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Anthony Minghella, director of
““The English Patient" dies

Anthony Minghella on the set of Play, by Samuel Beckett

Anthony Minghella, the British
filmmaker who won an Academy
Award for his direction of The
English Patient, died Tuesday
morning in London. He was 54.

The cause was complications of
surgery he had a week ago to treat
tonsil cancer, said Leslee Dart, his
publicist.

The son of parents who made
ice cream on the Isle of Wight, off
the coast of England, Minghella
used expansive tastes in literature
and a deep visual vocabulary to
make lush films with complicated
themes that found both audiences
and accolades. Minghella's films,
which also included Breaking and
Entering (2006), The Talented Mr.
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(2003), used a careful eye for cul-
tural and historical detail to
explore ways in which the dynam-
ics of class often pushed people
into corners that they had to fight
orscheme theirway outof.

His gift for building fully real-
ised worlds within worlds also
found expression in opera.
Minghella directed an acclaimed
staging of Madama Butterfly in
2006, and he was commissioned
by the Metropolitan Opera to
direct and write the libretto for a
new work by the composer
Osvaldo Golijoy that was sched-
uled forthe2011-12season.

Minghella recently completed
work on The No. | Ladies Detective
Agency, an adaptation of an Alex-
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ander McCall Smith novel, which
was filmed in Botswana, in south-
ern Africa, for HBO and the BBC as
the pilotofaseries.

He worked as a writer and a
director in both theatre and televi-
sion. Samuel Beckett was a partic-
ular fascination; Minghella organ-
ised a star-studded tribute to
Beckettin 2006.

After his movie-directing debut
in Truly Madly Deeply, amade-for-
television production that was
released theatrically in 1990,
Minghella went on to adapt a
number of novels for a series of
well-reviewed films. In addition to
winning the directing Oscar in

T N Ty W, A iy

1997 for The English Paticnt --
which garmered a total of nine
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Oscars, including best picture --
Minghella also received an
adapted-screenplay nomination.
In 2000 his screenplay for The
Talented Mr. Ripley was nomi-
nated as well.

That same year Minghella
joined a fellow director, Sydney
Pollack, to form Mirage, an inde-
pendent production company
that concluded a three-year first-
look deal with the Weinstein Com-
pany earlier this month. They
collaborated as producers on a
number of films and worked on
each other's films as well,

“He was interested in the
magic,” Pollack said. “Not fake
magic, like hiding the ball under
the cup, but real magic, the kind

thatoccurs between people. Nowa-

days, everybody making movies
wants to get the clothes off fast and
the guns out quick, he was just the
opposite. He was interested in the
poetry, lavishing the viewer with
story, and scope and richness.
Look at what you got for your $12
ticketwith Anthony.”

Anthony Minghellawas born on
January 6, 1954, and grew up on
the Isle of Wight, where his par-
ents, immigrants from Italy, ran an
ice cream factory. An outsider even
in his native land, Minghella took
on large historical issues in his
work, like the human conse-
quences of epic warfare in Cold
Mountain, about a soldier's jour-
ney across an American landscape
battered by the Civil War, Closer to
home, his film Breaking and Enter-
ing examined the interlocking
lives of thieves and their victims in
today's London, a place where he
believed immigrants are less
assimilated than tolerated.

--------------------------------------------------------

Source: The New York Times
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Cultural programme by
Ankur Natya Academy

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

-------------------------------------------------

Local cultural organisation Ankur
Natya Academy celebrated the
completion of an era with
programmes at the academy's
auditorium recently.

The programme included
discussion, dance, music, recita-
tion and drama that drew the local
culture enthusiasts. On the con-
cluding day, local individuals who,
through their achievements have
made contributions to the society,
were honoured.

On the opening day, Kamrun
Nahar Lizi, vice president of Ankur
Natya Academy presided over a
discussion. Abu Shaheen Md.
Ashaduzzaman, Sadar Upazila
Nirbhahi Officer was present as
chief guest. A drama titled Bhul by
Abdullah Al Faruk was staged on
the opening day.

On the second day, Mahmudul
Islam, president of Jhenidah
Chamber of Commerce was the
chief guest at a discussion chaired
by Rakib Hasan, a lifetime mem-
ber of Ankur Natya Accademy.
Freedom fighter Abdul Aziz,
Mohsin Hossain Litu, Khurshid
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Alam Nasim and Munna Akhtar
spoke at the meeting. On the same
day the students of Ankur Natya
Academy performed dance, songs
and recitation.

On the concluding day, Abu
Sayed Fakir, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) of thenidah was pres-
ent at a discussion as chief guest.
The discussion was chaired by the
president of Ankur Natya Acad-
emy, Md. Rezaul Alam. Baitul
Amin Bhuiyan, additional deputy
commissioner (ADC) and
Mokkaram Hossain Tulu, general
secretary of the local Shilpakala
Academy were special guests at
the meeting.

On the same day, seven accom-
plished individuals from different
fields were awarded. The
honourees were K.B Al-Mamun,
(literature), Monwara Khatun
(education), Bishwanath
Bhattyacharya (music), Azad
Rahman (journalism), Al-Haj
Khairul Bashar (social activism),
Dr. Rezaul Karim Benu
(healthcare) and Al-Haj Abdur
Razzak (theatre). The honourees

were all given a crest and a certifi-
cate each bythe DC.

[ AP, New York

Halle Berry names
her firsthorn
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Angeles two years ago. Berry has

[ Students of Ankur Natya Academy dance at the programme
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Halle Berry's newborn daughter
is named Nahla Ariela Aubry, her
publicist Meredith O'Sullivan
told The Associated Press on
Tuesday. Nahla was born Sunday
to Berry, 41, and her boyfriend,
model Gabriel Aubry, 32. It's
Berry's first child.

Another Dri‘.

said she and Aubry don't plan to
marry, but feel fully committed
to each other.

Berry,

Catwoman,

whose credits include
the Bond Die

A-Men

film
and the
movies, has won an Emmy for
the 1999 made-for-TV film Intro-

ducing Dorothy Dandridge and a

The couple met while
mg a Vereace comnercialin Los

best-actress Academy Award for

2001 's Monster's
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