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“We will encourage our member troupes to stage
plays at the Zahir Raihan Sanskritik Kendra
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Chairman of Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation (BGTF) M.
Hamid is one of the few theatre
leaders who were involved during
the construction of the Zahir
Raihan Sanskritik Kendra.

On his involvement with Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC), M. Hamid
said, "DCC revised its plan in
response to our guideline during
the construction of the centre to
ensure proper acoustics and light
setting. This auditorium is even
better than most of the popular
venuesin Dhaka."

On the issue of popularising the
venue, Hamid said, "Inidally DCC
should encourage theatre troupes

to stage plays at the venue on a
regular basis.”

What role can BGTF play?
Hamid replied, “We will encourage
our member troupes to stage plays
here.” ‘

Sharing his expectations from
DCC, Hamid said, "DCC, in partic-
ular the mayor, had done a great
job, creating a scope to boost the
theatre activities in Old Dhaka. We
hope that DCC would create more
such centres in different areas of
the city like Mirpur, Dhanmondi,
Uttara and Rampura to decentral-
ise the current Ramna area based
theatre practice. It will also enable
theatre troupes to stage their pro-
ductions at different venues, which
should help the troupes to eamn
more. Moreover, this will also make

— M. Hamid

watching theatre plays more con-
venient for people living in areas
thatare far from the Ramna area.”
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"Konjush" to be staged today

Down memory lane

Madhubala: The evanescent flame

Recently, screen diva of yesteryears Madhubala was immor-
talised when the Indian government released a stamp in her
name.

On the occasion her youngest sister, Madhur Bhushan,
provided a closer insight into Madhubala's life, her romance
with Dilip Kumar, her unhappy marriage to Kishore Kumar,
and herillness. Excerpts:

OnMadhubala's entryinto films

My father, Ataullah Khan, was working in the Imperial
Tobacco Company in Peshawar, Pakistan, when he lost his
job and decided to come to Mumbai. Madhubala was seven
atthattime. Her real name was Mumtaz Begum.

My father started looking for a job. He also took
Madhubala to film studios. She got work in Basant (1942) at
the age of nine. The leading lady's name was Mumtaz Shanti,
so Madhubala was called 'Baby Mumtaz', when she was a
child actress.

She got her first break in Kirdar Sharma's Neel Kamal.
Kirdar's wife was supposed to play the lead role but she
passed away. As Madhubala knew the dialogues, she became
a heroine at the age of 13. From this film onwards, she was
credited as Madhubala. The film did not do well, but her work
was appreciated.

Madhubala shot to fame in 1949 with Mahal. She was 16.
At that time, no one realised that she was ill, not even my
father. Madhubala was a healthy child, and very bubbly.

On Madhubala's illness

Madhubala first heaved blood when she was in Chennai
shooting for S.S. Vassan's Bahut Din Huwe (1954). She was
treated, and she resumed shooting. Nobody thought she was
ill until she fainted on J.K. Nanda's sets while shooting with
Raj Kapoor on Chalack (1957). The film never got completed.
That's when the doctor said that she had a hole in her heart.
Shewas 24 then.

Looking at her, one would not say that she was unwell. She,

some of the scenes, one can notice that she looks pale and
sick.

On her family

People say that my family knew she was ill but we did not
make proper arrangements for her treatment; that we hid
this fact from producers to get work. But there was no medi-
cal technology back then to checkwhethershehadaholeina
heart, so how would any of us know?We came to know only in
1957. After three years, she went to London for treatment.
Butitwastoo late.

Everyone blamed my father. But he was protective about
his daughters since his sons had died at the ages of five and
six. He took care of her work but never interfered on what
films she should take up.

On Madhubala's romance with Dilip Kumar
The reason Madhubala broke up with Dilip Kumar was B.R.
Chopra's film Naya Daur, notmy father.

Madhubala had shot a part of the film when the makers
decided to go for an outdoor shoot to Gwalior. The place was
known for dacoits, so my father asked them to change the
location. They disagreed because they wanted a hilly terrain.
So my father asked her to quit the film. He was ready to pay
the deficit.

Chopra asked Dilip Kumar for help. Dilipsaab and
Madhubala were engaged then. Dilipsaab tried to mediate
butMadhubalarefused to disobeyher father.

Chopra's production filed a case against her, which went
on forayear. Butthis did not spoil their relationship.

Dilipsaab told her to forget movies and get married to him.
She said she would marry him, provided he apologised to her
father. He refused, so Madhubalalefthim. That one 'sorry’ could
have changed her life. She loved Dilipsaabtill the day she died.
On Madhubala's marriage to Kishore Kumar
When Madhubala was seriously ill and was planning to go to
London for treatment, Kishore Kumar proposed to her.
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a driver. He would come once in about four months to see
her. He did not take her phone calls often. Kishorebhai was
madly in love with Madhubala but once she returned from

As part of the ongoing Mahanagar belongs to the '‘Comedy of Mor- 0Old Dhaka) protagonist --arich old herself, was notready to believe that she wasiill. My father wanted her to wait and get a clean chit from the London, he deserted her. Hewas nota good husband.

Natyoshob ‘08, Loko Natya Dal will  als' genre, which is designed to man named Haider Ali. Through Her last film was Mughal-E-Azam, which releasedin 1960. 1ondon doctors first. But Madhubala married Kishore Madhubala was very d‘--’i-‘}'"‘*'*‘ d because no one came to

stage Konjush today at the Zahir address vices like hypocrisy, Haider Ali's story, Konjush People think that she worked after that too, but that's not  Kumar out of stubbornness, and resentment towards  Loot her. Once considered "Bollywood royalty’, she had no

Raihan Sanskritik Kendra at pride, greed, pretensions and addresses the opportunistic ten- true. She had completed all her films in the 10 years that took Dilipsaab. They got married in 1'95,3_5}]“;,35 27 yearsold. &Elé""'["t;h‘-’f VISI’;?E”"'I‘!E‘” she was bedridden and dying. She
edattheage of 36.

Loharpul Sutrapur.

nepotism,.

dencies ofthe elite.

for Mughal-E-Azamto be finished.

Once the doctor gave his verdict -- that she would not live
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Kﬂ_ﬂjush. an adaptation of the Tarig Anam Khan's adaptation Liaquat Ali Lucky is the director, Some movies released after she was bedridden but she for long -- Kishorebhai bought her a house on Mumbai's  *°*=*** i7" ortearressstesesrsseseennanseanaavessanasasanssnnassrnsananss snesessnes -
Moliere satire The Miser, presentsa 'Dhakaiyya'(anative of setandlightdesignerofthe play. was in no condition to work after Mughal-E-Azam.Infact,in  Carter Road. She was left alone in the house, with a nurse and Source: Rediff.com :
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