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Car bomb
kills 18 in
Baghdad

AFI‘, Hllghcflhf

At least 18 people were killed and
64 wounded in a suicide car bomb-
ing in central Baghdad yesterday,
medical officials told AFP.

The bomber detonated his
explosives-laden vehicle in the Bab
al-Shani area at around 2:00 pm
(1100 GMT), security ofticials saud

Medics at Baghdad's three hospi
tals, Al-Kindi, Ibn Nafis and Medical
City, confirmed the overall toll.

Soon after the blast police were
searching the area tor the bomber’s
accomplice, an AFP reporter at the
scene said

A local shopkeeper told AFP the
two men parked their BMW car in
front of his shop and one of them
stepped out, while the other
remained seated in the vehicle.

‘I went up to the man in the cai
and asked him to move it. He said 'l
will move in a minute as [ am wail
ing for my friend." A few seconds
later the car exploded,” the shop
keeper told AFP, adding that the
blast happened just after he had
returned to hisshop

| fainted in my shop from the
impact of the explosion. | woke up
after somebody threw water on my
face,” he said

More than a dozen shops in the
vicinity were damaged, and the
street was carpeted in broken glass.

[ndian police
arrest 100
Tibetan exiles

AFP, Dehra

Indian police yesterday arrested
100 Tibetan exiles trying to walk to
their homeland as part of a major
protest ahead of the Beijing
Olympics, although the demonstra-
tors vowed the march would goon.

I'he marchers were rounded up
as they approached the border ol
Himachal Pradesh state's Kangra
district, in defiance of a restraining
order banning them from heading
further north into the Himalayas
and towards Chinese-governed
[1bet

We have arrested 100 people
police official Atul Fulzele told AFF.
adding that five women swere
among those arrested.

The march began on Monday In
Dharamshala in the northern
Indian district of Kangra, home to
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan
government-in-exile, and had
reached Dehra, around 56 kilo-
metres (35 miles) away, when the
arrests took place.

Tibetan activists, who have
vowed to step up their protests in
the run-up to the Beijing Olympics,
said they were saddened by the
Indian government's position but
insisted the arrests were only a
temporary setback.

Four killed
In Assam
police firing

AFP, Guwahari

Four people were killed and four
injured when police opened fire on
a mob protesting the demolition of
an office in the country's insur-
gency-hit northeast yesterday, an
official said

The incident occurred in Assam
state, where more than 2,000 peo-
ple clashed with officials over the
planned demolition of an office
said to have been illegally set up by
arebel outfit.

"Our officials tried to pacify the
mob by agreeing to put the opera-
tion on hold, but the protesters
resorted to large-scale arson,” said
P. Deka, additional district magis-
(rate.

More than 10,000 people have
Jost their lives to the insurgency in
Assam over the past three decades,
with several rebel groups fighting
for separate homelands.

[ranian-army
shells Iraqi
border villages

AFP, Sulaimaniyah, Iraq

The Iranian military yesterday
subjected three Iraqgi border vil-
lages to an early-morning barrage
of shelling, causing no injuries or
damage but scaring residents, an
Iraqi official said.

The shells were apparently
aimed at bases of militant Kurdish
rebel group Pejak, said the mayor of
Zarawah, a frontier town in north-
eastern Iraq.

Pejak (Party of Free Life of
Kurdistan) is accused by Tehran of
launching deadly attacks on secu-
rity forces in northwestern Iran.

"At 6.00 am today, Iranian
troops fired artillery shells at bor-
dervillages inside Iraq,” the mayor,
Azad Wassu, told AFP by telephone.

“They used long range artillery
for 30 minutes. Shells fell on three
border villages. There were no
casualties nor damage but resi-
dents were terrified,” added Wassu,
under whose jurisdiction the vil-
lagesfall.

|
|

PHOTO. AFP

Anti-Musharraf lawyers demonstrate in Lahore yesterday demanding reinstatement of Supreme Court chief justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and oth-
ers judges. President Pervez Musharraf $icked Chaudhry on March 9 last year on misconduct charges but the Supreme Court reinstated him in July. In

November, Musharraf again sacked Chaudhry and other judges under emergency rule,

41 Taliban killed in
battle in Afghanistan |

Suicide attack leaves 6 civilians dead in Kabul

AP, Kabul

Afghan and international forces
killed 41 Taliban militants in a
battle in southern Afghanistan,
while a suicide car bomb attack
targeting a convoy of US troops left
six Afghan civilians dead in Kabul.

None of the four American
troops traveling in the two
armoured vehicles of the convoy
were badly wounded in yesterday's
attack, said Lt Col David Johnson, a
spokesman for US forces. The
troops were travelling in one SUV
and one truck, he said. Most US
vehicles are armoured.

Six Afghan civilians were killed
and up to 20 others were wounded
in the blast, Deputy Interior
Minister Munir Mangal said. The
attacker was driving a white Toyota
Corolla, he said, a favourite among
suicide car bombers.

In a mobile phone text message
to an Associated Press reporter in
Pakistan, Taliban spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid identified the
suicide bomber as Abdullah. The
suicide car bomb turned into a fiery
hull that burned on the main airport

road long after the attack, which also
damaged several other vehicles,

US wtroops and international
security contractors surrounded
the area after the blast.

Insurgents detonated 160 sui-
cide attacks in 2007, a record num-
ber, the UN has said. Last year was
the deadliest in the country since
the 2001 US-led invasion with
more than 8,000 insurgency related
deaths year, the UN said.

In southern Helmand province,
Afghan and international forces
attacked Taliban militants
Wednesday morning as they were
traveling by motorcycle toward the
Pakistan border, said Ghulam
Dastagir Azad, the governor of
neighbouring Nimroz province.

The troops employed airstrikes
during the four-hour battle and killed
41 militants, ncluding 17 from Nimroz,
he said. A Taliban commander from
Nimrozwasamongthedead.

UUS-led coalition could not
confirm the attack. NATO said they
were looking into the report, but
did not immediately have any
information. In other violence: In
Helmand, US-led coaliion and

Afghan forces killed nearly a dogen,
suspected militants during a elash
Tuesday in Garmsir district, the
coalition said in a statement, The
troops had been searching com.
pounds for Taliban traffickers of
weapons and foreign fighters when
they were came under fire.

In Wardak province, a remote.
controlled bomb hit a police vehi.
cle yesterday in Saydabad districr
killing one policeman and wuund,'
ing four others, said district police
investigator Mohibullah Khan.

In Zabul province, Afghan
secunity forces and NATO troops
launched an operation Wednesday
against Chechen fighters meeting
in Daychopan district, said district
chief Fazel Bari. The ensuing two.
hour gun battle left three Chechens
dead and sixwounded, he said.

On Wednesday in Farah prov-
ince, authorities recovered the
dead body of the Pusht Rod district
police chief, a day after he was
kidnapped along with five other
policemen, saild Bariyalai Khan
spokesman for the Farah provineial
police. There was no information
onthe fates of the five othermen.

Myanmar nationals stage
anti-junta rally in Tokyo

Demand release of Suu Kyi, other political detainees

AFP, Tokyo

Hundreds of Myanmar nationals
marched through Tokyo yesterday
demanding the release of political
detainees including opposition
democratic leader Aung San Suu
Kyl

Activists called demonstrations
1n |t!'bd,.si and other major cines
around the world to mark the 20th
anniversary ot the incident that set
off a 1988 which the
military crushed killing more than
3,000 people.

Some 400 protesters, mostly
who fled junta-ruled
Myanmar, marched to Yangons
embassy in Tokyo where they held
portraits of leaders including Aung
San Suu Kyi, who has spent 12 of
thelast 18 years under house arrest.

Demonstrators held up banners
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reading: "Myanmar needs a bind-
ing resolution” and "The Japanese
government must put more pres-
sure on thejunta.”

he military regime 1n
September again broke up major
anti-government protests in which
the United Nations estimates at
least 31 people were killed.

Myanmar has since announced
plans for a constitutional referen-
dum in May designed to pave the
way forelectionsin 2010,

While China, Russia and some

‘_:\(au[hzhht Asran natiorls CJU the *

referendum a step in the right
direction, the United States and
other Western countries say it aims
toentrench the military'srole.

The constitution would bar
Aung San Suu Kyi from elections
because she was married to a for-
eigner, while a new law limits her

party's ability to campaign by
criminalising public speeches and
leafletsabout the referendum.

"We are against the constitu-
tion,” said Phone Myint Tun, a
demonstrator and refugee from
Myanmar. "It 1S a consutution to
select people and make laws
favoured by the juntagovernment.”

"We want to see the Japanese
governmentcut down its economic
and political aid to the military
government further,” he said.

Japan maintains aid and cordial
diplomatic tigs with Nigapnoras m a'
rare break from its Western allies,
which for further
punishmentofthe regime

But Japan cancelled nearly five
million dollars in grants as a protest
after September’'s crackdown In
which a Japanese journalist was
shotdead in Yangon.

dre pressing

Serbian president dissolves
parliament, calls early polls

J}".FI}. Beé .:E.'F-hnfr

Serbian President Boris Tadic
yesterday dissolved the parliament
and called early legislative elec-
tions for May 11, following the
collapse of the ruling coaliion in a
policy rift over ties with the EU and
Kosovo \LihpL]Tt‘d inde pt ndence.

"The elections are a democratic
way for citizens to say how Serbia
should develop in years to come,
[adic said in a statement received
by AFP.

[he dissolution of parhiament
was requested by nationalist Prime
Minister Vojislav Kostunica's gov-
ernment, which said it was unable
to overcome differences over
Serbia's integration in the
European Union and Kosovo inde-
pendence,

'In accordance with the consti-
tution of Serbia... I signed the
decree on dissolution of the parlia-
ment... and the decision to call the
elections forMay 11,” Tadicsaid.

Last weekend Kostunica
announced his Democratic Partyof
Serbia had failed to solve the dis-
pute with its pro-European coali-
tion partners from Tadic’s
Democratic Party.

I'he rift came less than a month
after ethnic Albanian majority
Kosovo unilaterally proclaimed
independence from Serbia, which
considers the territory the cradle ol
its historyand culture.

Angered over most EU coun-
tries' decision to recognise an
independent Kosovo, Kostunica,
backed by the opposition ultra-
nationalist Serbian Radical Party,
vowed to stop Serbia's further
integration until the 27-member
blocrejected the breakaway.

Tadic and his party, which also
opposes the independence move,
have argued that Serbia has no
alternative but to try to join the EU
as soon as possible, regardless of
the dispute over Kosovo.

"This is a new chance lor us to
strengthen... our economic per-
spective through a process of
Furopean integration, to confirm
our democratic capacity and to
change things for the better,” Tadic
said inthe statement.

The May polls are already con-
sidered a referendum on Serbia’s
EU accession.

The elections come shortly after
Tadic narrowly defeated radical
leader Tomislav Nikolic at presi-

dential polls in early February,
having strongly campaigned for
faster EU integration.

Analysts expect the electorate
again to split in two main blocs --
with some voters backing a block
led by the SRS that would take a
hard nationalistline on Kosovo and
others supporting another group
headed by Tadic's DS, grouping all
pro-European parties behind.

In last year's polls the radicals
were the strongest single force in
the country, winning most of the
votes but not enough to form a
government, as none of the parties
from the so-called democratic bloc
wanted to join them due to SRS

coalition with late autocratic
leader Slobodan Milosevic In
1990s

However, Kostunica's DS5,
which changed its policy over the
EU integration since Kosovo s
independence loomed a year ago,
has already said it wolld not
exclude creating a government
with the SRS.

“It is important that we get a
stable government,” Kostunica s
close associate Velimir llic told
Vecernje Novosti daily on
Thursday.
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PHOTO AFP

Senegalese security forces on the ground of Hotel Méridien in Dakar where the summit of the Organisation of the

Islamic Conference (OIC) began yesterday.

Pakistan protests
after US strike
kills 4 civilians

AFP, Miranshah

Pakistan lodged a protest with
coalition forces in Afghanistan
vesterday after two Pakistani
women and two children were
killed by US fire from across the
border, the army said,

The US-led coalition, which
helped to topple Afghanistan’s
[aliban regime in late 2001, con-
firmed thatit had launched a "pre-
cision guided” strike on Pakistani
territory but said it targeted a mili-
tantcompound.

The issue of foreign military
intervention in Pakistan 1S sensi-
tive, with President Pervez
Musharraf, a key US ally, saying
earlier this year that unauthorised

actions would be treated as an

invasion.’

Chief Pakistani military spokes-
man Major General Athar Abbas
said coalition artillery fire
destroyed the victims' house in the
troubled tribal region of North
Waziristan, an alleged haven for Al-
Qaeda and Taliban militants.

“The coalition forces were firnng
at a group of militants when five
shells landed in Pakistan, destroy-
ing a house and killing two women
and two children,"” Abbas told AFP.

"We have lodged a very strong
protest with the coalition forces
across theborder,” he said.

Hillary aide
quits over
race row

AFP, Chicago

A key Hillary Clinton ally quit her
White House campaign on
Wednesday after comments about
Barack Obama stirred an ugly race
row, as the Democratic foes dug in
for a testy six-week haul to their
nextnominatingclash.

Obama, vying to become the
first African-American president,
expressed frustration thatrace kept
emerging as a campaign issue, and
also rejected the former first lady's
claims he is not ready to be com-
manderinchiel.

Fresh tensions simmered
between the camps a day alter
Obama's landslide victory in
Mississippi's primary -- the last show-
down before Pennsylvania votes next
month -- extended his lead in then
epicWhite House struggle.

Geraldine Ferraro, a Democratic
party icon, severed ties with
Hillary's finance committee, cam-
paign sources said, after a two-day
row sparked by her comment that:
"if Obama was a white man, he
would notbein this position.”

11 die after
downpour
in Angola

AFP, Luanda

Eleven people died yesterday after
a downpour in Angola's coastal
province of Benguela, about 500
kilometres (300 miles) south of
Luanda, state radio RNA reported.

The extent of destruction is still
unknown as authorities are waiting
for the rain to subside to enable
relief and rescue work to startin the
affected areas.

"It is mud everywhere and we
can barely work. We are waiting for
this (rain) to calm down to assess the
damages,” Dumilde Rangel, gover-
norof Benguela, said on RNAradio.

“The people here are in need of
shelter and food.”

Schools were closed and work:
ers staved athome as Hlooded roads
in affected towns made circulation
virtually impossible.

[ran eyes big turnout in
today’s parliament polls

AFP, Tehran

Conservatives are expected to
tighten their gnp on Iran’'s parlia-
ment in an election dismissed by
the United States but seen by its
leaders as the chance to send a
defiant message to the West.

Campaigning was banned
yesterday for the final day before
the elections, where reformists are
expected to make only a hmited
impact after pre-vote vetting dis-
qualified hundreds of their candi-
dates.

Top officials and state media
have made every effort to
emphasise the. importance of a
massive turnout to show national
unity at a ime of mounting tension
with the West over the Iranian

nuclear programme.

State television has been repeat-
edly playing patriotic music and
pictures of long queues of people
voting in past elections, as well as
running interviews with ordinary

and famous Iranians emphasizing

theimportanceofvoting.
"Iranians will take part in the

elections today more gloriously

than the past and will thwart plots
of bullying powers to undermine

the Islamic system,” said supreme

leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a
speech.

The authorities will be hoping
there is no repeat of the slack turn-
put in the last legislagve vopte in
2004 when barely half the elector-
ate voted nationwide and less than
40 percentin Tehran.

« Jhe United States -- Iran’s arch
enemy which accuses Tehran of
seeking nuclear weapons technol-
ogy and of meddling in Iraq --
dismissed the elections as likely 1o
beasham.

"All I can say is we have very low
expectations that people will be
able to actually express themselves
and their will because the Iranian
people really don't want to be
isolated, and unfortunately the
current regime further isolates
them by their actions,” said White
House spokeswoman Dana Perino.

Reformists have admitted the
disqualifications mean they can
only contest half, the avaflable
seats, leaving a clear run forcor
servatives 1o retain control of the
chamber.
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PHOTO AFP

Afghan policemen and foreign investigators inspect damaged vehicles at the site of a suicide attack in Kabul yesterday.
Asuicide car bomb attack against foreign forces in the Afghan capital killed six civilians, Kabul's police chieftold AFP.
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