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service delivery

The Baily Star

Intel to provide

mouw:ﬁns
ing, the programme speeds u
ﬁm the help of right partners tg
implementit, " Davies said.

tel is also discussing with the
educanon minstry about accom-
modating 1ts education content in
the curriculum and how to train the
teachers for the World Ahead

I me,
vies noted that the cost of
Internet connection in adeshis

incredibly high in the world as well as
in the region. This is why Intel is
looking for other ways t provide
education contents in the most cost

elffective way.

“For instance, there could be local
caching service. Contents like math
or science may be kept in the local
server so that students can access
them without any Internet connec-
tion,” hesaid.

Intel has signed ts with
Grameen Solutions and Bangladesh
lelecentre Network to set up
telecentres that will offer an array of
services to the public. Intel will be
offering a model to help the coun-
try's goal of setung up 40,000 such
centresacross the countryby 2011,

“The personal computer will be a
platform for farmers,
workers, students and all kinds of
people. They can have interactive
tele-medicine services, register land,
file application for passport, access
market information, hbrary and
other things,” Dawvies said. Some of
these services are already being
provided by different agencies. "Our
model will accommodate future
demands and technological require-

ments,"” he added.

The other issue Intel is looking at
is how to provide cost effective com-
puters to rural students. Intel has
already developed low r com-
puter processors which helped
manufacturing of the second gener-
ation $250 "Classmate” computers,
shock-proof and spill-proof PCs for
students. This price tag is half of that
ofnotebook computers.

Davies said the third generation
processor “Atom” for Classmate PCs
will be available from July next and it
will make these computers more
powerful and cost efficient. "These
computers will encourage kids to go
toschool,” he said.

"Intel's SKOOL is a package of

program that combines math, phys-
ics, chemistry, biology etc. This will
be made available. will have it

converted in Bangla. We are looking
for erstodoit,” hesaid.

avies noted that in the last four
years, Intel has given 40 million
computers to different countries
under the World Ahead Programme
and trained five million teachers.
“Thisp eis evolvingcontin-
uously,” he said.

Last September, Intel
Corporation Chairman Dr Craig
Barrert announced introduction of
its World Ahead Programme to be
implemented in Bangladesh jointy
wugn Grameen Solutions in collabo--
ration with the government. Dr
Barrett noted that ICT gives four
impacts on the society--education,
economic development, healthcare
and e-governance.

Final voter list
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linallistsin June.

“Printing of draft voter lists for 100
upazlas will be completed by April
and foranother 130 upazilasby May,”
said an ofhcial plan of the central
control room under the army head-
quarters, which has been working as
an interface between the armed
lorces’ members engaged in voter
listing and the Electon Commission
(EC).

“In additon to the central control
room, printing of draft voter lists will
also In at seven other places
across the country in April,” Maj
Ferdous Hasan Selim said yesterday
in a news briefing at the army head-
quarters officers' messinthecapital.

‘A team from each distmct is
currently being trained in printing at
the central control room to expedite
thejob,” said Maj Ferdous.

Draftvoter lists for 32 upazilas are
currently being printed at the central
control room. Oncomplenon oftheir
pnnting, the army will hand over the
lists to the EC, so it can publish the
drafts to finalise these according o
theelectoral protocol. e

Printng of the final voter lists for
the four city corporations and seven
municipalities is almost completed,
making them ready to be published
tomorrow through district election
offices, accordingto the EC schedule.

The EC also already directed the
field level election offices to start
publishing area wise draft voter lists
on receiving the printed version of
them from the army, allowing pro-
spective voters to inspect those and
find out whether there is any ground
lorobjections.

So the final voter lists for some of
the 230 upazilaswill be readyin April,
for some others those will be ready in
May, and the remaining upazilas will
have their final mter?isls ready in

lune, according to the plans ofthe EC
and thearmy.

The field level work of preparing
the national voter list with photo-
graphs began in August of last year
and the final voter listis scheduled to

be ready by the end of October this
year for holding the long stalled ninth
paﬁiamentar}' election by the year
end.

According to the present EC
schedule for voter registraton, the
field level work foritis supposed tobe
completed bymid-July. Till March 18,
atotal of 4.81 crore voters were regis-
tered.

About the steps of finalising the
area wise voter lists, the army officials
yesterday said it requires about two
months to print a draft voter list after
registration is completed 1n an area,
requiring about another two months
for publishing the draftlistand finally
the final vorer list.

Talking to reporters, the army
officers said they found rare
instances of duplications on the
voter lists with photographs.

“Through biometric matching,
we found only seven duplicates on
the draft voter list prepared for
Bansal City Corporation registering
2.18lakh voters,” an army officer said

at the central control room where
several groups of army personnel are
working to detect duplicadons on
thelists.
AREAWISEFINALVOTERLISTS
According to the EC schedule, final
voter lists with photographs for city
corporations of Rajshahi, Khulna,
Bansal and Sylhet, and for the
municipalities of Manikganj,
Shariatpur, Sreepur of Gazipur,
Fulbana of Mymensingh, Sitakunda,
Cox’s Bazar, and Golapganj of Sylhet
are scheduled to be published
LOMOITOW.

The EC published draft voter
lists for the areas on February 18,
asking gleuple to inspect the draft
lists to file objections and claims if
they have any.

The army handed over the draft
electoral rolls for the areas to the

ECon February5.

Elections to the four city corpo-
ratons and seven municipalities
are supposed to be held by the end
of April or by mid-May, according
toan earlier ECannouncement.

Trade union
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Some of the investors are concermed
by such pressure as they believe that
introduction of workers' associa-
nionsshould be gradual.

“We welcome trade unions. But
we are concerned about undue
outside and foreign influence on the
trade unions. Ve do not want to see
the typical violent face of trade union
activities of Bangladesh,” said an
mvestor, referring to last year's vio-
lent labour unrest instigated by a
section of trade unionists from
outside the EPZ area.

“We urge the Bepza to make sure
that the implementation of the
workers' associatons strictly follows
the Bepza 2004 act,” hesaid.

Another investor added that the
Bepza management should be
mature enough to handle the work-
ers’ associations which will represent
around 200,000 workers in the DEPZ
and CEPZ

Sources said some large compa-
nies at the two EPZs have been pre-
paring themselves by holding train-
ng for workers and their
management staff.

"Right now the workers' situation
at the EPZ seems under control. But
we believe that once the country's
ermergency order is lifted, things will
hegin to become volatile,” noted an
executive.

The factories at the EPZs on an
average pay 40 percent more than
the factones outside the EPZs. Yet

during last year's unrest, some of the
best paying factories in the EPZs
came under artack by their own
workers. Owners of these factories
and law enforcement agencies have
said this unrest was prompted by

outsiders for their gains.
Sources said although the refer-
endums are to be held

without any external influence and
spontaneously by the workers, the
Hepza s putting sure on the
ndustry owners to hold the referen-
urms as soon as possible.

DEPZ General Manager Abdur
Rashid, however, said no external
pressureisthereon the factories<

M_ = e

Bepza supplies forms to the
workers and if 30 percent of them
submit the forms, the Bepza organ-
1ses referendum and a workers'
association is formed if 51 percent
workers vote positively forit.

“The election is organised in a
completely democratic way and
there is no external pressure for the
formation of the associations,”
Rashid said.

CEPZ General Manager Ataul
Haque said the main difference
between Workers Representative
Welfare Association and workers'
associations is that in the latter ver-
sion workers get permission to talk
with the management about their
financial packages.

Ataul Haque said sometimes the
owners tried to avoid arranging
referendums claiming that the work-
ers do not want them. But during
field visits it was found that workers
actuallyasked for referendum,

He said a few foreign companies
are claiming that Bepza is forcing
them to organise workers' associa-
tions but actually the marter is in the
Beensung .nﬁeu;fn tht; country and

pzais just aski ese com
tnfollmv,ﬂ'lelam : g

“The managements of many
foreign companies are worried about
the workers’ associations because of
a misunderstanding of the law,"
Haquesaid.

Ashish Chakravarty, assistant
general manager of Mamyarg), a
Japanese company at CEPZ produc-
ing golf shafts, said the trade unions
arenotaproblemifthe EPZ authority
properly controls it. But if it turns as
the traditional trade unionism like in
many Bangladeshi factories, it will
really create a problem for foreign
Investment.

Nazma Akther, president of
Bangladesh Readymade Garments
Labour Federation, said, "Lack of
proper monitoring by the govern-
ment, lack of sincerity of the owners
and ignorance of workers of most
Es?riﬂ are not complying with the

‘finance ministry is working on the

Wheat
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The farmers of Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh and
Joypurhat have cultivated wheat on
about 82,905 hectares of land this
year with a production target of
248,7150nnes.

Of those, 21,500 hectares of land
were cultivated in Dinajpur, 48,800
hectares in Thakurgaon, 12,830
hectares in Panchagarh and 1,275
hectaresin Joypurhat.

WRC officials also said lands in
Rangpur, Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat,
Kuri , Kushtia, Jessore, Faridpur,
Madaripur, Jamalpur, Pabna and the
districts in greater Rajshahi have
been brought under wheat cultiva-
tion.

If bumper production of wheat is
secured this year, it will help reduce
the country's dependency on
imported food grains, added WRC
officials.

A large number of farmers in the
district said favourable weather,
adequate irrigation and training on
wheat cultivation organised by the
WRC in Dinajpur would help them
achieve bumper production of
wheat this season.

Farmers are becoming interested
in wheat cultivation as both demand
and price of the food grain have
increased considerably, said WRC
officials.

Ajay Kumar Sarkar, a farmer of
Bhochaganj upazila in Dinajpur told
The Daily Star that he started culti-
vating wheat following growing
demand and high price of the crop in
the market.

“Besides, wheat cultivation
requires lessirrigation,” he added.

At least 2,000 wheat cultivators
across the country were given train-
ing by the WRC in a bid to boost
wheat production this year.

Farmers are expecting to harvest
about fourto five tonnes of wheat per
hectare of land against three tonnes
per hectare the previous year. The
harvest time begins by the end of this
month. Different varieties of wheat
including Shatabdi, Prodeep,
Shourav and Bijoy have been culti-
vated this year.

WRC officials said the country's
yearly demand for wheat is about 35
to 40 lakh tonnes while its domestic
production stands at about six to
eightlakh tonnesayear,

Dr Khirodh Candra Roy, Director
of WRC in Dinajpur, said the country
is likely to attain a bumper produc-
ton of wheat this year and they have
been working hard to help the farm-
ersinevery possible way.

Rice allocation
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allocate another 1,500 tonnes for
OMS everyday, he added.

The target groups: for the
increased OMS facilities include |
the working community especially
the garment workers. "Besides, we
are considering expanding the
OMS network down to the union
level so that rural people too can
have the benefit,” he said. '

The adwviser said introducing
ration cards for the public servants
would costalotof money. "Instead,
the government is thinking of
making a provision of dearness
allowance forthem,"” he added.

Asked when that [provision]
would take effect, he replied the

matter.

Ministry sources said the
finance division is now examining
financial implications of the plan
to provide up to 30 percent dear-
ness allowance.

Citing from discussions at
yesterday's meeting, the com-
merce adviser said almost 70 per-
cent people of Kalkilni union in
Madaripur, an area hit hard by
Cyclone Sidr, are getting 15 kilo-
grams of rice a month under the
VGF programme.

In unions like Shahpur of
Gaibandha, a district not affected
by the deadly storm in last
November, about 40 percent peo-
ple receive 15 kilograms of rice a
month.

A portion of the rice allotted for
VGF programmes will be diverted
to the food for work programme
with a view to create work opportu-
nities for the rural poor, said the
commerce adviser.

Inview of the bumper harvest of
potatoes, the government is plan-
ningto use the vegetablein place of
an amount of the food grain under
VGE

Palli Karma Sanayak
Foundation's Managing Director
Kazi Mezbahuddin Ahmed,
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies Director
General Kazi Shahabuddin, Brac
Executive Mahbub Hossain,
Bangladesh Rifles Director General
Major General Shakil Ahmed,
Dhaka University teachers Atiur
Rahman, Mahbub Ullah and MA
Taslim, and economist Sazzad Jahir

were present at the meeting with
Hossain Zillur. -

CEC
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prepare for the polls and start
selecting honest and qualified
candidates for contesting the
national elections.

On acute power crisis prevailin
across the country, the CEC sai
the government has taken up a
programme (o generate 1400MW
electricity, which will be imple-
mented within next nine months.

He blamed the previous govern-
ments for resorting to corruption
and. dishonest deals in power
sector. That resulted in the present
crisisand sufferings to the peauie.

The CEC visited his horne at Baro
Kajli village where he offered juma
prazersbefnre leaving for Dhaka.

Farlier, he inaugurated voter
registration at Nagarkanda.

-

EWS

War criminals

FROM PAGE 1
freedom fighters, the best sons of the

soil, reminisced their accounts of
valour during the War of Liberation
and voiced their opinion for nt:?'lng
the war criminals that committe

crimes against the humanityin 1971.

The emotionally charged free-
dom fighters all throughout the
programme created an electrifying
ambience with their shouting of 'Joy
Bangla' -- the battle cry the Mukti
Bahini shouted as they went into
battle during the Liberation War in
1971.

Salamat Ullah, a freedom fighter
and a poet from Chandpur, came to
the convention straight from a city
hospital where he had been under-
going treatment.

Asked abouthis feelings about the
issue of war crimes, the poet freedom
fighter who wrote about 600 satiric
songs about Razakars said, "
Freedom fighters are mournful
under the national flag, Razakars
became ministers. Our patience is
wearingout.”

Wounded freedom fighter Delwar
Hossein from Patuakhali said it is
incomprehensible why war crimi-
nals have not been punished even
after36years oftheindependence.

Another freedom fighter named
Sokhina Khatun, who killed five
Razakars during the war, came from
Kishoreganj. Asked why she was
attending the convention, valiant
fighter Sokhina, now in her sixtes,
replied, "I broughtvictory, why won't
Ibehere?"

Participating freedom fighters
from Sokhina's area said Sokhina,
now awidow, receives only Tk 600 per
month from the government.

Syed Shafiqul Alam, a freedom
fighter from Rajshahi, said, "We
returned our arms, but not our train-
ing. We are ready for a second war to
try the war criminals if necessary.”

About1,700invited guestsinclud-
ing freedom fighters from all districts
and expatriate freedom fighters from
the United Kingdom, teachers,
students, community leaders, lead-
ers of political parties, members of
the civil society, journalists, cultural
activists, human rights activists,
lawyers and a number of pro-
liberation organisations attended
the convention bearing the spirit the
monthofIndependence.

A few of the freedom fighters
arriving without invitation cards
were not allowed to enter the con-
vention centre as police took strin-
gent measures to ensure security at
the much awaited convention of the
SCE g

The programme commenced at
9:40am with the observance of one-
minute silence to honour the mar-
tyred freedom fighters, followed by
playing the national anthem. Artistes
from Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro
and Chhayanaut performed several

Patridtic sdngs “thar ifispired the
freedom fighters during the
Liberation\ar

Former chief adviser Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman, SCF
President Air Vice Marshal (retd) AK
Khandker, sector-11 commander
Maj Gen (retd) KM Shafiullah, sector-
5 commarrder Lt Gen (retd) Mir
Shawkat Ali, sector-4 commander
Maj) Gen (retd) CR Dutta, Prof
Anisuzzaman, Prof Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, and Prof Mizanur
Rahman from Department of Law,
Dhaka University, sat on the dais
during the inaugural session of the
convention.

A group of freedom fighters raised
a hue and cry as Sector-8 com-
mander Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhurywasabsence on thedais.

Politicians and eminent person-
alities present on the occasion
included Dr Kamal Hossain, Sajeda
Chowdhury, Tofail Ahmed, Abdur
Razzaq, Suranjit Sengupta, Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, Rashed Khan
Menon, Dilip Barua, Hasanul Haque
Inu, Mainuddin Khan Badal, Dr
Anwar Hossein, Faiz Ahmed and
Birsreshtha Motiur Rahman's wife
MiliRahman.

Justice Muhammad Habibur
Rahman during his speech as chief
guest said if there is impediment in
trying the war criminals, it could be
resolved by amending the
International Crimes (tribunal) Act-
1973 or formulating a new act after
consultinginternational jurists,

He urged the government to form
an inquiry commission and declare
its ‘terms of reference' according to
theInternational CrimesAct.

He also advised that the govern-
ment should seek assistance of the
United Nations General Assembly
and engage international jurists with
the commission to simplify and
expediteitstask.

The same 'Truth Commission'
model in South Africa and in some
other countries might not be effec-
tive in our country, Justice Habib
cautioned. :

AK Khandker, deputy chief of the
Liberation War, presided over the
meeting and vowed to continue the
movement until the trial process
starts.

“The war criminals' trials should
be held as soon as possible to ensure
justice and holding of a free and fair
election,” Khandker said in his open-
ing speech adding that the nation
todayis united and demands barring
the war criminals from participating
inallelecnons.

Although General Zia repealed
the 'Collaborator Act', itis still possi-
ble to try the war criminals under the
International Crimes Tribunal Act,
hesaid.

The war hero urged all to i
waraiminalsandarﬁtiljbemmm
elements socially, politically and
fmmajlspheresalrhfe.

He also urged the government to
ban all fundamentalist and extremist
parties who are misleading people in
the name of Islam.

Prof Dr Anisuzzaman in his
speech said the tnal of war criminals
15 being demanded to ensure justice
in the society, not as an act of
revenge.

The state has to take the initiative
of trying the war criminals because
the war crimes were committed

againstthe state, he added.

Echoing Dr Anisuzzaman, emi-
nent educationist Prof Serajul Islam
Chowdhury said, “It's a shame for all
of us that we failed to try the war
criminals who killed the best sons of
this soil -- the freedom fighters.”

“[fwe love our country, we have to
revile them [war criminals),” he said.

"The unfinished task of our
Liberation War is to bring the war
criminals to book,” added Serajul
Islam Chowdhury. "The War of
Liberation is still on and we shall be
victorious.”

Former army chief Lt Gen (retd)
Harun-ar-Rashid explained objec-
tiveolthe SCE

He said time has come for the pro-
liberation forces to get united and
resist the anti-Liberation War forces
andtostop theirinsolence for good.

Dr MA Hasan urged the govern-
mentto forman inquiry commission
and gather information about the
war criminals.

KM Shafiullah demanded the
government forfeit citizenship of the
war criminals who opposed the
Liberation War and the constitution
ofthe country.

Mir Shawkat Ali said, "Nizami and
Mojahid are not Muslims because
they took stance against the country
[their motherland] during the
Liberation War and still believe in
Pakistan.”

CR Dutta vowed that they would
continue the movement until the
war criminals are tried.

Kazi Nuruzzaman said trial of war
criminals is possible only if pro-
libération forces form the govern-
ment,

Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhury said he was ready to do
anything to put the war criminals on
trial,

Nasiruddin Yusuf of Sammilita
Sanskritik Jote, Shahnar Kabir of
Ekattorer Ghatok Dalal Nirmul
Committee, President of Supreme
Court Ainjibi Samity barrister M
Amirul Islam, Khan Muhammad
Belayet Hossein of Muktijoddha BCS
Association, Shahin Reza Noor of
Projonmo Ekattor, Makhduma
Nargis of Mohila Muktijoddha
Sangsad, among others, expressed
solidarity with the demand of the
SCE

Power sector
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the country must deal with now to
stave off future growth setbacks.

Okonjo-Iweala, appointed as the
World Bank's managing director in
October last year, also said develop-
ment will be difficult without politi-
cal stability, and encouraged 'dia-
logues' in the country for 'getting a
democratic process that produces
stability’.

In reply to a question on whether
reducing corruption is enough for
the country to become middle
income in the next two decades, she
said although a number of develop-

ing countries share Bangladesh's
problems with infrastructure, it
really does act as a major constraint
on growth.

She also pointed to the severe
power shortage in the country as a
factor that is holding back
Bangladesh'sindustries.

"If you do not solve your prob-
lems with the availability of power ---
your capacity to increase output for
manufacturing sector --- small and
medium enterprises and other
industries cannot produce to their
potentials,” she added.

The second highest WB official
was however hopeful that the gov-
emmment’'s target of doubling the
power output to 8,000 megawatts
from the current level of 4,500 mega-
watts will help to push forward the
country’s manufacturing sector to
higherlevels of growth.

She also stressed that WB's
encouragement for 'clean technolo-
gies', such as using clean coal tech-
nologies, will help the country
bypass the negative effects of indus-
trial development.

“We have been talking to rich
countries to help Bangladesh adopt
cleaner technologies, either through
financial or through technical assis-
tance," said Okonjo-Iweala adding,
that will be a significant step towards
practicing sustainable development.

Okonjo-Iweala also said
Bangladesh needs to adapt to a
'structural shift' to cope with the
nsing price of energy, which she said
1S unlikely to come down anytime
soon according toWB researches.

f'ﬂnnFl with nising food prices,
which she said is also likely to be a
long term phenomenon, Bangladesh
faces long term policy challenges as
well, which also need to be dealt with
now.

“The question is how Bangladesh
copes with this structural shift. The
country must start thinking now, not
just short term ﬁreﬁthin measures
like how to import food from India,
but to make permanent long term
plans,” she explained.

She also identified climate
change as a signiﬁcant challenge to
the country's development, but was
encouraged by the 'nising level of
consciousness’ on the issue among
government officials, the civil soci-
ety, and the business community.

If you don’t deal with what is
needed to mitigate and adapt to the

roblems right now, you would be
osing percentage points from the
growﬁ) rate, and worse, youwould be
losinglives,” she said.

"We are looking at how to help
Bangladesh seize the momentum on
the %bal stage for helpingit," added
the WB managing director, who was
also the finance and foreign minister
of her native country Nigeria.

Okonjo-Iweala also said
Bangladesh needs to look at strate-
gies, such as better water manage-
ment programmes, to get insured
againstclimate changes.

She also said the government's
reform process is a 'beginning’, and
was hopeful that the population is
‘buying into’ the reforms, which the
WB says is crucial, and will lead to a
'second generation' of reforms for
strengthening governance.

2 shot dead
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khash land at Kolkoliabazar by the
Jagonnathpur-Sunamganjroad.

About 25 to 30 gunshots were
fired duringthe clash, locals said.

Fifteen of the injured were
admitted into the Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College Hospital
with bullet wounds while the oth-
ers were taken to Upazila health
complex.

According to locals, there has
been a long-standing rivalry
between the two groups. Jamal
Miah builtatemporary shop on the
disputed plot of khas land some-
time ago and his rivals yesterday
burntdown the shop.

At one stage, both groups
clashed with each other. Badsha
Mia, 25 and Zafar Ullah, 50, both
from the village Shaktirgaon were
shot dead on the spot. They both
belonged to Sajjad Miah group.

Later, the mob set Jamal Miah's
stationary shop at Kolkolia bazar
on fire,

The SP of Sunamganj visited the
market and deployed police guard
atthe market.

Miladunnabi
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including milad mabhfil, discussion
meeting and Qurankhwani, to
mark theday:.

Different political parties
organised indoor discussions and
milad due to restriction under the
state of emergency.

A number of religious organisa-
tions took outseparate processions
in the capital on the occasion.

Bangladesh Television (BTV),
Bangladesh Betar and private TV
channels aired special
programmes highlighting the
significance of the day while news-
papers published special articles
onthe Prophet.

Artefacts found
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and member of the excavation
team, said the 2.1-metre width
brick-built structure crossed the
basement of the main temple built
by King Dharmapala in the eighth
centaury.

The structure was found in the
northeast corner of more than
1,200 years old main temple
"Somapura MahaVihara", which is
locally known as Paharpur
Monastery.

Md Mahabub-ul-Alam, assis-
tant custodian, Paharpur Museum
and excavation team member, said
a huge number of potsherds have
been found under the monastic
cell no-21 in the northeast corner
oftheVihara.

Probably, these were used over
1,500 years ago, said Mahabub,
adding thatitis likely to be the first
habitation over the virgin soil in
this area.

World famous archaeologist Dr
KN Dikshitbelieves there was a Jain
monastery at Paharpur but no
traces have survived.

Archaeologists of the archaeol-
ogy department believe the
recently discovered structure was
the partofthe Jain temple.

There has so far been no struc-
tural existence of Jain temples in
Bangladesh. But Chinese pilgrim
Hiuen Tsang saw several Jain struc-
tures during his visit to
Pundranagar in Bogra and adja-
cent areas in 639-645 AD, said
Mahabub,

Tamim
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70, but it was not good enough to
sf)c:& the Tigers from securing their
sixth one-day series whitewash. With
the success Mohammed Ashraful's
boys not only avenged their last
World Cup defeat against Ireland but
also continued their supremacy over
thelCCassociates.

The home side put their oppo-
nents under a pile of runs thanks to a
109-run ngening stand between
Tamim and Shahriar Nafees, who
signaled his return to form with three
consecutive half-centuries to be
adjudged man-of-the-series.

Bangladesh made a flying start
with Nafees taking the early charge
with four boundaries off Kevin
O'Brien’s first two overs and they lost
the first wicket when Nafees offered a
simple catch to Ryan Strydom at
mid-on for a breezy 56-ball 54 that
contained nine fours.

Tamim however played sensibly
during his 136-ball 129, the second-
highest score by a Bangladeshi after
Shakib Al Hasan's unbeaten 134, His
knocksaw 15 foursand asix.

The left-hander must however
thank Andre Botha, who spurned a
simple return catch when he was on
30, to reach the three-digitin his 27th

appearance.
The dashing Tamim executed a
brilliant cover drive and then sliced a

wide delivery of pacer Trent Johnston
to become the sixth Bangladeshi
batsman to score a hundred in the
over-limit game after Mehrab
Hossain, Mohammad Ashraful,
Nafees, Rajin Saleh and Shakib.

Bangladesh suddenly lost their
batting momentum when medium-
pacer Alex Cusack bowled a double-
wicket maiden to send back Nafees
and Aftab Ahmed and they soon
found themselves at 179 for 5 after 37
OVErs.

Mahmudullah Riyad joined
Tamim to share 82 runs for the sixth
wicket to putup the formidable total
onthe board,

Riyad remained not out on 49 off
44 balls with the help of four bound-
ares.

[reland got off to a positive start by
making 33 runs in the first five overs
belore a series of run outs derailed
the chase. And it was also left-arm
spinners Abdur Razzak and Shakib
who tightened the noose around the
tounists in the middle by raking two
wickets each.
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Pakistan PM

FROM PAGE 1
new parliament meets (OmMorrow,

ahead of a looming showdown with
key US ally President Pervez
Musharraf.

“I have great pleasure in calling
upon Yousuf Raza Gilani in the name
of Shaheed (martyr) Benazir Bhutto to
accept the heavy responsibility to lead
the coaliion government and the
nation,” said a statement by Benazir's
widower Asif Ali Zardari that was read
outtoreporters by a party spokesman.

The statement said that Gilani was
the “consensus” candidate of the
coalition.

Musharraf, whose political back-
ers lost heavily in the elections after
five years in power of the nuclear-
armed nation, is set to swear in the
new premieronTuesday.

Gilaniis astalwart figurein the PPP
and friend of Zardari who spent five
years in jail under Musharraf's regime
on corruption charges that were later
overtumed.

He was speaker during her second
termin power from 199310 1996 and a
minister during her first term from
198810 1990.

Party spokesman Farhatullah
Babarwould notcommenton reports
that Gilani would be a stop-gap pre-
mier untl Zardari, who is not an MP.
becomes eligible to stand for the post
by contestinga by-electionin May.

The party struggled to settle on a
candidate amid a power vacuum left
by the charismatic Benazir's assassi-
nation in December, with Gilani
emergingonlyin the lastweek.

The other contenders were ex-
trade minister Ahmed Mukhtar, party
president Makhdoom Amin Fahim
and Punjab province party chief Shah
Mahmood Qureshi.

Sharif said in Lahore that his
Pakistan Muslim League-N party “will
raise no objection on the PPP nomi-
nee,” adding: "Musharraf should
understand that the days of dictator-
shiparenumbered.”

A nominee of Musharraf's allies
meanwhile quit the race for the pre-
miership, but the main party that
supports the US-backed president
said it would field another candidate
so the PPP's nominee would not be
uncontested.

The president’s political ally, the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM), said it had decided to with-
draw its candidate as a "gesture of
goodwill.”

"We have decided to extend

Release Khaleda
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her choice,

"Khaleda Zia's and Sheikh
Hasina's only crime is that they
head the two major political parties
of the country,” she said, adding,
“They are in jail since they did not
leave the country according to the
will of the government.”

The 118 leaders also demanded
announcement of parliamentary
elections schedule before holding
local government election.

Their other demands are: imme-
diate withdrawal of emergency,
effective measures to arrest price
hike of essentials, introduction of
rationing, employment opportuni-
ties in rural areas, free supply of
food grains to industrial workers
and resuming production at all
closed mills and factories.

(Geeta Pasi

FROM PAGE 1

we haven'thad abomb go offin the
last 14 months. We did not have a
shot fired in anger by the state in
over one year,” he said, adding that
Bangladesh i1s one of the most
stable countries in the region at
present.

He said Bangladeshis are intel-
lectually capable of resolving their
own problems.

“There is a new tiger being born
in Asia, and that is a Royal Bengal
Tiger,” the foreign affairs adviser
said.

The government has reacted
strongly to a string of recent reports
about and comments made by
foreign governments and envoys.

Last week, the government said
the US State Department’s human
rights report on Bangladesh
'lacked balance’.

Earlier this month, Food Adviser
AMM Shawkat Ali reacted sharply
to comments made by Indian High
Commissioner Pinak Ranjan
Chakravarty.

Shawkat alleged Chakravarty's
comment had gone "out of diplo-
matic norms,’ and wrote a letter to
the foreign ministry, urging steps
regarding the comments made by
the Indian envoy,

Chakravarty had said that the
Bangladesh government is respon-
sible for the delay in importing rice
from India.

27 vehicles
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fellow students and a rumour that
students were kept confined at
Gabroli, students at Jahangirnagar
University barricaded the highway
around 3:00pm and damaged the
27 vehicles. During their blockade,
tailbacks were seen on the highway
and nearby roads.

Around 3:30pm university

proctor and other officials went to
the highway and tried to calm the
students down. Later, Savar and

Ashulia police reached the spot to
bring thesituation under control.
The students removed their
blockade around 4:30pm after
university authorities and police
assured them that no student was
keptconfined at Gabtoli.

The university administration
had a meeting with top police and
intelligence officials later on and
decided to take measures so that
such incidents do not occur in

future.,

unconditional support to the PPP
nominee,” Farooq Sattar, the candi-
date of the Karachi-based MQM, told
AFPbytelephone.

The decision to withdraw was
taken after Zardari held talks with
MQM leader Altaf Hussain, who lives
inexilein London, Sattar said.

Sattar, who met leaders of the
Pakistan Muslim League-Q (PML-Q),
which backs Musharraf, later con-
firmed that he was quitting the race at
anews conference.

PPP spokesman Babar hailed the
MOQM support as "4 positive develop-
ment.”

But PML-Q chief Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain said his party would
nominate Sanar's replacement on

Sunday,
“"We have decided to contest the

election for pnme minister and not to
withdraw from the political process,”
Hussain told reporters here.

Cop close
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would inform him beforehand of

anydrive by the police.

He and Ishaq Ali, another top
criminal, were deported from India
on March 7. They will be produced
before a Dhaka court today on
completion of five days' remand.
Earlier, the two were placed on an
eight-day remand each.

e L]
Army chief
FROM PAGE 1
selling at Tk 30 to Tk 34 a kg, the
army chief advised the traders to
keep all types of rice in their stores
so that consumers could buy the
grain in accordance with their
purchasing power.

He was unhappy at not finding
price lists at any stores in both the
wholesale and retail markets and
asked the president and secretary
of the market committee to ensure
that traders hang such lists at shops
from nowon.

General Moeen called on the
traders to stand beside the people
by making less profits amid the
upward spiral of food prices.

The traders informed him that
rice prices would go down once
Boro variety of the grain hits the
stores within a few weeks.

The army chief also asked the
BDR director general to open fair-
price outlet at the secretariat build-
ing so that government employees
could buy groceries at a lower
price.

Bird flu
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Later one of their teams conducted
the ‘culling dnve at Haz Briders,
Bondhu Poultry and Razzak poultry
farms. They also culled 94 free-
range chickens from 46 houses
located within the radius of one-
kilometre from these farms, he said.

He added that 94 domestic
chickens were also culled from 46
houses in this area.

Our Narayanganj correspon-
dent adds: At least 26,227 fowls
were culled and 25902 eggs were
destroyed on Thursday night for
contracting bird flu.

District livestock officer
Mohammad Abu Taher said the
fowls and eggs were collected from
three farms and various houses
located within the radius of one-
kilometre from the farms.

Opposition wins
FROM PAGE 16

politically by its giant communist
neighbour.

Fireworks lit up the sky over Ma
Ying-jeou's headquarters, and
cheering supporters put up victory
posters as they waited for the former
Taipei mayor to give a victory speech.
Across town, a crying crowd gathered
at the campaign office for ruling
party candidate Frank Hsieh, a
former premier.

Ma won 58 percent of the votes
compared to 41.5 percent for Hsieh,
according to the preliminary count
by the Central Election Commission.

"We won!" shouted Jason Hu, a
high-ranking member of Ma's
Nationalist Party.

A ruling party spokeswoman,
Hsieh Hsin-ni, told supporters, "We
areaccepting thisdefeat.”

Ma and Hsieh have both said they
want a less confrontational relation-
ship with China. But they were
divided on how best to deal with
Bejjing, which presents both a huge
opportunity for the island’'s powerful
business community and a looming
threat to its evolving democracy:

Taiwan and the mainland split
amid civil war in 1949, but China still
considers the island to be part of its
territory. Beijing has threatened to
attack if Taiwan rejects unification
and seeks a permanent break.

The Central Election
Commission also said two referen-
dums calling on the government to
work for the island’s entry into the
United Nations failled. China had
warned that the referendums threat-
ened stabilityin the region.

Ma has based his campaign on
promises to reverse the pro-
independence direction of outgoing
President Chen Shui-bian and lever-
age China's white-hot economic
boom to re-energize Taiwan's ailing
high-tech economy.

He has proposed a formal peace
treaty with Beijing that would demili-
tanse the Taiwan Strait, 100-mile-
wide waterway that separates the
two heavily armed sides. But he has
drawn the line at unification, prom-
ising it would not be discussed dur-
ing his presidency.

Economically, he wants to lower
barriers to Taiwanese investment on
the mainland it already amounts to
more than $100 billion and begin

direct air and maritime links
between thesides.




