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TOWARDS A MIDDLE-INCOME BANGLADESH

Rise of entrepreneurs raises hope
Experts tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The rise of domestic entrepre-
neurs, supported by cheap and
young labour force, has raised
hope for Bangladesh to become a
middle-income country by the
next decade, said the experts at a
roundtable yesterday.

The roundtable titled "Towards

Entrepreneurs here are also
becoming self sufficient,” said
Syed Nasim Manzur, managing
director of Apex Adelchi Footwear
Ltd, while taking part in the dis-
cussion

He also pointed to growing
domestic and regional markets and
stressed the need for forging alli-
ances with global players to com-

the export base, Citibank NA
Managing Director Mamun Rashid
said BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and
China) countries are still untapped
markets for Bangladesh to improve
its export base.

He recommended for putting
highest priority to build up a large
skilled workforce to match the
growth and structural transforma-

in spite of natural and man-made
calamities.

He said Bangladesh is emerging
as shipbuilding nation as some
shipbuilders have started building
vessels for export, mostly for
European clients.

“Shipbuilding has always been
considered a spring board for
modern- day development and so

Five bombs
seized in
Chittagong
CU CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered five homemade
bombs in an abandoned condition
from Chan Mian Munsi Lane under
Bakalia Police Station jp
Chittagong yesterday.

Sources said a local person saw
the bombs packed in a black plastic
bag on a farmland near Laboratory
School ataround 9.30am.

He informed the matter 1o
police. Police called their bomb
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middle-income country, but will it
be more humane -- with equitable
income and no gender disparity --
and protect the country's religious
and ethnic minorities: that is the
question,” said Executive Director
of Manusher Jonno Foundation
Shaheen Anam.

The Daily Star organised the
roundtable on 'Advancement in
social sectors' in the city for the
visiting editors of the Asian News
Network (ANN), a network of

ment government programmes in
sectors such as health, education,
micro-credit, water and sanitation,
agriculture, environment and pro-
poor advocacy.

As the country moves forward, it
has to assist the people who have
been socially excluded, she said,
adding that the NGOs have made
significant strides in a number of
sectors.

Salehuddin Ahmed, pro-vice
chancellor of Brac University, said

But, he said, the challenges for
the country and the NGOs are to
improve the quality of education
and lower the rate of infant and
maternal mortality.

[ftekharuzzaman, executive
director of Transparency
International Bangladesh, spoke of
his organisation's achievement in
fighting corruption and success-
fully campaigning to bring about
institutional reforms.

world,” the spokesman added.

No right thinking person can
endorse this, the spokesman further
stated, also noting that the Dutch
government has distanced itself
from this aberrantact.

“Islam is a faith of peace which
preaches patience and understand-
ing, and the message of the holy
Quran has been the source of hope
and inspiration for humanity
through centuries. The posting of
this film on website does not alter
that abiding truth in any way”, the

war of independence unofficially in
early April, 1971.

Jack Jacob, who drafted the
historic “instrument of surrender”,
enlisted in the Indian army in 1941
when it was under British com-
mand, and retired in 1978.

Recounting how Niazi insisted
on holding the surrender ceremony
in his office, he said: “This man
really behaved badly with the peo-
ple of Bangladesh. What their army
did.. you know it all....I don't want
torepeat.”

Gen (retd) Rao Farman Ali, then an
adviser to the governor of East
Pakistan, said, “There is no question
of anything with Bangladesh army.”
They insisted it would have to be the
Indiansonly.

“I'm not going to go through all
those details; this was a very difficult
negotiation,” Jacob said.

Later, Niazi told the Pakistan's
enquiry commission headed by
Justice Hamudur Rahman that he
[Jacob] had blackmailed him into
surrender. “He said, 'l was forced to

December 3.

In conversation with New York
Times reporter Sydney Schanberg
thatday, Jacob said the eastern army
was confident of liberating
Bangladeshinashort time.

Asked yesterday what made him

‘that confident, he said, “We were

prepared for this. Anyone knew we
were going to liberate Bangladesh.
The Muktibahini were trained,
equipped, the East Bengal Regiment
was there, and the Indian army was
waiting to go.”

cations at LabAid Cardiac Centre in
the city yesterday at the age of 84,
says a press release.

She left behind three daughters,
relatives and a host of admirers to
mourn herdeath.

She is the mother-in-law of Dr
Igbal Mahmud, former vice-
chancellor of Buet and Igbal Hasan
Mahmud, former state minister.

She was buried at the Azimpur
graveyard beside his husband's
grave yesterday. :

Her qulkhwani will be held at
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Association for Land Reform and
Development (ALRD) greeted the
speech of the chief adviser about
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) and
said the upcoming initiatives of the
government will bring the CHT
people in the main stream of the
development.

In a statement ALRD said
mobile phone network coverage in
the CHT region and increasing the
salary and remuneration of ‘head-
man’' and 'karban’ are important
Initiatives.

The statement also thanked the

PHOTO: STAR

Veteran journalist ABM Musa speaks at the biennial general meeting of

a file-sharing website in English and
Dutch, accordingto Reuters.

The film had been broadcast on
the internet with the aid of a Britain-
based organisation.

In a bid to defuse Muslim anger,
Dutch Prime Minster Jan Peter
Balkenende said he rejected
Wilders' views.

Dutch broadcasters had refused
to show the film and a US-based
web service, which Wilders had
planned to use, deactivated the site
at the weekend after receiving com-
plaints.

Suhrawardy Udyan| in front of the
people of Dhaka.'It's the only public
surrenderin history.”

On views that it was risky to
arrange the surrender ceremony in
public with not much troops mobi-
lised yet, he said, “I knew we had
hardly any troops outside Dhaka
and it was problematic for public
surrender...But had it been better to
be in safety and make him surrender
in his office? No. I wanted him to
facethe people.”

Recollecting those historic
moments, the architect of surrender
ceremony said, “Niazi retorted,

table and asked him, ‘Do you accept
this document?' For three times he
didn't answer and I picked itup and
said [it's) taken as accepted,” he
wenton.

During the negotiations, he also
asked the Pakistani general to sur-
render his revolver. “He put a dirty
little revolver. The lanyard was dirty
and frayed in parts.”

In his book “Surrender at Dacca:
Birth of a Nation”, Jacob said he
realised only later that the pistol was
not Niazi's. It was a normal army
issue .38 revolver.

“The barrel was choked with

Niaziand some of the other generals
after the surrender, Jacob said,
“They denied the atrocities, they
denied everything....and said they
would never forget the humiliation
and would take “badla” (revenge)
forit.”

Reminiscing his days with
Bangladeshi politicians, Jacob
described former prime minister
Tajuddin Ahmad, who was instru-
mental in forming the first govern-
ment of Bangladesh, as “one of the
finestpeoplel've evermet”.

“I had great privilege of working
with him. Nazrul Islam, Osmani--

| Khanom, wife
{ of Engn Rafiqul
'| Haque and one
I | of the pioneers
| of womenrights
I movement,
passed away at
Gonoshasthaya
Nagor Hospital in the city yesterday
atthe age of B5, says a press release.

She left behind a daughter, a
son, grandchildren and a host of
relatives to mourn herdeath.

She will be buried at her family
graveyard in Gazipur after namaz-
e-janaza at Dhanmondi Eidgah
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Seminar

Centre for Advanced Research in
Humanities of Dhaka University
organises a seminar on poet Shamsur
Rahman's philosophy of life. Venue
Centre for Advanced Research in
Humanities. Time: 4:00pm

Journalists Forum organises the
second national conference of science
writers and joumalists. Venue: BCSIR
auditorium. Time: 9:00am.

Rotary Dhaka Central

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held. Venue:
Dhaka Club. Time: 1:30pm.

Publication ceremony

The publication ceremony of a memornal
book on Bangla language fitled ‘Mahan
Ekushey Subamajoyanti Grantha' will
be held. Adom publications will publish
the book. Venue: Cirdap Auditorium.
Time: 10:30am.

Khan. Venue: Public Library seminar
room. Time: 4:30pm.

Science fair
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Workers urged not to go
to Kurdistan illegally

UNB, Dhaka

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment yesterday made a
strong appeal to Bangladeshi
workers not to go to Kurdistan
illegally.

straits having travelled without
documents to Kurdistan.

"There are many better oppor-
tunities now for legal employment,
and so this is absolutely unneces-
sary," the spokesman added.

He said the government will
take action against the recruiting

UNB, Dhaka
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Rise in temperature likely

fomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or
squally wind is likely at one or two places over Rajshahi, Dhaka and
Sylhet divisions and the regions of Jessore, Kushtia and Comilla in
the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

dayat Rajshahiand lowest 18.4 degrees Celsius at Tangail.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:14pm today and rises at 5:53am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
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held yesterday at its headquarters at
Kakrail in the city, says a press
release.

The strategic plan for 2006-13
was discussed in the workshop.

Chief National Commissioner
of Bangladesh Scouts M Fazlur
Rahman inaugurated the work-
shop.

National commissioner, deputy
national commissioners, regional
scouters, headquarters officials
participated in the workshop.

[ftekhar Husain
full-fledged PIO

Iftekhar Husain has been pro-

He was serving as acting PI1O for
the lastone and a half year.

In his career Husain held a
number of important positions in

“What happened on December
13...there was an American resolu-
tion vetoed by the Soviet Union. The
Russians said, "You better hurry up,
we can't be going.' Then on 14th
December, we intercepted a mes-
sage that there was a meeting in the
government's house. With the
governor and Niazi at the meeting,
we arranged to have an air strike on
the house. And after that the gover-
nor resigned.

“General Niazi, Farman All went

the proposals for ceasefire under
UN, withdrawal under UN, hand-
over of government to UN, with-
drawal of anybody including ethnic
minorities under UN and no war
crimes, and there were some other

wrote.

On the absence of General MAG
Osmani, then the commander in
chief of the Bangladesh armed
forces, in the surrender ceremony at
Racecourse Maidan, Jacob said, "He
was in Sylhet. He had a helicopter
but he couldn't make it. It's not our
fault. We wanted him there.”

Queried exactly when India had
engaged in the war, he chuckled and
asked back, “Officially or unoffi-
cially?”

Searchlight, the crackdown on the
civilians, on March 26 and was
shocked at the events that unfolded
across the border.

“We had Mujib's declara-
tion...Zia's declaration on inde-

them when theywould goback.”

Talking on Bangladesh-India
relations, Jacob said the ties have
been “very good from the beginning
and are getting stronger and stron-
ger’.

However, there should be much
more interaction between the two
countries in commerce, trade,
investment and other areas of econ-
omy. They share common interests,
border, and have Bangla-speaking
people, he said.

both powers in the region;
Bangladesh is a very powerful coun-

‘Iacuh said 1,400 Indian troops
were killed and 4,000 wounded
during the Liberation War

today
- The 30th death
anniversary of
Principal
I[brahim Khan,
educationalist
and social
reformist, will
be held in the
city and Tangail
today, says a pressrelease.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani,

The spokesman referred to agents who will be involved In to see the American Consul-General Going into details, he said Il:ldiﬂ “On the whole it is b M Eﬂl ad?ﬂ?ﬂinedndﬂqggcﬁeﬂp;
Conference some recent media reports that sendingpeoplewithoutvalid travel Spivack (Herbert Spivack) on the was monitoring the situation since good. We have cummui]h m;ﬁ.r?ﬂ Tar? najlur
Bangladesh Science Wrnters and 1500 Bangladeshis are in dire documents. 14th (December 14) aftemoonwith the launch of Operation and we have to work together. We re gau.

Scholarships distribution
among the poor and meritorious
students willalso be held.

A discussion will be held at
Pbulic Library seminar room in the
cityat4:00pm.

Today is the
fourth death
anniversary of
Syed Ahmed,
former cabinet
secretary and
former director
of World Bank,
says a press

release.
Relatives, friends and admirers

Discussion Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the moted to full-fledged Principal have been requested to pray for
Principal Ibrahim . Khan Foundation country. Day temperature may rise slightly over the country, Met Information Officer (PIO) of the salvation of the departed soul.
organises a discussion to mark the 30th Office said. Press Information Department -

death anniversary of Principal Ibrahim Highest temperature 37.2 degrees Celsius was recorded yester- (PID), says a PID handout. Farah Amena Rashid

Today is the
eighth death
anniversary of
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