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Story of a skewed deal
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Jdefaulter and award Orion Group
the work,” said the DCC source,
adding, "A few top men of the
DCC made quick cash out of the
deal.”

The task force sources said
they are sull investigating the
matter.

The DCC floated a tender on
May 11, 2003 asking for design
and financial proposal for a tower
on the DCC land. Five companies
took partin the bid.

GBB Ltd in its project proposal
offered DCC 40 percent of floor
area of its 26-storey tower on the

50 crore,
The total loor area of the City

Centre with its 33 floors, the
ground floor and three base-
mentsis4,79,500 square feet.

The DCC technical committee
comprised the then project direc-
tor Engineer Ashiqur Rahman,
then chief engineer Dr Golam
Kadir, additonal chief engineer
Idris Miah and superintendent
engineer Lutfar Rahman.

Of them, Golam Kadir went to
the USA in 2004 and never came
back. Engineer Idris Miah and
Lutfar Rahman are now in retire-

"Yes, 1 had given them the
direction and it was not risky for
the structure,” said Nurul Islam.
“The building will be able to
withstand even a 240-kilometre-
an-hour tornado and an earth-
quake measuring 7 on the Richter
Scale,”" heobserved.

Workers of the Belhasa were
trying to create barrier so that
newsmen could not enter the
building and take picture.

DCC Mayvor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Commissioner Nayeem
Ahmed and DCC Chief Engineer
Colonel Asfaqul Islam visited the
site.

"I cannot say anything before

FROM PAGE 16

Shahara Khatun and Qamrul Islam
met her at the hospital and con-
sulted her on the cases she is fac-
ing. They stayed there for nearly an
hour.

“Sheis not fit to come out of the
hospital for appearing before the
special court tomorrow (Sunday)
in connection with the Khulna
barge-mounted power plant deal
case,” Shafique said.

Hasina's nuclear scientist hus-
band Dr Wazed Mia also met her at
the hospital and stayed there for
nearly one and a halfhours. He was
accompanied by grandson
Shamim and granddaughter
Shamu.

Women Policy

5 held

FROM PAGE 1
official seeking anonymity.

Police investigators said
arrestee Swapan admitted his
involvement in the theft. He told
investigators that he received Tk
1,000 for the job from another
arrestee Saiful, a security guard of
Max Automobiles, sub-contractor
of Chinese company which was
awarded the job of converting the
metre-gauge lines to multi-gauge
from Joydevpur to Dhaka.

He said he assisted in stealing as
a member of a professional gang of
thieves led by Liton, He could not
say where the stolen clips were.

Police arrested Saiful at Banani
but could not glean any informa-

the process of trying the war crimi-
nalswithoutdelay.

He strongly demanded banning
of political activities of those par-
ties that acted as auxiliary to the
Pakistani occupation forces in
1971.

"The next election would not be
free and fair if the war criminals
and anti-liberation elements are
not barred from taking part in it,”
the war veteran observed. He said
they had taken the vow towin in the
“battle” of bringing the war crimi-
nals tojustice.

Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, former
vice-chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University, said the government
must recognise the nation's
demand for the trial of the war
criminals.

No one would blame this gov-
ernment if it cannot end the pro-
cess of trying the war criminals, he

Electoral reforms
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up editorial adviser of the Star

(Malaysia) NG Poh Tip, D(EEUW
Managing Director of the China
Daily Zhou Li, Deputy Editor of the
Straits Times (Singapore) Felix Soh,

. Editor- in-Chief of the Korea Herald

(South Korea) Choi Nam-hyun,
Editor and Managing Director of the
Statesman (India) Ravindra Kumar,
President of the Nation (Singapore)
and Executive Director, ANN, Pana
Janviroj, Editor, Political Section, of
Rasmer Kampuchea (Cambodia)
Serath Nguon, Deputy Editor-in-
ChiefofVietnam News Nguyen Tien
Le, Editor-in-Chiel of Vientiane
Times (Laos) Savankhone
Razmountry and director, Media

care and low wages in jobs that
men do. She blamed the govern-
ment for not taking stronger steps
againstcrimes against women.

"Women do not contribute less
to the national economy. So, the
government should seriously think
about proper framing and imple-
mentation of the women policy,”
sheadded.

Khondoker Ibrahim Khaled,
chairman of Rupali Bank, said the
government should not surrender
to any kind of agitation while fram-
ing the policy for developing
women and increase the quota for
women in governmentjobs.

accused of corruption are bein

brought to justice under the norma
law of the land. The present care-
taker government did not enact any
new law for trial of the corruption
suspects.

He further said the government
is also trying to find out ways to curb
corruption by taking preventive
strategies like simplification ofrules
and regulations and posting those
onpublicdomain.

He also mentioned the setting up
of the national human rights com-
mission, formulation of Right to
Information Act, constitution of the
Regulatory Reforms Commission
and Better Business Forum,

The CA said the government also

providing farmers with agriculture
loans and buying food early from
local and foreign markets.
RICEPRICES IN CITY

Prices of Indian rice in wholesale
markets in the city dropped by Tk
10 to Tk 20 a mound, just over 37kg.
A mound of Indian rice was selling
yesterday between Tk 1,180 and Tk
1,220.

Prices of locally-produced
coarse rice, however, increased by
Tk 10 to Tk 20. A mound of these
rice was selling yesterday between
Tk1,160and Tk 1,180.

AL to observe
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Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam
declared the mass hunger strike,
saying the planned hunger strike is

their opinion about the elections
and the movement.
“The only task of the caretaker

Govt to supply
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would raise the number of OMS

outlets to 6,530 across the country
next month. Currently 2,730 OMS
outlets are in operation, and 3,800
morewillbesetup.

Of the total OMS outlets, 510 will
sell rice in six city corporations, 580
will operate in 58 districts and the
rest will be activated at upazila levels
and at places with many industrial
units.

The food secretary said if the
ministry cannot appoint new dealers
at places, the Directorate of Food will
continue sale in those places by
sendingtrucks.

A total of 1.2 lakh tonnes of rice
will be sold through OMS, and the

food ministr'{ will increase per head
sale 1o five kg from four kg while
dealers’ commission will be

reforms.

Terming the present system
faulty, Akbar Ali Khan said, “Quota
system for civil service recruitment
cannot continue for an indefinite
time. There should be a mecha-
nism for rearranging the system.
Otherwise there may be an impres-
sion that those recruited are not
competent.”

Percentage of recruitment
under quota system should never
be higher than that of recruitment
on the basis of merit, he said. But
cancellation of quota system fully
might create social unrest, he said,
adding that the system therefore
should havelegal basis.

The RRC chairman said under
the present quota system, children
of poor people do not get jobs,
rather children of those compara-
tivelyrich getjobs.

Of the 55 percent quota for
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reporters ahead of the two-day

gathering, "Their aim is to divide
the Arab world.”

"There will be a very successful
summit,” he added.

Several Arab officials have
expressed frustration at the West's
“interference” in Arab affairs,

“There has been US pressure on
Arab countries to reduce their
participation,” Libyan Foreign
Minister Abdel Rahhman Shalgham
told reporters in Damascus on
Saturday.

"We as Arabs do not interfere in
European summits. It has become
a farce and this situation must be

arrest in the early hours of March 8,
2007.

Arab summit

Lebanon to help find a solution,”
he said.

Thesummitisdue tore-endorse
an Arab League initiative for
Lebanon which calls for the elec-
tion of army chief General Michel
Sleiman as president, forming a
national unity government in
which no single party has veto
power and anew electoral law.

On Thursday, Arab foreign
ministers also agreed to re-endorse
the 2002 Arab initiative for Middle
East peace but expressed their
frustration at Israel's refusal to
follow up ontheir plan.

Violence

ots, and is doomed to failure,” it
said.

FROM PAGE 16
eight years of military rule under
Musharraf.

Underlining the transformation
of Pakistan's political landscape,
lawmakers on Saturday gave a
unanimous vote of confidence to
Gilani, a loyalist of assassinated
former premier Benazir Bhutto.

In a gesture to Western nations
concerned that Musharraf's
decline could result in an easing of
Pakistan’s efforts to counter al-
Qaeda and Taliban militants
entrenched along the Afghan
border, he announced that "fight-
ing terrorism” was his govern-

Terrorism first priority

including restricting the size of cars
driven by ministers.

But Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari,
Benazir Bhutto's widower and
political successor, also want the
new government to deliver quickly
on a politcally explosive pledge to
restore Supreme Court judges
ousted by Musharraf.

Gilani said his government
would “work for" that goal, but
didn't explain how it would be
achieved.

Musharraf declared emergency
rule and purged the court last
November to forestall legal chal-
lenges to his re-election as presi-

added, stressing the need for start- g, 2 government is to hold general . . e : N by L g .
FROM PAGE 16 el e S e i h ingthe trial. B the beginning of the future “con-  glections and hand over power to | Fécruitment in civil service, 30 | ment's "top priority. __ dentthepreviousmonth.
enacting new laws to ensure Furmed v commmeiettieneg ;a?é M Gen (o I et R ashid 5trprclt]we movement”, an elected government and for this | Percent Is reserved fnr f::eednm The war _against terrorism is Musharraf retired as army chief
opportunity for women and their : ; e meeting strongly the government should announce | fighters, 10 percent for districtlevel | our own war,” Gilani told lawmak-  onlyin November.

control on earnec movable and
immovable property.

Earlier, several advisers,
including the law adviser himself
and Women and Children Affairs
Adviser Rasheda K Choudhury,
made it clear on several occa-
sions that the new policy con-
tains nothing that goes against
the rule and spirit o?lslam, but a
section of the religious leaders
took to the streets to protest the
policy, clearly violating the emer-
gency rules.

The law adviser on March 11
tald Islamic scholars at the
Islamic Foundation that the
interim government would not
pass anylaw on inheritance.

The next day Adviser Rasheda
urged people not to criticise a
“progressive” document like the
women development policy

SOUrces.

"We were not informed before
the meeting and not even after
the committee was formed,” a
top official of the ministry told
The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity.

‘Since the ministry played the
key role in formulating the policy
and will have to implement it, itis
surprising that neither the minis-
try's adviser nor any official was
asked to attend the meeting,” he
said.

When asked about this, staff-
ers of the four advisers' offices
said the meeting was arranged
hurriedly,

"It seems to be a two-pronged
Fuhcy. We need to know whether

orming the review committee is
the decision of the four advisers
or the government as we know
the advisory council approved

chief coordinator of Sector
Commanders Forum, expressed
surprise that the war criminals and
anti-liberation elements dare to
speak against the country's
Liberation War even when freedom
fighters are stll alive,

"We have got honour and inde-
pendence at the cost of lives of
freedom fighters but we could not
yet bring the war criminals to
justice even after long 37 years of
independence,” he said.

The 25 freedom fighters and
dignitaries given reception are
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, Shahriar Kabir, Gazi
Muhammad Rahmatullah, mar-
tyred subedar Ilias Khan, Dr ABM
Zafar Ullah, Joynal Abedin, Golam
Kuddus, Advocate Habibur
Rahman Shawkat, Muhammad Ali

demanded unconditional release
of Sheikh Hasina and other party
leaders.

“Earlier, we had sent an applica-
tion to the chief advisor with a
request to release Sheikh Hasina
and arrange her proper treatment
in US. But, the government didn't
pay heed to our demand...Now we
strongly demand her uncondi-
tional release,” Ashraful said.

- The meeting approved the
SIgnature campaign programme
announced by the City Awami
League and Jubo Mohila Awami
League and hailed the organisa-
tions for taking such programme
aimingatreleasing Sheikh Hasina.

Awami League called for start-
ing proposed dialogue between the
government and the political
parties ahead of the parliamentary
election but cautioned that if the
war criminals are invited to the

election schedule immediately,”
Ashraful said.

After the observance of the
planned mass hunger strike, the
party 1s likely to announce pro-
grams like wearing black badges
and hoisting black flags across the
country and forming human chain
to speed up the movement on the
street.

At the central committee meet-
ing, some leaders expressed their
dissatisfaction at the activities of its
student wing Bangladesh Chhatra
League, They suggested reconstitu-
tion of the Chhatra League to make
iteffective.

The leaders underscored the
need for keeping party united at
any cost, shunnimg differences of
opinion.

Security upped

candidates, 10 percent for women
and five percent for indigenous
communities while 45 percent
appointments are made on the
basis of merits.

"As a freedom fighter, I support
quota system for children of free-
dom fighters but there is a question
how this can be justified by the
consttution. Ifchildren of freedom
fighters are considered people of
backward sections, they may be
given the benefits of quotas,” Akbar
Alisaid.

Terming the recommendations
for reducing quota positive, and
more appointments on the basis of
merit, the PSC chairman said they
will hold discussions outside
Dhaka to seek public opinion on
the issue.

ers, who repeatedly thumped their
desks in approval as he outlined his
priorities.

Buthe also said authorities were
“ready to hold talks with those who
will lay down their arms” in order to
restore peace.

Gilani promised to develop the
impoverished frontier region's
economy and abolish criminal
codes dating back to British colo-
nial rule that contribute to its
1ISolation,

However, he gave no indication
whether his government was pre-
pared to negotiate with hardcore
militants blamed for a wave of
suicide attacks in Afghanistan and,
increasingly, in Pakistan,

Deputy US Secretary of State
John Negroponte cautioned on

Sharif, who was ousted as prime
minister and exiled after the 1999
coup, 1s pushing hard for
Musharraf’'s resignation. Party
lileutenants say parliament could
impeach himifhe doesn'tresign.

"Musharraf is part of the prob-
lem in Pakistan, and he can't be
part of the solution,” Chaudhry
Nisar, a leader of Sharif's party, told
reporters outside parliament on
Saturday.

"Only after his removal from
office, can Pakistan move forward
on the road to prosperity and
democracy ... Under no condition
are we prepared to work under
Pervez Musharral,” he said.

Musharraf, a stalwart ally of the
US In its war on terrorism, appears
increasinglyisolated.

hefore going through it the policy,” said Ayesha . , : : . oo : ,
{slamist or ; M yes anam, | ~howdhur dialogue, the arty will boycottit. Ol!lers who spoke at the semi- | Thursday during a visit to Pakistan Negroponte promised after
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accused the government of trying
o implement an anti-Shariah
policy in the name of women's
development.

Mufti Mohammad Nuruddin,
acting khatib of Baitul Mokarram
National Mosque, was made
convenor of the review commit-
ree. Itwill submitits report within
21 days identifying the "inconsis-

tencies in the policy from the

perspective of the Islamic rules”,
No official from the women
and children affairs ministry was

Saying that all the delibera-
tions over the past few years on
formulating the rulicy appear to
have been absolutely meaning-
less after the government’'s bow-
ing to the pressure of "those who
are talking against the constitu-
ﬂﬂﬂl;.hirltanfi Kan;lal added, "]
€an t help asking who is runnin
the ﬁvemmemﬁ g

€n contacted last night,
Law Adviser Hassan Ariff
declined to comment on the issue

overthe phone.

Ahad, Prof Momtaz Begum, Dr
Makhduma Nargis, Farida Khanam
Saki, Fazlul Haq, Borhan Uddin
Ahmed, Jagadish Chandra Biswas,
Taher Hossain Bhuiyan, Gazi
Muhammad Delwar Hossain,
Ahmed Ullah, Abdur Ranim,
Mofizuddin, Selim Bhuiyan =nd
Abdul Kadir.

The programme was presided
over by Shajahan Kabir, president
of Bangladesh Muktijoddha Nou
Commando Association.

and we hope the government will
refrain from any move that may
hamper the dialogue process and it
will not bring any good for the
nation,” Ashraful said.

The central working committee
asked the caretaker government to
lift the state of emergency and ban
on political activities across the
couniry to create congenial atmo-
sphere forholding the elections.

The meeting decided to
exchange views with divisional
level leaders of the party to know

untoward incidents,” Deputy
Inspector General (prisons) Major
Shamsul Haider Siddique was
quoted as saying by private televi-
sion channel Ekushey TV yester-
day.

Inspector General (prisons) Brig
Gen Zakir Hassan however told The
Daily Star that they do not have any
such information. Besides, he
added, they always maintain strict
security surrounding the VIP
inmates.

tary Mohammad Abdus Sattar,
acting law secretary KH Awal,
former secretaries Kazi Rakib
Uddin Ahmed and Mahfuzul Islam,
women's rights leader Ayesha
Khanam, Bangladesh Observer
Editor Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
Maj Gen (retd) Amin Ahmed
Chowdhury, PSC former member
Prof Khandkar Bazlul Haque and
former ambassador Mohammad
Afsarul Kader. Saadat Hussain
moderated the seminar.

fought.

Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan
People's Party and that of former
Prine Minister Nawaz Sharif fin-
ished first and second in Feb. 18
parliamentary elections, trouncing
Musharraf’s political allies.

The country faces gathernng
economic problems, including
double-digit inflation, electricity
shortages and deteriorating state
finances. Gilani announced a

government austerity campaign,

interfere in the country's politics to
save Musharral.

Still, he was cautious on the new
government's hopes to talk peace
with some of the pro-Taliban mili-
tant groups bartling Pakistani and
US-allied forces in the Pakistan-
Afghanborderregion.

Osama bin Laden and other al-
Qaeda suspects are believed to be
hiding in the frontier region, which
has seen a spike in US airstrikes in
recentmonths.




