI BANK BANGLADESH

A business partner offers a bouquet of flower to M Fariduddin
Ahmad, executive president of Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited, on
the occasion of silver jubilee celebration of the bank on Sunday.
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SONY
Rangs Electronics Limited known as Sony-Rangs has launched
new sales programme named ‘'audio united'. The programme will
continue till April 15, 2008. Deputy Managing Director of Rangs
Electronics Limited J. Ekram Hussain, Henry Lee-RMD Sony
Singapore, and Casey Teo-Master Trainer RMD Sony Singapore,

among others were present atthe launching function.

Currency

Following is Monday's (March 31, 2008) forex trading statement by Standard
Chartered Bank.

Major currency exchange rates

Bc Sell TTBuy PerUSD BDTper
US dollar 69.20 68.20 Currency

Exchange rate of some currencies

Euro 110.96 106.33

Indian rupee 39.68 1.73
Pound 13968 134 .49 Pakmpee 62 85 1.09
JEPEHESE}'EH 0N 0.68 Thai baht 31 55 718
Swiss franc 70.89 66.55 Malaysian ringgit 3.19 2158
Swedish kroner 12.48 10.94
Canadian dollar 69.03 65906 YUSDforwardrateagainstBDT
Singapore dollar 51.44 4927
UAE dirham 18.99 1842 M i e
Saudiriyal 18.59 18.04 2M 68.70 68.78
Danish kroner 15.49 1374 3M 69.01 63.15
Kuwait dinar 25598 25237 6M 69.92 70.30
Local Market FX

Local inter-bank FX market was active on Monday as international markels opened
after the weekend break. The market slightly tightened as demand for dollar rose. The
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Chittagong Port
Berthing position and performance of vessels as ond 1/3/2008
Berth  Name of Cargo L. Port local  Daleof leaving Import
No vossels call agent amval disch
2 Asraf-a-mostafa Gi Yang Cla 23 14 1698
3 Jai Veldal Meenakshi Rice(g) Kand Asd 223 14 976
J4 Shwe Zay Yar Aung Rice(p)  Pateh Td 253 14 802
7 Xin Tong Yu-108 Rice(p) Yarg Cosco 308 W4 -
V8 San Mateo Vehs Sing Nyk LB 14 -
9 Xpress Manashy Cont Hald Seacon 3003 14 -~
J10  Dongtal Fortune Cont Col Seacon 303 1M 524
M2  OelSingapore Cont Sing Seacon 293 14 595
V13 Oel Excellence Cont P. Kol Pss! 293 14 337
N1 Banga Lanka WhdCont Col Baidhi 193 313 -
Doy  Pacific Ruby Naptha  Had Pide 293 14 -
Vessels due at ouler anchorage date: 31/3/2008
Name of vessels Daleof L Port Local Type of Loading
amival  call agent cargo ports
Yong Yue-8 nn Kol Qcsl Cot Sing
Chin Shwe Haw 114 Yang Mta Rice(p) -
Fratemity Wisdom nn Sing Everett Gi(sl.c) -
Banglar Urmi R M Pmi Urea(boic) -
Phu My 1A Sing Ipl Cont Sing
Josco View 3R P kel Rl Cont Sing
Eagle Ploneer 14 P Kel 1 Cont Yangoon
Full Rich 1/4 Hald Barwil Gi(st. Bd) -
Surreal 1/4 Mongo Pmi Repar -
Bo Tong Gang 14 Fang Unique 7700 Tsp 949S.Ash
Black Rose 14 Sing Psal C.Cink -
Pagan VA Yang Mta Foce(p) o
Banga Borti 24 Cbo Baridhi Cont Cd
Tabago Bay 144 Sin Mbd Cont Pp
Tanker due
Ama-3 A Mala Jnship Cpo Rm/3
A Kuwaitiah 14 Kuwa Msipl Hsd -
High Glow 144 Kuwa Mstpl Hsd -
Chun Feng 24 indo Wi Cpo -
hong Ve-5 44 indo Rys! Cpo Rmvv4
Smooth Sea-3 54 Bebwa Pol Cpo Rv4
Vessels at Kutubdia
Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
call agent amval
Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready
Tabtim Cpo Bela Pol 2803
Banga Borak Cont P.Kel Bandhi 303
Banga Biraj Cont Sing Bdshp A
Merkur Bridge Cont Sing Al 313
Vessels not ready .
Al Sabiyah Hsd/sko Kuwa Mstpl 203
Yanshuithu Hsd/ms Kuwa Mstpl 2973
Titan-7 Rice(p) Viza Pmi 3073
Vessels awaiting employment / instruction
Analofia Repair - Rsship R/a (20/2)
Alexi-ii Idie Chin Umi 63
Fokus - - Hsa R/a(2873)
Rahman-noor-rahim - - Cla R/a(2973)
Banglar Mamata - - Bsc Ria(2773)
Vessels not entering
Sarim C.Clink - Litmond R/a (25/3)
Vonosipiroshellas Mop(p) Pireus Litmond 211
Madina-ke-chand Raw Sugar Kaki Cla 2313
SantaBarbara C. Ciink Kant Uniship 2473

-

- " syea 2= - : - . . : ; The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berfrang sheet
engineenng sector by faClIltﬂt]ng effective business llﬂkﬂges with the gk}ba[ SUpply chain. the progress so farachieved. BDT remained almost unchanged against the USD. of CPAsupplied by Fizc: Family, Dhaka.
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