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Taslima Nasreen

to leave India

Taslima Nasreen, the exiled
Bangladeshi writer, said she would
leave India after living in hiding
there for nearly four months,
because of failing health, Reuters
reported.

Violent protests by Muslim groups
in November forced Indian
authorities to move the writer from
her home in Calcutta to an
undisclosed safe house in New Delhi,
whereno visitors were allowed.

“l have not been able to see a
good cardiologist for the last few
months, and | have a serious heart

problem,” Nasreen, 45, said. She
fled Bangladesh in 1994 when a
court ruled that she had
“deliberately and maliciously” hurt
Muslim religious feelings with her
Bengali-language novel Lajja
(Shame), in which she argued that
the country's Hindu minority was
poorly treated. Nasreen, who had
made her home in Calcutta since
2004, said she would move to
France or Germany.

Source: Intermel
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Animated repatriation: Dlsney art
returns home

A Japanese university plans to
return about 250 pieces of original
animation art to the Walt Disney
Company that were mislaid in
storage after travelling to Japan
nearly five decades ago.

Disney said that the art -- cels,
backgrounds, preliminary paint-
ings and storyboard sketches --
was part of a collection that was
handpicked by Walt Disney him-
self. It was sent to Japan in 1960 for
a touring exhibition timed to the
opening of the film Sleeping
Beauty. The exhibition opened at
Mitsukoshi Department Store in
Tokyo in May of that year and
travelled to 16 other stores
throughout Japan.

“Walt wanted to explain every
element of the animation process,
so he chose artwork from all
phases of production and a num-
ber of films,” said Lella Smith,
creative director of the Disney
Animation Research Library in
Burbank, California, which pre-
serves the studio’s artwork. “But
the primary focus was Sleeping
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Beauty."

Although most of the art is from
that film, the collection also
includes rare set-ups (cel and
background combinations) from
two Oscar-winning Silly Sym-
phony cartoons: Flowers and Trees
(1932), the first Technicolor car-
toon and the first film to win the
Academy Award for animated
short film, and the landmark short
Three Little Pigs (1933).

“The Flowers and Trees set-up
is an extremely important piece,”
Smith said in an interview at her
office in the library. She said
other highlights included two
backgrounds from the Nut-
cracker Suite and Rite of Spring
sequences in the 1940 film Fanta-
sia.

Among other striking works is a
sequence of images by the
designer Eyvind Earle that show
how he created the stylised forest
backgrounds for Sleeping Beauty.
The delicate clusters of leaves and
intricately textured bark on the
trees reflect Earle's interest in
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15th-century French manuscripts
and the painting of Van Eyck, and
foreshadow his later serigraphs.

After the department store tour,
Disney donated the artwork to the
National Museum of Modern Art
in Tokyo. But the material was not
considered a good fit for its per-
manent collection, so the
museum gave the pieces to Chiba
University to enhance the study of
thevisualarts.

Chiba's academic focus was on
science, engineering and medi-
cine, however, and the Disney art
was consigned to a janitor's closet
and forgotten until itwas found by
chance four years ago. Although
the artwork suffered some dam-
age because of dampness, the
most rare pieces were sealed in
frames, which protected them
somewhat.

After a year of restoration work
by technicians at Disney's Anima-
tion Research Library, some 200
workswentontourin Japan, along
with 350 additional pieces lent by
the studio in an exhibition titled

A cel and background set-up from Sleepmg Beauty
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Programme hosted
by Ayub Bachchu
Tonight's Guest:

The Artof Disney. The show toured
seven museums around the coun-
try in 2006 and 2007, including the
Tokyo Museum of Contemporary
Art. At the end of its run, Chiba
University offered to return the
artwork to Disney.

In a statement Chiba Univer-
sity's president, Toyoki Kozai,
said, “The response to the exhibit
gave us a new appreciation for the
historical and artistic value of
these works."

Because the university was
concerned about keeping them in
good condition for the next gener-
ation, he said, it “concluded that
entrusting them to Disney would
be the bestroute to take,”

In return, Disney is giving
Chiba University high-resolution
digital copies of the artworks and
$1 million for scholarships, But
both sides said the deal should not
beviewed asasale.
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Aamir Khan

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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An apparently light-hearted
remark by Bollywood star Aamir
Khan suggtesting that he is the
number one hero of Hindi film
industry was enough to set off a
debate who occupies that slot --
Aamir or Shahrukh Khan?

Both the Khans have over the
years delivered box office hits with
monotonous regularity -- the latest
being Aamir's Taare Zameen Par
and Shahrukh's Om Shanti Om.

The two Khans have had their
share of film awards at home and
off-screen controversies. If Aamir
got embroiled in a litigation with
his father over the custody of the
actor's younger brother, Shahrukh
earned the wrath of Indian Health
Minister Anbumani Ramadoss and
anti-tobacco activists for smoking
in publicand on screen.

Both the Khans have not
hesitated to explore new terrains --
Shahrukh by acting in actor-
turned-director Amol Palekar's

Paheli and Aamir in Taare Zameen
| Par, a movie on children who need
| specialattention.
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Shahrukh Khan

The debate was triggered by
Aamir's jovial remarks at a recent
function, where he was appointed
brand ambassador of Samsung
mobile phone, that he wanted to
know who is number two after him.

The rivalry between the two
Khans has in fact now extended to
mobile handset market. While
Shahrukh is already the brand
ambassador for Nokia handset,
this is the first time that Aamir was
roped in to endorse a mobile
phone.

In fact, Aamir and Shahrukh
have so far endorsed products of
competitors in the field of soft
drinks and cars manufactured by
leading multinational companies.

Film industry analysts say it is
the popularity of the films
featuring the two Khans which
have made them such hot
properties in advertising world
because the companies want to
ramp up the market share of their
products by making use of their
iconic status.

The debate as to who is numero
uno -- Sharukh or Aamir -- is
endless and it is best to leave the
final judgment to their respective
fans.
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