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Seek people's opinion
before approval

Speakers urge CG

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a press conference
vesterday called upon the care-
taker government (CG) to seek
people s opinion belore approving
any ordinance related to the local
government saying that it should
be published in the media.

[he goal of strengthening the
local government bodies, which is
essential for democracy, will not be
successful unless people's opin-
ons are incorporated and their
involvement is ensured i the
whole process, they said.

The press conference was
organised jointly by the
Governance Coalition and 27 other

organisations at Dhaka Reporters
Unity (DRU) in the city:

Dr Quazi Kholiquzzaman
Ahmad, president of Bangladesh
Economic Association, said only
strengthening of the local govern-
ment will not do, it will have to be
made functional for strengthening
democracy and country’s develop-
mentaswell.

Electing parliament members is
not enough for democracy, partici-
patory and democratic structure in
the local government will have to
be ensured for this, he added.

“It is not possible to make the
local government bodies func-
tional unul its elected representa-
tives have the power and money
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and are free from the influence of
government officials,” he said,
adding a part of national budget
will have to be allocated for local
government so that it does not
have to depend on the finance
ministry,

Dr Kholiquzzaman said to make
the local government functional,
which is necessary to strengthen
democracy, it is essential to take
people’s opinion.

“We will not be able to know
anything about the ordinances
related to the local government
unlessitis published in the media,”
he said, adding if the local govern-
ment-related ordinance is promul-
gated secretly itwould be one sided

and may not go with the demo-
cratic process,

Dr Kholiquzzaman stressed on
publishing the ordinance in the
media apart from website since
very few people have the access to
Internet.

He said since the present care-
taker governmentis notarepresen-
tative government it should
include all to make the institutions
functional.

Mohsin Ali, coordinator of the
Governance Coalition, Abdus
Sukur, national project coordinator
of Governance Coalition, Ajgar Al
Sabri of Action Aid Bangladesh and
Dr Kajal Chatterjee of Prip Trust
also spoke onthe occasion.

Draft of pvt
university act
finalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Education Adwviser Hossain Zillur
Rahman vesterday said the draft of
amended private university act was
finalised and it would be placed at
cabinet meeting at any ume for
approval.

He told this to the reporters after a
meeting of Bangladesh National
Commuission for Unesco at the
secretariat.

Caretaker government has taken
the initanves to amend the law
passed in 1992 in the wake of allega-
uons that many private universities
are involved in unholy pracuces like
selling ceruficates and offering sub
standard education.

Explaiming the conditon of the
quality of educaton, Zillur said there
were five posts for Bangladesh in the
Unesco headquarters, but three of
them had been lving vacant for 23
years, as qualified candidates were
notavailable.
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Indian Chigf Ifformation Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah speaks at a rdundtable af Brac.Centre Inin'in the ‘city
yesterday. On his leftare Kamal Uddin Ahmed, Shaheen Anam and Farooq Sobhan. (Story on Page 1)

7,500 mts of
Indian rice on
way to Ctg port

UNB, Dhaka

As part of the Indian government's
announcement of supplying
15,000 metric tonnes of rice to
Bangladesh during March-April
2008, a commercial vessel carrying
7,500mt of rice is presently bound
for Chittagong Port.

Earlier, some 5,000 mt rice was
delivered to the government and
the supplies were effected through
eight shipments by Indian Naval
vessels between December 2007
and January 2008, said an Indian
High Commission release.

India announced an assistance
of 40,000 mts of rice, 10,000 mts of
wheat and 1,000 mts of skimmed
milk powder in 2007 for relief and
rehabilitation of people of
Bangladesh affected by floods and
other natural disasters.

As part of the commitment,
India supplied 1,000 mts of
skimmed milk powder during
February and March 2008 to
Bangladesh.

The aforesaid quantity of
skimmed milk powder is being
distributed by the Relief and
Rehabilitation Department of Food
and Disaster Management

Ministry of Bangladesh through ,

their network to cyclone-affected
areasin southern Bangladesh.

Edn expo, job
fair begins
tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A four-day 'Global education expo'
and 'Jobs and career fair-2008" will
begin at Bashundhara Exhibition

Centre in the city tomorrow.

Students will get admission
information of different public and
private universities and job seekers
will receive recruitment informa-
tion of different local and mulu-
national companies from the fair.

Representatives of 10 local
private universities and 50 interna-
tional universities from 12 coun-
tries will set up their stalls to pro-
vide information to the students
andjob seekers.

Event Touch Bangladesh will
organise the programme.

The fair will remain open form
10:00am to 5: dﬂpm ‘md entry fee is
Tk10.
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Resource centres for safe
migration soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Female migrant resource centres
will be established under the
Bureau of Manpower Employment
and Training (BMET) to ensure
their safe migration, said the
speakers ataworkshop yesterday.

At the project inception work-
shop at Biam auditorium in the
city, they said in the first phase a
female migrant resource centre will
be established in the capital and
then in six divisions under a project
titled 'Establishment of Female
MigrantWorkers Resource Centre.’

“The risk for female mlgrant
workers could not be reduced even
after the formulation of code ol
conduct for recruiting agencies,”
said Mohammad Abdul Matin,
secretary to expatriates' wellare
and overseas employment minis-
try, adding that it is now important
to develop skill and productivity of
the aspirant migrant workers along
with increased advocacy.

“Usually people migrate to
eradicate poverty. But if he or she
becomes more vulnerable and
poverty stricken due to migration,
its purpose would be meaning-
less,” he added.

While speaking as chief guest,
Matin stressed the need for raising
education level of female migrant
workers and the involvement of
local representatives to create
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Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment Secretary Mohammad
Abdul Matin Chawdhury addresses a workshop at Biam auditorium in the

city yesterday.

awareness to reduce the possibility
of being cheated.

Meanwhile, the government has
opened expatriate welfare centre at
district level, which would bring
positive results in this regard, he
added.

Hazrat Ali, additional director
general of BMET, said it is amust to
ensure safe female migration as
contribution of female migrant
workers 1s still cumpamrmh low
duetorisk factor.

Mohammad Nurul Islam, direc-
tor of BMET, said the government

has already promulgated new rules
forfemale migration.

The training of female migrant
workers has been strengthened
while safe houses have been estab-
lished at Bangladesh Missions
abroad, he added.

Organised by Unifem, the work-
shop was also addressed by its
National Programme Manager
Naheed M Ahmed and BMEI
Director Mohammad Selim Reza

Representatives from different
organisations working for safe
migration attended the workshop.

BCL factions locked

in feud

A CORRESPONDENT

Two factions of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student wing of
Awami League (AL), yesterday were
locked in a feud on the Dhaka
University (DU) campus over the
schedule ofits nextnational council.

The rival faction that was deprived
of posts in the central committee
intercepted BCL President Mahmud
Hasan Ripon on central library pre-
mises at 1:00pm following a demon-
stration that demanded mmmediate
release of AL President Sheikh Hasina.

The renegade activists demanded
Ripon declares the date of the
national council thenand there.

BCL DU unit President Sohel Rapa
Tipu, General Secretary Sajjad Sadub

Badsha and other activists of DU uAut #

in the front fow™=

tried to speak for Ripon but the two
factions started exchanging heated
words.

Sensing trouble, Ripon left the
place by a motorcycle after half an
hour.

Earlier, BCL leaders at a rally
demanded unconditional release of
Hasina and her proper treatment

Ripon demanded the government
lifts the state of emergency adding
that, “BCL will not accept local gov-
emment election before the natonal
election. Without the release of
Hasinawe willnotacceptelection.”

Before the rally, BCL SuryaSen Hall
President Lablu Mollah Shishir scuf-
flgd with F, Rahman Hall President
Mizanur R: 1f)n’tah over who will stand
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Photo exhibition
at RU begins

RU CORRESPONDENT

A two-day photography exhibition
on 'freedom fight of Bangladesh
and prohibiting war’ began at
Rajshahi University (RU) yesterday.

Dhumketu, a cultural organisa-
tionof RU, organised the exhibition.

Champa Samadder, wife of
martyred RU teacher Prof Sukh
Ranjan Samadder, inaugurated the
exhibition.

In her inaugural speech
Champa urged the government
and demanded immediate tral
and punishmentofwar criminals

She also urged the students to
research about country’s glorious
history including language move-
mentand liberation war

It will also arganise a discussion
tomorrow tor mark
Independence Day.
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Co'mplete Cardiac Care

Congratulations

Philips Healthcare congratulates
National Heart Foundation Hospital

& Research Institute (NHFH & RI)
on Inauguration of, New State of the Art

Philips Allura Xper FD10 C Cardiac Cath, Lab,

¢ Outpatient Department
¢ Coronary Care Unit (CCU)
¢ Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
¢ ECG, ETT, ECHO & other Non-Invasive Investigations
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NHFH & RI is credited for performing the highest number of
Cardiac Angiogram, PTCA, Primary
Cardiac Interventions, CABG Surgery, Valvular Heart Surgery
and Congenital Heart Surgery at an affordable cost,

NHFH & RI was formed at the initiative of National Professor Brig. k2]

(Rtd.) Abdul Malik with some dedicated medical and non-medical -
social worker on 12 October 1978. The Hospital developed with
support from Govt., individuals and organization from home

and abroad. The hospltal Is managed by National Executive Council (NEC) and Trustee Board. None of the
office bearers take any pay or allowance.

/

National Heart Foundation Hospital & Research Institute
" Plot No. 7/2, Section - 2, Mirpur, Dhaka - 1216.
Tel : 8061314-6, 8053935-6, E-mail : nhfi@bdonline.com

PTCA, Stenting, PTMC,
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NHFH & RI is non-profit, Govt. supported Public Private Partnership (PPP), Cardiac Care Hospital of 300

e Cardiac Cath.Lab - 04 nos.
¢ Operation Theater - 04 nos.
¢ Prevention and Rehabilitation

NHFH & Rl is an academic institute‘having MD (Cardiology) and MS (Cardiothoracic) course and training
courses for doctors, nurses and technicians etc. WHO also sugp

NHFH & Ri is the affiliated body of the World Heart Federation (WHF) and World Hypert L
in Bangladesh and has got 26 affiliated bodies in different parts of the country, 4 e A

Healthcare appreciates the highly competent professional doctors and staff of NH
this hospital a Centre of Excellence in the field of Cardiac Care in Bangladesh. ity

Courlcsy :

Meditech Services-Distributor of Ph|hps Healthcare
Tel : 9674892, E-mail : sales@meditechservices.net

orts academic & training programmes.
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Now everyone can enjoy up to 50%* energy savings
with the full range of new Envio with Inverter. You
can also switch it on separately as an advanced air
purifier or as an air conditioner, or both.

The power is yours!

*Compared to non-inverter models
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Innovation

STANDARD INSTALLATION

(maximum 20ft piping)
OR

Participating Models

Inverter Deluxe Envio

S13HKH (1 ton), S1BHKH (1.5 ton), S24HKH (2 ton)

Deluxe Envio

C12HKH (1 ton), C18HKH (1.5 ton), C24HKH (2 ton), C28HKH (2.5 ton)

Standard/Super Tropical

PC12GKH (1 ton), PC18HKF (1.5 ton), PC24HKF (2 ton), PCI0EKF (2.5 ton),

PC3GEKF (3 ton)
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M. K. ELECTRONICS (GULSHAN BRANCH): Hamid Tower, 24 Guishan Avenue. Circle-2, Gulshan. Dhaka-1212. Tel 9863108, 9894225, 9893109, 01911495000, 01712-714095, 01725119279
M. K.ELECTRONICS (STADIUM BRANCH): 95 Bangabandhu Natlonal Stadium Market. Dhaka-1000. Tel. 9554212, 9570409, 955487, 7160797 A.B.ELECTRONICS (DHANMONDI BRANCH): R q
No: 04, House No: 07, Mamtaz Plaza. Dhanmandi, Dhaka-1205. Tel: 9664331, SAYED ENTERPRISE: 34/8, Khilkhet Super Market Khilkhet. Dhaka 1229 Tel 8920759 ). B. ELECTRONICS: Omoni A

349 "*J'_~”_""-’f" Kandirpar, Comilla Tel: 01817029983, 081-77143 A, B. C. ELECTRONICS: Latif Center (2nd Floor), Zindabazar, Sylhet. Tet. 0821
403 Latif Center, Zindabazar, Sylhet. Tel: 04495000456, 01711-552543, FUTURE ELECTRONICS: Latif center (4th Floor), Zindabazar, Syfhet, Tel: 0821-2831101,0172
Sylhet Tel 0821-716013 APPOLO TRADERS: 1810. S K Mujib Road, Agrabad

Alrport Road, Dorga Gate
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711600,01199-603301, 01711812290, ELECTRO BAZAR:

'-363258 CLASS ONE ELECTRONICS:

13G6. 01711-7486 "
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