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Festival at the shrine of Gazi,

...............................................

A few miles off Jhenidah, at
Barobazar, lies the dargah
(shrine) of legendary Gazi, Kalu
and Champaboti, who lived in
the region about seven hundred
years ago.

Each year in the Bangla month
of Falgun, devotees gather at the
dargah to pay homage to the
legends and to receive their bless-
ings. The venue takes on a festive
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look on the occasion. This year's
festival was held on March 13.

At the festival, some devotees
offered batasha (sweet) and
candles, while some brought
along cattle to be sacrificed
there.

In the morning, the devotees
bathed in the adjacent dighi
(pond) and prayed for blessings
from Gazi, Kalu and
Champaboti. Some prayed at
night, in front of the graves of the
three legends.
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As Gazi and Kalu supposedly
had miraculous powers, their
myth is well known all over the
country. Gazi was the son of King
Shah Sekandar Ali and Azufa
Sundari. Kalu was their adopted
son. Champaboti was Gazi's wife.

The charismatic Gazi revealed
his powers at an astana at the
village of Badurgachha in the
Sundarbans. Gazi, Kalu and
Chmpaboti's stories have been
circulated from generation (0
generation.
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Fans await the return

of "Star Wars” i

A sequence from Star Wars: The Clone Wars

prettymuch onits way."
Set in the years between epi-
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Fans never seem to get their fill of
Star Wars, and George Lucas is
happytooblige.

Lucas offered a glimpse into
the latest creation in his sci-fi
universe at the theatre-owners
convention ShoWest last Thurs-
day, showing a sequence from
Star Wars: The Clone Wars, a com-
puter-animated movie due in
theatres August 15. It will be fol-
lowed by a TV series of the same
name, to air on the Cartoon Net-
work and TNT this fall.

The movie came about as an
afterthought while Lucas was
developing an animated TV show
of the same name. That show
debuts this fall, but Lucas figured
it was ripe for big-screen treat-
ment, too.

"You've got the whole assembly
line built, and then you say, 'Hey,
we can make up something,'”
Lucas said in an interview. "It was
like old-time movie making. What
[ love about television, it's like
Monogram Pictures or the old
studio system, where a couple of
guys come to work and they sit
and have some coffee and go,
'Why don't we make a movie
about such and such? OK, fine.'

sodes II and III -- Attack of the
Clones and Revenge of the Sith -- of
the big-screen "StarWars” chroni-
cle, the movie and series present
fresh adventures of Jedi warrior
Anakin Skywalker, his mentor,
Obi-Wan Kenobi, and other col-
leagues.

The movie introduces a female
Jedi, Ahsoki, who is Anakin's
youngapprentice,

“It's like 'Band of Brothers' in
space, with Jedi," Lucas, 63, said.
"You can tell lots of stories. They
come up all the ime."

Lucas said he plans to produce
at least 100 hours worth of TV
episodes of Clone Wars.

He also is moving forward with
a live-action Star Wars TV show
focusing largely on new charac-
ters removed from the Skywalker
family. That show will be set in the
decades between Revenge of the
Sith and the period when the
original film, 1977's Star Wars,
takes place.

So can fans ever get enough of
Star Wars?

"Idon'tknow,” Lucas said. "I'm
thankful every year that it keeps
going."
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Bollywood director Sanjay
ently unfazed by the fact that his latest movie
"Saawariya" starring debutants Ranvir Kapoor and
Sonam Kapoor failed to set the box office on fire.
Bhansali has a new art medium to dabble with--
opera. He has directed the opera ballet "Padmavati”,
based on the life of Rajput queen Padmini of
Chittorgarh in Rajasthan, which opened at the presti-
gious Theatre Du Chatelet in Paris on the evening of
March 14,
The opera, based on the writing of Albert
Roussellan, not only provided Bhansali a break from
film-making but threw up the challenge of working on
a new medium and connecting to an European audi-
ence so different from viewers of his films back home.
The opera has an all-French cast with Sylvie Brunet,
a well-known soprano, playing the role of Padmini
while Finnur Bjarnason in the roles of Rattan Sen and
Alain Fondary as Alauddin.
Besides Bhansali, the Indian touch to the opera are
in the forms of eminent choreographer Tanushree
daughter-in-law of legendary danseuse
Uday Shankar, fashion costume designer Rajesh
Pratap Singh and Omung Kumar who had been the art
directorin Bhansali's movies.
Why did Bhansali, who has directed Bollywood hits
like "Hum Dil De Chukey Sanam”,
"Black", choose to direct an opera?
"Well, Ineeded a break from movies. Besides, opera
has always been my favourite formms of musical

Shankar,
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Leela Bhansali is appar-

| A still from the opera ballet “Padmauatl“

"Devdas” and

& Entertdinment

DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 18, 2008 Culture@thedailystar.net

Bhansali dabbles with opera
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Sanjay Leela Bhansall

expression and when the offer came from the French
opera company long before the release of "Saawariya’,
Ilappeditup”, Bhansalisaid.

"Padmavati” the opera will have six shows through
the month of March at Theatre Du Chatelet and
Bhansali is keen to gauge the audience assessment of
his new venture on foreign soil.
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