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Hasina fit enough

FROM PAGE 1

Sanowar Hossain also said some
new symptoms have developed in
her eyes.

Earlier in the day, the court set
March 30 for hearing the counsels
defending the AL chief and seven
others on whether charges should
be framed against them of graft in
awarcll)ing the contr;ct of setting
up a barge-mounted power plant
in Khulna. . ;

The case was filed by the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACQC)
lastyear.

he prosecution completed
their submissions on March 9,
nﬂMmment of the hearing
pr INngs on seven occasions.

The jail authorities in its state-
mentincluded a medical report by
the Square Hospital describing
Hasina's present health status as
fine.

The court saw a heated debate
following submission of the health
report that the defence said was
“false, fabricated and motivated to
tarnish the public image of the AL
president”.

Earlier on March 17, the court
expressed dissatisfaction and
surprise over hospitalisation of
the former premier without its
knowledge, and asked for an

explanation of the action.
In the report, the prisons
authorities apologised to the court

for the “unintended mistake” over
Hasina's admission to hospital.
Considering her social status and
wishes, they had her admitted to
the Square Hospital on March 11
on suggestions from her personal
physicians.

The report added that she is in
fine condition and going through
a few more medical examinations.

It said physically she is quite
okay, but she does not want to
attend the proceedings and that
was why the jail officials failed to
produce her before the court.

The court sat at 11:30am
shortly after the report from the
jail authorities reached. Of the
eight accused, former ener
secretary Dr Toufig-e-Elahi
Chowdhury was present.

Syed Ahsan Habib Shamim,
assistant public prosecutor, read
out the report. The prosecution
said Hasina must be produced
before the court.

They also asked if her health
condition was fine then why she
was allowed to be at hospital and
why she needed some more medi-
cal tests.

Over the claim of her unwilling-
ness to show up, the judge said, “It
is something new that the court is
facing.”

The defence questioned
authenticity of the report and
sought permission for lawyers and

relatives of the defendant to meet

her. The court said since proceed-
ings are being hampered for her
reluctance to appear, it would
have to fix a date for hearing on
charge framing first.

Hasina's lawyers said why they
should trust the report when none
of her relatives, lawyers and per-
sonal physicians was allowed to
meet herin the last 13 days.

“The report arouses suspicions
and doubt,” they observed, adding
that they fear her life might be in
danger.

“We are afraid a conspiracy is
on to push our client to death,”
said Advocate Kamrul Islam. As he
continued arguments in a high-
pitched voice, the court at one
stage said, “It is a court of law. You
cannot deliver a speech that you
usually do ata political meeting.

“You all are attending as her
counsel, notaleader.”

Judge Firoz Alam continued,
“We could not begin the trial yet
due to time petitions by both the
sides and non-production of the
accused.

“And now [ see the accused is
notwilling to appear.”

He said, “At present, the court
has two documents in hand--a
statement from the jail authorities
and a report from the Square
Hospital. You might have appre-
hension in mind but this court has
no suspicion at this moment.”

The court also observed that its
main task is to hear the case. The
matters relating to meeting with
relatives, doctors and lawyers are

Al threatens
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am to 5:00 pm, was held to protest
the arrest of the AL chief and
demand her unconditional release
for better treatment. [t was the first
protest of its kind since the state of
emergency has been ‘declared in
the country. And the harshest tone
taken by AL since.

Presidium member Suranjit
Sengupta gave the government a
weei‘:ls time to let the people know
if they will walk the path of democ-
racy. If not, he warned that AL
would be forced to take a decision
aboutwhatto do next.

AL acting president Zillur
Rahman, acting general secretary
Syed Ashraful Islam, Presidium
members Amir Hossain Amu,
Abdur Razzak Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, organising
secretaries Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and Abdul Mannan
and other top officials of the party
wcrzﬂrtsent atthe time.

illur Rahman pointed out that
AL had faced many problems in the
country in the past but never like
what they face at present. He said
that only Sheikh Hasina could help
lead the nation out of the present
crisis.

Tofail Ahmed directed all the

front tions of the party to
make all out preparations for move-
ments in the coming days.

Other leaders echoed him and
also demanded Sheikh Hasina's
unconditional release for treat-
ment. They also
free and fair polls in the country.
hThc % E:aders also ;I’Lti{.;:il‘:d

e ent an-
ﬂed% ina‘s treatrnent.

expressed hope for

ust privileges it grants to the
Lccus[;d. It sgnl:d. “You will have the
privileges as per the law.”

Just when the judge was about
to deliver orders, Kamrul said,
“Why are you avoiding the prayer |
have submitted?” ;

Angered, Judge Firoz replied,
“The court is not bound to hear a
matter at the time you submit
[that]. It will be heard later.

“I want the accused to be pres-
ent here first and only then will
hear the other matters. It is more
important for the court to be
relieved of anxiety over the state of
the accused than relieving you,
he said addressing the lawyer.

In response to the defence
complaining that many of the
court's earlier orders were not
followed, the judge said, “Let the
court take its proper course of
action. Have patience. All its
orders would definitely be carried
out.”

BRIEFING AT HOSPITAL
Prof Sanowar said the Square
Hospital has some limitations in
treating the AL leader's ear prob-
lems, and a final report would be
iven after further examination in
is regard.

He said the doctors think Hasina
needs to be under supervision for
some more time and she should
have anumber of other tests. To say
something definitive about the
latest symptoms, doctors need
around 10 days.

Her blood pressure has been
normal and E:ﬁy contained, he
noted, adding that her hearing
problem however remains
unchanged.

The panel chief said Hasina is
now doing well. He however
declined to comment when asked
whether she was fit enough to
appear at the court.

Earlier on Thursday, Dr Sarwar-
e-Alam told the newsmen that the
medical team formed to examine
her health would make its formal
recommendations to the jail
authorities by yesterday [Sunday].

Emon remanded
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with illegal arms trading and cur-
rency smuggling. Emon was placed
on remand in an arms case while
Ishaqinacurrency smuggling case.

Meanwhile, the court also
granted a four-day remand for
Emon after Detective Branch (DB)
of Police prayed for his custody in
remand. The DB wants to interro-
gate him in connection with the
murder of former vice-chancellor
ProfAftab Ahmad.

Emon is expected to be handed
over to DB after his remand period
with CID expires.

However, CID sources said they
would seek fresh remand for Emon
to interrogate him in connection
with the killing of BNP leader Liaqat.

Sources said the CID is verifying
the information provided by Emon
regarding the "criminal activities” of
former state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar and recently
suspended sub-inspector Sanwar
Hossain, who was working as liaison
inspector for Bangladesh Rifles in
Rajshahiregion.

The sources said Rajshahi super-
intendent of police directed Sanwar
to report to the CID office in Dhaka
and he has been staying at the CID
office.

OMS dealers
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government expert consultative
meeting talked about various
urgentinterventions, UNB reports,

“Thedecisiontoincrease the sale
of rice under OMS would not create
any problem for food stock as the
country now has six lakh tonnes of
food instorage,” he said.

Meanwhile, the import of four
lakh tonnes of rice from India hangs
in the balance since the two coun-
tries could not strike the deal yester-
day. Yesterday's scheduled meeting
on the import between the director
general (DG) of food and Indian
negotiators did not take place due to
unknown reasons.

An Indian negotiator, however,
told The Daily Star that the foreign
ministries of the countries have
already exchanged views on the
issue and both the governments’
highest levels are to decide now.

“Probably, this is why today’'s
[Sunday's] meeting was not held,"
the negotiator said.

Talking to The Daily Star DG Pius
Costa said the decision to import
rice from India is now depending on
the highest level of the government
butthe negotiations will continue.

He said the first consignment of 1
lakh tonnes of rice has started arriv-
ing in the country. At least 35,000
tonnes are expected to arrive within
the 30thofthismonth, he added.

He said rice import was ham-

for two to three days due to
olidays in India but the flow would
resume from today.

Bangladesh is importing the rice
at $399 per tonne after India prom-
ised the export of 5 lakh tonnes of
rice to Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, around 3,000 rice-
laden trucks, imported by the pri-
vate sector, are stranded in
Petrapole, the Indian side of
Benapole Land Port, for 19 days,
reports our Benapole correspon-
dent. The delay was due to a dead-
lock in the negotiations of the prices
ofrice.

Rice traders in Dhaka claimed
yesterday that rice prices remained
unchanged at both wholesale and
retail markets.

Wholesalers said Swarna and
Ratna varieties of rice were selling at
Tk 1,200 and Tk 1,250 per maund,
37.32kg. Local varieties of coarse
rice were selling between Tk 1,140
and Tk 1,200 per maund.

Atthe retail level, coarse varieties
of rice were selling between Tk 32

and Tk 35 per kg vesterday while the
finer varieties were selling between
Tk36and Tk 42 kg, the traders said.

85 more killed
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The government claims it has killed
2,322 rebels since January against
the loss of 136 of its own troops.
Colombo allows no journalists or
rights groups into the embattled
regions, making it impossible to
verify the figures.

Thousands of people have been
killed in a new wave of fighting
since December 2005, when a
Norwegian-brokered truce began
to unravel. The truce was formally
ended by the government in
January.

The rebels have been battling
for an independent homeland
since 1972 in an ethnic conflict that
has claimed tens of thousands of

lives.

Cabinet okays
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placed by the Local Government
Division.

A regular weekly meeting of the
council with Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed in the chair
took the decision.

The council meeting asked for
placing those ordinances before
the council again as soon as possi-
ble after vetting by the law ministry
for final approval.

The meeting also approved
amendment to the Bar Council
Temporary Rules (Ordinance
2007).

Chief Adviser's Press Secretary
Syed Fahim Munaim briefed news-
men about the outcome of the
advisory council meeting,

Members of the Advisory
Council attended the meeting at
the CA's office. Cabinet secretary
and secretaries concerned were
also present.

Dhaka-Kolkata
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The date will be announced offi-

cially after an agreement between
the railway officials of the two coun-
tries. It is expected to be signed
during a three-day bilateral talk in
Dhaka beginning on April 1, said
communications ministry officials.

"We are aiming to start the
Dhaka-Kolkata passenger train
service from Pahela Baishakh...
You see, our rail minister has
already announced the date in
the parliament,” Indian High
Commissioner Pinak Ranjan
Chakravarty said yesterday while
replying to a reporter's query at
the communications ministry.

He was talking to reporters after
a meeting with Communications
Adviser Maj Gen (retd) Ghulam

Quader.
Infrastructural works that are
yet to be completed would be
finished within a short time, he
hoped.

Responding to a query, he said
fences near no man's land would
not create any problem in
launching the rail service. "We
have already reached an agree-
ment on this."

Pinak hoped that people of the
two countries would benefit once
the train service connecting the
capitals of Bangladesh and West
Bengal is launched.

"There are still some unfin-
ished tasks, but we hope those
will be finished by Pahela
Baishakh,” Communications
Secretary Mahbubur Rahman
told reporters.

"We have already done two
trial runs and found no problems.
Let's start the service; we can
address problems if they come
up,” he said.

Talking to The Daily Star last
night, he said, "There should be
no reason for delaying the train
service.”

Bangladesh has set up the
immigration centre in Darsana,
Chuadanga for the time being, he
said. "The Railway is preparing
the budget for setting up the
centre near the international
border,” he added.

Bangladesh would also con-
struct fences near zero line of the
bérder and construction work
will start after the budget for it is
approved, the communications
secretary added.

The two-way passenger train
would run once aweek.

St Martin
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numbers have gone down alarm-
ingly.

Coastal and Wetland
Biodiversity Management Project
(CWBMP) has undertaken a pro-
ject to preserve two endangered
species of the turtles -- Green Turtle
and Olive Ridley Turtle -- by keep-
ing the sea beach undisturbed.
Steps have been taken to collect the
turtle eggs and put them in a newly
constructed hatchery.

The CWBMP ?as engaged
Bangladesh POUSH, a local NGO,
in keeping parts of the beaches off
limits to people where turtles
usually come to lay eggs. The initia-
tive bars tourists from lighting
campfire along the beaches or
using flashlights at night so that
turtles could safely lay eggs.

POUSH has empluye%gl 7 guards
full-time in order to ensure that
turtles return to the sea safely after
laying eggs. The guards then collect
the eggs and put them in the hatch-
ery.
Under the supervision of Dr
Tapan Kumar Ghoshal, the POUSH

ards have so far collected over

,335 eggs. During the last 14
months, over 2,200 hatchlings were
released into the sea.

Dr Ghoshal said once the beach
is secured against intruding tour-
ists and dogs, turtles in increased
numbers would again take the St
Martin's beaches as their natural

breeding ground.
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Paribagh, Begunbari
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Several hundred SSC examinees

living in the slum brought out a
procession in the area demanding
suspension of the eviction drive
until the SSC examinations are over.

The BSMMU authorities, how-
ever, could not recover another 16
decimals of encroached land, occu-
pied by several high-rise structures,
due to two separate court injunc-
tions.

The construction of the build-

“ings on the encroached BSMMU

land went on unabated as the
BSMMU authorities did not resist it
in time, alleged sources.

Prof MA Mannan, chairman of
Property Recovery Committee of
BSMMU, told The Daily Star, "We
cannot remove them as there are
court injunctions. However, we are
continuing our battle [in court]
against the injunctions.”

Parts of the buildings, however,
have been constructed on BSMMU
land and the remainder on land
belonging to the building owners,
headded.

Commenting on BSMMU
employees' involvement in
building and renting out slums
on the encroached land, he said,
"It has been to our knowledge
that some BSMMU staff had
been collecting rentals from the
slum dwellers."

Witnesses said nearly 100 work-
ers hired by the BSMMU authorities
conducted the eviction drive since
the morning in presence of a magis-
trate and around 50 police person-
nel.

Sources said influential BSMMU
employees, with the connivance of
some staff members had built the
shanties and tin-roofed houses for
rental purposes.

Evicted slum dweller Aleya
Begum, 60, from Natore, told The
Daily Star, “My family had been
living here for the last 10 years. I've
been paying Tk 1,600 rental [per
month] to BSMMU staff Liton."

“The BSMMU authorities
announced about the eviction two

days ago, butwe weredoubtful  if
the eviction would take place at all
since several similar instructions in
the past were never carried out.”

According to sources, a number
of the fourth-class employees of the
BSMMU who are involved in the
rental business on the encroached
land now own buildings and flats
elsewhere.

RAJUKDRIVEAT BEGUNBARI
Rajuk authorities yesterday demol-
ished over 600 shanties at the
Begunbari slum, rendering hun-
dredsofdwellers homeless.

The Rajuk authorities with the
help of police conducted the drive
from 10:00am till 5:00pm, said
police.

A heart-rending situation arose
in the slum area when the slum
dwellers started to cry and request
Rajuk officials not to destroy their
homes.

A number of slum dwellers
alleged that the Rajuk authorities
did not inform them of the date of
the drive beforehand.

Rebutting the allegation, Rajuk
officials claimed that they had
served notice regarding the eviction
drive five days ago.

The evicted inhabitants couldn't
help but watch their belongings
being destroyed before their very
eyes while a large number of police
stood on guard.

Moeen
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photograph and national identity
(ID) card.

He also apprised the president
of the preparation for holding
march past at the National Parade
Ground on the Independence Day,
March 26.

The president expressed satis-
faction at the activities of the army.

Military Secretary to the presi-
dent Maj Gen Mohd Aminul Karim,
secretary to President’'s Office M
Sirajul Islam and President's Press
Secretary Abdul Awal Howlader
were present.

SCBA firm on polls
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necessary to take its prior permis-
sion forholding the election.

The outgoing leaders of the
association and election candi-
dates urged all Supreme Court
lawyers at the meeting to make the

election as perschedulea success.

Barrister Amir told The Daily
Star that all senior lawyers con-
curred at the meeting that as per
the EPR there is no necessity for
taking any prior permission for
holding the election.

In the EPR, the restriction is put
on bringing out processions and
rallies only, the lawyers said.

Holding the election is an inter-
nal affair of the Supreme Court. So,
the government has no authority to
give any decision regarding this,
theyobserved at the meeting.

"Based on the senior.advocates'
opinions, the SCBA decided to send
the DMP a letter informing that
prior permission is not necessary
forholding the election,” said Amir.

In reply to a question, he said
allowing the SCBA to hold the
election now depends on the gov-
ernment. "All is set to hold the
election. The 30-member election
commission is also ready to hold
the election," he added.

THEDMP LETTER

The letter signed by DMP
Additional Police Commissioner
Shamsunnahar on behalf of the
commissioner was sent to the
SCBA secretary.

In the letter, the DMP said it
came to know that preparations are
going on for holding the SCBA
election on March 24.

Accordingto the EPR 2007, there
1S a provision for taking prior per-
mission from the DMP commis-

Release Khaleda
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When asked whether the BNP
would announce any agitation
programmes if Khaleda does not
get bail before the Independence
Day, he said party leaders would
take decision in this regard but
added that they still hope that the
BNP chiefwould be freed.

"Peniale want her release from
jail as all the cases filed against her
are false and fabricated," he added.

The letter also called for the
release of other BNP leaders and
workers including its Senior Joint
Secretary General Tarique Rahman
and his younger brother Arafat
Rahman Koko.

The decision to demand in
writing the release of "political
prisoners” was taken Thursday at a
meeting of the senior BNP leaders
and its front-organisation leaders.

"Khaleda Zia has been shown

- arrested in a fabricated case. The

authorities could not prove an
allegations against her either,”
reads the letter.

It described Khaleda as the
chairperson of the largest political
party in Bangladesh and said che
was elected as prime minister Jor
three times and was also a success-
fulopposition leader.
~ "She played an extraordinary role
in establishing parliamentary
democracy in the country,” the letter
said adding that Bangladesh estab-
lished itself as an emerging eco-
nomic tiger during Khaleda's time in
office and as such, it is against
humanity to keep herinjail forlong.

Earlier, the Awami League
submitted a letter to the chief
adviser demanding the release of
party President Sheikh Hasina,

sioner for holding such an election
in Dhaka metropolitan area, it said.
The provision has been violated
in this case, the letter said, asking
the SCBA authority to refrain from
holding the election.
Unlike the previous years, the

“SCBA eléction was set'to'beé held

without any direct influence and
backing of the political parties as a
result of the state of emergency and
the ban on politics.

A total of 40 candidates are
contesting for 14 posts of the SCBA
executive committee this year.

Sixare vying for the post of SCBA
president. They are barrister
Shafique Ahmed, Humayun
Hossain Khan, Khandaker Mahbub
Hossain, Saifur Reza, AK Mojibur
Rahman and SirajulIslam Khan.

Contestants for the post of secre-
tary are ABM Zahidul Haque, AKM
Jahirul Haque, Badruddoza Badal,
Nurul Islam Sujon, Awsafur
Rahman Buluand SM Abul Hossain.
' The rest are contesting for the
posts of two vice-presidents, a
treasurer, two assistant secretaries
and seven executive members.

Soaring price
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high prices are likely to continue,
said Fahim.

He said the government is also
discussing rationing, the specifics
of which the new committee will
thrash outtomorrow.

Fahim however said the gov-
ernment is looking into work for
food programmes, 'because peo-
ple sometimes become depend-
entonstate rations'.

Currently 70 percent of the
population has VGF cards, and the
government recently extended the
duration of OMS operations to 5
months from its originally
planned duration of 2 months,
while it is looking to extend the
timeframe even further. OMS
allocations might also be
increased, said Fahim.

Ensuring food supply will also
feature prominently among the
new committee's talking points,
with the committee looking to
discuss an 'advanced procure-
ment plan’ as a precautionary
measure against future shortages.

The government is still negoti-
ating with India to procure 5 lakh
tons of rice, which has already
started torollin.

The composition of the com-
mittee was yet to be finalised at
the time of filing this report last
night, which is to comprise the
food, commerce, and agriculture
advisers along with representa-
tives from other agencies, includ-
ing Bangladesh Rifles.

Substituting rice with potato
for staple, which just had a
bumper harvest, was also sug-
gested during the cabinet discus-
sions yesterday, but the govern-
ment is still looking for 'more
realisticsolutions’, said Fahim.

Recently, a number of advisers
suggested that people make 'good
use’ of a bumper potato harvest in
the face of rising rice prices,
Prices of coarse rice have gone up
by 67 percent over the last 12
months, according to a report by
the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS).

Fahim said the government is
also optimistic of a good upcom-
ing boro harvest, and will stock up
to ensure future supply.

Manju
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in the wealth statement submitted

to the ACC.,

Manju's wife Tasmima was
made an accused in the case for
abetting her husband.

On June 26, Manju was sen-
tenced to five years' simple impris-
onment and fined Tk 10,000 for

ossessing 21 bottles of liquor at
Eis Dhanmondiresidence.
CASES AGAINST QUADER
ACC Assistant Director
Mohammad Talebur Rahman, also
the 10 of the cases, yesterday sub-
mitted the charge sheets to the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka showing 24 people in
each case as prosecution witnesses
in the cases filed against AL Joint
General Secretary Obaidul Quader.

On September 30 last year, ACC
Assistant Director Ashraful Islam
filed the cases with Paltan Police
Station against Quader, also former
state minister for youth, sports and
cultural affairs, on charges of tak-
ing Tk 1.41 crore in bribe from
bidders on different dates.

In the cases, the complainant
said the AL leader while at the helm
of the ministry took bribes to help
bidders win tender of different
development activities under
National Sports Council.

In the cases, the complainant
mentioned that Obaidul Quader
took Tk 37 lakh, Tk 57 lakh and Tk
47 lakh from three contractors on
different dates between January 1,
1999 and September3,2001,

DU int'l hall
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Faiz said that he heard the news
from university Proctor AKA Feroz
yesterday afternoon.
He will speak to the hall provost
regarding the issue today, he added.
However, hall Provost Prof
Aminur Rahman Majumder could
not be contacted over phone
despite frequentattempts.

Power Cell
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international procurement prac-
tice". The IFC says that while a
detailed letter is also unusual, it was
far more common than meetings.

The Power Cell had a meeting
yesterday and the IFC sent two
representatives on its behalf. The
cell yesterday finally decided to
send Summit a letter explaining the
causes of therejection.

"Clearly the cell cannot make its
own decisions. It is the IFC which is
deciding everything for the cell,”
said asource.

The Bibiyana tender will now
have only three competitors and
Sirajganj justtwo.

In the Bibiyana project, the cell
pre-qualified US tompanies AES
and Chevron (which also operates

the Bibiyana Gas Field), Korean
Kepco, Malaysian Powertek along
with Siemens and "conditionally”
qualified Summit and disqualified
Malaysian YTL on grounds of small
differences. In the Sirajganj project,
the cell pre-qualiﬁej just AES,
Kepco and Powertek lastmonth.

Interestingly, soon after this pre-
qualification, Kepco and Powertek
on Februrary 11 announced that
they would merge and bid as one,
thus shrinking the competition in
Bibiyana and Sirajganj. On February
14, the cell finally disqualified
Summitin the Bibiyana project.

The cell's February letter noted
that Summit was designated as a
conditionally qualified bidder
because its financial statements
were not prepared in accordance
with the International Accounting
Standards (IAS).

The cell on December 4 named
four auditors and asked Summit to
have its finances audited as per the
tender rule by employing any of the
four auditors. The audited financial
statement should reach the cell
before January15.

The Bibiyana tender reg;.l]ires
that a bidding company's net finan-
cial value would be more than $100
million. Summit accordingly sub-
mitted its audited financial state-
ment complying with the IAS within
the deadline. Even though the
auditor puts Summit's net financial
value at more than $121 million, the
cell arbitrarily puts its own financial
evaluation atonly $32.5 million. The
cell termed the company "non-
qualified bidder”.

ADP

FROM PAGE 16

component of ADP bringing down
the allocation for that part to Tk
13,550 crore from its earlier alloca-
tionofTk 16,700 crore.

The foreign aid funded project
expenditure will also come down
by 5.59 percent bringing down the

location to Tk 8,950 crore from
the earlier Tk 9,800 crore.

Allocations coming from local
resources are to be slashed by 41
percent or Tk 5,552 crore, bringin
the revised allocation down to T
7,973 crore from the earlier Tk
13,525 crore.

But allocations coming from
foreign resources will increase by
15 percent or Tk 1,552 crore, push-
ing thoseup toTk 14,527 crore from
the original amount of Tk 12,975
crore. This increase is made possi-
ble by donors' increased budgetary
support of Tk 5,425 crore to the
government, which was only Tk
2,100 crore in the original ADP
prior to cyclone Sidr and last year's
successive floods.

Despite having plans to reduce
the annual development expendi-
ture, the government will also
increase the lump sum allocation
for development of local govern-
ments and Chittagong Hill Tracts,
in the revised ADP, by allocating an
additional sum of Tk 150 crore for
the purpose.

The cut in ADP allocation will
come from slashing development
funds for rural development,
power, communications, and
water development sectors, as
those sectors will not be able to
implement all of the projects of the
fiscal thatwere planned earlier.
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risk of bringing a defiant person

to the office of prime minister
who may one day say no even to
him.

Zardari remembers that Gilani
said no to his leader Benazir
Bhutto twice when he was
Speaker of the National Assembly
from 1993 to 1996. Gillani issued
the production orders of some
opposition MPs in 1994 who were
in jail. Prime Minister Benazir was
notready to implement the orders
of her own Speaker. She wanted to
punish Sheikh Rashid Ahmad
who used filthy language against
her many times. Gilani took a
stand. He argued that his orders
must be implemented, otherwise
he will resign from the post.
Finally his orders were imple-
mented. |

Next year opposition parties
led by Nawaz Sharif scuffled with
the treasury bench during the
speech of President Farooq
Leghari at the joint session of the
parliament. Benazir sent her
Attorney General Qazi Jamil to
Gilani with the message that the
Speaker must register a case with
police against the opposition MPs
for attacking the president.

Gilani politely declined it but
the attorney general insisted
again and again. Finally Gilani
asked the attorney general to
leave his office. He told the prime
minister that he would not pre-
side over the National Assembly
as a protest. The resulting crisis
lasted for 20 days.

The Intelligence Bureau
reported to Bhutto that Speaker
Gilani was in contact with opposi-
tion parties and hatching a con-
spiracy to become prime minis-
ter. Benazir sent that report to
Gilani. He returned the file with
the note that only time would
prove his loyalty to the party. After
that Benazir accepted Gilani's
point of view and the crisis was
resolved.

Benazir was impressed with
the loyalty and courage of Gilani
when he was arrested before the
election 0f2002. Tariq Aziz, a close
aide of President Musharraf,
visited him at Rawalpindi Central
Jail and offered him release from
jail in return for changing his
loyalty but Gillani snubbed the
offer. After the 2002 election many
government officials visited him
in jail and tried their best to per-
suade him to break away from the
PPP but he remained defiant to
Musharraf and loyal to Benazir
Bhutto.

Just few weeks before the
assassination of Benazir, Gilani

‘was approachéd by the establish-

New 'Mr No' of Pakistan

ment to switch his loyalty for
something big but he refused the
offer too.

He is not different from his
forefather Musa Pak Shaheed who
was governor of Multan during
the Mughal Empire. When
Emperor Aurangzeb launched a
campaign against his rebel
brother Dara Shikoh, Musa Pak
sided with the weak prince, Dara.
Aurangzeb visited Musa Pak in
Multan and asked him to stop
supporting Dara. But he was
degant and lost his governorship
as aresult.

Zardari is sure that the descen-
dant of Musa Pak will not take
dictation from any local or foreign
intelligence agency. He preferred
Gilani to Makhdoom Amin Fahim
because the latter was the darling
of Pakistani establishment for
many years, Musharraf offered
the prime minister post to
Makhdoom many times but
Benazir never allowed him to
acceptthe offer.

Zardari became suspicious
about Makhdoom in January 2008
when he held a meeting with
Musharraf without the knowledge
of the party leadership. Gilani
never entertained such invita-
tions from top government oflfi-
cials.

Soft-spoken Gilani is commit-
ted to restoring the 1973 constitu-
tion in its true spirit which means
that he will support any move to
clip the powers of the president.
He is the one who participated in
rallies organised in support for
the independence of the judi-
ciary. He became the target of
Musharraf regime after he sup-
ported deposed chief justice
[ftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry.

A scandalous video clip was
posted on YouTube but Gilani
never gave up. He is determined
to find a middle way to restore the
deposed judges. He does not want
any immediate clash with the
president who is still staying in
the Army House.

Gilani will also not blindly
follow the war-against-terror
policy of Musharraf. He believes
that the army must stop military
operations in the tribal areas and
the government must start a
genuine peace initiative with the
militants. Gilani has said it many
times recently that "if we can talk
to India, why not talk to our own
people?”.

Zardari has assured Yousuf
Raza Gilani that he will run the
affairs of Pakistan for five years,
not for three months. Zardan 1is
aware that his "Mr No" will be a
problem for President Musharraf,
notforhim. - -
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the embattled US ally.

Musharraf, speaking at a mili-
tary parade marking Pakistan's
national day, hailed the start of
what he called a "real democratic
era” in the country, plagued for
months by violence linked to al-
Qaeda and Taliban militants.

"Whichever new government
is formed, it will have my full
support,” Musharraf said, adding
that he hoped the new adminis-
tration would maintain peace,
economic growth and vigorously
combat terrorism and extrem-
1Sm.

The man set to become
Pakistan's new premier -- former
parliamentary speaker Yousuf
Raza Gilani, who was nominated
by the party of slain ex-premier
Benazir Bhutto -- on Sunday
promised to deliver following his
party'sbigelection win.

"I can only assume that we are
here to deliver -- we are not here
just to stay for a period,” Gilani
told reporters outside parlia-
ment, where he filed his nomina-
tion papers ahead of Monday's
election for the premiership.

"Inshallah (God willing) we
will deliver and there is a will and
thereisahope.”

Gilani was named on Saturday
by Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party as its candidate for prime
minister, more than a month after
the PPP won the most seats in
general elections.

Musharrat vows

The party has agreed to form a
coalition government with the
party of ex-PM Nawaz Sharif, who
was ousted by Musharraf in a
coup in 1999, and other smaller
groups who trounced the US-
backed president's allies in the
February 18 polls.

Party officials said top coali-
tion members including Gilani
were set to meet on Sunday ahead
of Monday's parliamentary ses-
sion to elect a new prime minister
-- a vote which Gilani is almost
certain to win.

When asked how the new
government would handle
Musharraf, the 58-year-old
Gilani, a low-key but stalwart aide
to Bhutto and her husband Asif
Ali Zardari, replied: "1 will follow
the constitution.”

"We will struggle for the
supremacy of the parliament and
make it supreme in all
policymaking because it reflects
the wishes of the people,” he said,
vowing to pursue the mission of
Bhutto, who was assassinated on
December 27.

Gilani spent five years in jail
under Musharraf’s rule on cor-
ruption charges stemming from
his time as speaker -- charges his
PPP colleagues said were politi-
cally motivated.

"Yousuf Raza Gilani is not
afraid to lead and he knows the
way,” Zardari said in a statement
announcing the nomination on
Saturday.
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Jail cells of high profile prisoners,
seizing two SIM cards from
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury, a
cellphone from the hospital atten-
dant of Lutfozzaman Babar, and an
iPod from MosaddakAli Falu.
Deputy Inspector General (DIG-
Prisons) Maj Shamsul Haider
Siddique however told The Daily
Star that they seized two cellphones
from the police personnel guarding
Tarique Rahman at the BSMMU
prison cell.
But other sources said jail guards
caught Tarique red-handed as he
was talking over the mobile phone
of the doctor, sparking achaos in the
prison cell. Later, the jail authorities
rushed to the hospital cell and
seized the cellphone. They however
said the jail authonties also seized
another cellphone from a police-
man guarding the ai)ris::m cell of
Tarique at the hospital.
Maj Siddique said a raid was
going on in Dhaka Central Jail at the
time of filing this report at 10:00pm
yesterday.
Earlier, imprisoned former
ministers Air Vice-marshal (retd)
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, Barrister
Nazmul Huda, and former state
minister Aman Ullah Aman were

shifted to Narayanﬁanj Jail puni-
tively for using mobile phones in
Dhaka Central Jail.

Tarique tound

Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury;,
political adviser to former prime
minister Khaleda Zia, was sent to
Sylhet Jail punitively from
Kashimpur Jail, and former housing
minister Mirza Abbas was sent back
to Dhaka Central Jail from Apollo

Hospital for same reasons.

The jail authorities earlier also
seized mobile phones from the
possessions of imprisoned former
state minister Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Sigma Huda, wife of
Nazmul Huda, Sabera Aman, wife of
Aman Ullah Aman, and Khusnud
Lobi, wife of former lawmaker Al
AsgarLobi.

Following detection of quite
widespread use of mobile phones
by prisoners in violation of the jail
code, the government decided to
install cellphone jammers at all 67
prisons across the country.

A low range cellphone jammer
was installed at Dhaka Central Jail
experimentally about a month ago.
In the first phase, the jammers will
beinstalled atall 12 central jails, and
the rest of the jails will get them
gradually.

Meanwhile, Falu and former
Jamaat lawmaker Abdullah
Mohammad Taherwere sentback to
Dhaka Central Jail from BSMMU., as
doctors there had said they do not
need hospitalization any longer.




