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West Bengal
clinch title

UNB, Dhaka

—

West Bengal sprung a major sur-
prise after they beat Japan 17-12 in
the final of the Frvﬁh Independence
Day Women's Kabaddi
Championship at the outer sta-
dium Kabaddi court yesterday.

The match was locked at 6-6 in
the first half. West Bengal clinched
the game with one creditable lona.

Bangladesh Kabaddi Federation
president IGP Noor Mohammad
was the chief guest on the occasion
and distributed the prizes among
the winners.

Moushumi of West Bengal and
Kaneko of Japan were adjudged
best players while Sato of Japan
received the best catcher award in
the match.

Robin to stay,
says BCCI

REUTERS, New Delhi

The Indian cricket board said on
Wednesday that fielding coach
Robin Singh would be retained for
the home test series against South
Africa, denying media reports that
said he would be fired.

"Yes, he will be there. We will put
out a release on this,"” board secre-
tary Niranjan Shah told Reuters
when asked about the reports. He
did notelaborate

The Hindustan Times reported
that Gary Kirsten, who has taken
over as India coach before the
series against his home country,
had told the board that Singh's
services would not be required.

The former India all-rounder
joined the team along with bowling
coach Venkatesh Prasad last year
following their shock first-round exit
from theWorld Cup in theWest Indies.

Prasad and Singh had a dispute
with the board over their involve-
ment with the lucrative Indian
Premier League (IPL), due to be
launched next month, the paper
said.

The first match of the three-test
series starts in Chennai on March
26.

Carquefou
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Belgian coach Eric Gerets played
tribute to the Vendee (French
Atlantic coast) side saying that
they had fought like lions to
hold on to their lead.

“We tried to play good foot-
ball, but just could not manage
1It,  he said.

“What we saw tonight was
the same Marseille that was
eliminated from the UEFA Cup,
although given the gap in levels
that existed between the teams
this is even more painful for us.”

Carquefou could be heading
for more David versus Goliath
challenges as also through to
the last eight were first division
big guns Lyon and Bordeaux as
well as Paris St German who are
struggling in the league but are
always dangerous in cup com-
petition.

The quarterfinals line-up
was completed by Lorient,
Amiens, Sedan and Dijon.

It's a recall
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Chelsea's John Terry and Frank
Lampard, who both missed
Capello’s first match in charge,
return to the 30-man provisional
squad after recovering from inju-
ries which kept them out of last
month's 2-1 win over Switzerland.
There was no place in the side
for Manchester United's highly-
rated young goalkeeper Ben Foster,
who had been tipped to be
included following his recovery
from knee surgery and an impres-
sive United debut last weekend.
The squad will be whittled down
to a final group of 23 on Saturday
night, even though many of the
players will involved in the
Manchester United v Liverpool and
Chelsea v Arsenal Premier League
matches on Sunday.

Domestic
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team will be busy in May and June
for the AFC Challenge Cup in
Kyrgyzstan and the SAFF
Championship in Maldives and Sri
Lanka.

When asked about the players'
decision not to participate in any
activities under the BFF dll the
transfer, Sultan hoped that the
booters would understand the
situation and move from the deci-
sion to not attend national camp.

Abahani director Kazi Nabil,
who was present, said they have
already talked with the players who
have agreed to join national camp.

But still, they will not play in
domestic footballuntil the transfer.

It would kill BFF's remaining
hopes to stage the Swadhinata Cup
this month.

Did U Know?

Yellow balls were used for the first ime at
the Wimbledon Championship in 1986
parlly to make the speeding balls more
visible for television cameras.
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PHOTO: STAR
Ireland cricketers are seen with the children of sex-workers during a function organised by Concern Worldwide, an

NGO working in Bangladesh, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of St. Patrick's Day, the Irish National Day, at the
NGO's country ofﬂce In Gulshan last night Bangladesh cricket team members alsu attandad lhu functiun
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Zondeki steps in

mricket Y

AFP, Johan nr'xhurg

Monde Zondeki was Wednesday
named as the replacement for
fellow fast bowler Charl Langeveldt
as the controversy over South
Africa's selection policy continued.

Andre Nel, who was controver-
sially left out for Langeveldt to
conform with Cricket South
Africa’'s transformation policy, was
again overlooked. Zondeki's selec-
tion maintained the target of six
players of colour in the 14-man
squad.

The SA Cricketers' Association
meanwhile condemned political
interference in team selection
which it said could cause South
Africa to lose two of its premier fast
bowlers, Langeveldtand Nel.

"Charl Langeveldt's request to
be removed from the squad to tour
[ndia is the desperate unhappiness
of a player who knows that he has
been selected for this tour forquota
reasons,” said Tony Irish, chief
executive of SACA.

"Charl spoke to both (Cricket SA
chief executive) Gerald Majola and
to me on Wednesday to say that he
was so upset that he did not feel
that he could give his best for South
Africa on the tour under these
circumstances”.

A SACA statement quoted
Langeveldt as saying: "As players
we all have a good idea of when we
are clearly in the running for selec-
tion and when we aren't. You just
have to look at Andre's Test record
compared to mine and the fact that
he has been part of all the Test
match plans while I haven't played
a Testmatch for two years.

"I have always fought for a place
in the team but I don't want to be
put there because of my colour. Up
to now I have been very happy in

my role in the ODI team and | know
my value there. I'm quite upset by
this now and I'm going to need a bit
oftime to consider my future.”

The future of Nel is also uncer
tain

“I'm as upset for Langes as | am
formyself”, said Nel.

"We are good teammates and I
have a lot of respect for him. We are
both passionate about playing for
South Africa and neither of us
deserves to feel like this. Itis hard to
justshrugitall off.”

Irish said: "Any form of veto,
interference or involvement in the
selection of the Proteas by anyone
who 1s not a selector should be
abolished.

The Players' Association
recently made that recommenda-
tion to Cricket South Africa's trans-
formation review committee relat-
ing to selection of the Proteas team.
The players believe in the goals of
transformation but all of them,
black and white, are adamant that
this should not be achieved by
interfering in the selection of the
national team.

"South Africa could be in the
process of losing two of its best
cricketers,” said Insh.

"Surely it's time to realise that
the selectors must be allowed to get
onwith selection of the team."

Zondeki, 25, played the most
recent of his five Test matches in
2005 but was the leading wicket-
taker in South African first-class
cricket this season with 62 wickets
atan average of 19.16.

He was a contender for the
recent tour of Bangladesh but
suffered an ankle injury in a car
accident.

“Monde has shown outstanding
form this season to establish him-
self as the leading bowler in the
domestic game. His form for the
South African A side has also been
outstanding,” said selection con-

Nadal avenges
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"A victory like this is always special
and gives me confidence,” he said.
In the quarterfinals, Nadal will
meet US ninth seed James Blake,
who defeated eighth-seeded
Richard Gasquet of France 6-4, 6-
2. Blake has won all three of his
prior encounters with Nadal.
Federer, who revealed earlier
this month that he is just recently
recovered from a debilitating bout
with mononucleosis, will face
unseeded German Tommy Haas,
who rallied to beat 11th-seeded
Briton Andy Murray 2-6, 7-5, 6-3.
Haas, on the comeback trail
again after undergoing a third
shoulder surgery in November,
admitted he was pleased to settle
the score after falling to Murray in
the fourth round here last year.
“It's nice to get your revenge
back atthe same place,” Haas said.

"It was another great match, very
exciting. I came up with the goods
atthe righttime.”

Australian Open champion
Novak Djokovic of Serbia, the third
seed, booked a quarterfinal berth
with a no-nonsense 6-2, 6-3 vic-
tory over Argentina's Guillermo
Canas.

Djokovic, 20, was runner-up (o
Nadal here last year. He will face
unseeded Swiss Stanislas
Wawrinka, a 6-1, 5-7, 6-4 winner
over South Korean Lee Hyung-Taik.

Unseeded American Mardy
Fish ended Lleyton Hewitt's bid
for a third Indian Wells title with a
7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (7/4) win over the
Australian.

Fish will face seventh-seeded
Argentinian David Nalbandian,
who beat Spain’s Juan Carlos
Ferrero6-2, 6-2.

Dhoni defends youth
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Dhoni made it clear that the
aggressive tactics against Australia
were premeditated, going so far as
to ensure that a few individuals
made life difficult for the opposi-
tion. "In the CB Series you hardly
saw any conflict between India and
Sri Lanka," he said. "We had set the
standards back in India, when we
played (the ODI series) against
Australia. We knew what we really
wanted todo on the field. If we were
not up to the mark in Australia,
people would have said it was fake
aggression, something just for the
public when playing at home. We
were with the same set of standards
even when we played against
Australia in Australia. It was not
fake aggression, that's how this
teamn can play.”

Did he think the best way to beat
Australia was by playing their
brand of cricket? "If your playing
against an aggressive side, you
need to play an aggressive game,”
he said. "Especially against
Australia, you can’t justlook to play

and win -- it's batting, bowling,
fielding, aggression, everything.
Fortunately this side has got a few
players who can speak and do well
at the same time and won't get
disturbed by it. And there are oth-
erswho don'tspeak thatmuch.

"But you need to identify those
who can be pepped up and do well
while they're speaking. In a way I'm
fortunate to have those players in the
side, rather than ask those who are not
comfortable doingit. Ifyouhave a guy
whoisable to doitand who should do
it, I make it a point that he is domngit. |
won't name names but there were
individuals who were saying things,
within the boundaries.”

Despite all the elation over the
win, Dhoni said it was important
not to get carried away with this
victory and urged his players to
cultivate the winning habit. "Of
course you can't live by it,” he said
of the recent win. "You need to
perform consistently and if you're
raising the standard you have to
stand by it. You have to keep on
doing well."

vener Joubert Strydom. "He has
made a good recovery from injury
and is back to full match fitness."

Zondeki will play for English
county Warwickshire as an over-
seas signing this year.

The South African team leave
forathree-Test tour Friday.

L.oew calls
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Leverkusen striker Stefan Kiessling
one of five strikers named.

Bayern Munich star Miroslav
Klose and Schalke 04's Kevin
Kuranyi are expected to start, but
there will be stiff competition from
Kiessling, Stuttgart's Mario Gomez
and Bayern's Lukas Podolski.

“Stefan has proved his qualities

this year in the Bundesliga and in
the UEFA Cup and deserves his
place in the national squad,” said
Loew.
Germany have been drawn in
Group B for this June's Euro 2008
tournament and will play co-hosts
Austria, Croatiaand Poland.

Sarwan back
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kipper Mahela Jayawardene and
Kumar Sangakkara provide the
experienced core of the Sri Lankan
batting line-up and despite several
new faces the captain is hoping for
his country's first test win in the
Caribbean.

"We're very good at home. In
our conditions we dominate but
away from home we've also been
winning games recently. If we can
keep competing away from home,
challenging ourselves to be better
cricketers every day that's the way
forward. It's going to be a great
challenge,” Jayawardene said.

The second test follows on April
3 in Trinidad and the tour is com-
pleted with three one-day interna-
tionals.

France name
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Gael Givet (Marseille), Philippe
Mexes (AS Roma/ITA), Adil Ramu
(Lille), Bakary Sagna (Arse-
nal/ENG), Sebastien Squillaci
(Lyon), Lilian Thuram (Barce-
lona/ESP)

Midfielders: Mathieu Bodmer
(Lyon), Alou Diarra (Bordeaux),
Lassana Diarra
(Portsmouth/ENG), Mathieu
Flamini (Arsenal/ENG), Claude
Makelele (Chelsea/ENG), Rio
Mavuba (Lille), Samir Nasri (Mar-
seille), Jeremy Toulalan (Lyon),
Jerome Rothen (PSG), Patrick
Vieira (Inter Milan/ITA)
Strikers: Nicolas Anelka
(Chelsea/ENG), Hatem Ben Arfa
(Lyon), Karim Benzema (Lyon),
Jimmy Briand (Rennes), Djibnl
Cisse (Marseille), Thierry Henry
(Barcelona/ESP), Florent Malouda
(Chelsea/ENG), Sidney Govou
(Lyon), Franck Ribery (Bayern
Munich/GER), Louis Saha (Man-
chester Utd/ENG), Mathieu
Valbuena (Marseille)

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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which Braveheart replied to 105 all

outin32.4overs.
Today, Gorsthanpara Krira

Chakra face Munshipara Krira

Chakra.
SUMMIT CUP GOLF

Abdur Rashid Salam, a member of |

Gulshan Club won the Summit Cup
Golf Championship's senior tro-
phy at the Kurmitola Golf Club on
March7.

Chief of Air Force Air Marshall
Shah Mohammad Ziaur Rahman
gave away prizes among the win-
ners.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
CYCLING

The Independence Day Cycling |

competition, organised by
Bangladesh Cycling Federation,

will be held in and around the |

streets of Bangabandhu National
Stadium from 2:30pm on Saturday.

Interested participants have |

been requested to enlist their

names by Friday at the federation |

office at the Big Bowl.

RT

Wari hold
Youngmen's

UNII, Dhaka

e E—

Youngmen's Club PFakirerpool
could not quite celebrate their
Senior Division Football League
triumph as they drew 1-1 with
Sunrise in a super league match at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday.

Aziz scored in the B9th minute
for Sunrise after Towhid put

Youngmen's ahead in the 20th
minute.

Meanwhile, Wari Club blanked
Arambagh 2-0 in a relegation
league match at the Bir Shreshtha

Shaheed Sepoy Mohammad
Mostala Stadium at Kamalapur.
Absar and Layek scored one goal

each in the 46th and 53rd minutes
forthe winners.

Pakistan, India
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was in doubt after Australia post-
poned their tour of Pakistan over
security fears earlier this month
following a wave of Islamic militant
attacks.

“Australians are unaware of our
culture and they don't have an idea
that no sporting activity has ever
been hurt in Asia. All the teams are
going to take part barring any
major disaster,” said Hugq.

The three sides in each group
play each other once. The top two
teams will qualify for the second
phase, where teams will again play
eachotheronce. The top two teams
qualify for the final.

"Karachi will host ten of the
thirteen matches, while Lahore will
host three and since the event is
played in the summer season all
matches will be day-night, starting
lateinthe afternoon,” said Huq.

The tournament, which runs
between June 24 and July 6, carries
prize money of 200,000 dollars
(around 12 million rupees), said
Hugq.

The first Asia Cup was held in
1984 at Sharjah in the UAE. India
have won the event four times,
while Sri Lanka have lifted the Cup
three imes and Pakistan once.

It is the first time Pakistan will
host the Asia Cup. The country was
awarded the event in 1993 but it
was cancelled after India refused to
tour for political reasons.

33137
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“It'salead, it's notasignificant lead
butit'salead nonetheless.

"With eight games to go the
team who plays with the most
consistency nowwillwinit.”

Ferguson made seven changes
from the side who struggled to beat
Derby and revealed that he had
been looking at options ahead of
Sunday's meeting with Liverpool.

Gerard Pique came in for the
injured Rio Ferdinand while Wayne
Roonéy, Paul Scholes and Ryan
Giggs were all rested.

"It was not a great performance
but it was necessary to make those
changes as Rio Ferdinand is doubt-
ful for Sunday with a back prob-
lem,” Ferguson said.

"I had to find out about Gerard
Pique. We've got great confidence in the
ladand he'scome through verywell.

"They are all top players so you
have to put your faith and trust in
them.

"At times we were a bit relaxed in
the second half but when we
speeded up the game and played
with great penetration at times we
could have scored afewmore goals.”

Klose propels
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With the Wolfsburg defence closing
in, Klose slid a pass to Ribery who
unleashed his shot and ricocheted
off the legs off goalkeeper Diego
Benaglio into the back of the net.

And Klose added the second on
66 minutes when he followed up
Marcell Jansen's shot and stabbed
the ball home for his 20th goal for
Bayern in all competitions.

On Tuesday night, Brazilian
midfielder Tinga helped put
Borussia Dortmund in next
month's cup final as both goal-
scorer and provider in the 3-0
semifinal win over ten-man Carl
Zeiss Jena.

The 30-year-old grabbed the
first goal on 13 minutes before
Dortmund striker Diego Klimowicz
followed up to make it 2-0 on 71
minutes. And Mladen Petric made
it 3-0 just three minutes from tme
with awell-taken strike.

@he Daily Star

Hair's moot oath

iﬁﬁ Cricket

)\F P, Sydmy
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C unlruvurqial Australian umpire
Darrell Hair said on Thursday he will
focus on improved communication
with players after his enforced spell
away from top-level cricket.

Hair was recalled to the elite
panel of umpires on Tuesday after
the International Cricket Council
(1CC) decided to reinstate him at a
board meeting held in Dubai.

Hairwas dumped from the panel
following an abandoned match
between England and Pakistan at
The Oval in 2006, which ended with
the tourists Lunu.dlng the first Test
forfeitinthe game's history.

His reinstatement after a "reha-
bilitation" course has been heavily
criticised by Pakistan,

"It caused me a lot of stress, |
suppose it caused a lot of people
some stress along the way," Hair told
radio here Thursday.

“The laws now have been
changed to take those decisions out
of the hands of the umpires and |
fully support the way that that's
going to happen in future. So, it's
time to move on.

“Every day in life you like to pick
up something and move forward, so
I won't say my whole attitude to
umpiring has changed but I think I
have picked up a few things that are

oing to be very helpful to me in the
uture.

'Pmbahdy just.. hawn
broader un Erslandin l
everybody else is thmkmg and the
old communication issue of making
sure that what you say and what you
want Is understood by the other
pt:uple.

“I've always been a littde bit ...
stand-offish in that Fve always
preferred to let them play the game
themselves and only get involved
when things go overboard, but
maybe there's a case to be made for
alittle bitmore work in that area. "

Hair, 55, said he was available to
umpire in Pakistan.

Part of my contract is that I'm
available now to umpire Test
matches and one-day internation-
als,” hesaid.

“Now whether that (umpiring in
Pakistan) is going to happen I think
you'll need to ask the people who
make the appointments.”

ICC general manager Dave
Richardson said the sport's world
governing body would be sensitive
to the issue of the Pakistan Cricket
Board's frosty relationship with
Hair.

“"We would have to take a sensi-
ble approach,” Richardson told
British radio.

"We will probably keep him
away from Pakistan matches where
we carn.

“It's pointless having an umpire
on the elite panel who is excluded
from umpiring certain teams.

“There are always going to be
stages in an umpire's career when
he is not flavour of the month, but
he will come up against an Asian
leam at some slage.

Tigers on song
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Next ball, Aftab pulled off a sharp
and low catch to his right at point to
dismiss William Porterfield, who
had struck five fours to scorer 25.

"It was planned that I would bat
in the last ten overs but 1 failed. |
feel fortunate that the captain
asked me to bowl for a third spell
when | took three wickets,” said
Forhad whose last spell of two
overs cost five runs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the second one-day
international between Bangladesh
and Ireland at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yester-
day:

BANGLADESH
TamimcKO'BrienbMcCallan 46
Nafees run out (Langford-Smith)60
Aftab cJohnstonbThompson 61
Ashraful c PorterfieldbBotha 38
Forhad lbwb Langford-Smith ]

Shakib ¢ Porterfield b Langford-Smith 2

Mashrafe c Strydom b Langford-Smith 26
Rokibul run out (Langford-Smith)2
Mahmudullah not out 3
Dhiman not out 2
Extras: (Ib-2,w-3) 5

Total: (For 8 wks in 50 overs) 246
Fall of wickets: 1-94, 2-135, 3-199,
4-201,5-211,6-223,7-230,8-243
Did notbat: Razzak

Bowler b IR R A
Langford-Smith 10 0 43 3
KO'Brien R D o
Botha 1 SR ) . ) B
Johnston 10 O 43 -0
McCallan {1 R | I LA
Thompson bt | LEP Rl
[RELAND

Porterfield c Aftab b Forhad 25
Strydom Ibw b Razzak 15
Morgan c Nafees b Forhad 4

NO'BnencMashrafebShakib 18
K O'Brien ¢ Mahmudulizh b Shalkib 21
Bothacandb Forhad 34

— e

Cusacklbwb Forhad 24
Johnston b Razzak 1
McCallan notout 11
Thompson b Forhad 0
Langford-Smith ¢ Dhiman b Razzak 4
Extras: (Ib-2, w-2,nb-1) 5
Total: (All outin 383 overs) 162
Fall of wickets: 1-42, 2-47, 3-47, 4-
83,5-92,6-144,7-147,8-147,9-147

Bowler O M R W
Mashrafe r SRS | B ;T
Forhad 10 3 &2 5
Razzak v i SO | B 7
Shakib r SN | N VN
Mahmudullah 6. 0 320
Aftab 1 | T

Result Bangladesh won by 84 runs
and take unassailable 2-0 lead in
the 3-ODI series.
Man-of-the-match: Forhad Reza.
Toss: Bangladesh.

Umpires: Nadir Shah and Tyron
Wijewardene.
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PHOTO: STAR

Members of the West Bengal team hold aloft the trophy of the Independence and National Day women's kabaddi

tournament after beating Japan in the final at the Outer Stadium kabaddi court yesterday.
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ACROSS 36 Hue 2 Head

1 Rug type 38 Moving hight?

5 Poke truck J Jason's

8 Korean 39 Unruly ship
War crowd 4 Music
silcom 40 Skedad- award

12 Singer dle 5 "Home,
Vikki 43 Hasp -

13 Pasl faslener 6 "When
14 — 47 "Lassie” you see
podrida aclress —_—

15 Plankion 49 Valhalla 7 Derek
COmpo- VIP and
nent 50 Rue the Diddiey

16 Grow run B Fairchild
uncon- 51 Witness or
trofllably 52 Taboo Freeman

18 Hotel aclion 9 Lobon
guest’'s 53 Courls additive
need 54 Mole, 10 — gmn

20 Curved e.g. fizz
moldings 55 Raised, 11 Scenery

21 Peaks as crops chewers
(Abbr.) 17 Sacred

22 Penin- DOWN 19 Chess
sula sl 1 Cicalnx pcs

23 Hee-
haws Solution time: 21 mins.

26 Funda- NRDm B0 DOBE
mental 'u1g_iluol glali]o
idea EID(AIMBRAICIE|RIBIIIT]Y

0 Amo I
sphere T TclxI7 (o[ (s l¥Io]u]n

31 Oz bigwig [GlnjollsiclaleleRAlS]A

KjIIN|GIS]IT|OIN

el 000 L 0GE
“alas® Alsivir|alu 1JOJEJA|LIS
: clulelein|ale|e R Aln] 1 [A

33 Microsoll [GTRTs|AA NN T EIR]T
Windows [alriT|ssie| T HIAlT]E
fealure

22 Shriner's 12
chapeau

23 Proscribe 15

24 Brazihan
city

25 Mustra- 18

S |6 |7

13

tions
26 Tease 21

27 Hootler

28 Overly 23 |24 |25

29 Always,
In verse 30

31 Pale

34 Brings 3 34 |35

35 Maze 38
oplion
36 Food 40 (41 |42
fish

37 Nol
square or
circular

39 Ship-
board
compan- 53
1on

40 Cabbage
salad

41 Gabrielle
Chanel

42 Eight, in
Acapuico

43 Get
ready

44 Smell

45 Motion

47

JME

43

51

54 55
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'M SURPRISED FISH
CAN BE SO DUMB. AFTER ALL, THEY USUALLY
SPEND LOTS OF TIME IN SCHOOLS.
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