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Dempsey to
become Central
Command chief

AP, Washington

One of the Army's most Iraq-savvy
generals is taking charge, at least
temporarily, of arguably the most
important command in the US
military, with responsibility for the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In a ceremony Friday at MacDill
Air Force Base, Fla,, Lt. Gen. Martin
Dempsey is to assume command of
US Central Command from Navy
Adm. William J. Fallon, who
announced unexpectedly on
March 11 that he was quitting.
Fallon cited press reports that he
was at odds with President Bush
over Iran policy.

Defence Secretary Robert Gates,
who has denied that Fallon was out
of step on Iran, and Navy Adm.
Michael Mullen, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, are scheduled
toattend the ceremony.

Dempsey, whose field experi-
ence in the early stages of his 34-
year Army career was largely in
Europe, has been deputy com-
mander at Central Command since
August 2007. He will serve as the
acting commander until Bush
chooses a permanent replacement
and gets that person confirmed by
the Senate.

Arab leaders gather for

ow-turnout summit

Almost half of key leaders boycotting it, FMs
agree to relaunch ME peace plan

AFP, Damascus

Almost half of Arab leaders are
boycotting a weekend summit
hosted by Syria, an Arab League
official said on Friday, as US allies
snub Damascus over the political
crisisin Lebanon.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
will host the leaders of Algena,
Comoros, Kuwait, Libya,
Mauritania, the Palestinian
Authority, Qatar, Sudan, Tunisia, the
United Arab Emirates and Yemen,
the official told AFP.

With US allies Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Jordan sending only low-
level delegations, only 12 leaders
from the 22-member body will
attend the two-day summit, which
openson Saturday.

The leaders of Iraq, Morocco and
Oman will also be absent, while
Lebanonis boycotting the event.

As leaders began gathering in
Damascus on Friday, Assad greeted
the first arrival Comoran President
Ahmed Abdallah Sambi, followed by
[ragi Vice President Adel Abdel
Mahdi, an AFP correspondentsaid.

Damascus airport has been
closed to all commercial flights until
Sunday for the leaders' arrivals,

On Thursday, Syria's press hailed
the summit a success due to the
absence of US influence, areference
to the boycott by the heads of state
from several regional US-friendly
heavyweights.

"Itis enough for the Arab summit
in Damascus that the American
ghost is banished... it is enough that
tor the first time all its decisions and
agreements will be free of the
American virus," state-owned Ath-
Thawra wrote.

The ruling party mouthpiece Al-
Baath said the summit had man-
aged toavoid external influence.

"The Damascus summit has
succeeded in overcoming all sorts of
ressures, starting from the state-
ments of US officials and their
desire not to hold the summit, or
their desire for non-participation,”
Al-Baath wrote.

The United States last week
called on its Arab allies in the region
to think carefully about attending
the summit, accusing Syria of block-
ing the election of a president in
Lebanon.

Lebanon has been without a
president since the end of
November.

[t has been mired in a political
crisis for over a year due to political
feuding between the majority,
backed by the West and most Arab
states, and the Hezbollah-led oppo-
sition, backed by Syriaand Iran.

Earlier Arab foreign ministers on
Thursday agreed to relaunch the
Arab peace initiative in its current

form, despite earlier suggestions by
the Syrian minister that the initia-
tive could be rethought.

"We agreed on maintaining the
Arab peace initiative and there is no
intention on the ministers' part to
amend it," Mohammed Sobeih,
Arab League assistant secretary
general for Palestinian affairs, told
reporters.

"Itwas also agreed that the initia-
tive will be relaunched to the inter-
national community in order to
stress Arab concern for finding a
solution to the Arab Israeli conflict,”
Sobeih said.

At the opening of the ministers
meeting in Damascus earlier on
Thursday, Syria's Foreign Minister
Walid Muallem hinted at the pos-
sibility of reconsidering the initia-
tive if Israel did not prove its inten-
tion to establish peace in the
Middle East.
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Syrian Vice President Faruk al-Shara (R) receives Iraqi Vice President Adel
Abdul-Mehdi (L) at Damascus airport yesterday. Almost half of Arab leaders
are boycotting a weekend summit hosted by Syria as US allies snub
Damascus overthe political crisis in Lebanon.

BA struggles to
ease chaos at
new Heathrow
terminal

AFP, London

British Airways cancelled more flights
Friday from Heathrow airport’'s
expensive new terminal the dayaftera
disastrous launch, but warmned of
more disruption as the airline's boss
said sorryto passengers.

Twenty percent of flights were
cut as BA admitted it was still expe-
riencing difficulties with the multi-
billion-pound Terminal Five,
which opened to the public
Thursday, and said problems are
likely to extend into Saturday.

More than 30 departing flights
were grounded Friday after 34 were
cancelled 24 hours earlierwhen the
supposedly state-of-the-art bag-
gage handling system had to be
shutdown.

"Yesterday was definitely not
British Airways' finest hour,” said the
airline’s chief executive Willie Walsh,
adding: "We disappointed many
people and I apologise sincerely.”

BA, which has sole use of the
terminal, blamed the problems on
"a combination of factors”, includ-
ing delays at the staff car park and
computer glitches which plagued
thebaggage sorting system.
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An Iraqi man walks past a burnt Iragi army tank on a street in the southern city of Basra yesterday. Crossings on Irag-
Iran border have been closed to prevent Iranian weapons from flowing into the hands of Shia militants battling Iraqi
troops in the southern port city of Basra, the British military says. . -

[sraeli minister reveals
new attempts to revive
talks with Syria

AFP, Jerusalem

Israelis seeking to revive peace talks
with Syria which have been stalled
for eight years, a senior Israeli min-
ister said on Friday:.

“There are attempts (to revive the
peace talks) and I welcome them... both
in recent days and days before that,”
Infrastructure Minister Benjamin Ben-
Eliezer told publicradio.

"The Israeli government's
attempts to create dialogue are
constant,” he said, adding that "this
prime minister and the previous
prime minister.. are doing every
effort to bring Syria to sit at the
negotating table.”

The Labour cabinet minister also
said that the Jewish state knows it
will have to give up the Golan
heights -- occupied in the 1967 Six

peace deal with its northern neigh-
bour.

"We know very well that we are
going to the negotiating table... to
sign a peace agreement, and we
know exactlyits price."

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert on
Wednesday hinted that Israel and
Syria might be holding secret peace
talks.

‘I am prepared to make peace
with Syria. I hope the Syrians are
prepared to make peace with Israel.
[ hope the circumstances will allow
us to sit together, but that doesn't
mean that when we sit together you
have toseeus."

The last round of negotiations
between the two neighbours, techni-
cally atwarsince 1948, broke down in
2000 over disagreements over the
strategic Golan Heights plateau,

DayWar and later annexed -- in any_y whichlsraelannexedin 1981.

US 'tully prepared' to move
forward on Indian N-deal

PTI, Washington

The US has said it was "fully pre-
pared” to move forward on the
civilian nuclear agreement with
India once New Delhi takes a deci-
sion on domestic political issues
related toit.

".... They had a discussion about
where we stand. We made it clear
that we dre fully prepared once the
Indian Government has taken
certain steps to submit the agree-
ments to the Congress so that they
can be passed,” State Department

when asked about the talks between
US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and Minister of External Affairs
Pranab Mukherjee earlier this week.
Mukherjee wrapped up his two-
day visit on Tuesday during which
he held talks with President George W
Bush and Rice. The Minister said the
government was trying to build con-
sensus on the deal as there were reser-
vations fromthe Leftand the BJP
Though US lawmakers had been
pressing on a July timeline, the
White House said after the parleys
thatthe dealhad notreached a "now

"The Indian Government has
some decisions to make and with
respect to the agreement and its
own domestic politics and those are
decisions only the Indian
Government can take and solely for
them, " McCormacksaid.

He said the US was "still commit-
ted to doing what we can to move
the agreement forward, but again
the Indian Government is going to
have to make some decisions for
itself.” The spokesman also said that
Afghanistan did not come up in the
discussions between Rice and

Climate change now a UN
human rights issue

AFP, Geneva

Climate change is now officially a
human rights issue, as the UN
Human Rights Council on Friday
passed a resolution on the subject,
recognising that the world's poor
are particularly vulnerable.

The council also gave the green
light for a study into the impact of
climate change on human rights,
describing climate change as a
"global problem .. that requires a
global solution”.

The resolution, submitted by

vote, also noted that the poor tend
to have limited resources to cope
with theimpact of global warming.

The Maldives representative
noted that debate on the subject
had so far tended to focus on physi-
cal effects, while the "phenome-
non on human beings" had been
largely overlooked.

"Itis time to highlight the human
face of climate change,” he said.

Supporting the resolution, Sri
Lanka's representative called it
"timely” and said because of cli-
mate change, even "the right to life
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Baghdad's highway of
death takes on new life

AFP, Baghdad

Sales in Baghdad of peaked caps
boasting "I survived Route Irish”
have slumped as reaching the
capital's international airport is no
longer the perilous dash it used to
be.

Not only is the term losing its
relevance, says police Colonel
Hamoud Lafta al-Asadi, the 12-km
stretch of highway, termed "Route
Irish” by the US military, is now
among the safestin Iraq.

And, promises the tall, wiry
policeman with a neatly clipped
moustache, itis set to become even
safer.

"We are turning it into an
impregnable security corridor. No
one will be able tg penetrateittqbe
able to plantrroadside bombs,"
Colonel Asadi told AFP, while
inspecting one of the endless
checkpoints set up along the four-
lane highway.

In February, he said, only one
roadside bomb was discovered
along the route, which is also
known as the "rhino run" because
Rhino Runner armoured buses are
often used to ferry passengers to
and from the airport.

The US military said, without
elaborating, that during February
“there were a low number of drive-
by shootings on Route Irish."

The statistics are a far cry from
November 2004, whenviolencealong
the highway peaked. That month, US
military statistics show, insurgents
launched 52 attacks, including by car
bombs, rocket-propelled grenades
andsmall arms fire.

The highway is heavily used by
US forces, contractors and diplo-

from the airport or the large
American base that surrounds it.
Both are prime targets for insurgents.

Colonel Ahmed Hatam Hamid,
commander of the police First
Motorised Batallion, says the turn-
around came when his unit was
assigned to patrol the highway in
late 2004,

"We started out with 150 men
and our numbers have since
increased to 425," said the round-
faced colonel, sitting at his deskin a
dilapidated roadside building,
midway between the highly
secured Green Zone and the air-
port, that now serves as battalion
headquarters.

Patrolling continues day and
night, starting each morning with a
foot patrol. This is followed by
continuous sweeps -through . the
area by police armed with AK-47s
and Austrian Glock pistols, riding
aboard Chevrolet Lux 4WD pick-
ups mounted with Russian DKC
machine guns.

Iragi and US troops have also
felled the date palms that once
lined the road, cleared away refuse,
moved guard rails and cut back
vegetation to make it difficult to
conceal roadside bombs.

Now, according to Colonel
Hamid, the aim is to clear the dense
neighbourhoods through which
the airport highway passes of al-
Qaeda fighters.

"We want to give the terrorists
no place to hide," said the colonel,
the eagle and sword battalion
emblem painted in bright colours
on the wall behind him adding
menace to his words. "They have
evil in their hearts. Human lives are
cheap for them." The police casu-

For commuters, however, the
endless checkpoints and spot
checks, including by sniffer dogs,
make the trip to the airport ardu-
ous. Sometimes it takes two hours
oreven longer to cover.

Taxi driver Hussein al-Saadi
admits the delays are irritating but
says thatatleastit gives him and his
passengers a better chance of
arriving at the other end alive.

"We need all this security,” he
said as policemen in light blue
camouflage uniforms searched his
car and scanned its underbelly with
amirroron the end ofasteel rod.

"I have seen too many IEDs
(improvised explosive devices),”
he said, adding that his most recent
experience of the horrors that stalk
Baghdad was on February 17 when-
a female suicide bgmber blew
herself up as she was confronted by
troops at a checkpoint in central
Karadaneighbourhood.

Back at the palm-treed camp
headquarters of the First
Motorised Brigade -- under whose
command Colonel Hamid and his
men fall -- Major Shaker Lafta
Abdul Redha admits there is still
some way to go before the highway
is fullysecure.

“It's a game of cat and mouse.
Over time both sides are getting
wiser -- but the terrorists are getting
weaker while we are getting stron-
ger,” said the major, who is in overall
Iraqi police control of the project to
tame the airporthighway.

Should he succeed, the bottom
is likely to drop right out of the
market for the somewhat anachro-
nistic peaked caps that foreign
contractors are still seen to be
buying as macho souvenirs of their
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inventory of
US nukes

AP,Washington

South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE)
Invites pre-proposals on the inter-linkages among economic development,
poverty and environmental change. Pre-proposals, if accepted, will lead to an
invitation to submit a full research proposal Two thematic areas have been
identified for the current round of research grants. Researchers can explore 2
wide range of issues within each sub-area.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Bangladesh Resident
Mission (BRM) was established to assist ADB Headquarters in
processing and implementing projects and programs, country
programming and economic and sector work It also coordinates
ADB’s activities with other resident diplomatic and donor
missions, NGOs, academic institutions, local think tanks, private
sector, and other members of civil society in Bangladesh

W postgraduate degree, preferably in the relevant social |
sciences or at least 5 years experience in resettlernent |
implementation; |'

® experience working with muttilateral or bilateral development
agency and/or intermational NGO, |

m ability to liaise and work effectively with staff of ADB, and :
govemment and non-govermment organizations;

W strong personal and communication skills; and

m fluency in s poken and written English and Bangla.

Defence Secretary Robert Gates
has ordered a full inventory of all
nuclearweapons and related mate-
rials after the mistaken delivery of
ballistic missile fuses to Taiwan, the
Pentagon said Thursday:. _
Gates told officials with the Air
Force, Navy and Defence Logistics
Agency to assess inventory control
procedures for the materials and to
submitareport within 60 days.
Earlier this week, Gates directed
Navy Adm. Kirkland H. Donald to
take charge of a full investigation of
the delivery mistake in which four
cone-shaped electrical fuses used
in intercontinental ballistic missile
warheads were shipped to the |
Taiwaneseinstead of the helicopter
batteries they had ordered.

1. Incentives, Hegulatmni and the Implementation of Environmental Policies
South Asian countries have a variety of rules in place to manage natural
resource use and maintain a clean environment. However, these rules are often
ignored, changed or by-passed in daily transactions. Noncompliance can result
from lack of information about requlations or the value of environmental goods
and services, high costs of compliance and benefits associated with
non-compliance and limited incentives for requlatory agencies. Three areas are
of interest: a) What are the costs and benefits of specific environmental policies
or regulations (e.g. related to ground water or forests) and how do we assess the
effectiveness of environmental interventions (e.g. health outcomes from water
and sanitation investments)? b) What incentives do requlatory agencies and
officials face in implementing environmental policies? c) Is there a role for new
policy instruments such as ‘payments for environmental services’ or ‘carbon and
eco-tounism markets” and what might contribute to the success of these
instruments?

AD8’s Palicy on Involuntary Resettierment (IR) provides the
framework for addressing IR concems in ADB’s program of
activities. ADB is implementing its regional technical assistance
project to support capacity development within ADB and
Bangladesh. To assist with the implernentation of the RETA, ADB
is inviting applications from national res ettlement specialists to
work as long-term consultant (1 year, renewable) in BRM.

Reporting Amrangement

The position reports to the Country Director, BRM: and Director,
Ervironment and Social Safeguard Division, Regional and
Sustainable Development Department, and relevant professional

Detailed termms of reference can be obtained from BRM.

The Asian Development Bank’s vision s a region free
of poverty. Established in 1966 and headquartered in Manila,
Philippines, ADB's mutticultural staff come from over

50 member countries.
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Inthis undated image released by the Atapuerca Research Team (EIA) on

March 26shows a small piece of jawbone unearthed in a cave in Spain is
seen. The jawbone is the oldest known fossil of a human ancestor in

Europe and suggests the continent was peopled much earlier than
previously believed, scientists say.

To apply, send your CV and cover letter quating
Ref. No. RETA 6425 by mail, fax, or e-mail by

2. Economics of Climate Change
Human activity is altering the earth’s climate with serious implications for food

security, health, blodiversity and natural disasters. Countries in South Asian will lh was the second nuclear- 4 staff. 15 April 2008 tax
need to respond with strategies to mitigate green house gases and also adapt related mistake involving the H t l
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climate change. The following [gpic-.s are of intgrest: a) Understanding the recent months. In Augus't an Air & m Provide resettiemnent technical input to the processing Country Director
benefits, costs and distributional impacts F" specific adaptation or mitigation Force 3'52. bom_ber was mlSti’!kEﬂIy and implementation of ADB-firanced loans and technical Asian Development Bank
strategies. b) Examining economy wide impacts of climate change policies armed with six nuclear-tipped Oun ln urope assistance: Bangladesh Resident Mission
through the use of macro-economic models. ¢) Analyzing incentives related to cruise missiles and flown from m Build and strengthen the resettlerment ity of ADS’ GPOBax 2100
international climate mitigation/adaptation instruments and climate Minot Air Force Base, N.D., to AP, Madrid The new find appears to be from : o ey R Fax + 8802 8156018-19
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time, the pilot and crew were el e ® Actas ADB's focal paint on land acquisition, resettiement oL

as haze and black carbon and strategies to mitigate these. e) Increases in
extreme events and the economic viablility of "adaptation instruments’ such as
insurance, increased natural barriers or institutional responses,

A small piece of jawbone
unearthed in a cave in Spain is the
oldest known fossil of a human
ancestor in Burope and suggests
that people lived on the continent
much earlier than previously
believed, scientists say,

The researchers said the fossil
found last year at Atapuerca in
northern Spain, along with stone
tools and animal bones, is up to
1.3 million years old. That would
be 500,000 years older than
remains from a 1997 find that
prompted the naming of a new
species: Homo antecessor, or
Pioneer Man, possibly a common
ancestor to Neanderthals and
modernhumans,

A team co-led by Eudald
Carbonell, director of the Catalan
Institute of Human Paleo-Ecology
and Social Evolution, reported
their find in Thursday's issue of the
scientificjournal Nature.

The timing of the earliest occu-
pation of Europe by humans that
emerged from Africa has been
controversial formanyyears.

Some archeologists believe the
process was a stop-and-go one in
which species of hominins a group
that includes the extinet relatives of
modern humans emerged and died
out quickly only to be replaced by
others, making for a very slow
spread across the continent,
Carbonell said in aninterview.

issues in Banglades hy Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Sunday - Thursday

m Prepare and conduct capacity development seminars for
govermment officials, project staff and other stakeholders: and
| Support ADB activities in Bangladesh on policy development

ardcaﬂlhnemhnvh@mam local
stakeholders and ADB staff and the resettierment network.

Selection Criteria

Specific criteria Include .

m at least 5 years’ relevant professional experience in
resettiement, preferably with demonstrated ahility to
mainstream res ettlernent concems in sectors relevant to
ADB operations; suitability to undertake the res pors ibilities
mentioned at the required level

unaware they had nuclear arms
aboard.

The electrical fuses were deliy-
ered in fall 2006, but the military
did not fully realize the gravity of
the blunder until Jast week. The
revelation sparked sharp protests
from China and forced President
Bush to acknowledge the error in a
phone call Wednesday with
Chinese President Hu Jintao.

While the shipment did not
contain nuclear materials, the error
Is particularly sensitive because
China vehemently opposes US
arms sales to Taiwan, US officials
were quick to say that the incident
did not suggest any change in poli-
cies toward Taiwan arms sales,

Gender and cuftural diversity Is a core recruitment value and
women are actively encouraged to apply.

Online submissions should be in MS Word,

SANDEE supports economics research related to environmental problems. Thiss
pre-proposals that do not have a stro onomics component will not be
considered. Pre-proposals are sought from multi-disciplinary / country projects
and use of secondary data are encouraged. Institutional affiliation is required
for receiving support. Pre-proposals will be evaluated on their academic merit
and policy significance. Selected researchers will be invited to submit a full
research propasal.

Grant will range from $10,000 to 540,000 for 18-24 months, While the average
grant size in the past has been $15000, 3 small number of larger grants will
considerad if there are multi-disciplinary teams of researchers involved in the
proposed activity.

Only shortlisted candidates will be notified.

Asian Development Bank

The guidelines and format for pre-proposals are presented on CANDEE
website (htip://wvw. sandeeonline.org). Pre-proposals need to be dicecth
loaded on to the website by April 31,2008, Pre-proposals recelved after this
date may not be accepted.

www .adb.org/brm
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