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Two boys
killed in
Afghan blast

AFP, Khost

A suicide bomber blew up an
explosives-filled car near interna-
tional troops in eastern
Afghanistan yesterday, killing two
Afghan boys and wounding a NATO
soldier, officials said.

The bombing just outside the
city of Khost was the second sui-
cide attack in Afghanistan since
Thursday, when a blast in Kabul
killed six civilians and wounded
four soldiers deployed as part of a
US-led coalition. .

Taliban militants claimed
responsibility for both attacks.

A NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
spokesman who asked not to be
identified confirmed one soldier
had been hurtin the blast.

The alliance force, made up of
around 47,000 soldiers from nearly
40 countries, does not release the
nationalities ofits casualties. However
most foreign soldiers in eastern
Afghanistan are US nationals

Khost deputy police chief
Mohammad Yaqoub said two
children -- both 13 years old -- were
killed and at least two civilian men
injured in the attack.

Taxi driver Mohammad Ai'waz
told AFP from the site soon after the
bombing: "I can see a car on fire
and another car flipped on its side
next to the road. Lots of foreign
troops are in the area and have
sealed off the bombingsite."

Fahim denies forming
forward bloc in PPP

Refuses to quit race for PM post

THE DAWN, islamabad

Pakistan People's Party's senior
vice-chairman Makhdoom Amin
Fahim met Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman here
on Friday.

Talking to reporters outside the
Parliament Lodges after the meet-
ing, Fahim denied reports that he
was forming a forward bloc in the
PPP.

“It is an allegation,” he said,
adding that he did not want a split
in the party. His desire, he said, was
to see it remaining strong and
united.

However, he said, it was the
responsibility of all the top leaders
to keep the PPP united.

He said his meeting with
Maulana Fazl was ‘apolitical' and
he had a personal relationship with
the JUI-Fchief.

“We have been meeting in the
past. We did not discuss the issue of
the nomination of a candidate for
the prime minister's post,” he said.

Sources said Fahim also wanted
to meet Awami National Party chief
Asfandyar Wali Khan but the latter
“excused himself because of his
busyschedule”,

Replying to a question, Fahim
said it would be wrong to say that
the ANP chief had refused to meet

him. He said the meeting with the
ANP leader had not been sched-
uled.

Meanwhile, sources told Dawn
that in his meeting with PPP co-
chairman Asif Ali Zardari on
Thursday night, Fahim had refused
to withdraw from the race for the
office of the prime minister on the
requestof Zardan.

They said Fahim told Zardari
that he would withdraw from the
race only if Zardari himself wanted
to become the prime minister. He
was not ready to accept any other
person’'s nomination, theysaid.

When Maulana Fazl was asked if
he would support Fahim's nomi-
nation as a candidate for the prime
minister's post, he said: “We have
always considered Makhdoom
Sahib as the prime minister but
there are some issues within his
party and I have no right to com-
ment on it.” He said he wanted to
see the PPP remaining a united
party.

When contacted, PPP spokes-
man Farhatullah Babar said there
was no bar on members of the
party meeting any political leader,
particularly of the coalition part-
ners. He said there was nothing
unusual in Fahim's meeting with
Maulana Fazl.

Sri Lankan in
court over
Heathrow alert

AFP, London

A Sri Lankan national appeared in
court in London yesterday charged
with endangering aircraft after a
major security alert at the city's
main Heathrow airport.

Ketheeswaran Uthayakumar,
who has no permanent address in
Britain, was remanded in custody
after a short hearing at Uxbridge
Magistrate's Court in west London.
He will appear at the same courton
Thursday.

The 27-year-old was detained
on Thursday afternoon by armed
police on the north runway at
Heathrow, one of the world's busi-
est airports, forcing the cancella-
tionof anumber of flights.

The security breach came a day
before Queen Elizabeth ITopened a
new terminal atthe airport.

China's Hu
Jintao secures
O more years

AFP, Beijing

Huhea China's CommunistParty
chief Hu Jintao was given five more
years as president at an elaborate
parliamentary ceremony
yetserday, but his orchestrated
victory was overshadowed by
turmoil in Tibet.

Hu, 65, was the only candidate
for president and received the
support 0f99.7 percent of the votes

“cast at the annual session of the

National People's Congress,
China'srubber-stamp parliament.

Meanwhile mising political star
Xi Jinping saw his future as China's
next leader virtually secured after
the parliament elected him vice-
president.

Badawi rejects
calls to step
down

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia's Abdullah Ahpad
Badawi has said he will continue as
prime minister despite calls to quit,
but promised change in his admin-
1stration after its humiliating elec-

Internet brings images of
clashes from "closed" Tibet

Digital technology crosses barriers where media access is controlled

AFP, Paris f

Travellers' images and witness
accounts of the deadly violence
that rocked Lhasa Friday criss-
crossed the Internet in near real
time, opening up a widening chan-
nel of information in defiance of
the Chinese authorities.

Amateur cellphone photos and
video clips showing what were
described as confrontations
between police and Tibetans pro-
testing Chinese rule poured onto
websites big and small, including
those for major news media,
Tibetan rights groups and tourist
blogs.

Several people were killed and
many others injured in the Tibetan
capital, an official at the city's
medical emergency centre told
AFP. Radio Free Asia reported at
least two people were killed by
police gunfire.

Ine. BBGC news site
(news.bbc.co.uk) showed halt a
dozen pictures submitted by read-
ers of crowds and police in riot gear
and appealed to the public to send
in more photos and videos.

Websites monitoring human
rights in Tibet also posted a slew of
digital evidence of the clashes,
along with accounts from those on
the scene.

At least 900 people rioted in
Lhasa, and more than 1,000 mem-
bers of the security forces were sent
to quell the unrest, the London-
based Free Tibet Campaign said,
citing Tibetansin the city.

The website of the Tibetan
Centre of Human Rights and
Democracy (www.tchrd.org/press)
reported that "thousands of
Tibetan monks and lay people

PHOTO: AFP
This picture released by the Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (TCHRD) shows Chinese Security
forces opposing Buddhist monks as they march in Sangchu County, Gansu Province in North Eastern Tibet on
March 14, 2008. Fresh protests involving Tibetan Buddhist monks erupted in China's northwest Gansu province
yesterday with security forces using tear gas to disperse the biggest rally, campaign groups said. China has given
the protesters till Monday to give themselves up.
world where media access is

tored events there over the previ- “courage and journalistic fearless-

converged and staged demonstra-
tions in the streets of Sangchu
County” in Gansu, and posted
cellphone photosas evidence.

The website said that more than
500 monks from the Labrang
Tashikyil Monastery took to the
streets calling for independence,
and police later fired live rounds
into theairand beat the protesters.

Anotber website
(steve.ulrike.stivi.be), a personal

ous four days, posting photos and
video clips.

The site described a "peaceful
protest” at the start of the week in
the capital's BakhorSquare.

"Suddenly there is panic. Six or
seven monks are arrested and
driven away,” as a large number of
policeman arrive, they write. "Ti-
betans are very scared because of
the stories about the prisons and
tortures.”

ness,” and encouraging them to
distribute their photos as widely as
possible. |

A few comments expressed
skepticism, suggesting that the
photos did notshow violent repres-
sion.

Non-Chinese journalists are not
allowed to travel to Tibet without
permission, effectively sealing off
the troubled region from regular
outside scrutiny by the media.

closely controlled by the authori-
ties.

Myanmar's military leaders
were caught off guard when
cellphones captured and transmit-
ted images around the world show-
ing soldiers shooting peaceful
protests led by Buddhist monks last
September. At least 31 civilians
were killed, and 74 are still missing,
accordingtoa UN report
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Badawi's address came hours
after the son of former premier
Mahathir Mohamad revived calls
forhisresignation.

and ranewab_le energy”, Gore said the coming new administration in his country would have to play an active role in
the field of climate change mitigation under the pressure of public opinion and India had the capability and technical
4 know-howto lead the world in promoting renewable energy for achieving a low carbon economy. *

Singapore Health Services-SingHealth-is the largest healthcare group in Singapore,

offering @ complete range of integrated services. Cutting edge technology and |
facilities support SingHealth's internationally qualified doctors, dedicated nurses |
and committed health science professionals. i
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® Gastroenterology @ Liver surgery @ Liver transplantation ® Urology:Robotic surgery for prostate

t_f; g:‘“g:rz?ﬁuspital cgncer ® Nephrology ® Cochlear Implant @ Endoscopic rhinoplasty ® Immune deficiency “f
e Ipmmte : o, e diseases ® Nuclear Medicine :PET Scan @ Diagnostic & therapeutic endoscopy @ Breast surgery & gt
3 QE’ Qd!ueaiﬁ].;@n! reconstruction ® Cord Blood Stem Cell transplant @ Minimally invasive orthopaedic surgery AZ &Y
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Theﬁrstpnvate Hf!lV&'l"Slty in Bangladesk Renowned Integrated hospital providing comprehensive highly spacialised care for women and children &
f 2 '= KK Worien's ® MR Guided fibroid ablation @ Invitro fertilization ® Intracytoplasmic 1
r:r - } _ - and Child . Sperm injection ® Super ovulation & Intrauterine insemination ® Vaccine
| £ \SE P\ NG LAIAreN's for cervical cancer @ Breast cancer treatment @ Breast reconstruction @ £
— .. Hospital Sacrospinous fixation @ Congenital heart disease of children-medical & 87,
Programs Admission Test Contact Tel. No. surgical treatment @ Treatment of congenital abnormalities ? :
Deadline Date PABX : 988 5611-20 Centre of excellence delivering trusted quality and accessible care ‘
{ - Changi ® Sports Medici : : : 1
Master in Development 16/04/2008 17/04/2008 Dept of Economics + e ports Medicine @ Knee Replacement @ Spine surgery @ Diagnostic & F
! Studies (MDS) Wed Extn.- 132 196 Hashil therapeutic endoscopy @ Obstructive sleep apnoea ® Dermatology @ (e
| nesday Thursday : : P Gastroenterology @ Urology ® Rehabilitative services g,.-
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; Master in BUSII"I&F:ZA 08/04/2008 11/04/2008 MBA Program A non-stop specialist centre housing Singapore's largest pool of oncologists t ‘
| inistration Tues i Extn.-140, 158 . ey
‘ Admin ( ) day Friday National Cancer @ Liver, lung, lymphoma, thoracic, colorectal and musculo-skeletal Cancer treatment
- ‘ / Centre Singapore @ Cancer screening-Neoplasm interception program:NIP
Executive MBA (EMBA) 15/04/2008 .1 8/04/2008 MBA Program ® Medical, surgical & Radiation oncologist-A team approach-in one visit
Tuesday Friday (Interview) Extn.-140, 158, 274
: : Providing comprehensive and complex diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac services and treatment
MS in Economics 16/04/2008 17/04/2008 Dept. of Economics - , e Minimally invasive surgery e CABG vascular surgery e Valve replacement,
, Wednesday Thursday Extn.-132, 196 m; ga";"a;_H“’t heart transplantation, defilbrator implantation, lung transplantation
ENtre Singapore o Minimally invasive (endoscopic) thoracic sympathectomy
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: : ye Centre  Lasik @ Treatment of macular degeneration @ USG of the eye
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® Appointment ® Emergency Visa processing & Extension ® Tickating ® Emeraen Evacuation
® Accomodation for attendant ® Airport transfer by Ambulnncﬂlmuu-'ln- .Vlr:ltnr? Information

*Please contact concerned department for detailed information.

| Iq ORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY Gacaxy Heaﬁhcare Services RNIGHE
| 12 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani C/A, Dhaka- 1213 Medical Assoclate of SingHealth To - (65) 6326 S656
].- PABX : 988 5611-20, Fax : 882 3030, Web: www . northsouth.edu Exc?sfglg% 155 Fénsn; 1?9%’,@?:1%&7&%&r??ﬁgful:::.&anm:aﬁ?t‘l‘inzl&gaiaﬁ i 1)080334?%%139332:8?20. Em{m ppest.on




