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The Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) goes into
polls today to elect 24 directors,
12 each from both chamber
and association groups.

The election, which was
stuck for several months in a
legal barttle, will start at 9:00
am and continue until 4:30 pm
in which a total of 1230 voters,
316 from chamber group and
the rest from association
group, will exercise their

rights. -
Forty-nine candidates -- 27

usiness

FBCCI polls today

49 vie for 24 directorships

from chamber group and 22
from association group -- arein
the run for directorship.

The results of the election
will be announced today.

Seven directors, one from
each of the country's seven
leading chambers, have
already been nominated. They
are: Afttab-ul-Islam of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, AK Rafiqul Islam of
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Amirul Haque of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Md Hasen Ali of
Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Junnan Mahmud Khan of
Sylhet Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Saharuzzaman
Murtaza of Khulna Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, and
Md Ebaidul Hoque Chand of
Barisal Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

Seven others from the coun-
try's seven leading associa-
tons have also been nomi-
nated. They are Abdul Hai

Sarkar of Bangladesh Textiles
Mills Association, Annisul Hugq
of Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, Abdul Matlub
Ahmed of Bangladesh
Insurance Association, SM
Shafiuzzaman of Bangladesh
Association for
Pharmaceutical Association,
AKM Nurul Fazal Bulbul of
Bangladesh Bankers
Association, Kazi Belayet
Hossain of Bangladesh Frozen
Foods Exporters Association,
and Kamran Tanvirur Rahman
of Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association.

The 38 directors, nominated
14 and elected 24, will elect
president, first vice-president
and vice-president of the
FBCCI for2007-09 term the day
after tomorrow.

Annisul Huq, nominated
director from the BGMEA,
and MA Rouf Chowdhury, a
candidate for the post of
director from association
group, declared their candi-
dature for the top post of the

FBCCI.

Both of the presidential
candidates were busy cam-
paigning yesterday.

Both Annisul and Rouf
introduced their panel candi-
dates to media during two
separate press conferences in
Dhaka yesterday.

Annisul is leading a 24-
member panel, while Rouf's
panel consists of 21-members.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence, Annisul Hugq said he, as a
president of FBCCI, wants to
work for the country's eco-
nomic development with a
consolidated plan.

Addressing another press
conference, Rouf Chowdhury
said if elected as president, his
roadmap will include holding a
series of open dialogues, in the
presence of media, with the
stakeholders and government
on prices of essentials, forma-
tion of a price commission,
business confidence, invest-
ment and interest rates, and
restructuring and empowering
FBCCl secretanat.

Citigroup,
JPMorgan,
Morgan Stanley
unveil 'carbon
principles’

Three of the world's leading
financial institutions --
Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase
and Morgan Stanley-- have
announced the formation of
the carbon principles, climate
change guidelines for advisors
and lenders to power compa-
nies in the US, says a press
release.

These principles are the
result of a nine-month inten-
sive effort to create an
approach to evaluating and
addressing carbon risks in the
financing of electric power
projects.

The need for these princi-
ples is driven by the risks faced
by the power industry as utili-
ties, independent producers,
regulators, lenders and inves-
tors deal with the uncertainties
around regional and national
climate change policy.

The principles were devel-
oped in partnership by Citi,
JPMorgan Chase and Morgan
Stanley, and in consultation
with leading power companies
American Electric Power, CMS
Energy, DTE Energy, NRG
Energy, PSEG, Sempra and
Southern Company.

Chittagong Customs yesterday auctioned off around 180 fishing boats and sampans (local country
boat), which had been seized by the authorities over the last few years.

Ctg Customs auctions
off fishing boats after
decade of seizure

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg
Chittagong Customs yesterday
auctioned off around 180 fish-
ing boats and sampans (local
country boat), which had been
seized by the authorities over
the last fewyears.

A total of 164 boat engines
were also on for auction at the
fishing division premises of
Chittagong customs at city's
Patengaarea.

This was the first auction of
boats in the history of
Chittagong Customs, sources
sald adding that many of these
boats and engines have been
sitting abandoned for over a
decade and wentoutof order.

here came forward to resolve
the matter.

“We were unable to auction
the seized boats and sampans
because of the cases filed by the
respective owners. When
informed, the Task For¢e here
initiated to dispose of the cases
paving way for the auction,”
Shafiuzzaman, assistant com
missioner of Customs, said.

According. to sources, the
engine boats and sampans
would be used by the smug-
glers' syndicates in smuggling
goods in the coastal areas along
the Bay of Bengal.

The boats and sampans
were put on display in seven
lots for auction, which started
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Tea prospect shines on
favourable weather

[1QBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
Endowed with a favourable
weather, the prospect of tea
production seems better this
year than that of last year,
according to tea experts and
producers.

An official at the Bangladesh
Tea Research Institute (BTRI)
said after the last year's good
yield of 57.96 million kg, the
target of the country's tea pro-
duction has been fixed at 60
million kg this year. The pro-
duction was 53.41 million kg in
2006.

In 2005 the country had the
highest ever production at
60.14 million kg since the crop
got most favourable weather
almostwhole the season.

Md Shahjahan, manager of
state-run Somonbhag Tea
Estate of Juri valley, said the tea
producing regions this year
have been getting better rains
from the beginning of March.

Moreover, the gardens expe-
rienced favourable tempera-
ture and sunshine, which are
very important factors for the
sensitive crop, Shahjahan
added.

"We started tea plucking on
March 10 this year, whereas
plucking began on March 15
lastyear,” hesaid, adding that it
1sagood sign.

However, experts said ferti-
lisation is a regular practice for
tea gardeners and hence short
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and delayed supply of ferti-
liser may play a havoc with the
crop.

Timely fertilisation is very
important for tea production
during March-April period.
High prices of fertilisers may
hitoutput, they hinted.

Normally tea needs 120 to
150 inches rainfall per year.
Last year the average rainfall
stood at around 100 inches at
Jury valley and the other
regions also experienced a little
IMore.

Humayun Kabir, manager of
the Habibnagar Tea Estate in
Sylhet, said tea plucking
started a little earlier this year
since there had been a favour-
able weather. In Sylhet rainfall
was good enough this year
compared to that of last year,
he said.

Despite fertiliser crisis and
other problems, there was a
good crop last year mainly due
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58.29 mill

to favourable weather, he
added. "This year we also
expect so as there had already
beenagoodstart.”

Numan Haider Chowdhury,
general manager of Khadim
Tea Estate in Sylhet, said teais a
very sensitive crop, which
needs uniform rainfall and
sunshine especially during the
period from March to
September-October.

In 2004, the country’'s tea
production was 55.62 million
kg, while in 2003 it was 58.29
million kg.

Bangladesh has 160 tea
estates that produce 55 million
kg to 60 million kg tea per year.
Roughly two thirds of the pro-
duce are consumed locally,
while therestis exported.

According to the Export
Promotion Bureau,
Bangladesh earmned US $ 6.94
million from tea export in
2006-07 fiscal year.
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Open Tendering Method

Wage Earners Welfare Fund

Ministry of Expatriates Welfare & Overseas Employment
Bureau of Manpower, Employment & Training

Bureau of Manpower, Employment & Training

Tender for procurement of Computer’s Toner(Cartridge) for the Laser Printer,
Computer, Computer Accessories, & Emigration Clearance Card
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