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Mohila Parishad President Ayesha Khanam speaks at a roundtable on "Women in politics, in paffy. parliamentand
government”, organised by Bangladesh Mohila Parishad and Saptahik 2000 magazine at the National Press Cl‘ub in
the city yesterday. On her right are acting editor of Weekly 2000 Moinul Ahsan Saber and Workers Party President
Rashed Khan Menon and on her left are Women and Children Affairs Adviser Rasheda K Chowdhury, BNP Vice

President Dr Osman Farruk and AL presidium member Tofail Ahmed. (Story on Page 16)

Define executive role of
local govt commission

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
stressed the need to clearly define the
executive role of the proposed Local
Government Commission in order to
make iteffectve.

They said that if the commuission
IS set up as per the proposed ordi-
nance, it would act as a subordinate
body. As a result, the commuission
would not be able to fulfil its objec-
tive to strengthen the local govern-
ment.

The Local Government Support
Project of UNDP organised the
roundtable on 'Role of Local
Government Commuission’ at a city
hotel, with Manoj Basnyat, country
representative of UNDP, in the chair.
Academicans, politcal leaders and
representatives of the government,

Qulkhwani of
Dr Z1a Hasan
today

Qulkhwani of Dr Zia Hasan, a
renowned chest specialist and
former student & drama director of
Dhaka Medical College, will be held
at his residence at House # 12, Road
# 4/A. West Dhanmondi, Dhaka
after Maghrib prayers today, says a
press release.

Dr Zia Hasan was also the con-
structor of the first Shaheed Minar
In the country

He was the eldest son of
renowned doctor and martyred
intellectual Dr Kasiruddin
Talukder, the eldest son-in-law of
late Abdul Jabbar Khan, a pioneer-
ing film director, and the brother of
renowned lyricist late Zebunnesa
Jamal and singer late Anjuman Ara
Begum.

His family members requested
all relatives, Iriends and well-
wishers to attend the qulkhwani.

donor agencies and non-
government organizations took part
in the discussion. -

The speakers said the role of the
commission should be clearly
defined so that it does not conflict
with the roles of other government
institutions and the local govern-
ment ministry.

They also stressed the need to
make the commission accountable.

Some speakers, however, said the
caretaker government should focus
fully on the national election instead
of forming such acommission.

The present caretaker govern-
ment had taken an initiative to
strengthen the local government
institutions and constituted a
seven-member committee to this
end. The committee recently sub-
mitted a report with a draft ordi-
nance for the Local Government
Commission.

Prof Salahuddin M
Aminuzzaman of Dhaka University

_ presented a keynote paper on ‘An

assessment. of the propesed Lecal
Government.Commission
Ordinance, 2008 at theroundtable.
He said the commission would be
a subordinate body as 1ts chaurman
and the two members would be
appointed by a search committee
comprising the chief election com-
missioner, chairmen of the Public
Service Commission and the Ant-
Corruption Commission, the comp-
troller and auditor general and the
secretary to the Local Government

Division.

He suggested that the commis-
sion should be an executive body, not
arecommendingone.

Renowned academic Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad said the commis-
sion would have less power than the
local government ministry if the draft
ordinanceisimplemented.

ISD President Hasanul Haq Inu
said the draft ordinance is vague and
unacceptable.

Balakrishnan Menon of the World
Bank said the proposed ordinance
should make it clear how the com-
mission would be financed.

6 Indian horses
arrive today

UNB, Dhaka

The six horses presented to
Bangladesh Army from the Indian
Army are coming today through
Benapole frontier. .

During -Army Chief General
Moeen U Ahmed's visit to India last
month at the invitation of Indian
Army Chief Dipak Kapoor, the
horses were presented to the
Bangladesh Army as a gesture of
goodwill and friendship.

“An officer of the Indian Army,
ranked colonel, will hand over the
horses formally to a Bangladeshi
Army official of the same rank at
Benapole border,” said an ISPR
pressrelease yesterday.

PHOTO STAR

SCF Chief Coordinator Lt Gen (retd) Harun-ar-Rashid addresses a press
conference at the SCF head office at Banani yesterday. (Story on Page 16)
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Just one card is enough!

Transfer your other bank’s Credit Card outstanding to City Credit Card -

~ enjoy 8% reduced rate !
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The City

For detall call; AKTEL halpline 123, 01819400400 (from any numbar) or visit www.akial com

« Bonus npplicabl tor all pre-paid SIM inactive till 14 March ‘08 and &l post-paid SIM inactive from 1 March ‘08 » Bonus applicable
for boih scraich cards and Easy Load « Pay any amount of due bill In your inactive post-pald SIM (o avall the bonus » Bonus talk
tima will b6 given on the total amount of refill of a day (24 hrs) « Bonus well be confirmed within 72 hours of refill » Bonus is
applicable to make r.uﬁ 1o ﬂ;"lj' moblle « Bonus Is applicable only for onca » Bonus is valid for 30 days « Pre-paid customers
can know (he bonus by calling #222# or +222+18# » Offer vaid untll 31 March '08 » VAT and conditions apply

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 19, 2008

Refill any amount in your inactive AKTEL SIM and get 50% bonus!
Also enjoy 50% bonus on your tota! talk time in April and May 2008,

Register with AKTEL & talk @ Tk 1/min to any mobile &
30 paisa/min to AKTEL FnF and Partner no. 24 firs a day.
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BAN

Bank Limited

Jor relationship banking
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Police Plaza Office: 06662609781, 01914602935
 Head Office: 9893198, 9886740, 9886886, 8815293
|01913531567,01913531401,01914602908, 01913531596

72 Pavilion @ bHAKA MOTOR SHOW
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VENUE:

BANGLADESH CHINA FRIENDSHIP CONFERENCE CENTER

DATE: 20 - 22 MARCH 2008
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POLICE PLAZA
CONCORD

(A joint venture project betwoeen Police Kalyan Trust
& Concord Group of Companies)

NGO

Exclusive Shopping & Office Complex
on Guishan Avenue

O hsolute ZLauzery

» Separate shopping complex and office towers
* High speed lifts, capsule lifts and escalators
« Five levels of shopping with food court and other facilities

« Separate entry for offices
» Lavish design with open spaces and detailed landscaping
- * 3 basements with over 250 parking

+ Lakeside project with amazing views

CONCORD

' THE BRAND NEW VEHICLES OF

TOYOTA
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