Padma, past and present

Once full of water, itis just like a barren
desert now. People in those days shivered
if they heard the name of Padma but now
even the old walk upon the sandbars and
go from one side to the other. The sandbars
have been increasing in size in recent
years. Padma doesn't exist any longer!

In India, Padma is commonly known as
the Ganges. This major hydrodynamic
system is still the lifeline to trade and
commerce.

There are numerous mentions of the
Ganges (Padma) in the Vedas, the Puranas,
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. It has
a deep connection with the Hindu mythol-
ogy. They are described as Goddesses in

growing demand of the increasing popula-
tion in Bangladesh. They are even using
pumps to water the plants in these fertile
sediment accumulated chars.

Pollution is a major aspect which has
now brought the almost lifeless Padma to
us. Those who live beside the river wash
themselves up, clean clothes, utensils and
do so many other things in river water.
They put the waste products into the clean
river water, thus making it dirty and
impure with germs.

"The Farraka Barrage" is the major rea-
son behind the river drying up. Our neigh-
bouring country India has built this bar-
rage which has done great damage to this

the myths.

The abundant water was a habitat for
different fishes. Particularly the Hilsa found
Padma as its ideal breeding ground. Gone

are those day!

We may question ourselves how can the
Padma, creator of her own fate, has arrived
at the end point. Human beings have
played their part in polluting this river.
Padma has now turned into arable land,
with the amount of water decreasing tre-

mendously day by day. Chars have

river system. This barrage changes the
direction of water flow, causing the water
to carry sands and soil with it to
Bangladesh which eventually deposit and
lower the water level. Moreover, the indus-
tries which have been built near the
Ganges discharge effluents into water.
_Educating the masses about the river
system may still protect the Padma to
some extent.
Shatabdi Biswas
Officers’ Quarter

The politicianand DS
This is in reference to Dr. Kamal
Hossain using the phrase “dead
horse” (DS, 6 March 2008) in con-
nection with the Begum Khaleda
Zia lawsuit to ascertain the legiti-
mate party representative in the
cancelled BNP-EC dialogue. The
term perhaps more aptly and
succinctly portrays his current
political status and utter lack of
appeal to the masses. As a lawyer
backing the EC/government
stance, he has to use everything at
his disposal to obfuscate the issue
and cause doubt, ambiguity and
confusion to get a verdict in favour
of his client. That is understand-
able.

What is more troubling is the
fact that The Daily Star does not see
the conflict of interest and serious
breach of integrity and principles
in the dubious participation of Dr.
Kamal Hossain, a leader of a politi-
cal party and a member of an elec-
tion coalition, on behalf of the
Election Commission against
Khaleda Zia and a section of the
BNP This is an apparent attempt to
overlook and sidestep the issue and
routinely employ selective moral-
ity. This is a serious case of expedi-
ent and opportunistic attitude and
behaviour that cannot be con-
doned.

Omar Khasru
One-mail

Safeguard our

interests

We all must stand against the
rollback of progress made in
Bangladesh. Hopefully, the prog-
ress made under this neutral gov-
ernment will be the foundation for
the future government to use this
as a launching pad for further
progress. We should be rejecting
any notion of rolling back the
progress made in meting out
justice, fighting against corruption,
making corrupt politicians respon-
sible for their acts and promoting
the interest of common people.

We should start a dialogue
among us: how we could be vigilant
and safeguard our interest against
all wrong doing in the past. The
corrupt and morally bankrupt
politicians are waiting to take back
the country and use it as their
money making business venture.
The silent coalition between stu-
dents, teachers, workers, journal-
ists, businessmen, civil society
organisations, bureaucrats, honest
politicians, armed forces and
common people who are the sup-
porters of this neutral government

any means of communications, on
safeguarding and promoting
people's interest. The fight against
corruption must go on beyond this
government. One of the election
slogans for the political parties
ought to be keeping the fight alive
againstcorruption.

Let us discuss our options to
make sure systems are in place and
we don't go back to the days of
misery.

The new generation should take
leadership to move the country
forward. The new generation
understands  globalisation and
the role of engagement in global
interdependency.

The young generation under-
stands technology and Internet,
marketing and branding the coun-
try in global market. So let's make
place for younger and smarter
people in politics, business, gov-
ernmentand society atlarge.

In between the change of guard,
we selected a neutral caretaker
government to oversee smooth
handover to anew administration.
If our politicians were civilized
enough, we would never had the
need for caretaker government.
Because they were not responsible
enough, we invented caretaker
government. Let's look forward!
Ekram Belal
Look-East Club

Who areresponsible?

As a student of Chemical
Engineering at BUET, Iwould like
to share my views regarding uni-
versity rankingissue.

Interestingly,. a graduate from
my departmentis more likely to get
a job if he does not have good
grades. Industry people consider it
to be a risky option to employ good
students since they have better
chances of going abroad.
Sometimes they are noteven called
for interview, may be to spare them
from the blushes of being rejected,
even after performing better there.
Finding no other way, good stu-
dents who previously had or had
not this intention to go abroad,
start trying for it desperately.
However, in this competitive world
it is an uphill task to get admission
to a suitable university abroad. As
a result, life becomes harder for
those poor good students.

Despite being meritorious,
most students of my university are
nbw strongly motivated' not to
invest their time in academic activ-
ities. How can a university like
BUET flourish where students
nurture this attitude? How can we
expect a better ranking from such a

Women as leading force

Women are now contributing
to society in various ways.
Educated women are now
showing their capability
along with men in every
sphere of life, both at home
and abroad. Most of them
have proved their compe-
tence in various fields. But
what is the real condition of
our women in general? They
are still not the decision mak-
ers in their families.

In a male dominated soci-
ety like ours, women are still
suppressed in the family and
society. This is one of the
main reasons of less partici-
pation of women in politics,
in social works and in various
kinds of challenging jobs. The
condition of rural women is
much more critical. We know,
they have to depend on their
husbands or in-laws' deci-
sions in afamily. Women, who
are economically solvent,
also have to depend on their
husbands' decisions. So, it 1s
almost impossible for them
to take part in political or
social activities. As economic
and social development
depend mostly on women's
participation, it is the duty of
society to encourage them to
come forward. The men
should stand against male
chauvinism that exists in our
society, so that women can
get rid of oppression and
harassment . In seminars and

public meetings, we gener-
ally talk about a free and fair
world where women would
get all their rights; where
women with their construc-
tive ideas and thoughts
would work as a leading
force. But do we really believe
those words?

It is time to think seriously
about this issue and take
some actions at the field
level, so that women can get
rid of this oppression and
help build our nation.

Ribat Munir Eiti
Kalabagan
Dhaka

being forced to leave the country?
Who is to blame for this? The
employers, the infrastructure or
the students themselves?

Jadid

Department of Chemical
Engineering

BUET

Foreign branch of

political parties

All the major political parties of
Bangladesh have their foreign
branch offices in different coun-

Bangladeshis living abroad who
have their specific personal inter-
ests.

These Bangladeshis get special
privileges offered by their godfa-
thers right from the entry into
Bangladesh (Zia Intl Airport).
Similarly, they are given treat-
ments like VIPs when they leave

Bangladesh. This is the minimum

these expatriates *deserve. They
enjoy this, at least something to
speak about to friends and family.
Lifetime achievement!

But all these privileges come
with some cost. The parasites

the country of their choice. Full
board and lodge during their trip
abroad. Transportation, travel
services and guide. Some expen-
sive free gifts for wives back home.
Get somme MPs/Senators talk good
about their leader. Money launder-
ing service. Great achievement
indeed!

This is the secret of having for-_
eign branch offices of political
parties. These expatriates do not
even notice that the political par-
ties in the UK and the USA do not
have their branch offices in
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I nVItatlon for Te nders 1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Besources/Power Division.
W ﬁm 2 Agency Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB).
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M"'tafv Engmeer Services 0S| NadEy/fasd 3 RTS8 "'T‘f",[fﬂt T | 5 Procuring entity district Dhaka, Bangladesh
1. | Ministry/Division Ministry of Defence. 1 6 Invitation for Procurement of Carbon Brush & Brush Holder for Generator of Unit No.
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-Selling tender document DW & CE (Navy) Dhaka. q : Mo Te i LA 0% 18 Tender closing date and time On 21-04-2008 at 11.00am (BST).
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DW & CE (Navy) & i i o i - 22 Eligibility of tenderer As per tender document.
: Dhaka Cantt (Taka) AL T a4, 23 Brief description of goods or works Procurement of Carbon Brush & Brush Holder for Generator of Unit No.
a, Cmstmchon of one storey | BNS Ulka, 3,000/- 2,40,000/- 10 months W TR S, OIS | ‘ (14) of Ghorasal Power Station, BPDB, Palash, Narsingdi.
oornb-lnef:l mrkshop. : for C- Ctg 31 WAYA (AEE FH @S ¥4, 89 T, AT S, 24 Brief description of related services As per tender document.
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_ i Bt 3 erem Afavrers, s4va o7 123
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| Lalasorai Nabik Colony, Mirpur-14, Dhaka-1206. farr ot e o og?) afeda/afesn Hifcte PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
18 | Contact details of official inviting tender | DW & CW (Navy) tfafre ua a1 watlys «6 ffaa sfre-oren SR ars; SEml 30 Name of official inviting tender Md. Abduhu Ruhullah
Lalasorai Nabik Colony, Mirpur-14, Dhaka-1206 wrem gy Réfadeds e Fifeta wikm sace omEa ) | | [ {-Desination of offical inviting tender Director
Tel No. 8752717 aEors @TEe araq o P — J 32 Address of official inviting tender Director of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (Sth Floor),
Fax No: 8752786 < e bt ; 12-Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
i -mak oo, navy Byahoo.com s Bife®s arzet faean aifrerg o4 wwe sigrwet ataw | - |-33_| Contact details of official invting tender Tel: 7126144 Fax: 7126151
20 | Thep i fty reserves the right to accept of rej ect any or all tenders ‘ @AY TF | 34 The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders.
CBUTANTH | Md. Abduhu Ruhullah
ISPR/Navy/08/548 | e S aders | | o Director
GD-1159 fafe-ssad A T T | BiddyutJan-931(4)/4-3-08 Directorate of Purchase
e : GD-1079 BPDB, Dhaka




