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DRAFT OF RTT ORDINANCE 2008

Shorten exemption list for
maximum disclosure

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
called for shortening the list of
exempuons in the proposed right
to information act to ensure maxi-
mum disclosure ofinformation.

They stressed the need for
passing the ordinance within the
tenure of the caretaker govern-
ment, saying that otherwise a new
campaign would be needed to
motivate the next elected govern-
ments to passit.

I'he roundtable on the draft of
RTIOrdinance 2008 was held at the
Prothom Alo office yesterday.

The discussants urged the
government to exténd the dead-
line, now set at March 23, for incor-
porating people's suggesuons in
the draft prepared by a govern-
ment-formed commitree.

They also suggested incorporat-
ing a clause on the protection of the
whistleblowers and the people
seeking informaton.

I'he roundtable titled 'Let It Be
More Open  brought together
experts from different fields who
said people will warmly welcome

enactment of RTI ordinance by the
government no matter how critical
they areofits other steps.

“We cannot oppose any good
initiative,” Prothom Alo Editor
Matiur Rahman said, adding that
the ordinance needs to be passed
for people’swelfare.

“The law must be enacted as
early as possible. It has to be done
while the caretaker government is
in power,” said Dr Saadat Hussain,
chairman of the Public Service
Commuission.

Shawkat Mahmud, president of
the National Press Club, urged the
government to include the RTI in
its talks with the political parties.

“We received commitment from
the political parties earlier. Now let
them make commitment dunng
the talks that they would approve
the ordinance in the next parlia-
ment,” he added.

Shawkat suggested that political
parties and voluntary organisa-
tions should also disclose their
informanon to people.

Stressing the need for involving
politicians in discussion on the
draft, Shaheen Anam, execuftive

METROPOLI

director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, said, “The politicians
themselves can come forward to
take partinit.”

The discussants suggested
inclusion of senior media person-
alities in the search committee that
will make recommendation for
appointment to the Information
Commission, which will deal with
people's appeals regarding disclo-
SUure.

“The ordinance should also set
criteria for selection,” said Dr
Saadat,

He called for deleting the words
“dignity”, “foreign policy’, "secrecy
of information” and “personal
secrecy” from the section on
exempuon.

The discussants agreed that the
exemption from disclosure of
information for “public interest”
should be deleted "since it goes
againstthe spiritofthe law.”

Barrister Tanjibul Alam, who
was involved in preparing the draft
earlier, echoed a common demand
for publishing an annual report on
the activities of an office in stead of
abiennal report.

Suggesting proactive disclosure
of fundamental information, Dr
Iftekharuzzaman, executive direc-
tor of Transparency International
Bangladesh, said, "The informa-
tion seekers should only be asked
to provide contact address and
nothingelse.”

He also suggested setting up
office of information commission
at divisional level so that people
do not have to travel all the way to
the capital to register any appeal.

Moshiul Alam, an associate
editor of the Prothom Alo, called
for increasing the number of
members of the Information
Commission from three to five or
seven,

Badiul Alam Majumder, secre-
tary of Sujon, suggested that the
information commissioners
would have to explain to the cen-
tral information commission
reasons for denying any disclo-
sure.

Kamal Uddin Ahmed, head of
the RTI Ordinance 2008 drafting
committee, said the recommenda-
tions would be considered for
incorporating themin the draft.

jle

et

. f‘“": S
.‘ 1 1 .. : .- . P,

e a

DHAKA MONDAY MARCH 17, 2008

PAOTO: STAR

The Basila Road at Mohammadpur in the city is a pain in the neck for the locals and commuters, as the road remains waterlogged all the year round because
of sewerage water and downpours. The picture was taken yesterday.
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Badhir Unnayan Sangha (an association of the deaf) forms a human chain on the Chittagong Press Club premises
yesterday protesting occupation of its land by the criminals in the Jamal Khan area in the port city.

17 injured in stampede in
' Ctg RMG factory

CU CORRESPONDENT

At least 17 female garment workers
were injured in a stampede fearing
an outbreak of fire at Fakirhat area
in Chittagong yesterday morning.
Source said the accident
occurred at around 11.00am at
Delta Fashion Limited under
Bandar Police Statuon when an
electric wire sparked on the ground

floor of the seven-storied factory
building.

Hearing the fire alarm the
panic-stricken workers rushed to
come out hurriedly through the
staircase of thefactoryresulting the
stampede, sources said.

The injured were 1dentified as

Shiuli, 20, Khadiza, 25, Shefali. 25.

Rasheda, 20, Moni, 25, Salma,
Ruby, 28, Nazma, 22, Rozina,
Lipi, 22, Kulsum, 22, Nishat,

25,
25,
20,

Parvin, 25, Shahinur, 25, Sanwara
32, Fatema, 22, and Baby, 24.

General Manager of the factory
Saiful Islam said they controlled
the spark after ringing the alarm for
workers,

“We sent the injured workers to
Chittagong YMedical College
Hospital (CMCH) for medication
and activities of the factory were
resumed at around 12:00noon,” he
said.

1000 tons Thai
rice for Sidr
victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thailand has donated 1000 tons of
rice in aid of Sidr-affected people of
Bangladesh,

Thai Ambassador Chalermpol
Thanchitt will hand over the rice to
Chittagong Divisional Commissioner
Hussain Jamil at the Chittagong port
on March 19, said a pressrelease of the
embassyyesterday.

Therice is expected to reach the
portbyan ocean vessel today.

The donation is made as a ges-
ture of goodwill to Bangladesh and
Sidr victims and reflects the warm
relations and close bond of friend-
ship” between the Thaiu and
Bangladeshipeoples.

Earlier on November 27, 2007,
the Thai government sent emer-
gency aid for Sidr victims.

Platinum Jute
Mill project
director closed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

State-owned Platinum Jubilee Jute
Mill Project Director (PD) Md
Mohiuddin Ahmed was closed to
BIMC Zonal Office.

Besides, project director of Star
Jute Mill was transferred to
Platinum Jubilee Jute Mill.

Bangladesh Jute Mill
Corporation (BJMC) Zonal
Coordinator Abu Taher said yester-
day Mohiuddin Ahmed failed to
tackle movement of workers.

Earlier on Saturday night, 136
laid-off workers of Platinum Jubilee
Jute Mills lay down in front of
Mohiuddin’s moving car demand-
ing paymentoftheir all arrears.

Police later rescued him from
angry jute workers.

REFORMS IN BCS QUOTA SYSTEM

Ultimatum to publish report
by March 29

A CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University (DU) students
who have been demonstrating on
the campus under the banner of
Quota Reform Movement (QRM)
yesterday gave an ultimatum to the
government to publish the report of
the two-member committee, formed
to evaluate the quota system for the
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) exam-
inations, within March 29.

[he demand came. fram a press
conference at (Dhaka. University
Journalists® Association (Duja)

where QRM Convener KM Selim
read outawritten statement.

Selim, a student of political
science department, said if the
government dillydallies to disclose
the report and distributes the
forms for the 28th BCS examina-
tions without reforming the quota
system, they will take to the street
again and lay siege to Public
Service Commission (PSC) to press
home theirdemand.

However, their movement will be

suspepdeddill April 20 because of the,

upcoming44ih convocation f DU.
Earlier, the governmentformeda

two-member committee headed by
Regulatory Reforms Commission
(RRC) Chairman Dr Akbar Ali Khan
to evaluate the quota system in BCS
exams under the Public Service
Commission (PSC).

Several left-leaning student
organisations of DU earlier
brought out processions and circu-
lated leaflets on the campus in
favourofthe quota system.

Leaders of several left-leaning
student bodies alleged thata group
of students has been condugtipg
the,;movement in patrentsation of
ICS and JCD aertvists toamake the
campusunstable.
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A joint meeting of Awami League presidium members and organising secretaries was held at the party chief Sheikh
Hasina's political officeat Dhanmondi in the city with acting president Zillur Rahman in the chair.

Senate confirms
Moriarty as US
envoy in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The US Senate has confirmed
nomination of James Francis
Moriarty as the new ambassador to
Bangladesh.

He 1s expected to arrive In
Dhaka soon to begin his new diplo-
matic assignment.

The US Senate confirmed his
nomination on March 13 after a
hearing, said a pressrelease.

Moriarty, a career member of
the Senior Foreign Service, served
as the US ambassador to Nepal
before being nominated as the US
ambassadoYto Bangladesh.

He also served as special assis-
tant to the president and senior
director for Asian Affairs on the
National Security Council.

Early in his career, Moriarty,
who is from Massachusetts, served
as a counsellor in the Political
Section of the American Embassy
In Beijing.

He obtained bachelor's degree
from Dartmouth College.

Free surgery tor
eye patients

BSS, Dhaka

Renowned eye surgeon of Pakistan
Dr Syed Mohamad Asif will conduct
free phaco surgeryfrom todayat Lion
A Badal Eye Hospital in the city.

Dr Asif will operate 300 patients
on a first come, first served basis.

Interested persons have been
requested to enlist their names in
the following address: E-163, South
Banashree, Eastern Housing,
Goran or 353, East Rampura,
Dhaka or phone 7293054 or 0191-
3590856 numbersto enlist names.
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Business Solutions offers the best mix for your business' communication needs.
Our unique services provide you value for money, allowing your business to stay
updated and remain connected at all times.

_‘ ~

Office Talk

Special low rate to talk to your co-waorkers

Business Hour
Talk more for less from
9am to 6pm

Value Added Service
BlackBerry, Business SMS
Stock Information, Business News and more

Priority Service
Key Account Managers, WEB and WAP Self Care
& 24 hours hotline 121

82 Grameenphone Centers and over 600 Grameenphone Service Desks are all over the country to provide
you with instant service.

Your partner in business - Business Solutions.

*Conditions apply

business

solutions

rt grameenphone

Contact your nearest Grameenphong Center or the Key Account Manager assigned to your company 1o avall Busingss Solutions connections

1o tind out more about our solutions call 121 (24 hours) or 01711880011-14 {Sam - Bpm)
www.grameenphone.com
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