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Pak lawmakers

to elect new

PM Monday

Yousuf Raza Gilani current frontrunner

AFP, DAILY TIMES, islamabad

President Pervez Musharraf yester-
day summoned Pakistan's new
parliament to convene on March
24 to elect a prime minister, his
spokesman told AFP.

The new National Assembly,
met for the first time this week after
elections last month in which the
parties of former premiers Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif trounced
Musharraf's allies.

"The president has been
pleased to summon the National
Assembly on Monday at 4:00pm for
ascertainment of the member who
commands the confidence of the
majority of members of the assem-
bly," Musharraf’'s spokesman
Major General Rashid Qureshi told
the news agency.

According to Daily Times,
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardan
will announce the party's premier-
ship candidate at an “appropriate
ume”, PPP spokesman Farhatullah
Babar said onWednesday.

Bilawal, the 19-year-old son of
Benazir Bhutto who is studying at
Britain's prestigious Oxford
University, was named Benazr's
heir following her assassination at
a poliucal rally on December 27.
The untested Bilawal is completing
his studies, and his father, Asif Ali
Zardari, has taken the reins of the
PPP, which won the most seats in
last month's parliamentary elec-
fons.

“Bilawal will announce the
name of the prime minister. He has
come to Pakistan, he is in Karachi,”
Babar said.

He said the PPP would
announce its candidate only after
the National Assembly was recon-
vened to elect the head of the next
government.

Party insiders have said that the
current frontrunner for the posi-
ton is Yousuf Raza Gilani, a long-
term PPP loyalist who was parlia-
mentary speaker during Benazir's
government from 1993-1996. They
said that the premier named by
Bilawal mightonly hold the post for
a few months, until Zardari
becomes eligible for the post after

acting parliamentary leader Javed
Hashmi said the parliament would
neither let President Pervez
Musharraf get a vote of confidence
nor indemnify his November 3
measures.

Hashmi said the defence budget
should be debated in parliament
before it is approved. “The deci-
sions will now be made neither in
Washington nor in the Army
House,” he said.

Pakistan People's Party
Parliamentarians President
Makhdoom Amin Fahim said
Pakistan was in a transition from
dictatorship to democracy, and
passing through difficult times
because of mflation and deterio-
rating law and order. “It is our duty
to make the country prosper,
peaceful and stable,” he said.

Laden warns
Europe over

Muhammad
cartoons

AFP, Washington

al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden
warned Europe Wednesday of a
"reckoning” for publishing contro-
versial cartoons of Prophet
Muhammad (SM), US monitoring
groups said.

In the message, addressed to the
“Intelligent ones” in the European
Union, bin Laden said that pub-
lishing the “insulting drawings”
was a greater crime than Western
forces targeting Muslim villages
and killingwomen and children.

And the "reckoning for it will be
more severe,” he said, according to
a transcript of the message pro-
vided by the Virginia-based
IntelCenter.

Referring to a series of cartoons
published in Danish newspapers,
the Al-Qaeda leader also warned:
"ifthere is no check on the freedom
of your words, then let your hearts
be open to the freedom of our
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Meanwhile, political parties
pledged to restore the supremacy
of parliament in speeches follow-
ing the election of Speaker
Fehmida Mirza at the National
Assembly session onWednesday.

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

Niko case
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And cryptically he added that
the Muslims' response to the insult
will be "what you see, not what you
hear."

The five-minute audio message,
titled "May Our Mothers Be
Bereaved Of Us If We Fail to Help
Our Prophet,” was posted by As-
Sahab, Al-Qaeda's media arm,
according to SITE Intelligence
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missed national identity card, then

he/she would have to face many
hurdles in the future.

Presided over by Rajbari Deputy
Commissioner Mahfuzur Rahman,
the meeting was also addressed,
among others, by Brig Gen Shah
Atiqur Rahman, Acting Police
Superintendent Mahfuzur
Rahman, District Election Officer
Rakib Uddin Mondal, Goalanda
Upazila Nirbahi Officer M
Moniruzzaman and elected local
representatives and civil society
members.

Miladunnabi
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shrines and other institutions on

the occasion.

Political parties will organise
indoor discussion and milad dueto
restrictions imposed under the
state of emergency.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed
in separate messages greeted the
countrymen on the occasion of
Miladunnabi.

The president said, “Islam,
preached by Hazrat Muhammad
(SM), is the bestideology for overall
welfare of mankind. The Ideology
he left for the welfare of mankind,
along with preaching the mono-
theism of Allah, has been encour-
aging people of the world into the
path of truth and beauty for ages.”

In his message, the chief adviser
said Hazrat Muhammad(SM)
played a pioneering role in estab-
lishing peace, harmony, equity,
fraternity and humanity in the
world.

He also called upon the coun-
trymen to devote themselves to the
process of building an enlightened
society based on justice through
pursuing the ideals and lessons of
prophet (SM) at every stage of their
lives. :

Both the president and the chief
adviser wished the people of
Bangladesh and the Muslim world
peace, progress and welfare.

Bangladesh Betar, Bangladesh
Television and private TV channels
will air special programmes on the
occasion. Besides, newspapers will
publish special articles on the
occasion.

US for lifting
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The US statement followed the

release of its annual report "Hu-
man Rights Practices 2007" where
it stated that human rights record
worsened in Bangladesh under the

Jprotractedstateofemergency.
The report said both former

prime ministers Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia were denied fair public
trial and the government used
Emergency Power Rules to curtail
freedoms of speech and the press.
The report stated that individu-
als were not able to publicly criti-
cise the governmentwithout fear of
reprisal, indoor and outdoor politi-

AL plans street protests
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views. They will also seek opin-
ions of metropolitan, district and
upazila unit leaders before
announcing the programmes on
alimited scale.

Besides, there would be meet-
ings with representatives from
different front organisations 1o
give them necessary directions.

AL Publicity Secretary
Asaduzzaman Noor, who
attended yesterday's meeting,
told The Daily Star, “We are a
people's political party, so If we
don't talk about their crises then
why they would depend on us,

“We want measures to allevi-
ate public sufferings as early as
possible.”

Meanwhile, yesterday's meet-
ing decided it will soon form a
committee dedicated to main-
taining discipline within the
party. The organisation and its
wings have lately been badly
affected due to internal
disorder, according to the party
insiders.

The meeting also decided that
the AL will not make its position
clear about the local body elec-
tions until the government
arranges for those,

It also reiterated its call for the
government to free Hasina imme-
diately and send her to the US for
treatment.

The meeting decided to boy-
cott the president's programme
on the Independence Day pro-
testing invitation to the war crim-
inals and anti-Liberation War
forces there.

BRIEFING

Briefing journalists after the
meeting, Syed Ashraful Islam
said, “We are strongly urging the

Coarse rice
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Tk 1,230 the previous day.

Prices of local coarse rice also
increased by Tk 10 per maund and it
was selling between Tk 1,130 and Tk
1,200 yesterday. It, however, did not
affect the retail markets.

Different varieties of coarse rice
were sellingbetweenTk32and Tk 35
akginretail markets yesterday.

Meanwhile, shops run by
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and Open
Market Sale (OMS) outlets experi-
enced a huge rush of consumers
during the last couple of days due to
price hike of rice in kitchen markets.

Abdur Rahman, an official of a
private firminTejgaon, said, "I have
never been to the fair-price shops
but now I have no other way. The
price hike of rice forced me to come
here.”

The prices of palm, super palm
and soya bean oil dropped to Tk
91.5, Tk 95 and Tk 100 a kg in the
wholesale markets yesterday. It had
no effecton theretail markets.

One kg of non-brand soya bean
oil was selling between Tk 106 and
Tk 108 at the retail markets yester-
day. It was selling between Tk 120
and Tk 130 nine days ago.

Palm and super palm oil were
selling between Tk 95 and Tk 100 a
kg yesterday. Sellers said a price
drop in the international market
and measures taken by the govern-

caretaker government to con-
sider our demand for steps to
send our leader [Hasina) to the
US for treatment.

“They must not delay when
the specialist doctors have
already said treatment of her ears
isnot possible here.”

The country has been going
through a very critical time as, the
AL leader said, food price infla-
tion has gone up by 70 to 80 per-
cent. He urged the government (o
take immediate steps to bring the
prices within people's reach.

Syed Ashraf said both the
caretaker government and the EC
have been making contradictory
statements over the national and
local government elections. He
asked them to “stop talking and
go for the parliamentary polls
first”,

The acting AL general
secretary demanded that the
government withdraw the curb
on trade union. If the right to
organise is not given back, the
country's image as one of the
signatories to the International
LLabour Organisation (ILO) con-
vention would be tarnished, he
observed.

Nam flats
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Daily Star yesterday.

He, however, could notsay imme-
diately howthe parliament secretar-
iatwould respond toit. His office did
not respond to several previous
letters that asked for cancelling the
ex-lawmakers' allotment to pave
the way for realising revised rent
after fresh allotment, said officials.

Contacted last night for his
comments, Speaker Jamiruddin
Sircar suggested contacting the
parliament secretariat.

Yesterday's letter came after
the Chief Adviser's Office had
asked the ministry on Sunday to
implement the government deci-
sion on realising new charges for
Nam flats from January, which was
not being implemented as the
parliament secretariat did not
cancel the allotments to the resi-
dent former lawmakers by the
tumeline.

The ministry sent aletterin this
regard on December 4, which also
asked the former MPs to pay Tk
20,000 a month for a 1,250-sqft
well-furnished flat and Tk 25,000
for a 1,800-sqgft flat if they take
fresh allotment from the DGA.

Referring to the December 4
letter, yesterday's letter requested
the parliamentsecretariatagain to
take steps for cancelling the ex-
lawmakers' allotment and asking
the former parliamentarians to
take fresh allotment.

It also asked for sending photo-

- capies of the former lawmakers’

allotment documents to the min-
iStry.

The letter signed by Senior
Assistant Secretary of the ministry
SM Hasibur Rahman said the
former lawmakers will have to pay
rent at increased rate with effect
from January 1 this year.

Increasing the rents from Tk
400500 to Tk 20,00025,000 last
year, the government primarily

[.ove for birds
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whatto do," said Tapan.

"I picked up two birds and
found they were alive. So, 1 took
themn to the dorm,” he added.

“I called my friends Aniruddha
and Palash and consulted with
them what to do. Andwe decided to
help them," he said.

Tapan, Aniruddha, Palash and
Viki took all the wounded birds to
their dormitory.

The students, who do not have
any formal knowledge of taking
care of sick birds, just used com-
mon sense,

They made a fire burning news-
papers to make the wet birds
warmer, They fed them with water
and cookedrice.

Later Dipendu, a student of
zoology, joined them and phoned
his classmate Arnab from Fazlul
Haq Hall.

"We have been taking care of the
birds since Wednesday night,”
Dipendusaid while feeding cooked
fish and water to a sick bird yester-
day afternoon.

"We were amazed in the morn-
ing," Arnab said. "We found all the
birds were now able to stand up.
The corridor of the hall looked like
apoultry farm,"” he said.

Dr Anawarul Islam, a wildlife
expert and teacher of zoology,
visited the hall to see his students’
acrivities.

"“These birds live on the top
branches of trees. Many take shel-
ter in the large trees around
Jagannath Hall. So, many birds
were affected by the storm," Prof
Anawar said.

The students have so far cured
140 kites. Only six birds were still
unable to fly, but the students were
trying hard to cure them.

Atiqullah Khan
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premises, delivered the verdict.

Atiqullah Khan was jailed for
seven years each in two other cases
onsame chargesonMarch6and9.

ACC Deputy Assistant Director
Mahmud Hasan filed the case
against three persons on
September 30, 2007.

Later, the name of Sohrab Miah,
building inspector of Rajuk, was
dropped from the charge sheet.

According to case statement,
Atiqullah submitted a building
design to Rajuk for constructing a
15-storey building in the capital's
Segunbagicha.

Instead of getting the design
approved by the authorised Rajuk
committee, Kamruzzaman and
Sohrab prepared fake documents
saying that Rajuk had approved the
building design.

Atiqullah Khan benefited Tk
8.70 crore throughit.

Joint forces arrested Atiqullah
Masud at Janakantha building in
the capital's Eskaton on March 7
last year. He has been in custody
since then.

Kamruzzaman, who has been
absconding, was tried in absentia.
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spiritual leader who fled his home-

land after a failed uprising against
Chinese rule in 1959, on Thursday
expressed concerns for the many
people he said had fallen victim to
the Chinese security forces.

"We don't know exact numbers.
Some say six, some say 100, but
places have been cut off, There are
movements of Chinese troops. Iam
really worried a lot of casualties
have happened,” he said from his
base of exile in northern India.

The unrest has been a public
relations nightmare for China in
the lead-up tothe Beijing Olympics
in August, an event the nation's
communist rulers had hoped
would showcase a harmonious
country.

While no government has called
for a boycott of the Games, China
has faced increasing international
pressure to resolve the unrest
peacefully and to hold talks with
the Dalai Lama.

The 1989 Nobel Peace Prize
winner said Thursday he was pre-
pared to meet Chinese President
Hu Jintao.

But China all but ruled out talks,
with foreign ministry spokesman
Qin Gang referring to the Dalai
Lama as a double-dealing
‘splittist” bent on Tibetan inde-
pendence.

The Dalai Lama has repeatedly
said that he does not want inde-
pendence for his homeland, but
instead seeks greater cultural
autonomy under Chinese rule and
an end to what he describes as
widespread repression.

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown said on Wednesday he
planned to meet with the Dalai
Lama, triggering a swift response
from Beijing.

"We have expressed our great
concern over that,” Qin told report-
ers.

Australia added to the pressure
on Thursday, with Foreign Minister
Stephen Smith expressing concern
over the violence and calling on

Hasina's ears
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tests,” said Dr Sarwar-e-Alam
during a press conference at the
hospital yesterday. He said she has
problemsin her eyes as well.

He said the medical team
formed at the hospital to examine
Hasina's health would make for-
mal recommendations about her
health to the jail authorities on
Sunday. The recommendations

some more medical tests todayand
tomorrow, he added.

Hasina, a former prime minis-
ter, has been detained since July 16
lastyear.

Asked if the treatment for her
hearing problems can be done in
the country, Dr Sarwar did not
reply.

Dr Ziaul Haque and Dr Mirza
Nazim Uddin were also present at

would be made final after doing

China pours troops

China to allow foreign journalists
and diplomats access to Tibet and
other hotspot areas.

China has banned foreign jour-
nalists from Lhasa and tried to
block them from the nearby west-
ern provinces of China, where a
spate of violent protests have taken
place over the past week.

“To ensure the security and
safety of foreign tourists, we sug-
gest they do not go to these places
at present,” said Qin, when asked if
tourists should avoid Sichuan
province in southwestern China
and Gansu inthe north.

Germany's Blume was ordered
out of Lhasa yesterday, and there
are now believed to be no more
foreign reporters in the capital.

Nevertheless, reports of the
huge troop build-up in Lhasa and
the nearby provinces emerged.

More than 400 vehicles were
seen heading to Tibet through
mountain passes in western China,
a BBC reporter said, without speci-
fying his location because of
Chinese restrictions on foreign
press reporting in the area.

"Over the past two days ['ve
seen increasing numbers of troops
heading for the Tibetan border but
this is the largest deployment by
far,” thereportersaid.

Large troop movements also
took place in Sichuan province,
which borders the Tibetan
Autonomous Region and has sev-
eral mainly Tibetan areas, one
foreign reporterthere told AFP

Authorities have arrested 24
people linked to the protests in
Lhasa, while 170 people have sur-
rendered to police, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

Activist groups say hundreds of
Tibetans have been arrested.

Govt to amend law
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before the local press, which the
government felt tantamount to
interference in the country's inter-
nal matters.

Sources said once the act is
‘amended, foreigners will not be
able todo such things.

The law adviser during a press
briefing at Bangladesh Secretariat
also said Bangladesh's laws do not
allow foreigners on tourist visa to
hold press conferences.

The meeting held at the home
ministry also directed the police to
make sure that custodial deaths do
notoccur anymore.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting Home Secretary Abduj.
" AT Sald aFér 4 VeAr of Pause, the
government decided to 1ssue licen-
ces for small firearms to class-1
government officials.

He said the meeting decided to
ban decorative illuminations of
structures during Independence
Day to ensure uninterrupted
power supply for irrigation in the
country side.

He also said the deadline for
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case, ACC's SM Sabbir Hasan,
without consulting her lawyers.
The letter gave her five days to give

' statement on her defence, sources

said. :

Sources in the ACC said the
report recommended two mid-
level officers from Petrobangla and
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration
Company (Bapex) be added to the
list of accused in the case. Their
names were notdisclosed.

“As far as I know Sheikh Hasina
has not replied to the ACC letter
asking for her statement,” ACC
Director General (admin) Hanif
Igbal said during a routine press
briefing yesterday.

The ACC has also issued similar
letters to other accused in the case.

Four of the accused have
already submitted statements in
their defence, the 10 said adding
that Rafiqul Islam and Dr Towfig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury asked for more
time but their pleas were rejected.

The accused who submitted
statements are former principal
secretary to the Prime Minister's
Office SA Samad, former energy
secretary M Akmal Hossain, former
Petrobangla chairman Mosharraf
Hossain and Vice-president (South
Asia) of Niko Kashem Sharif.

ACC Deputy Director Sabbir
Hasan filed the case on December 9
last year with Tejgaon Police
Station accusing them of causing a
loss of over Tk 13,630 crore to the

'* public exchequer by initiating a gas

exploration deal with Canadian
company Niko Resources Ltd.

ProfWahiduddin
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ment to introduce ration cards for

The audio track with English
subtitles is heard over a video
image of bin Laden holding an AK-
47 automaticrifle.

IntelCenter chief Ben Venzke
said bin Laden’'s message was "a
clear threat against EU member
countries and an indicator of a
possible upcoming significant
attack.”

"However, itis unclear in exactly
what timeframe it may occur,” he

ACC to launch
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Replying to another query, Hanif told
the journalists that a deputy director
of the ACC is assigned to investigate
corruption allegations at Bangladesh
Embassy in Abu Dhabi. Different
officials of the embassy have already
been served with letters asking them
to explain their position regarding
their alleged involvement in corrup-
tion, he alsosaid.

“The investigation is being con-
ducted based on primary inquiry
reportand itwill take anothermonth
to give specific details on the issue,”
Hanifadded.

Misuse of government property,
causing loss to the exchequer
through abuse of power and misap-
propriation of money are some of the
allegations against the embassy, he
said.

Replying to a question regarding
the names of accused proposed in
the investigation report of Niko graft
case against former premier and
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia, Hanif
said, "The names cannot be dis-
closed until the report is finalised
after proper examination.”

It said newspapers and TV
stations were compelled to broad-
cast or publicise stories supporting
the government.

The government banned radio
and TV talk shows in August but
rescinded the ban after developing
strict rules to govern the format,
thereportadded.

Tarique

FROM PAGE 16

On November 19 and 26 last year,
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Court, Dhaka, granted police
prayers for taking Tarique on
remand forinterrogationin the two
extortion cases filed with Gulshan
and Shahbag police stations.

Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mian
appeared for the petitioners while
Deputy Attorney General Abdur
Rouffor the state.

The BNP leader was arrested on
March 7 lastyear amid a crackdown
on politicians as part of the current
anti-graft drive. Since then, he has
been implicated in over a dozen
charges of extortion and corrup-
non. 0

Security counceil
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treasury unless they get involved in
further crimes, according to the
proposal.

The commission may fine such
people or confiscate their assets, but
theamountof the fine will not exceed
the value of their properties, the
sources said adding that the com-
mission will have the power to sum-
monany person.

The March 9 meeting received a
proposal of barring those people
who would take advantage of the
commission from standing in any

sale markets also dropped by Tk 100
toTk 150 per 74-kg sack.

from January at the request of the
Speaker.

Billboards
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the rooftop billboards, the owners
filed writs with the High Court.
Now we can't do anything against
them although there is a ban
imposed in 2005 on rooftop bill-
boards.

“We've already warned all the
owners of the buildings on which
the billboards are installed, but
they also could not remove those
due to the stay.

"DCC has assigned a barrister to
move in the High Court and we are
hopeful that the court would
deliver verdictin favour ofus,”

Sources say the Outdoor
Advertisement Owners'
Association (OAOA) filed two writs
-- one against DCC and the other
against Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) -- in 2006
against the move to demolish
rooftop billboards. v

OAOA general secretary
Mohammad Rashed claimed
billboard collapse did not kill the
youth on Wednesday night. The
youth was killed when a piece of
“tin fell on him", he told The Daily
Star.

Rashed, also owner of ad firm
Century Art, said, "When a lot of
people are getting killed in various
accidents including road, river and
even building collapse, a few
deathsdueto billboard collapse are
notsomethingexception.”

During a wisit to the Chandrima
Super Market yesterday, it was seen
that the three-storey building
houses also a mosque with several

Station, who visited the spot after
the accident, said, "An iron bar
from a billboard fell off and hit the
youth.”

Meanwhile, DCC is losing Tk 3
Crore a year in revenue since it is
neither able to collect taxes from
outdoor advertisers for those
billboards nor able to dismantle
those due to the courtinjunction.

Sources say the DCC guidelines
on outdoor advertisements allow
no overhead billboards in front of
hospitals, government offices,
educational institutions, mosques,
temples, churches, museums, and
at historical sites.

Khaleda refuses
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butsherefused to register.

Another former prime minister,
Sheikh Hasina, also detained in
another sub-jail nearby, has
become voter from Dhanmondi
area.

Ahmed Azam said the BNP
chairperson is concerned over
price hike of essentials and
termed it a “great crisis” for the
nation.

The family counsel of Khaleda
Zia said she urged the caretaker
government to send abroad her
two detained sons for treatment.

Public universities
FROM PAGE 16

Chairman of the committee and
education Secretary Md Momtazul

emergency meeting of the associa-
tion.

The SCBA president said the
constitution does not provide any
such provision for the chief justice
to control the court in the name of
reconstitution of the benches.

The emergency meeting was
convened in the wake of dissolving
Justice Nayeem's writ bench on
March 17.

Barrister Amir said the chief
justice has discretionary power
under the constitution to reconsti-
tute benches. The usual practice is
that benches are reconstituted
once a year or after along vacation,
he observed.

But, he said, it is immoral to
break any bench in the middle of a
week. He said the SCBA has long
been pressing for setting rules how
to constitute and reconstitute a
bench instead of doing it by the
chief justice unilaterally for the
sake of proper dispensation of
justice.

Barrister Amir said this unilat-
eral action does not resolve the
problems of the litigants and the
justice seekers. Rather, efficient
judges who have expertise in
motion and writ jurisdiction were
keptengaged in other benches.

Akbar Ali Khan
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that also recognises the diverse
nature of poverty.

Dr Moshiur Rahman, former
finance secretary, said
policymakers should consider the
nature of poverty in a particular
area before framing the policy and
allocating resources.

Referring to Mongla Sea Port, he

pressure is normal now. He said
they had an ultra-sonogram done
on her, an echo test of heart and
some blood tests.

"After getting all medical
reports in hand, we would be able
to say about her overall health
condition, " the doctor said.

Deputy Inspector General
(Prisons) Major Shamsul Haider
Siddiqui yesterday said the author-
ities would decide on Hasina after
receiving the formal recommenda-
tions of her doctors.

Asked if she would be sent
abroad if doctors recommended,
he said everything is depending on
the doctors' recommendations.
"First their recommendations have
to be in our hands, we will decide
afterwards,"” said Maj Haider.

Foreign envoys
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arenewed perceptible tendencyon

part of some foreign diplomats to
make remarks in public that a
section of the media has perceived
to be interference in Bangladesh's
internal affairs.

Although the government didn't
cite any specific instance, the reac-
tion came in the wake of US Charge
d'affaires Geeta Pasi's series of
meetings with political leaders and
her comments to the media.

Foreign Advisor to the caretaker
government Dr Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury yesterday said
Bangladesh believes in friendship
with all countries but friendship
and interference are two different
things.

“Bangladeshi people are in
charge of shaping their own des-
tny,” hesaid categorically.

However, the adviser noted that
the government response is not

The home secretary said the
meeting also discussed reported
extortion through phone calls and
directed police to look into it
Police was also asked to stop the
nuisance of eve teasing by derailed
youths in front of educational
institutions.

Home Adviser Maj Gen (retd)
MA Matin chaired the meeting.

Dhaka to host
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important international role to

play... calling for action to cut emis-
sions, and calling for practical sup-
port for vulnerable countries to
adapt,” British Department of
International Development (DFID)
Bangladesh head Chris Austin told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Naming climate change as the
"most cnucal long-term challenge
that Bangladesh faces”, Austin said,
"Itisnotjust an environmental issue,
itisadevelopmental one.”

Several Bangladeshi senior gov-
ernment officials from different
ministries, including environment
and disaster management and
finance ministries would take part
alongside high-level representatives
of donors, experts, NGOs, private
sector, the media and the civil soci-
ety.

The day-long conference will
include sessions to discuss financing
adaptation measures in Bangladesh
to tackle the effects of climate
change.

The panel would also look to find
common grounds between coun-
tnes on climate change and build
adaptation capacity in the areas
feared to be hit the hardest by the

people of low income in urban %MGESP{EE'I‘S ;L?tggr;&ngzhnieingfegggnglessnmsgé bﬂlgg:i:idessug L?,ngénqpl;amiw oF (i Islag:ichairedthg n)eeting. s said the economy of the region dirﬁﬁ;&ﬁﬁ%ﬁgf&iﬁﬁemon phenomenon.
areas,” hesaid. e ACC yesterday approved charge draft rods, bars and several pieces of tin Zi”“rlﬁcafﬁﬁgnt ttiiﬁec?zhgﬁaelz would be better off if the port is | said Dhaka noted that Bangladeshis The participants would also

Wahiduddin Mahmud, former
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment in 1996, also said it is neces-
sary to put a ‘moral pressure’ on
businessmen to bring down the
prices of essential items and pre-
vent them from making high profit.

Commerce Adviser Hossain
Zillur Rahman said the committee
will sit again tomorrow to discuss
the current status of market prices.

“We are making all-out efforts to
bring down the prices of essential

sheet against former lawmaker
Anwar Hossain Manju and his wife
Tasmima Hossain for concealing
information about wealth worth over
Tk4.15 crore and amassing of wealth
worth over Tk 14.93 crore beyond
their known sourcesofincome.

The second charge sheet the ACC
approved was against Dr Firoz
Mahmud Igbal and his wife Imtiyaz
Begum for accumulating wealth
worthover Tk 1.73 crore.

People already convicted by a
court will have no scope of exemp-
tion from the penalty by confessing
before the commission, sources said
quotingthe proposal.

Asked if such commission would
be animpediment to normal judicial
system, the law adviser yesterday
said, "Therewillbenosuch scope.”

The draft ordinances for the
"Accountability Commission” and
the National Security Council will be

of damaged billboards was also
found dumped on top of the build-
ing.

Manjurul Karim who identified
him as an office assistant of the
building said, " Cyclone Sidr dam-
aged the billboards installed on tt e
building top, while a city corpora-
tion drive also knocked down a
few."

He opposed the OAOA leader's
statement saying there is nothing
but remains of billboards on the

Ingonspecialinvitation,

The meeting also recommended
co-opting two more civil-society
members/academics to make the
search committee more effective
andforitsinstitutionalization,

The committee recommended
appointing the education secretary
and Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud co-
chairmen of the committee.,

Open advertisement system for
the appointment of VCs exists in

modernised the right way:.

Abdul Qayum, joint editor of
daily Prothom Alo, said there
should be separate allocation in
the budget of next fiscal year (2008-
09) to protect coastal people from
the fury of climate changes result-
ing from global warming.

Atiur Rahman, chairman of
Samannay, said diversification of
earning sources could be one of the
main weapons for the coastal

welcome and cherish the existing
friendly bilateral relationships with
many of the countries represented
by these diplomats

“However, Bangladeshis, who
have struggled hard for their inde-
pendence, seek to guard their sense
of sovereignty with zeal and pride,”
the spokesman reminded.

“The diplomatic agents con-
cerned are urged to take note of this
fact, and act in consonance with

discuss ways to better manage the
effects of more frequent disasters
and learn from adaptation projects
already underwayin Bangladesh and
elsewhere.

The government has long
demanded the largest and richest
emitters to pay for Bangladesh's
adaptation costs with the country
likely to pay one of the highest prices
for the effects ofglobal warming.

According to some estimates, a

{:umgmditie:l and we are ggt}iﬂg The other charge sheet the ACC ?&?;edmﬁe mgmrurl':cil ofadvisers | roof. the western world, including people to ﬁght nam_ral calamities ﬁ;& sentiments,” said the spokes- OHa Thdtre Sealnoe] riee nill Tk
5:5; ve results in some cases,” e an5r6ved yesterday was against MA A?t‘;r lhat"i}[::rillt;ggsee'm e The security guard of the build- Harvard and Cambridge | @nd small industries could be The foreign ministry is of the 'MerBe about one-third ol the total

He said the price of per litre soya
bean oil came down to Tk 107-108

Quayum and his wife Shamim Ara for
concealing wealth worth overTk 5.98

ministry for vetting and returricd to
the council of advisers for final

ing said the youth was killed when a
piece of billboard fell on him as he
was standing between Chandrima

University.
The high-powered seven-
member search committee was

developed for alternative employ-
mentopportunities. :
He also recommended develop-

view that diplomatic norms and
standards are well recognised inter-
nationally and feels that ‘it 1s

area of Bangladesh, thereby uproot-
ing25-30million ofits people.
The DFID is already pumping in

o vernment lakh and amassing illegal wealth oval : : oty ) , _ :

’ﬂt?t]dgw lfl? f;pg;eo ﬂdﬁties on  worthover Tk 7.20 crore beyond their ;Igr;ulgﬁtmeﬂzﬁﬁ;ﬁ :.nll then Su];ir T‘;:ke'a?d Ne?a:rll?idrket. formed for appointment of VCs, | Ing saline-resistant crops that are expected that these should be con- 80 million pounds in assistance to

‘Wnufe dible oil. it i ity Naf €8, sources il e{::tzr zltrf ?\I + aﬁmiam sub- pro-VCs and treasurers to the | suitable for cultivation in coastal | formed to by all practitioners of the Bangladeshi development projects
= p ob INew Market Folice  public universities of the country. areas. professioninthe internal arena.’ focused on chmate change.
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