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A fond look at Lennon's “Lost Weekend”

If there's one thing that May Pang
has been fighting for the last 28
years, it's the idea that John
Lennon was depressed, isolated
and out of control during the 18
months she lived with him, from
the summer of 1973 to early 1975,
when he reconciled with his sec-
ondwife, Yoko Ono.

. Lennon himself fostered that
notion by referring to the time as
his “LostWeekend” ininterviews he
gave in 1980, when he released
Double Fantasy, a joint album with
Yoko Ono that was his return to
music-making after five years’
silence. And lurid, oft-repeated
tales of a drunken Lennon's being
evicted from the Troubadour, a
nightclub in Los Angeles, seemed
tosupportthatimage.

But to May Pang, now 57, the
“Lost Weekend™ was a remarkably
productive time, during which
Lennon completed three albums --
Mind Games, Walls and Bridges
and Rock n’ Roll -- recorded with
David Bowie, Elton John and Mick
Jagger. And having already detailed
these experiences (along with the
Troubadour expulsions and other
dark moments) in Loving John, her
1983 memoir, Pang has returned
with the photographic evidence.

Her new book, Instamatic
Karma (St. Martin's Press), is a 140-
page collection of casual photos
that Pang took during her time with
Lennon. Apart from a handful
included in Loving John -- cropped
and in black and white, but mostly
printed in full and rich colour here -
-she has kept them in a shoe box in
her closet, occasionally pulling
them out to show friends.

“1 began to think about publish-
ing them just in the last couple of
years, Pang said recently. “A friend
of mine kept saying, You tell all
these stories about John, and when
you do, you say, “Wait a minute, [
have a photo to go along with that!”
How come we never see these
photos in a book?' So, I thought
maybe it's time to put them out. It
would let people see John in that
world, through my eyes. And it
would get rid of that whole 'Lost
Weekend' thing, where everyone

looked terrible. [ don't think these
photosappearthatway.”
Theydon't in the pages of Insta-
matic Karma -- the title is a play on
Lennon's song Instant Karma --
Lennon looks relaxed and happy,
and is seen spending time with his
first son, Julian, as well as with
some famous friends, among them
Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr,
Nilsson and Keith Moon. He is
shown working in the recording

Instamatic Karma photographs from
1973-75 of May Pang, John and Julian

Lennon, along with Harry Nilsson

Sound, clowning around in Central
Park and visiting DisneyWorld.
Pang arranged her book by
subject instead of chronologically,
with four chapters labelled “At
Home,” "At Play,” “At Work” and
“Away.” To her regret, she did miss a
few famous moments. The March
28, 1974, Los Angeles jam session
that included Lennon, Nilsson,
McCartney and Stevie Wonder, for
example, was notdocumented.

momentous event: Lennon's
signing the agreement that dis-
solved the Beatles' partnership on
December29, 1974.

After four years' negotiation, the
Beatles had agreed -- or appeared
to have -- on the terms governing
their formal split, and a meeting
had been arranged at the Plaza
Hotel in Manhattan on December
19. George Harrison was perform-
ing at Madison Square Garden that

from London; and Starr, having
signed the document earlier, was
onthetelephone.

At the last minute, Lennon
objected to a clause that he felt
would create tax problems for him
(as the only Beatle living in the
United States), and decided not to
attend. Harrison, furious,
cancelled plans for Lennon to join
him onstage at Madison Square
Garden, but McCartney turned up
at the East 52nd Street apartment
that Lennon and Pang shared to
discuss the sticking point.

Ten days later, when Lennon,
Julian and Pang were at Disney
World, a lawyer bearing the revised
contract turned up, and Lennon
asked Pang to take out her camera.
As Pang describes the scene in
Instamatic Karma, Lennon had a
last-minute telephone conference
with his own lawyer.

“When John hung up the
phone,” she writes, “he looked
wistfully out the window. I could
almost see him replaying the entire
Beatles experience.” Pang then
photographed him signing just
beneath the clearly legible signa-
tures of Paul McCartney, George
Harrison and Richard Starkey
(Starr's real name), the shutter
clicking between the “h” and “n” of
his first name.

Given that Lennon had been
particularly militant about leaving
the Beatles in 1969, it might seem
odd to learn that he did so wistfully.
Notto Pang.

“Everybody changes,” she said.
“With John things changed on a
daily basis. It's a question of time.
Five years earlier was not the same
situation. In 1974 he had just seen
everyone. The friendship was still
there. They were brothers. There
was no animosity. And even though
they all felt they had to break up to
get to the next level of their musical
careers, John had started this band
that changed the world. It changed
pop culture. So when he sat down
to sign, he knew that this was it. His
was the last signature. As he had
started the group, he was the one to
endit.”

........................................................

Movie Review

“Horton Hears a Who!”

There's a delightful new movie
with no violence or sex. The look of
the story is an undeniable treat,
and the message it weaves is both
funny and sweet. Horton Hears a
Who! is razzle-dazzling and artful,
and it builds on Dr. Seuss' words
by the clever cart-full.

One senses that the good doc-
tor would be pleased with this
cinematic treatment of his
beloved 1954 book. The voice
talent was well-chosen, and the
computer-generated animation
is gorgeous, vibrantly hued and
surprisingly textured, particu-
larly the many kinds of rippling
and lustrous fur (a notoriously
tough thing to render digitally).

Horton (voiced by Jim Carrey)
is a cheerful, big-hearted galoot
of an elephant. One day as he's
tromping through the jungle, he
hears a distant sound that
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appears to be coming from a
speck of dust, Sure enough, what
he hears emanates from Who-
ville, an entire city contained on
that speck. Horton is immedi-
ately intrigued and instantly
ridiculed. Particularly threatened
is a busybody kangaroo (a very
funny Carol Burnett) who insists
that anything outside her narrow
world must be evil.

Horton bravely faces his detrac-
tors. He communicates with the
mayor of Who-ville (Steve Carell),
who is derided on his end for
believing that he's talking to an
unseen elephant. The story's
message of standing up for your-
self and respecting others' opin-
ions comes through powerfully in
thisimaginative adaptation.

Horton has a simple explana-
tion for why he is willing to with-
stand the slings and arrows of the
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prilliant, lovable

controlling kangaroo and her
court: "A person’s a person, no
matter how small.” Writers Ken
Daurio and Cinco Paul skillfully
weave in the poetry of Seuss'
actual words with their amusing
dialogue.

Equally noteworthy is how the
animators capture the visual
magic of Seuss' distinctive and
stylised illustrations. They also
build ingeniously upon Seuss'
rich fantasy world: Horton fash-
ilons his big floppy ears into a
bathing cap before diving into a
lake. Later, his trunk becomes a
shower nozzle.

Horton's definition of the term
ASAP -- "Act swiftly, awesome
pachyderm” -- suggests sage
advice to movie-lovers: Act
swiftly and check out this awe-
some pachyderm strut his stuff.
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says he was always down and studio, swimming in Long Island But Pang did capture one night; McCartney had flown m Source: The New York Times
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Horton, the lovable animated elephant, is voiced by Jim Carrey
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Ladder 49

On Zee Studio at 8:30 pm

Genre: Action/Thriller
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Cast: Joaquin Phoenix, John Travolta




