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US denies Iraq policy shift

BBC ONLINE, Washington

The resignation of the commander
of US forces in lraq and
Afghanistan does not signal a policy
change on Iran, US Defence
Secretary Robert Gatessays.

Admiral William Fallon said on
Tuesday he was stepping down
because of public perceptions of a
nftwith Mr Bush.

A recent article said Adm Fallon
opposed military strikes against
lran

[he Pentagon also denied claims
by leading Democrats that the
!bnlgn;nmn was a sign of White
House attempts to stifle dissent.

Ihe affair centres on an article in
the Apnl edition of Esquire maga-

zine which described the admiral as
“the strongest man standing
between the Bush administration
and awarwith lran”

But Gates said there were no
significant differences between the
views of Adm Fallon and the Bush
administration’s policy on Iran,

He said the idea, suggested in the
article, that Adm Fallon's departure
would indicate that the US was
planning to go to war with [ran was
“ridiculous”

Adm Fallon said he did not
believe there had "ever been any
differences about the objectives ot
our policy”, and was quoted by the
Washington Post as describing the
article as "poison-penstuft”.

But Esquire's editor-in-chief,

David Granger, said the magazine
stood “four-square behind the
story .

He said Adm Fallon's resignation
andits aftermath bore out the maga-
zine's “reporting on the critical
i1ssue of tensions between US
Central Command and the White
House over [ran policy™.

Leading Democrats expressed
fears of attempts by the White
House to quash dissent.

“l am concerned that the resig-
nation of Admiral William ] Fallon...
is yet another example that inde-
pendence and the frank, open airing
of experts' views are not welcomed
in this administration,” Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid said.

But defence department press

secretary Geotf Morrell said "people
should not misconstrue this as the
price to be paid for speaking out
within the Pentagon”,

He said the issue had been "a
perception problem that dogged
Admiral Fallon - this perception that
he was in a different place than the
president and the administration
when itcame toIran”.

Adm Fallon became head of the
US Central Command - which
covers an area from the Horn of
Africa into central Asia and
includes responsibility for US
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan
- ayear ago.

The admiral released a state-
ment through Central Command's
Floridaheadquarters on Tuesday.

Human rights abuses in Asia
come under US fire

',\I_'I‘j. Il‘i.ti.‘hn'”_l::l )]

[he United States ranked North
Korea and Myanmar Tuesday
among the world's worstviolators of
human rights and took other Asian
countries to task for alleged abuses.

But the State Department’s 2007
Human Rights Report dropped
China from the category of worst
violators -- even while denouncing
its poor record -- and noted prog-
ress in Thailand's return to democ-
racy followingits 2006 coup.

And it hailed muluparty democ-
racies like India and Indonesia for
generally respecting citizens'
rights, while still pointing out
major problems.

"Countries in which power was
concentrated in the hands of unac-
countable rulers remained the
world's most systematic human
rights violators,” the report said,
singling out Myanmar and North
Korea for this category -- which also
included Zimbabwe, Iran and Cuba.

The North Korean regime of Kim
Jong-1l "continued to control
almost all aspects of citizens' lives,
denying freedom of speech, press,
assembly, and association, and
restricting freedom of movement

andworkers' rights,” 1t said.
it Ccited -.'t,'-‘,H'-iEr- of extrajudicial
killings, disappearances and arbi-

trary detention.

[t said Myanmar's "abysmal
human rights record” only wors-
ened in the pastyear.

The military junta "continued
to commit extrajudicial killings
and was responsible for disappear-
ances, arbitrary and indefinite
detentions, rape, and torture.”

Itshoneaspotlighton the crack-
down on pro-democracy demon-
strators in September when it said
security forces killed at least 30
demonstrators and detained over
3,000 others.

The report said human nghts in
Pakistan worsened last year
despite President Pervez
Musharraf's repeated pledges to
foster democracy in the key US ally.
It highlighted a period of emer-
gencyrulelate lastyear.

In Sri Lanka, itsaid, "the govern-
ment's respect for human rights
continued to decline due in part to
the escalation of the armed con-
flict,” with the ethnic Tamil minor-
ity the "overwhelming majority of
vicums" ofabuses.

A multiparty democracy that
outshone its neighbors, India "gen-
erally respected the rights of 1its
citizens,” but its record was marred
by anumber of problems, itsaid.

It cited major, problems  like
extrajudicial killings of persons in
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The report said the Malaysian
government “generally respected
the humanrightsofitscitizens.

» Failura to hold senlor
officals accountable
for lorture

» Reports of police
brutality

In Australia, the report men-
tioned "domestic violence against
women and children, particulariy
in Aboriginal communities, anc!
societal discrimination, against
Aboriginal people.”
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Isfael kills
Palestinian
in W Bank

AFP, Nablus

A Palestinian militant from the |

radical Islamic Jihad group was
killed early yesterday by the Israeli
army in the north of the occupied
West Bank, witnesses and security
sources said.

Saleh Karkur, 22, was killed 1n

. exchanges of gunfire with Israeli

troops who had surrounded a
house where he was in the village of
Seida, near the town of Tulkarem,
they sadi.

An army spokesman said that
troops were operating in the vil-
lage, but declined to provide
details.

Since the Israelis and
Palestinians revived their peace
talks in late November after a
seven-year freeze, at least 347
people have died in violence
between the two sides, most ol
them Gaza militants, according to
an AFP tally.

Wednesday's death brings to
6,310 the number of people killed
since the start of the second
Palestinian uprising in Septembes
2000, the vast majority of them
I’alestinians, according to a sepa-
rate AFP count,

Cypriot leaders
to meet on

‘March 21

AFP, Nico

New Cypriot President Demetris |
Christofias is to meet Turkish- |
. Cypriotleader Mehmet Ali Talat for |
. talks on March 21 on the future of |

the divided island, the United

' Nations said yesterday.

The UN spokesman Jose Diaz

' said: "The two leaders will meet at |
' the UN compound in Nicosia at 10 |
' am on Friday, 21 March in the |
presence of the chief of mission |
' Michael Moller.” |
The meeting will be the first |
. between the two sides since com-
munist partyleader Christofiaswas |
elected president of the |

Mediterranean island last month.
His victory, in replacing hard

line Tassos Papadopolous, raised |
- hopes of a new drive to end

Cyprus's 34-year-old division,
which has also been an obstacle to
lurkey's efforts to gain member-
ship of the European Union.

Papadopoulos had led Greek
(.ypriots in rejecting a UN reunihi:
cation plan in a 2004 referendum
and talks went nowhere during his
wermofoffice.
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17 die in Iraq
clashes

AFP, Kut

Atleast 17 people have been killed,
including five children, In fierce
clashes between militants and
Iraqi and US forces in the Shiite city
of Kut, a local medic told AFP yes-
terday.

‘Seventeen people have been
killed, including five children and a
female college student. Others are
young men,” Mamoon Ajil, regis-
trarat Kut's Al-Zahra hospital said.

On Tuesday, Iraqi police said at
least 10 people were killed in the
clashes which broke out during a
raid in three neighbourhoods of
the city to arrest wanted Shiite
militiamen,

The districts -- Al-Ezza, Al-Jihad
and Anwar Sadr -- are known strong-
holds of Mahdi Army militia mem-
bers loyal to radical Shiite cleric
Mogqtada al-Sadr, the officer said.

Bomb kills US
soldier in Iraq

AFP, Baghdad

A roadside bomb has killed an
American soldier and wounded
two othersin central south Iraq, the
US command in the country said
yesterday.

The device exploded during a
combat patrol on Tuesday not far
from the city of Diwaniyah, about
180 kilometres south of Baghdad, a
statement said without giving
details.

The latest death brings the US
military's death toll since the
March 2003 invasion of Iraq to
3,984, according to an AFP tally
based on independent website
www.icasualties.org.

Eight US soldiers were killed in
separate attacks in Irag on Monday
in one of the deadliest days for the
USmilitary imseven months

~

SEALED TENDERS are h

The Daily Star

PHOTO: AFP
An Iraqi soldier secures the site of an explosion in the town of Duluiyah, north of Baghdad yesterday. Eight people
were killed when a suicide bomber rammed his explosives-laden car into a checkpoint manned by Iraqi soldiers and
members of a local group fighting Al-Qaeda in Iraq in Duluiyah, 70 kms from the capital in Salaheddin province,
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police said.

Israel has to take steps
for Gaza truce: Hamas

AFP, Gaza City

Senior Hamas leader Ismail Haniya
said yesterday that Israel had to
take the next step in regard to a
possible truce in and around the
Islamists’ Gaza Strip stronghold.

“The ball is in Israel's court,”
sald Ismail Haniya, the prime
minister in the Hamas-led govern-
ment that Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas fired after the
[slamists violently seized control of
Gazain June 2007,

' Fareast Islami Life

"We are not running after a
truce,” Hanlyasaid

Meanwhile Israeli Defence
Minister Ehud Barak insisted
yetserday that there was no truce
with Hamas and warned Israel
would not refrain from taking
action if rocket artacks continued
from Gaza.

"We are continuing our fight
against the rocket fire from the
(Gaza Strip and we will bring it to an
end, but that will not be done in a

dav.” he told Israeh public radio.

"Thereisno truce.”

"We are expecting other opera-
tions in the near future and the
pursuit of our fight against Gaza
risks provoking an escalation on
other fronts,” Barak said dunng a
visit to troops stationed near the
Gazaborder.

Egypt has been hosting talks in
an artempt to mediate a compre-
hensive deal to end the violence in
and around the Gaza Strip and to
end the isolation of the increas-
ingly impo erished rerritory

Insurance Company Ltd.

T K Bhaban (13 Floor) 13, Kawran Bazar Dhaka-1215
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Commissioning of Fire Hydrant and Fire Alarm system for Fareast Islami Life Insurance
Company Ltd, at 35, Topkhana Road, Dhaka from Contractors who have the following qualification.

1. Contractors Qualifications: Firms, who have proven experience in successful supply, installation,
testing, commissioning and maintenance of similar work within the past 5 (five) years in a single
tender in any Govt./Semi Govt./Autonomous/ Private Organization of Tk 5 (Five) Million. The
intending bidders shall have to apply in their letter head pad along with the following documents
duly attested by an officer not below the rank of Executive Engineer in support of their eligibility
and obtain permission for the issuance of the Tender Document.

@ Photocopies of valid Trade License, Tax Identification number with up to date tax clearance
certificate and VAT registration certificate.

) Photocopies of satisfactory completion certificate from employer(s) for supply, installation,
testing, commissioning and maintenance, within the last 5 (five) years in a single tender
in any Govt./Semi Govt./Autonomous/Private Organization, of similar supply. The
experience certificate shall be accompanied by the respective "Work Order”.

€ Photocopy of valid ABC class Electro-mechanical Contractor and Supervisory license issued
by the Bangladesh Electricity Licensing Board.

2 The intending Contractor shall have to apply in their letter heads along with a copy of above
mentioned documents to the undersigned for issuance of Tender Documents.

3 Tender Documents will be issued only to the contractors or their authorized representatives who
will apply for issue to Tender Document as under para-1 above on cash payment of Tk. 2,000/-
(Taka two thousand) only (non-refundable) from Accounts Department of FILIC at T K Bhaban
(13t Floor), 13 Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215, from 13/03/2008 to 24/03/2008 during office hours.

4 No Tender Documents will be issued after 24/03/2008.
5 Earnest Money at the rate of minimum 2.5% (two point five percent) of the total bid amount

in favour of Fareast Islamic Life Insurance Company Ltd. in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order
from any Schedule Bank of Bangladesh must be submitted along with the tender without which

the tender shall be rejected outright.

6.

Tender will be received in the office of the undersigned upto 12:30 hours on 25/03/2008 and

will be opened on the same day at 14:00 hours in presence of Bidders who may like to be
present. No Tender shall be received after the above designated date and time.

7 The Tenderers must quote rates for item of works both in figures and in words clearly and legibly.

8 Tenderers must visit the site and get acquainted with conditions of the site, the scope of works
and available space before tendering.
9 For any clarification regarding preparation and submission of Tender the tenderers may contact

with the undersigned or the consultant of the project, BCL-DECON, House No. 95A, Road No. 4,
Block-F, Banani, Dhaka-1213. Telephone: 986 2713-6.

10

11

reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

The work must be completed in all respect within 6 (six) Calendar months.

Fareast Islami Life Insurance Company Ltd (FILIC) reserves the right to accept any tender and

Managing Director




