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BCB not to renew
Shaun's contract

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) has decided not to extend
the contract of Shaun Williams.

The Australian joined the board
as a national game development
manager but later acted as interim
coach of the national team follow-
ing the departure of Dave
Whatmore.

Under his guidance Bangladesh
toured Sri Lanka and then took part
in the first-ever Twenty20 World
Championship of Cricket in South
Africa.

After Jamie Siddons's appoint-
ment as national coach, Shaun was
made assistant coach of the Tigers
but the board conveyed the deci-
sion to Williams after a recent
meeting that they would not renew
his contract.

However, Williams will continue
to perform his responsibilities
under the existing contract till June
this year.

The board acknowledged
Williams' immense contribution to
the development of Bangladesh
cricket as the BCB's national game
development manager and as
coach and assistant coach of the
national team.

India warned
over WC

AFP, Lausanne

India are in serious danger of losing
the right to host field hockey's
men's World Cup in 2010, the world
governing body warned on
Monday.

The International Hockey
Federation (FIH), worried at
India's falling standards, devised a
"Promoting Indian Hockey" pro-
ject last year to raise standards in
the country's national sport.

FIH president Els van Breda
Vriesman warned Indian officials
they could miss hosting the 2010
World Cup in New Delhi if the
project was not implemented
immediately.

And the issue and the organisa-
tion of the World Cup were again
addressed during a three-day
meeting of the FIH Executive Board
ending on Saturday.

"After having carefully studied
the progress made with the project

'"Promoting Indian Hockey' as well | : _
| because I was playing unbelievable

as the actions taken in the prepara-

“tion of the World Cup 2010, the

Executive Board noted that satis-
factory progress had not been
made in either area,” the FIH said
in a statement.

“However, the Executive Board
decided to give Indian Hockey
some additional time...to urgently
address those issues before takinga
final decision.

"In the meantime, FIH is look-
ing for alternative host countries in
case the FIH would be forced to
take the decision not to host the
World Cup in India,” the statement
added.

Eight-time gold medallists India
have failed to qualify for the
Olympics for the first ime.

Since winning the last of their
eight Olympic golds at the western-
boycotted Moscow Games in 1980,
India claimed just one major title
when Dhanraj Pillay's men took
the Asian Games gold in Bangkok
in 1998.

India finished seventh in the last
two Olympics and were forced to
qualify for Beijing after failing to

win an Asian Games medal in |

Doha.

Olympics torch
re-lit in Beijing

PTI1, Beijing

Chinese President Hu Jintao yes-
terday officially declared open the
start of a grand Olympic torch relay
by re-lighting the flame in the host
city Beijing, amidst tight security
after pro-independence Tibetan
protestors marred a similar cere-
mony in Greece.

The ceremony kicked off at the
Tiananmen Square, the world's
largest, two hours after a specially
chartered Air China plane carrying
the flame from Greece touched
down atabout 9 am local time.

At the ceremony held in front of
the Great Hall of the People with
the Forbidden Palace forming the
backdrop to the rostrum, Hu kin-
dled the cauldron and handed over
the torch to Olympic champion
hurdler Liu Xiang, kickstarting the
longest-ever Olympictorchrelay.

"I declare the torch relay of the
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games
begun,” Hu announced amidst a
joyous atmosphere with thousands
of doves and colourful balloons
released into the sky.

The flame is scheduled to
depart from Beijing tomorrow for
the Kazakh city of Almaty, the first
stop in its global tour of 135 cities,
including New Delhi, India, where
itwill reachon April 17.

The relay, with highest number
of torchbearers in its history, will
cover 137,000 kilometers in 130
days before the flame finally arrives
at the National Stadium in Beijing
on August 8, 2008 for the opening

ceremony.
l
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Spaniard Rafael Nadal stretches to return a shot against Germany's Nicolas Kiefer during the third round of the Sony

Ericsson Open atthe Crandon Park Tennis Center in Key Biscayne on Sunday.

Davenport stuns Ivanovic

A Tennis
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Former world number one Lindsay
Davenport defeated Serbian sec-
ond seed Ana Ivanovic 6-4, 6-2 to
reach the fourth round of the WIA
and ATP Masters Series hardcourt
tournament here Sunday.

World number one Justine
Henin of Belgium, third seed
Svetlana Kuznetsova and defend-
ing champion Serena Williams also
advanced to the round of 16 at the
7.54 million-dollar event with
straight-set triumphs.

On the men's side, world num-
ber two Rafael Nadal moved a step
closer to his first title of the season,
defeating Germany's Nicolas
Kiefer 6-2, 6-4 to reach the fourth
round.

While not as efficient as his
second-round victory over
German qualifier Benjamin
Becker, in which he committed just
four unforced errors, Nadal
shrugged off a rain delay to com-
plete his second straight match
without facing abreak point.

"Well, it was not the best day

in the beginning, playing very well,

hitting very well the ball, and play-

ing almost perfect match,"” he said.
"When | come back to the court

the ball was a little bigger and
slower, and it was a little bit more
difficultfor me," he said.

Next up for Nadal is France's
Paul-Henri Mathieu, who ousted
Carlos Moya of Spain7-6 (7/1), 7-5.

Nadal is playing in his 12th
tournament since his last title at
Stuttgart in July.

Ninth-seeded American James
Blake stayed on course for a possi-
ble quarter-final clash with Nadal
with a 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 6-4 victory
over Frenchman Fabrice Santoro.

Davenport, 31, denied Ivanovic,
20, a chance at back-to-back tn-
umphs after her victory a week ago
in the IndianWells final.

Instead Ivanovic followed
Indian Wells men's finalists Novak
Djokovic and Mardy Fish out of the
tournament.

"I was playing really well. I felt
really confident out there,”
Davenport said. "Obviously she's
had a great year so far. Butit's very
tough to play Indian Wells and
Miami back to back, doing well in
Indian Wells," Davenport added.
"You can see on the men's side with
Fish and Djokovic. I was trying to
take advantage of that.

"You never know what your
opponent will bring, but I could tell
she was maybe a little fatigued, and
[ tried to take advantage of that.”

Henin advanced to the fourth
round with a 6-2, 6-1 victory over

[taly's Sara Errani.

Henin, who has won two titles in
four tournaments this year, will
next face Russian Elena Vesnina,
who outlasted American Ashley
Harkleroad 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 after three
hours and seven minutes.

This is Henin's return after
nearly one month off since losing a
Dubai quarter-final to Italy's
Francesca Schianove. Henin has
already taken titles this year in
Sydney and Belgium and is 14-2 on
the season.

Also advancing to the round of
16 was Kuznetsova, who rallied to
defeat Victoria Azarenka of Belarus
1-6, 7-5, 6-0. Kuznetsova, the 2006
winner here and runner-up at
Indian Wells, saved a match point
down 5-3 in the second set.

Defending champion Serena
Williams, the eighth seed,
shrugged off a slow start to defeat
[talian Flavia Pennetta 6-7 (6/8), 6-
3,6-2inarain-disrupted match.

Williams needed 2 hours, 12
minutes to polish off Pennetta,
largely because of a stream of
unforced errors.

“I just think I had a bad day
today,” she said. "Every time I went
to connect it was like [ didn't have
my contact point.”

Serena's elder sister Venus, the
sixth seed, also reached the fourth
round, beating New Zealand's
Marina Erakovic6-2,6-1.

Smith
K¥§ Cricket

REUTERS, Chennai

Captain Graeme Smith praised a
South African bowling fightback
that allowed them to draw the first
Testagainst India on Sunday.

South Africa were jolted after
Virender Sehwag blazed an Indian
record 319 before paceman Dale
Steyn grabbed four quick wickets
to peg the lead down to 87 runs on
the fourth day.

“The positive for us is actually
we took control of the game,” the
South African captain told report-
ers. "We changed the game instead
of dealing with what came our way
and moved itinto ourdirection.”

“That is the big shift in terms of
the way our team is at this
moment.”

South Africa number three
Hashim Amla top-scored with 159
in the first innings and opener Neil
McKenzie, dismissed for 94, scored
anunbeaten 155 on the final day.

"It was an incredible day for us,”
Smith said, referring to Saturday's
bowling. "If we had not taken con-

Spirit satisfies

trol like we did, we might have had
to bat out (defensively) today."

“To then come out and bat as
solidly as we did was good forus.”

The tourists are aiming to win
their third Test series in arow in the
region after succeeding in Pakistan
and Bangladesh.

India skipper Anil Kumble
bemoaned a flat pitch that offered
little assistance to the home side's
spin bowlers. |

"I think the bowlers did the best
you could possibly do on this
pitch,” Kumble said. "You can't
expect anything else.

"As soon as you come to India
people start talking about spinners
right from day one and til the last
dayisover.”

Kumble also said his side chased
runs too quickly on Saturday after
finishingday three at468-1.

"We went for a lot of runs yester-
day, probably we lost a couple of
wickets in doing that and it put us
backabit.”

South Africa scored 540 and
restricted India to 627 all out
despite Rahul Dravid's 111 and
Sehwag's heroics. McKenzie then
guided themto331-5on Sunday.

Real thump Sevilla

FROM PAGE 17
Palop but Kanoute volleyed home an
equaliser on 37 minutes.

But Sevilla then switched offand a
minute later Raul showed neat con-
trol before smashing the ballhometo
put the hosts back in front. Higuain
then put the game to bed allowing
Realtorelax.

After beating Barcelonain the cup
and Real in the league last weekend
Valencia came back down to earth
with a demoralising 3-0 home defeat
to Real Mallorca.

Spanish international Daniel Guiza
scored a double to inflict an eighth
home defeat onValencia who have the
Kings Cup final against Getafe to sal-
vage a poor season that started with
hopesofchallengingforthe title.

Real Zaragoza, who qualified for
the UEFA Cup last season, are also
having a torrid season and are fourth
from bottom following a 2-1 defeat
by fellow strugglersValladolid.

Deportivo La Coruna moved four
points clear of the relegation zone
with a 3-1 win over fellow strugglers
Real Murcia.

Levante have propped up the 20-
strong table virtually the entire
geason and and fell to their 21st
defeat of the campaign with a2-1loss

!

at Almeria. They are now 14 points
from safety with just 24 points left to
playfor.

Roma primed
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“He's gota groin problem again, it's
happened two or three times in the
last few weeks. We'll see how he is
over the nextfew days.”

United's fans have been told to be
on their best behaviour and to use a
shuttle service to reach the ground to
avoid a recurrence of the clashes and
knife attacks that marred both of the
previous games between the teams
atthe Stadio Olimpico.

PROBABLETEAMS

AS ROMA: 32-Doni; 77-Marco
Cassetti, 2-Christian Panuccl, 5-
Philippe Mexes, 22-Max Tonetto;
11-Taddei, 8-Alberto Aquilani, 16-
Daniele De Rossi, 30 Mancini, 14-
Ludovic Giuly; 9-Mirko Vucinic.
MANCHESTER UNITED: 1-Edwin
van der Sar; 6-Wes Brown, 5-Rio
Ferdinand, 15-Nemanja Vidic, 3-
Patrice Evra; 18-Paul Scholes, 4-
Owen Hargreaves, 8-Anderson; 7-
Cristiano Ronaldo, 10-Wayne
Rooney, 11-Ryan Giggs.

Selectors angry
with Malik

PTI1, Karachi

Pakistan's national selectors are
unhappy with captain Shoiab
Malik for his absence during the
selection of the squad for the
Bangladesh series.

The selectors were surprised
when they were told to communi-
cate with Malik, who was not avail-
able for the last 10 days citing his
mother's poor health, on tele-
phone in Mumbai to finalise the
squad for the first two one-day
games against Bangladesh.

"It came as a surprise to us to
know that Malik was in Mumbai.
We were told he was not playing in
domestic matches because of the
illness of his mother,” a selector
said.

Sources said Malik had been to
Mumbai for some official cere-
mony of the Indian Premier League
and in connection with the legal
case he was pursuing against the
Siddiqui family in Hyderabad.

Slow South
Africa fined |

REUTERS, Mumbai

South Africa were fined on Monday
for maintaining a slow over-rate in
the drawn first Test against India.

Captain Graeme Smith was
ordered to forfeit 20 per cent of his
match fee and each of his players
received 10 per cent fines, the
International Cricket Council said
in astatement.

Match referee Roshan
Mahanama imposed the fine after
Smith's side were ruled to be two
overs short of their time allotted
bowling target in the Test which
concluded in Chennai on Sunday.

The second match of the three-
Test series begins in Ahmedabad
on Thursday.

Experience
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always demands the best, which
hasbeenignored once again.

This has been tried before, as
the local football think-tank sent
under-23 teams to Asian tourna-
ment last year but many of those
faces have been already lost in the
mist.

With two months still to go for
the SAFF Championship, the feder-
ation high-ups should do one
favour to the nation before the
April 28 election by taking steps to
field the best possible team to the
regional football meet, which is the
World Cup to us.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

BKSP defeated Bangladesh Air
Force 61-41 in the opening match
of the Independence Day basket-
ball tournament at the Dhanmondi
Basketball Gymnasium yesterday.

The winners led the first half 29-
23. Setu and Mithun dominated the
scoring for BKSP with 16 and 14
points respectively while Air Force
cager Sirajmade 16.

Earlier, federation president
Kazi M Aminul Islam declared the
meetopen.

DIVICRICKET

Badda Ekota and Agrani Bank won
their respective matches in the
First Division cricket relegation
league. Agrani (200-5) defeated
Dhaka Mariners (197-9) by five
wickets at the Jagannath Hall
ground while Badda (189) beat
Kathal Bagan (133) by 56 runs at the
Dhaka University ground.

BOOSTCUP

Explosive knocks by Adnan (70)
and Rabbi (71) helped Kalabagan
CA (221-5) record a massive 110-
run victory over Indira Road CA
(111) in the Boost Power Cup
Twenty20 cricket tournament at
the Kalabagan club ground. In
another match, Dhaka CA (144-9)
edged CCSA(131) by 13 runs.

NEWCOMMITTEE

Lalmatia Club announced its new
executive committee with Maj Gen
(retd) Muhammad Abdul Matin as
president, Asghar Rashid was
named general secretary.

UNB adds:

BEACH KABADDI

Bangladesh Rifles and Bangladesh
Ansar clinched the men's and
women's titles of the first-ever
Beach Kabaddi tournament held at
Laboni Point of Cox's Bazar sea
beach.

Bangladesh Rifles emerged
unbeaten champions in the men's
group with eight points beating
Bangladesh Police 39-26 in the last
league match. Police finished
runners-up with six points.

Ansars won the women's crown
outplaying Jatrabari KC 48-24 in
the final.

GYMNASTICS

BKSP clinched the top slot in the
daylong Independence Day
Gymnastics Competition at the
National Sports Council (NSC)
Gymnasium.

BKSP established absolute
supremacy in the meet winning
eightoutof 11 events.

Chittagong University, Dinajpur
and Ka, Kha, Ga Shishu
Shikkhalaya won the remaining
three events. A total of 57 competi-
tors from 12 teams took part in the
meet.

Veeru overtakes
Rahul, Sachin

PTI, Dubai

Virender Sehwag's career best 319
against South Africa catapulted
him to the 12th spotin the ICC Test
Rankings, making him the highest
ranked Indian in the batting chart.

Sehwag, whose triple ton was
the fastest in Test history, jumped
13 places to 12th spot after a mas-
sive 17 per cent rise in his rating
that saw him leapirogging compa-
triots Rahul Dravid (13th), Sachin
Tendulkar (15th) and VVS Laxman
(18th).

On current form, Sehwag has a
realistic chance of returning to the
top 10. He is within touching dis-
tance of 10th place Kevin Pietersen
of England who is just behind
ninth-placed Shivnarine
Chanderpaul of theWest Indies.

Dravid himself rose two places
to 13th following his 25th Test
century, while Tendulkar dropped
three places to 15th position after a
fifth-ball duck in the Chennai Test
against South Africa.

Besides Sehwag, South African
batting duo of Hashim Amla and
Neil McKenzie have also made
significantupward movement.

Amla, who made scores of 159
and 81, rocketed up 10 places to a
career-best 24th spot while
McKenzie, who contributed 94 and
155 not out, jumped 26 places to
36th position. |

Jacques Kallis, however, contin-
ued his slide in the rankings as he
slipped another place to drop to
fourth behind Australia's Ricky
Ponting, while captain Graeme
Smith fell two places to 16th position.

Kaif

FROM PAGE 17

and those who stood by me in my
bad period. I hope that the bad
phase has ended and this selection
will bring more good news for me
in the future.”

Though excited about being
included in the squad, Kaif said
India would no doubt miss
Tendulkar, "Captain Anil Kumble
will never have wanted him
(Tendulkar] to be out of the side,”
Kaif said. But now I have got a
chance and if I play, [ will try and
make the bestoutofit.”

Canary Whart

FROM PAGE 17 |
The 33 young footballers will get

the chance to train at the Beckham
Football Academy in London for
three weeks from October 23
before spending a week at the
academies of London clubs
Arsenal, Chelsea and West Ham.,

The Daily Star

Patel's no to ICC

K YNCricket

AGENCIES, undated

The International Cricket
Council’'s (ICC) search for a new
chiel executive officer has been
dealt an embarrassing blow with
the news that Imtiaz Patel, who was
offered the job two weeks ago, has
"withdrawn his interest” In the
position.

The decision was conveyed by
Patel, currently CEO of the South
African media organisation
SuperSport, to the ICC's president-
elect David Morgan on Sunday and
announced on Monday.

The development means the
ICC will have to once again cast its
net to find a successor to Malcoln
Speed, the incumbent since 2001
who steps down from the role after
this year's ICC Annual Conference,
which will take place between June
29 and July 4. Speed took over from
the ICC's first chief, David
Richards.

An ICC statement said the com-
mittee charged with identifying a
successor -- comprising Morgan,
ICC president Ray Mali, vice-
president Sharad Pawar and the
chairman of Cricket Australia,
Creagh O'Connor -- will now
reconvene,

The Recruitment Committee
will now reconvene, identify a
preferred candidate, and make a
recommendation to the ]CC Board
"with a view to confirming the
appointment at the earliest oppor-
tunity.”

"My family and I have reflected
deeply on the wonderful opportu-

e —

IMTIAZ PATEL

nity which the ICC presented to me
to fulfil such an important role in a
sport which is in my blood,” Patel
sald. "After considering my posi-
tion carefully, I have, however,
resolved to remain in my beloved
country, South Africa, and con-
tinue in my challenging and fulfili-
ing role as chief executive officer of

SuperSport International.”

Patel was announced Speed's
successor on March 17, though the
1CC failed to seek Patel's consent
for the post. The next day, Patel said
he would be “considering my
position very carefully during the
coming weeks" and a spokesman
for SuperSport told Cricinfo he had
been offered the job but was weigh-
ing his options,

"We are obviously disappointed
that Imtiaz has chosen to withdraw
his interest, having regarded him
highly,” Morgan said. "However,
the fact that Imtiaz has withdrawn
does not mean that, by default, we
will be left with a candidate who is,
in any way, inferior to him.

"In fact, we have been fortu-
nate to have several high calibre
candidates on the shortlist, all of
whom bring something slightly
different to the table,” Morgan
said. "The role of 1CC CEO, while
challenging, represents a huge
opportunity for the successful
candidate. It is an opportunity for
that person to help forge the
future of our great game at a time
of huge innovatign and excite-
meni.

"We remain committed to
securing the services of the right
candidate and we anticipate being
able 10 complete that task in the
very near future.”

Mahela behind new boys

ﬁ'ﬁl Cricket
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AFP, Port of Spain

Sri Lanka captain Mahela
Jayawardene has assured Malinda
Warnapura and Thilan Thusara
that they can expect an extended
run in the national team.

Warnapura starred with scores
of120and 62 in SriLanka's opéning
Test win by 121 runs against West
Indies last week at Providence, and
Thushara offered steady support to
the elite bowling duo of Chaminda
Vaas and Muttiah Muralidaran
with match figures of five wickets
for 129 runs from 37.50vers.

"These two guys have played
good first-class cricket back home
and play a little bit of league cricket
in England so know their way
around the park,” Jayawardene said.

"We can always call them up
and say this is your opportunity.

“They have waited a long time
for this opportunity, and now they
will get an extended run -- whether
they make runs or not, or whether

theytake wickets or not.

"So we have not put them under
any pressure on this tour, and told
them that if they fail that they will
lose their place. They will get an
extended run, and this is probably
why they have responded to the
challenge in this way."

The retirements of former cap-
tains Sanath Jayasuriya and
Marvan Atapattu have left vacan-
cies at the top of the Sri Lanka
batting line-up that have yet to be
convincinglyfilled.

As a result, the selectors pro-
moted the 28-year-old Warnapura
from the middle-order to an open-
ing slot on the basis of his consis-
tency atdomestic level.

He has been a regular member
of the Sri Lanka A team, and visited
the Caribbean two years ago, when
illness restricted him to three
innings of two, eightand 11.

But almost a decade after mak-
ing his first-class debut, he had to
wait to make his Test debut against
Bangladesh athome last June.

His entry into Test cricket was
hardly auspicious, as he was dis-

missed off his first ball, and scored
82 in the second Test.

With seamer Vaas admitting he
is nearing the end of his career, the
national selectors have eyed
Thushara as a possible left-arm
replacement.

He made his Test debut on Sri
Lanka's previous trip to the
Caribbean five years ago, but he
subsequently faded, and others
have overtaken him in the pecking
order.

This trip provides him with a
second crack at international
cricket, following strong perfor-
mances in domestic competitions.

Sri Lanka, eyeing a Test series
victory for the first time in the
Caribbean, lead the two-Test series
1-0, after the victory handed them
their first Test win on Canbbean
soilin five matches.

The second Test from April 3 at
Queen's Park Oval here will be
followed by a three-match ODI
series with two matches also at the
Oval, and a day/night affair on
April 15 at St Lucia's Beausejour
Stadium.

AFP, Rome

With just seven
matches left in
the Serie A sea-
son, AC Milan are
starting to panic.

They sit sixth
in the table, have
lost their last two home matches
and trail Fiorentina in the crucial
race for fourth place by four points.

The only saving grace for Milan
is that Fiorentina's current form is
no better, having lost their last two
away matches.

Last season Milan claimed the
Champions League title and in
December they added the Club
World Cup to their honours list.

Back then they had already
given up hope of winning the title
having got off to a dreadful start in
Serie A, failing to win in their first
seven home matches while city
rivals Inter were storming away.

They reassessed their goals, set
their sights on fourth place, and a
ticket to the Champions League,
and by the end of February, follow-
ing six wins in seven matches, they
looked all setto achieve thataim.

Milan hit panic

Arsenal won 2-0 at the San Siro
to knock them out of the
Champions League in the second
round and they have won only two
of their last seven league encoun-
ters, losing three imes.

Coach Carlo Ancelotti spent
more than an hour in the dressing
room following the 2-1 defeat to
Atalanta on Sunday before coming
outto face the press.

"We're being incapacitated by
the number of mistakes we're
making at home,” he said. "We re
starting slowly and in the end we re
paying forit.

"We're not concentrating in
several situations like against
Sampdoria (their previous home
defeat). Matches become very
difficultwhenyoudo this.”

Ancelotti joined his team’s vice-
president Adriano Galliani in
criticising the referee, who disal-
lowed two goals.

The first by Clarence Seedorf
was offside but the second from
Massimo Ambrosini was chalked
off for a foul on the goalkeeper,
which looked a harsh decision.

_ "The referee played like us. He
had a bad first half and a bad sec-

button

stood. Having said that it's not his
faultwelost.”

Milan have not been helped by
injuries among their forwards.

Ronaldo is out for the season,
Filippo Inzaghi is out injured and
world player of the year Kaka is also
onthesidelines.

Alberto Gilardino is desperately
short of form, meaning Milan are
often relying on two 18-year-olds,
Brazilian Pato and Alberto
Paloschi, to fire them to victory.

It'snotbeen working well.

“Now we need to change some-
thing," admitted Ancelotti. "We
can't continue like this. We hope to
have Kaka back for the next match.

"Right now we're not defending
well and we're not attacking well.
We need to defend better and
attack better.

"Changing something does not
mean I'm talking about players,
I'm talking about attitude.”

The problem is Milan have to
turn things around quickly or they
will miss out on the Champions
League next season. They could
even miss outon Europe altogether.

Fiorentina are fourth, four points
ahead; Udinese are fifth, one point

But it has all gone wrong since ond half,” added Ancelotti. ahead, and Sampdoria are seventh,
then. "Ambrosini's goal should have behindonlyongoaldifference.
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